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PREFACE 



FIRST EDITION. 



The great approbation with which so polite a 
DatioD as France has received the Satirical and 
Burlesque D'ctionary of Monsieur Le Roux, 
testifiecj by the several editions it has gone 
through, will, it is hoped, apologize for an 
attempt to compile an English Dictionary on a 
similar plan ; our language being at least as co- 
pious as the French, and as capable of the mtty 
equivoque; besides which, the freedom of thought 
and speech arising from, and privileged by, our 
constitution, gives a force and poignancy to the 
txpressions of our common people, not to be 
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found under arbitrary governments, where the 
ebullitions of vulgar wit are checked by the fear 
of the bastinado, or of a lodging during pleasure 
in some gaol or castle. 

Tlie many vulgar CLllasieng Aftd cant expres- 
sions that so frequently occur in our common 
conversation and periodical publications, make 
a work of this kind extremely useful, if not ab- 
solutely ileO**ry, BDt 'Only tb torei^ers, but 
even to natives resident at a distance from the 
Metropolis, or who do not mix in the busy 
world : without some such help, they might hunt 
through all the ordinary Dictionaries, from Alpha 
to Omega, in search of the words, " black legs, 
" lame duck, a plumb, malingeror, nip cheese, 
*' darbies, and rt»e new drop," although these 
are all terms of well-known import at New- 
maricet. Exchange-alley, the City, the Baradte, 
Wapping, and Newgate. 

The tashionable words, or<feVotiriteteit^r6Aaioii8 
of the day, also, find their way ^nto our political 
and theatrical compositions: these, as they gene- 
rally originate from some trifling event, or tem- 
porary circumstance, on falling "into disuse, or 
being superseded by new ones, vanish wHltoiit 
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lemvisig a trace behind. Such were tlie late 
fashionable words, a bore and a twaddle, among 
the great vulgar; maccaroni and l/ie barber, among 
the small : these, too, are here carefully regis- 
tered. 

The Vulgar Tongue consists of two parts ; the 
first is the Cant Language, called sometimes 
Pedlars French, or St. Giles's Greek ; the second, 
those burlesque phrases, quaint allusions, and 
nick -names for persons, things, and places, which, 
from long uninterrupted usage, are made classical 
by prescription. 

Respecting the first, that is, the canting lan- 
guage, take the account given of its origin, and 
the catastrophe of its institutor, from Mr. Har- 
rison's Description of England, jirefixed to Hol- 
lingshead's Chronicle; where, treating of beg- 
gars, gypsies, &c. he says, " It is not yet fifty 
" years sith this trade began: but how it hatb 
" prospered sithens that time, it is easy to judge ; 
" for they are now supposed, of one sexe and 
" another, to amount unto above ten thousand 
" persons, as I have harde reported. More- 
" over, in counterfeiting the Egyptian roges, they 
*' have devised a language among themselves, 
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SECOND EDITION 



The favourable reception with which this Book 
was honoured by the Public has encouraged 
the Editor ta present a second edition, more cor- 
rectly arranged, and very considerably enlarged. 
SoQjie wor^s and explanations in the former 
^ditioa having been pointed out as rather indecent 
or indelicate, though to be found in Le Roux, and 
other Glossaries of the like kind, these have been 
omittedf sbften^dk or. their ej^planations taken 
from books long sanctioned with general appro- 
bation, and admitted into the seminaries for the 
education of youth — such as Bailey's, Miege*s, 
or Philips's Dictionaries ; so that it is hoped this 
work will now be found as little offensive to de- 
licacy as the nature of it would admit. 

A list is here added of such books as have 
been consulted for the additions. 
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COMMON CURSETORS, 

VUtOABLY CALLBO 

VAGARONB^; 

'■ ■ ' ' ' . 

8BT FORTH BT 

THOMAS HARMAN, Esquier, 

FOB THB 

UnLiTiE and Propp'yt of by» NATtyiitALL CoUNTRtXi' '* 

Newly Augmented and Impriiited, Anno Doiiiini 

Viewed, Examined, and Allowed^ according unto 
' ' tbe Queeli's Majestye^s Injonotions. 

Imprinted at London^ in Flete-street, at the Signe of the 
Faulcon, by William Grtfpith ; und are to ble solde 
«l his Shoppe in Saynl Dnartone'ft CburclM Yaide^ iwf Ibe 
We»t. 



SECOND EDITION. xv 

THE 

CANTING ACADEMY; 

YILLANIES DISCOVERED: 

The Mysterious and Villanous Practices of that Wicked 
■ ■ ""Grew, commonly known by ihe Names of 

HECTORS, TRAPANNERS, GILTS, &c. 

With several NEW CATCHES and SONGS. 

COMPLEAT CANTING DTCTIONAttY. 

Oid IVords, anti sucli as are now viOBt in Use. 

A Book very useful and ueceasary (tu be kaown, but 
not practi^'d) for all People. 

THE SECOND EDITION. 

LONDON; 

Printed by F. Leach, for Mat, Urew ; and are to be 

sold by tke Booksellers, 

N.B. The Dedication is signed R. Head. 
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xvi RBBFACE TO THC 



HELL UPON EARTH; 

OB THg MOST PLEASANT AND DtLBCTABLB 

H IS TORY 

OF 

.■■■'■'■ ., ■ i ■ ' ' ''r 

WHITTINGTON'S COLLBDGB; 

OTHIEWIftS (vVLOARLT) OALLBJT 

N E W G A T E. 

' Giving an Account of the Humours of those Col- 
legians who are strictly examined at the Old 
Baily, and take their highest Degrees 
near Hydb Park Cornj^i^. >\. . >) 

Being very useful to all Persons, either Gentle or Simple; 

f. in shewing them the Manner of the Robbeeibs and 

Cheats^ committed by Villains on the ^Nation; 

wheret>y they may be the more carj^lPuV of being 

wronged by them for the fpture. 

LONDON: ' 

PRINTED IN THE YEAR 1703. 



SECOND EDITION. 



SCOUNDREL'S DICTIONARY; 

EXPLANATION 

CANT WORDS used by THIEVES, HOUSE- 
BREAKERS, STREET ROBBERS, and 
PICKPOCKETS about Town. 

Some CuKious Dissertations on the ART 
of WHEEDLING, 

Collection of their FLASH SONGS, with a 
PROPER GLOSSARY. 

The whole printed from n Copy laken on one of their Gang, 
in the late Scuffle between the Watchmen antl a Parly 
of them on Cierkenwell Green ; which Copy is now in 
the Custody of one of the Constables of that Parish. 

LONDON: 

Printed for J. Bhownnell, in Pater-noster-row. 

M.DCC.LtV. 
[Price Sixpence.] 
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" which they name Canting, but others Pedlars 1 
'** French, a speache compact thirty years since 
" of English, and a great number of odde 
" words of their own devising, without all order 
" or reason ; and yet such it is, as none but 
" themselves are able to understand. The first 
" deviser thereof was hanged by the neck, as a 
" just reward, no doubt, for his desarles, and a 
" common end to all of that profession. 

" A gentleman (Mr. Thomas Harman) also 
" of late hath taken great painesto searcli out the 
" secret practizes of this ungracious rabble; and, 
" among other things, he settelh down and de- 
•' scribeth twenty-two sorts of them, whose names 
*' it shall not be amisse to remember, whereby 
" each one may gather what wicked people they 
" are, and what villany remaincth in them." , 

' For tliis list see the word -Crew. — This was the 
origin of the cant language; its terms have been 
collected from the following Treatises : — i 

The Bellman (if Londmt, bringing to light the ' 
most notorious villanies that are now practised | 
in the kingdom. Pro6table for gentlemen, law- ■ 
yers, merchants, citizens, farmers, masters of 
households, and all sorts of servants, to marke 
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and delightfull for men to reade. — Lege, Perlege, 
Relege.— 1008. 

Thieves falling out, true men come by their 
goods.— I(il5. 

English Villanies, seven severall times prest to 
death by the printers ; but (still reviving againe) 
are now the eighth time (as the first) discovered 
bylantimroe and candle-light: and the help of a 
new cryer, called O-per-se O ; whose loud voyce 
proclaims, to all that will hear him, another con- 
spiracy of abuses lately plotting together, to hurt 
the peace of the kingdom; which the bell-man 
(because he ther went stumbling i'th'dark) could 
never see til) now ; and because a company of 
rogues, cunning canting gypsies, and all the 
scumoie of our nation, tight under their tattered 
colours. At the end is a canting dictionary to 
teach their language, with canting :>ongs. A 
booke to make gentlemen merry, citizens warie, 
countrymen carefull ; fit for justices to reade 
over, because it is a pilot by whom they may 
make strange discoveries. — London, 1638. 

Bailey's and the new Canting Dictionary 
have also been consulted, with the History of 
Bamtield More Carew, the .Sessions Papers, and 
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sojlening down others, where propriety pointed out 
such a course as not only necessary, hut, perhaps, 
essential to render palatable this Classical Dic- 
tionary of the Vulgar Tongue. At all events, 
if any apology is requisite, the subject in question 
must be viewed as a compilation of sentences col- 
lected from the lower walks of society, in which a 
scrupulous attention to nicety of expression is 
neither expected nor looked for; the persons al- 
luded to, from whose lips they have escaped, 
not being " pariiklar as to a shade" in colouring 
their littgo, or in displaying their taste for emditttm 
— their only object being effect. 

The above argument has been so well handled 
by a celebrated poet,* and is so a-propos, that 
I cannot elucidate the subject better than by 
quoting his remarks : — " With respect to that 
" peculiar language, called Flash or St. Giles't 
" Greek, in which Mr. Crib's Memorial and the 
*' other articles in the present volume are written, 
" I beg to trouble the reader with a few observa- 
" tions. As this expressive language was origi- 
" nally invented, and is still used, like the 
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Cipher of the diplomatists, for pur[>oses of 

■ secrecy, and as a means of eluding the vigi- 

' lance of a certain class of persons, called, 

' ^fiashick. Traps, or in common language, Bow- 

' Street-Officers, it is subject of course to con- 

* tinual chauge, and is perpetually either alter- 

' ing the meaning of old words, or adding new 

'* ones, according as the great olyect, secrecy, 

** renders it prudent to have recourse to such in- 

" novations. In this respect, also, it resembles 

" the cryptography of kings and ambassadors, 

" who, by a continual change of cipher, contrive 

" to baffle the intjuisitiveness of the enemtf. But, 

notwithstanding the Protemi nature of, the 

' .Flash or Cant language, the greater part of 

' its vocabulary has remained unchanged for 

* Centuries, and many of the words used by the 

" Canting Be^ars in Beaumont and Fletcher, 

" and the Gipsies in Ben Jonson's Masque, are 

^ rtill to be heard among the Gnostics of Dyot- 

' street and Tothill-6elds. To prig is still to 

' steal ; to Jib, to beat ; Umr, money ; </udj, J 

" clothes ; prancers, horses ; bouzing-ken, 

' alehouse ; coce, a fellow ; a sow's baby, a pig, 

' &c. &c. There are also several instances of 
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" the same term, preserved with a totally it 
" rent signification. Thus, to mill, which was 
'* Originally * to rob,' is now 'to beat or tight;' 
"'&nd the word j-wm, which, in Ben Jonsbn's 
'^'fime, and even so late as Grose, meant ^ne 
" and good, is now generally used for the very 
'* opposite qualities ; as, ' he's but a rum one,' 
" &C. Most of the Cant phrases in Head's 
" English Rogue, which was published, I believe, 
" ih 16Ce, would be intelligible to a Greek o( 
" the present day ; though it must be confessed 
" that the Sougs which both he and Dekker have 
" given would puzzle even that ' Graite geBti's 
*' ' decHS,' Caleb Baldwin, himself. For in- 
" stance, oiie of the simplest begins, 

" BJog out, bien Morts, and toare and toure> 
" Bing out, bicu Morts, andtoure; 

" For all your duds are bing'd awasl ; < 

" The bien Cove hath the loure, ^ 

" To the cultivation, in our times, of the 
" science of Pugilism, the Flash Language is , 
" indebted for a considerable addition to its , 
" treasures. Indeed, so impossible is it to de- 
" scribe the operations of The Fancy without 
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Tyj.wflrds of proportionate energy to do justice 
" to the subject, that we find Pope and Cowper, 
" in their translation of the Set-to in the lUad, 
" pressing words into the service which had 
*' seldom, I think, if ever, been enlisted into 
" fbe ranks of poetry before. Thus Pope, 

" Secure this band shall bis whole frame confound, 
" Math all his boues aod all his body pound. 

*' Cowper, in the same manner, translates xa^t 

"*' Si irapiitiii, ' pash'd him on the cheek;' 

■' and, in describing the wrestHng-matchj makes 
•* use of a term, now more properly applied to 
" a peculiar kind of blow,* of which Mendoza 
*• is supposed to have been the inventor, 

" Then hia wiles 
" Forgal oat he, but op the bani behim^ 
,-, " Chopp'd him." 

•Mil' ' ' 

. As this work is a classical one, I hope Mr. 

Hazlitt will not be offended by my quoting his 

omiions upon the subject " What we under- 

-f • •'Ia cAflpper is a blow struck on the face with the bick 
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** SfAttd ■ by ca«( or slang phrases. — To givB- 
" Example of what is not very clear in the gwie-' 
" taX statement. I shoiiid say that the phrase 
** ■ TVy cut tvitk a knife, or To cut a piece of wood, 
^*"ffe perfectly free from vulgarity, because it is 
" perfectly cottimon r but to cut an actptaintanee 
" is not quite unexceptionable, because it is not 
*' perfectly common or infelligible, and has hard- 
" ly yet escaped out of the tiniits of slang 
-" phrae^l^^y. I should hardly therefore use 
tM^ word, in this sense without putting k in 
'\ .jt^lic^as a. license of expression, to be receiyed 
,',1 cufi^gram ^alis. Ail provincial or bye-phrtis^ 
,'*,,CC(m^/unde;? ,^e same mark of reprobation— alj 
" such at^.thp, yvfiter tfaosfers to tlie page fronj 
*• his fire-side or a particular coterie, or that he 
'* invents for his own sole use and convenience. 
" I conceive that words are like money, not Uie 
'* worse for being common, but that it is the 
" stamp of custom alone that gives them circula- 
** tion or value." — " The proper force of words 
" lies not in the words themselves, but in their ap- 
" plication. A word may be a fine-sounding 
" word, of an unusual length, and very imposing 
" from its learning and novelty, and yet in the 
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connection in which it is introduced, may he 
" quite pointless and irrelevant. It is not pomp 
" or pretension, but the adaptation of the ex- 
" pression to the idea that clenches a writor's 
" meaning: — as it is not the size or glosstne»9 
" of the materials, hnt their being fitted eacKto 
" its place, that gives strength to the arch ; of aS 
" the pegs and nails are as necessary to the siip- 
** port of the building as the lai^er timbers, and 
**■ more so than the mere showy, unsubstantial 
*' ornaments, I hate any thing that occupies 
** more space than it is worth. I hate to see ft 
•^.loadof band-boxes go along the street, and I 
*v h»te to see a jiarcel of big words without anj^ 
•* thing in them."* . i' 

So do I, Mr. Hazlitt; but, unfortunateryTfcAr 
me, the instance that 1 shall quote to support the 
assertion is from the vulgar tongue. However, 
as some slight balance iu its favour, it has none 
of the emptiness of the band-box about it ; on 
the contrary, it is one of the shortest, if not the 
most emphatic sentences in the English language. 
The Classic, in toasting it over his champagne, 

-^1* Second Vulume of Table Talk : ■' On Jamiliar Style." 
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miglit shnip «p his shoulders, and make wry 
facea, with contempt, at its vulgarity, and let Hie 
force of it die away upon his Ups ; hut to bear 
it from the c/iaffer of a rough and ready costard- 
monger, ogling his Poll from her walker to her 
upper crust, with a pot of heavy in his morley, and 
drinking to her, with a leary, wanton nod', 
" Heres LUCK !" then the beauty and conciseness 
of the ejii^ression, added to the emphasis, charac- 
ter, and eOect of laconic phraseology, muHt be 
felt beyond all doubt : indeed, it is a volume in i 
jtself; aqd even the fear»£d might admit it to be I 
pudtum inparvQ. The shng language, in many 
other instances, is very emphatic — videlicet, Pigs, 
meaning traps, otherwise thief-takers; the etymo- 
logy of which phrase stands good in the rookeries, ] 
although such sort of derivation might be in dan- 
ger of being queered by the M.A.'s at the Uni- 
versities. — The meaning is, that, as the pigs 
.root up the ground with their snouts, so the traps, 
being dawn to the haunts of the thieves, root up 
tbe^i-^« when they want tbein. A more elegant 
illustration cannot be met with even in the wcH-k 
on the " Sublime and Beautiful." The_/?asA 
lingo has, also, its sgnonomies — for money, the 
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lerouB terms are applied, the blunt, the lour, 
kelter, steeven, mopxisses, stuff", cole, rhino, need- 
,^fuit bit, reaily, bustle, &c. &c. 

In order to throw as tmich light npon this dassi- 
eai ftuhject as 1 can, and as there is nothing like 
authorities to proceed upon, I feel induced to 
make the following poetic quotation from a little 
ingenious work* connected with the argument: — ■ 

" But maay of my readers ma; not kaow 

What 'tis the Fancy means, so I'll explain it. 
I hope the eery LEARNED will not throw 
Slors on my explanation, and disdain it c 
fi Tlie best of language o>in but be so, so, — 

Tho' Berkley ^-ret/it, uud tliu' QiRCLAT trmitf 

■ 1 struggle all I can, — 1 do lay best ; 
The thing is dijtcult.—hal let that rest. 

' FANCY'S a term for e»ery blackguardism.— 

A term for favourite men aud favuurtte cocks,— 

A term for gentlcmeo who make a schism 

Without the lobby, or within the box : 

Sm the beBt rogies of polisk'd vitlgabism, 

" And those who deal in scientific kmrcks ; 

», For bulldog breeders, badger-baiters, — all 

■ Who live in gin and jail, or not at all ! 



t Fancy : a Selection from the Poetical Remains of 
the late Peter Corcoran, of Gray's Inn, student -at -law. 
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The subject is so inexhaustible, and travels 
out to such an extent, that it would be a waste ') 
of time to pursue it any further, in order to point I 
out more authorities by way of elucidation ; * 
suffice it to observe, that every exertion has been I 
made to collect and arrange, under their proper 1 
beads, all the new phrases which have occurred | 
since the last edition. To improve, not to de- 
grade mankind ^ to remove igtiorance, aud put 
the UNWARY on their guard; to arouse the 
sleepy, and to keep them awake; to render those 
persons who area/z7t/eup,moreFi.¥: and to cause 
every one to be down to those tricks, mancBuvres, 
and impositions practised in life, which daily 
cross the paths of both young and old, has been 
the sole aira of the Editor ; and if he has suc- 
ceeded in .only one instance in doing good, he 
feels perfectly satisfied that his time has not 
been misapplied. 

PIERCE EGAN. 

Dtctmber t, 1023. 
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FRANCIS GROSE, ESQ. 



Mr. Grose, an eminent antiquary, was the son of a 

jeweller, at Richmond, in Surrey, who fitted up the 

coronation crown for George II. He was bom in 

1731^ and having a taste for heraldry and antiquities, 

bis father procured him a place in the College of Anns, 

^hich, however, he resigned in 1763. By his father he 

was left an independent fortune, which he was not of a 

disposition to add to or even to preserve. He early 

entered into the Surrey Militia, of which he became 

adjutant and paymaster ; but so much had dissipation 

taken possession of him, that, in a situation which, above 

all others, required attention, he was so careless as to 
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have for some time (as he used pleasantly lo tell) ooly two 
books of accoDDts, viz. his right and left hand pockets. 
In the one he received, and from the other paid ; and thia, 
loo, with a want of circumspection which may be readily 
supposed from such a mode of book-keeping. His losses 
on this occasion roused bis latent talents : with a good 
classical education he united a fine taste for drawing, 
which he now began again to coltivate; and, en<;onraged 
by bis friends, he undertook the work from which he 
derived both profit and reputation : his Views of Anti- 
quities in England and Wales, which he first began to 
publish, in numbers, in 1773, and finished in 1776. The 
next year he added two more volumes to his English 
Views, in which be included the islands of Guernsey and 
Jersey, which were completed in 1787. This work, 
which was execnted with accuracy and elegance, soon 
became a favourite with ibe public at large, as well as 
with professed antiquaries, from the neatness of the em- 
bellishments, and the succinct manner in which be con- 
veyed bis information, and, therefore, answered his most 
sanguine expectations ; and, from the time he began it 
to the end of his life, he continued without intermission 
to publish various works, generally to the advantage of 
his literary reputation, and almost always to the benefit 
of his finances. His wit and good humour were the 
abundant source of satisfaction to himself and entertaiu- 
meat to ^hia friendB. He visiled sJinusl every {laiL aC 



i 



FRANCIS OROSB, ESQ. 



kklgxloti], and was a welcome gaesl where»er he 
■went. In the summer of 1789 be aet out on a tonr in 
^Scotland ; Ibe result of wbicb he began to commanicato 
*to the pablic in 1700, in numbers. Before he had oon- 
*tlnded this work, he proceeded to Ireland, intending to 
^fhmish that kingdom with views and descriptions of her 

* antiquities, in the same manner he had executed those of 
'Great Britain ; but, aooli after his arrival in Dublin, 
'\ieABg at the house of Mr. Hone there, he suddenly was 
''iteized at table with an apoplectic fit, on the Gth of May, 
■'ITM, and died immediately. Heiwas interred in Dublin. 

• " Bis literary history," says a friend, " rcspeclable as 
|"h IB, was exceeded by bis good-hufflonr, conviviality, and 

'Wsndship. Living mnch abroad, and in the best com- 
fiay at home, he had the easiest habits of adapting him- 
self to all tempers ; and, 'being a man of genernl know- 
ledge, perpetnally drew out some conversation that was 
either useful to himsfelf, or agreeable to the party. He 
could observe upon most things with precision and judge- 
ment ; but his natural tendency was to humour, in which 
be excelled both by the selection of anecdotes and his 
btenner of telling them : it may be said, too, that his 
figure rather assisted him, which was, in fact, the very 
iHle-page to a joke. He had neither the pride nor 
malignity of authorship : he felt the independency of bis 
own talents, and was satisfied with them without de- 
grading others. His friendships were of the same cast; 



xxzii BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 
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constant and sincere, overlooking some fanlts, and s oofc ^ 
ing oat greater Tirtues/* 

Grose^ to a stranger, says Mr. Noble, anight have bo0^ 
supposed not a somame, bat one selected as significtft^ 
of bis figare, which was more of the form of SanclK^ 
Panga than Falstaff ; but he partook of the properties of 
both. He was as low, sqaat, and rotand as the former, 
and not less a sloven ; eqaalled him, too, in his love of 
sleep, and neariy so in his proverbs. In his wit be wasa 
Falstaff. He was the bat for other mea io shod at, bat 
it always reboanded with a doable force. He ooaU eat 
with Sancho, and drink with the knight. In simplicity, 
probity, and a compassionate heart, he was vriidlj of the 
Panga breed ; his jocalarity coald have pleased a piJBoe. 
In the '' St James 8 Ev^iing Post," the following was 
proposed as an epitaph for him : — 



" Here lies Frajkcis Gbosc. 
On Thursday, Bfmy 1% 1791, 
Death put an end to hb 
Vines and p rm p a iM .^ 

At Hooper*s, the bookseller, in High Holbom, who 
was pablisher of Captain Grose's Works, a room was set 
apart, where a cmtveruOiSme was held between thelitenory 
characters of that period. It is asserted that the Cafrtain 
was a most prominent featare in those meetings, and thai 
the company were delighted with the pecaliar felicitj with 
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he related his varioas facetious stories and inte- 
resting anecdotes. Captain Orose was also a great ob- 
Ber?er of men and manners, and possessed a fine and ac- 
curate taste for painting. Dr. Griffiths, Arthur Murphy, 
Mr. Quick, the celebrated comedian, &c. &c. were 
among the persons who frequently visited the Captain a 
Hooper's, where they discussed the literary topics of 
the day. 

The Captain had a funny fellow, of the name of Tarn 
Oockmgf one after his own hearty as an amanuensis, and 
who was also a draughtsman of considerable merit. He 
waa of great service to the Captain in his Tour through 
England, Ireland, and Scotland. In the latter place, 
C'aptain Grose became intimately acquainted with Robert 
Boms, the poet, who thus describes the Antiquarian : — 



If in your bounds yc chance to light 
Upon a fine, fat, fodgel wight 
O' stature short, but genius bright, 

That's he, mark wcel— 
And wow ! he has an unco slight 

O' cauk and keel. 

It's tauld he was a sodger bred, 
And ane wad rather fa'n than fled : 
But now he's quat the spurtle^Uade, 

And dog-bkin wallet, 
And taen ihe'— ^Antiquarian trade, 

I think they call it. 
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Bttt wad ye see him in his ^ee. 
For mekle glee and (un has he. 
Then set him down, and twa or three 

Code fellows wi' him ; 
And port, Opart! shine thou a wee. 

And then ye*!! see him ! 

Now, hy the Powers o' Verse and Prose ! 
Thou art a dainty chield, O Grose 1— 
Whae'er o* thee shall ill suppose. 

They sair misca' thee; 
I'd tak the rascal hy the nose, 

Wad say. Shame fa^tbee. 

4 



«« 



EPIGRAM ON CAPTAIN FRANCIS GUOSE, 

THE CELEBRATED JSTIQUARUH. 



The foUowiDg Epigram, written in a moment of festtrity by 'Bumsy 
mnch reliihed by Grose, that he made it serre as on excuie fiir piolongiiig iht 
conmial occasion that gare it birth to a Tery late hoar. 

The Devil got notice that Grose was a dying, 

So whip I at the summons, old Satan came flying : 

But when he approached where poor Framcis^ lay mouii^ 

And saw each bed«post with its burden a gnianif^ 

Astonished! confounded! ory'd Satan, byO-d, 

111 want 'im, ere I take such a d ble load. 
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Captftin, it seems, was extremely fond of taking 
his porter of au eveniog at tbe King's Anns,* in Holbom, 
nearly opposite Newlon-Slreel, a house distinguislied for 
tbe company of wits, men of talent, and tbe most re- 
spectable tradesmen in the neighboiirboud of Bloomsbury- 
S(|aare. Mr. Quick was also a constant visiter at the 
King's Arms. Here the Captain was the hero of the 
tale i and oden in turn shook bis fat sides with laughter, 
at the number of " good things," in the shape of btm 
v»U, repartees, &c. which nightly passed between the 
company at one table or the olher. 

The Gaptaia had a man of the name of Batch, who was 
a sort of companion and servant united in the same per- 

* It is worth; of rcmiui:, that the King's Anns boa, for jpnnrds of 
the Inat forty jears, been a tavern of the tome descriptittn : ani) at the 
ptneiit pfiiod (18S3), under the managemCTit of Mr. Dawson, it still 
retains ic« tharacter in beiag iLc resort of men nf literature : per- 
wma coiui«clc<l with thepreis; artists; distinguished perfomiers be- 
\aapttg to the Theatres Royal ; nien of talent in general ; and tner- 
cfaants and tradesmen of the highest respectobilit; in society, where, 
ftfter the fot^nes of their various vocations are over for the ilay, they 
wnkni/, with that playfitlneat of diiposicioD, and liberality of mind, 
which nakes the remeiubnuica of northy and upright companions 
vibrate on the heart with ma^cal elFect. The late much -lamented 
and cdebmtcd coroeilian, Mr. John Emery, till a ehort time before 
hit decease, was a conatnut *iiiier ; here his enlivening conver«ntion, 
cboice anccdates, and humourous songs, never failed to " set the 
tibia m A rear." The King's Arms is also distinguished for an hai^ 
nocdc aodeiy uf the must telect description, denominated the Hi- 

•Kt«M ClVI. 
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son. Batch and his master used freqnenlly to alart at 
midniglit from llie King's Arms, in search of adventorwi 
The Back Sbints of Si. Giles's were explored again ana 
again ; nnd the Captain and Balck made themselves as 
affable and jotly as the rest of the motley crew among the 
beggars, cadgers, thieves, &c. who al that time infested 
the Holy Land!* The Scout-Kens, loo, were ofleii visited 
by them, on the " look-out" for a bit of fan; an^ A^ 
dirty " smoke-pipea " in Tummill-Strect did not spoit the 
Captain's taste in his search after character ! 




* A aote cannut bcilcDiiicdsupeillu'iiia licre, utbcrtrUe 
night remain a purfect pnntdux — the Holg Lund, infcEleil with tliicTMi 
&c. It must cetlmiily is not til? " Land i^ Fromat ;" neiClier out I 
vouch for itie nccuraci^ uf the dcrivalion, wliicb stntes the meaaUf U 
be, thBt the inliubiiauts of the Ualj Land (St. Giles's) ure laan AoU- 
Ij iu their ^rnients ihan r^Aleotii in ihcit coiiiluci. — Sactr, in iMtia, 
tiiiil Sucre, ill French, nre used in the <lc>iible sense of hol^ or eivted! 
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r were llie rough aqnud al Si, Kilts, and " llie 
or-boys cap'ring a-sliore'' ul Sall|)elre-fiaDk, forgotten 
Iftlieir niglitly strolls by Batch ami Lis roaster. 



I In short, wherever a " bit of life" could bo seen fc 
tontage, or the " knowledge-box" of the Captain ohtain 
by Uiing like « " new (iijht " respecting mankind, he fell 
iseif happy, and did not think his time misnpplied. It 
■ from tlieso nucturnal sallies, and the slang es- 
which continually a.ssailed hjf ears, that Cap- 
1. 6^s« was first induced to cuinpile a Classical 
hoTtONABY OP TUB VuLGAR ToNGUE, intended for 
^e amnsement, if not fortbe benefit, of the public. 
Batch, at the request of bis master, was directed one 
; to dress himself in the Captain's regimcolals, in 
Her to personate Mr. Grose on a particular occasion ; bnt, 
ko the character of Falsi'afp, he was obliged to be 
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^ffed" wilh pillows, Bui. before he 
part; the regtracntalfi of the captain being big euon^ 
contain iwo sucli fellows m Batch. But somtiwinli 
fereat from the old axiom of " like jnasler, like mm^ 
poor Batch wss scarcelj dressed for the c1ianujt«T, w b— ■!! 
attempting in tbe street to ascend the steps of a back] 
coach lo join the party in which he iras destined i 
present the Captain, his foot slipped, nnd he i 
rolling into the kennel. Batch fell so eocambered wi^^ 
the atn^nff that he could not get opon his legs, 4 
loudly solicited the assistance of Coachee once cnui 
enable him to obtain his eijuilibriiim. On Jeryy's fi 
him op, one of his hands sunk in, and appeared I 
lost in the belly of the Captain ; when he exclAttaed ^ 
the greatest surprise, " By G — , I nerer felt any i 
Ball my life half eo soft ; what tlie devil is Ihe gei 
I off" — while Mr. Grose, in his private otatlm; 
id, at Hooper's door, laughing at the ludicrooB sot 
and enjoying it ^eyond deacriptiuD. 

Tom Cocking likewise used to relate many drollil 
cnmstances which befel the Captain in hia traveJs><j| 
being Tom't province, at night, to put two simps or« 
I master, for the purpose of keeping lha-boil>aU 
I, Captain Grose being bq bulky and i 
mself. 
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i'Gtttse deJighled much in punning wpon Iiis 
wni figure, of which we sbail mention an instance, as a 
fttof of his familiarity aud good nature. lu a cntinary 
b-k-iHe with liis liouselceeper, she thas expostnlnted 
rilh hiin: — Sir, as you are incUnabk lo be PAT, you 
■oald not eat food of a nouriabiog kind ; you should—" 
^'•yoa jade, (^replied he,) I am not inclinable to be 
t ; ibat I am fat is totally against my iticUnation ; I 
■aider it a misfortune to be fat. For Ibe future, 
trefore, remember tbat I am disinclined to be pat ! " 
- The following anecdote is recorded of Mr. Grose : 
! Wlieo be went to Ireland, his curiosity led him to see 
ivery thing in the capital worthy of notice : in the ootirse 
of his perambolations, he one evening strolled into the 
]iRDcipal meat-market of-Dobltn, when the butchers, as 
, set up their cry of " what do you buy ? what do 
jnn bay, toaster ?" Grose parried this for some time, 
y raying " he wanted nothing -" as last, a butcher starts 
from his stall, and, eyeing Grose's figure from top to 
bottom, which was something like Doctor Slop's in Tris- 
tram Shandy, exclaimed, " Well, air, though you don't 
^nt uoy thing at present, only say you buy your meat 
if niB ; and by G — you'll make my fortune." 

Tlie works of Mr. Grosb are uol only numerous, 
but, also, connected witii the highest ranks in litera- 
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tare ; yet this learned gentleman did not think his 
mis-spent. in stepping aside from subjects of a g 
class to compile a ''Classical Dictionary op 
Vulgar Tongue." This work was published in! 
and has gone through several editions* 



CLASSICAL 
ICTIONARY 

OF THE 

Vulgar Congut. 



.... -. Lady Abbess. Tlie mUtreis of a house of ill 

|X»BOT"s Priory. Tlie King's Bench Prison; this bil of 

. ^"4 gtjicntiiy changes when Uie Lord Chief Justice of the 

I ibittt court retiri-s from hia situation. 

|AUL-Wackbt3. Blows given on the pului of the hand with 

• timtteil hiuulkvrchief, instead of a ferula; a jocular pu- 

DUhnent itmong seamen, who sometimes piny at curds for 

Mckets, Ihe loser sulleriag as many strokes as he has lost 

I AnsAiu A latly's waiting-maid. 
|Abbah. Naked. Cant. 
\stiM Cove. A cant word among thieves, siguifyin^j a 
naked or poor mao; also a lusty, stroug rogue. 
^AbiamMen. Pretended niadmeu. 
Ahau, sham. To pretend sickness. 

ACAD&MT, or PusHlNQ SCHOOL. A cypriau lodge. The 
rtoaliqg Academy; the vessels on board of which those 
persons are cuufint^d instead of transports I ion. ^ 

I i&iiB OF Spades. A widow. 

J AOOOUHODATK, or ACCOMMODATION. In the Sporting World 
m^ it u la {«rt a ukt, ur to let a person go halves (Ihiit is to 
J 0etammo4«tt him} in a bet that is likely to come olf success- 
Ail. It u, nl«o, in an irouical manner, to believe a person 
. wbrn j»u are well a»ured he is uttering a lie ; by observing 
L }BO tiUtK what he is saying, merely to accommoaale liinu 
mOOOOhrn. To cast up one's accounts ; to vnotil. 

You will ride a hone foaled by an Mon, i.e. the 
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■gvH^'f; called also llie Wooden and Three-legged Mbt«: I 
-youwill be hanged. — See Threk-legged Marb. 
'• AcTEON. A cuckold, from the horns planted on tbe head of 
Acteon by Diana. 

Active Citizen. A louse. 

Adam's Alb. Water. J 

Adam Tiler. A pickpocket's aasociate, who receive! the J 
stolen goods and runs off with them. Cant. 

Addle Pate, Aq inconiidetate foolish fellow. 

ADDLE Plot, a spoil-sporti fl mar-all. 

Admiral OF the Blce, who carries Iiis flag on the maiiw 
niaat. A landlord or publican wearing a blue apron, ai 
was formerly the custom among gentlemen of that voca- 
tion. 

Admiral of the Waiikow Seas. One who from drunken- 
ness vomits into the lap of the person sitting opposite lo 
him. Sea pkra^e. J 

Adrift, Loose, turned adrin, discharged. Stapkrate. I 

i£oROTAT, (Cambridgt.) A certificate from the apothecarj % 
that you are indisposed (i. e.) to go lo chapel. He sports an 
£grotat, he is sick and unable to attend chapel or halt. 
It does not follow, however, but that he can ttrwa a piece, 
or sport a pair of oars. 

Affidavit Men. Knights of the post, or false witnenes, 
said to attend Westminster-Hall, and other courts of jus- 
lice, ready to swear any thing for hire. 

Apter-Clap. A demand aHer the first giving in has been 
discharged; a charge for pretended omissions; in short, any 
thtag disagreeable happening after all consequences of the 
cause have been thought at an end. 

Against tub Grain. Unwilling, It went much against tbe 
grain with him, i. e. it was much against his inclination, or 
against his pluck. Speaking of Bacchus, tbe Author at 
" Kaadalt," n Fragment, lays 

" Wine he lore) lo r'nw his alun it^n, 
fiut prime ttae ruin goei agaimi the grain," 

Vide R^indmlTi Dim^ 

AOOG, All-A-gog, Anxious, eager, impBtienli from the 

Italian, agogn&re, to desire eagerly. 
AOROUN D. Stuck fast, stopped, at a loss, ruined ; like a boat 

or vessel aground. 
AlR AND Exercise. He has had air and exercise, i.e.hehai 

been whipped at the carfs tail; or, as it is generally, though 

more vulgarly expressed, at the cart's a-se. 
Alderman. A roasted turkey garnished with sausages; the 

latter are supposed to represent tbe gold chain worn by those 

magistrates. 
Alderman LusHiRoton. See Loan. 
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'A onu^l on the pump at AiUgita'a 1 
excliatige drawn on persons wlia \mvt no efi^cti of the 

Alb Draper. An ale-house keeper. 
Ale Post. A may-pole. 

All-A-mort. Struck dumb, confounded. " What, sweet 
• one, all-a-uiort Y' Shakiprart. 

All Holiday. It is all holiday at Peckliam, or it is all holi- 
day with him: a saying sigai/ying that it is all over with (be 
business or person i]>okea of or allude<l to. 
All Hollow. He was beat all hollow, i.e. be had no cbauce 
> of conquering; it was all hollow, or a hollow thing, it was 

adecided tbing from the beginning. See Hollow. 
^All stv Eye. A lame story. Fudge. 

All Nations. A composiiioo of all the different spirits sold 
, in a dram-stiop, collected in avessel into which tliedrainiags 
' of the bottles and quartern pots are eoiptied, 
'Alls. The five alls is a country sign, representing five human 
~ figures, each having a motto under liim. The first u a king 
in his regalia; his motto, I govern all : the second, a bishop 
% ia |M>ntificals; motto, 1 pray for all: third, a Iftwyer in 
lui gown; motto, I plead for all: fourth, a soldier in hit 
»- regtmenlals, fully accoutred; luotto, 1 light for all: fifth, a 
p*or countryman with bis scythe and rake; motto, I pay fnr 

^Along^Bobe Bovs. Laudsmen. Sta term. 

Alsatia the Higher. Whitefriars, once a place privileged 
)' from arrests for debt, as was also the Mint, but suppressH) 
,* onaccouidor the notorious abuses committed there. Obwktt. 

Alsatia the Loweh. The Mint in Soulhwark. Obtolcte. 

Alsaiians. The inhabitants of Whilefriars or the Mint. Ob- 
Klete. 

Altahbl. a verbal or lump uccuinil, without particulari, 
such as is commonly produced at bawdy-houses, spunging- 
bouKs, <l-c. See Dutch Reckoning. 

Altitudes. The man is in his altitudes, i.e. he is drunk. 

Ambassador. A trick to duck some i^orant fellow or lands* 
taan, frc()Ueiilly played on board ships in tlie warm lalitades. 
It is thus managed : a large tub is filled with water, and two 
•tools placed on each side of it : over tlic whole is Ibrowti 
* tarpaulin, or old sail ; this is kept tight by two perwus, 
who are to represent the king and queen of a foreign country, 
and ara seated on the stools. The person intended to be 
ducked plays the ambassador, and, after repeating e ridicu- 
lous speech dictated to him, is led in great form up to (he 
throne, aod seated between the king and queen, who nse 
suddenly, as soon as he is seated, he falls backwards into 
the tub of water. 

9i 
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Ambassador op Morocco. A shoemaker, (t'iiit Mn. 

Clarke's Examination). 
Ambidexter. A luwyer nlio lak« fees from bolb plaiatiff 
and defeadatit, or tliat goes saacks with both pHrties id 
gaming. 
Amen Curler. A parish clerk. 
A.MEN. He said Yes and Amen lo every thing; he agreed to 

eiiery thing. 
Aminadab. a Jeering name for a Quaker. 
Ame^Ace. Wilhin amea aee: nearly, very near. 
Ammdmtion Wives. GirU of the town, doiiiej. Sea ten*- 
Amuse. To fling dust or tnufT in the eyi-s of the penOD 

intended to be rohbed; ulso tu invent some pluusible tste, lo 

delude shop-keepers and others, thereby to put them of 

their guard. Cant. 
Amosbrs. Rogues who carry snuff or dust in iheir pocket^ 

which they throw into the eyes of any person they inteno 

to rob, and, running away, th'eir accomplices (pretending to 

astist and pity the h&lf-blinded person) take that opportUBlly 

of plundering him. 
Anabaptist. A pickpocket caught in the fact and punuhed 

with the discipline of the pump or horse-pond. 
Anchor. Bring your a-se to an anchor, i.e. sit down. To 

let go an anchor'to the windward of the law; to keep withui 

the letter of the law. Sea wit. 
Andrew Miller's Lugger. A king's ship or vessel. SA' 

cant. 
AmolbKS. Pilferers, or petty thieves, who, with a Itln 

having a hook at the emf, steal goods out of shop-window^ 

grates, &c.: aUo those nho drdw in or entice unwary pe^ 

sous to prick at the belt, or such like devices. 
Angling for Farthings. Begging out of a priioD<Wia- 

dnw with a cap, or box, let down at the end of a long I 

Blring. 
Ankle. A girl who is got with cliild is said lo have sprxinej 

her ankle. 
Anodyne Necklace. A halter. 
Anthony, to knock. Said of an in-kneed person, or one 

whose knees knock together; to cuff Jonas. Set Jonax, 
Apb Leader. An old maid; their punishment after dealh, 

for neglecting to increase and multiply, will be, it is >ai<t^ 

leading apes in hell. 
Apostles. To manoeuvre the apostles, i.e. rob Peter 

pay Paul; ihat is, lo borrow money of one man 

another. 
Apostles. (Cambridge.) Men wbo are plucked, refti 

their degree. 
Apothecary. To talk like an apothecary: to use bard 



knowledge generally put on by the gentlemen of lfii!i pro- 
feuion, who are commonly at superficial in their leurning a» 
they are pedantic in their language. 

Applb-Cart. Down with his apple-cart; knock or throw 
bim down. 

ApplE'Ddmfling Shop. A woman's bosom. 

Applh-Pib Bed. A bed made apple-pie Tashian, like what 
is called a turnover apple-pie, where the sheets are »o 
doubled as to prevent any one from pelting at his length 
between them : a common trick played by frolicsome country 
lasses on their sweethearts, male relHlions, or visiters. 

Apron -String-Hold. An estate held by a man dunii'> bit 
wife's life. 

Abcu Duke. A comical or eccentric fellow. 

^BCH BoouE, DiMBBR Dambeb Upbight Man. The 
chief of a gang of thieves or gypsies. ^ 

^■CH Dell, or Arch Doxy, signifies the same in rank 
amoDg the female canters or {^yp!)ie9. 
Ian. Hut. Cant. 

AssA Sneak, or Area Slum, The practice of slipping 
VDperceived down tbe areas of private houses, and robbing 

, . tlw lower apartments of plate or other articles. 

AbMOUR. In his armour, pot valiant. 

^KE. A boat or wherry. Let ui take an ark and winn;, let 
OS take a sculler. Cant. 

^BK Pirates. Tliievesnho rob and plunder on navigahle 

then. Sai cant. 
ikHK Ruffians. Rogues who, in coi^junction with water- 
BMn, rob, and sometimes murder, on tbe water, by pick- 
ing a quarrel with the passengers in a boat, boarding it, 
plundering, stripping, aad throwing them overboard. &c.' 
A species of badger. Cant. 
Arm-Pits. To work under the arm-pits, is to practise only 
inch kinds of depredation, as will amount, upon conviction, 
to what the law terms single, or petty larceny; the extent 
of punishment for which is transportation for leven years. 
By following this system, a thief avoids the halter, which 
certainly is applied above the arm-pits. 
AUah now. An unmeaning expletive, frequently used by 

Ihe vulgar Irish. 
Aug Monica. A bum fiddle. 

Arse, To hang an arse ; to bang back, to be afraid to ad- 
VHuce. He would lend his a-se, and sh-le through bis ribs ; 
a saying of any one who lends his money inconsiderately. 
He would lose bis a-se if it was loose ; suid of a careless 
person. A-se about; turn round. 

ARsv vab«ey. To fall arsy variey, i. e. bead over heel*. 
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Abticlb. a ri'encb. A prime article, A bandsooK gut. 

Sbe'j a prime article (whip $laHg}, she's n cleveli*h good 

piece, a hell of a goer. 
Ask, or Ax my A — SE. A common reply to any question; 

still deemed wit at sea, and formerly at court, uudef lb* 

denomination of selling bargains. See Baroain. 
Absig. An agsiftiiation. 
ATHARAErAN Wench, or QuicuNgCK VuLT. A fomard 

girl, ready to oblige every man tbat sball ask her. 
Aunt. Mine aunt; a bawd or procuress: a title of einiuence 

for Ibe senior deUt, wbo serve /ur inslruttresses, midwtvrSf 

&c. for Ibe dtlU. Cant. See Dkllh. 
AvoiB DU pois Lay. Stealing brass wei|;bts off the coanleik 

of sbops. Cant, 
AUTEM. A cburcli. 
AtJTEM Bawlek. a parson. Conl. 

Adte" Prick"*?;. } Dissenter, of e.ery denoainalion. C™t 

AuTEM Cackle-Tub. A conventicle or meeting-house for 
dissenters. Cant. 

AUTBM Dippers. Anabaptists. Conl. 

AuTEM Dn'EBG. Pickpockets wbo practise in cburchesi 
also churchwardens and overseers of the poor. Cant, 

AUTEH MoRT. A married woman j also a fcmab 

with several children hired or borrowed to excite cbariiy^ 
Cant. ^ 

AuTEM QoAVEE'TvB. A Quaker's meeting-house. Cant. 

Awake. An expression used on many occasions ; as a thief 
will say to his accomplice, on perceiving thn person tbej' 
are about to rob is aware of their intention, and upon fats 
guard, ttoio it, the cove'* awake. To hi; awake to any 
acheme, deception, or design, means, generally, to see 
through or comprehend it. 



Babes in the Wood. Criminals in the stocks, or pillory. 
Babble. Coufuscd, uniotelligible talk, such as was used ifc 

the building of the tower of Babel. 
Back Biteb. One wlio slanders another behind his back*,. 

i, e. in his absence. His bosom friends are beconic bis baolj^ 

biters, said of a lousy man. 
Bacebd. Dead. He wishes to have the senior, or M^ 

squarC'toes, backed; be longs to have his father on tix^ 

men's shoulders ; that is, carrying to the grave. 
Back Jump. A back-window. M 



Back Slang. To enUr ur come out o( a house by the back- 
door; or, to go a circuitous or private way thrnugh the 
itreets, ia order to avoid any particular place in the direct 
road, is termed back -slanging it. 
Back Slum. A back-room; also the back entrance to any 
house or premises ; thus, we'll give it 'em on the back-slum, 
means, we'll get in at the back-door. 
^ Back dp. His back is up, i. e. he is offended or angry ; an 
expression or idea taken from a cat; that animal, when 
angry, always raising its back. An allusion also sometimes 
itied to jeer a crooked man; as. So, sir, I »cc somebody 
' has offended you, for your back is up. 
Bacon. He has saved his bacon; be bas escaped. He has 
a good voice to beg bacon ; a saying in ridicule of a bad 
voice. 

—^ Bacon-fackd. Pull-faced. 
f Bacon-fed. Fat, greasy, 

I BaoBakoain. One of bis majesty's bad bargains; a worth- 
less toldier, a malingeror. See Malincbkor. 
Bad Halfpenny. When a man has been upon any erraad, 
or attempting any object which has proved unsuccessful or 
inpracticable, he will say, on his return, It's a bad half- 
penny : meaning he has returned as he went. 
Badge. A term used for one burned in the hand. He has 
got his badge, and piked ; be was burned hi the hand, and 
n at liberty. Cant. 
Badge-Coves. Parish pensioners. Cant, 
Badgers. A crew of desperate villaitts who rob near 
rivers, into which they throw the bodies of llioie they mur- 
der. Cant. 
Bao. He gave them the bag, i. e. left them. 
Bag of Nails. He squints like a bag of nails, i. e. his 
eyes are directed as many ways as the points of a bag of 
nails. The old Bag of Nails at Pimlico; originally the 
Bacchanals. 

Baggage. Heavy baggage; women and children. Also a 
familiar epithet for a woman ; as, cunning baggage, wanton 
baggage, &c. 
Baker's Dozen. Fourteea; that number <^ rolls being 

allowed to the purchasers of a clozeu. 
Baker-kneed. One whose knees knock together in walking, 
■s if kneading dough. 
' Baldesdash. Adulterated wine. Lewd conversation. 
Ball of Fire. A glass of brandy. Cant 
^ Balsam. Money. 

|Bu.lllt Rancum. A hop or dance, where Ibe women an ^11 
'^ proithutes. N.B. The company dance in their VrtMMf 



. B<lM. A JucpUr imposition, the same as a bumbng. Ste 
Humbug. 
Bamdoozlr. To make a fool of any one, la humbug or 
, impose on Inm. 

Bandbox. My a-ae on a baailbox; an answer to tbe ofl^r 
„. of any thing tnacle<iuate to the purpose for wbicb it i* 
proffered, like offering a bandbox for a seat. 
Bandbd. Hungry. Canl. 
,-' Bandog. A bailiff or bis follower; also a vei^- fierce nuntiff: 
likewite, » bandbox. Cant. 
Bandb. To wear tbe bands, is to be hungry, or short of 
food fnr any length of time ; a phrase chielly used on board 
the hulks, ur in jails. 
. Bandt. a kixpcnce. Cant. 

Bang Ui>. (Whip.) Quite the thing. Well done. Com-, 
, plete. Dushiug. In a handsome stile, A bang up cove; 
a dashing fellow who spends his money freely. To baag up 
prime; to bring your horses up in u dashing or line 6tyl«: 
as the swell's rattler anil prads are bang up prime; the 
tjentlemun sports an elegant carriage and fine horses. A 
man, who has behaved with extraordinary spirit and resolu- 
tion in any enterprise he baa been engaged in, is aUo said to 
have come bang up to the mark ; any article whieh is re- 
markably good or elegant, or any fashion, act, or meuurc 
which is carried to the highest pilch, is likewise illustrated 
by tbe same empliatical phrase. 
. Bang. To beat. 
Ranging. Great; a fine banging boy. 

Bang Stkaw. A nick-name for a thresher, but applied to 
all the servants nf a farmer. 
. Bankrupt Cart. A one-horse chaise, said to he so called 
by a Lord Chief Justice, from thrir being so fretguently 
used on Sunday jaunts by extravagant shopkeepers and 
tradesmen. 
Bankrdptcy List, to be put on the, signifies, in pugilism — 
To be completely finished. Itandall, in his jH)etic Farewell 
to the Prite Ring, says, 

" Oh sad ii llie bean Ihat can imj • llie deuce like her.' 
Td Fine, when ihc'i bacliiiig ■ blade ot ll>c Ei! ; 
BulTutncrl'ireriBon'rimt; »ai lAmm the Bakrr, 
I'd very near [lUt on the Oankmptty liit." 

Vidc'Randall't Diary. 

Banks's IIohsd. A horse famous for playing tricks, tbe 
property of one Banks. It is mentioned in Sir Walter 
RuUigkt Hut. of the World, p. 178; also by Sir Kenelm 
Digby and Btn Jonson. Obtoltte, 

BANTLino A young chil.l. 

Banyan Dat. A ms Urm for those days on which no i«eat 
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is allowed to llie sailors; the term is borrowed frnm the 
Banvans in the East Indies, a cast that eat nothing that 
ku had life. 
Baptised, or Christened. Rum, brandji, or any otbei 

spirits, that have been lowered with water. 
Barbsr's Chair. She is as common as a barber's chair, in 
which a whole parish sit to be trimmed i said of a prostitute. 
Bakbgr's SioN. A standing pole and two wash-balU. 
Basoain. To sell a bargain: h species of wit, much in 
vogue about the latter end of the reign of Queen Anne, 
and frequently alluded to by Dean Swift, who sayi the 
maids of honour ot^en amused tlicmselves with it. It con- 
sisted in the seller naming his or her hinder parts, in an- 
swer to the (jucstiDn, Wbatt which the buyer was artfully 
led to ask. As a specimen, take the following instance: A 
lady wnuld come into a room full of company, appareolty 
in a fright, crying ont. It is white, and follows me! On 
any of the company asking. What? she sold the bargain, 
by saying. My a-se. 
Barokes. (Cambridge.) Bar^e-men on the river. 
Barker. The shopman of a bow-wow shop, or dealer ia 
second-hand clothes, particularly about Monmouth'Street, 
who walks before hia master's door, and deafens every pas- 
setige with his cries of — Clothes, coats or gowns; — what 
d'ye want, gewuKu? — what dye buy? See Bow-wow 
Shop. 
Barkshirb. a member or candidate for Barksbire, said of 

one troubled with a cough : vulgarly styled barking. 
Barking- Irons. Pistols, from their explosion resembling 

the bow-wow or barking of a dog. Irtih. 
Barn. A parson's bam; never so full but there is still room 
for more. Bit by a barn mouse, tipsey, probably from an 
allusion to barley. 
Barnaby. An old dance to a quick movement. See Cotton, 
in his Virgil Travesti; where, speaking uf £olus, he has 
tbete lines, 

■• Boanc 

And IT 

Barnacle. A good job, or snack easily got: aUo shell-fisii 
growing at the boltoms of ships; a bird of the goose kind; 
an instrument like a pair of pincers to fix on the noses 
of vicious horses whilst shoeing; a nick-name for spectacles, 
and also for the gratuity given to grooms by the buyers aud 
tellers of horses. 

Barbbl Fever, tic died of the barrel fever; he killed 
himself by drinking. 

Baiirow Man. A man under sentence of transportation i 
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alludipg to tbe coovicU at Woolwich, who aoe principally 
employed in wheeling barrows full of brick or dirt. 

Bastuolomew Baby. A person dressed up in a tawdry man- 
, ner, like the dolls or babies sold at Bartliobmew fair. 
. Bash. To bounce over any person, to blow up. 

Ba&ket, An exclamation frequeitlly made u&e of in c»>ck~ 
pits, at cock-fightings, where persons refusing or unable to 
pay their losings, are adjudged by that respectable asseubty 
to be put ioto a basket suspended over tbe pit, there to 
remain during that day's diversion: on the least demur to 
pay a bet. Basket is vociferated in Urrortm. He grins like ' 
a basket of chips : a saying of one %vho is on tlie broad 
grin. 

Baskbt-MAKINO. The good old trude of basket-making : 
copulation, or making feet for children's stockings. 

Bastabdlv Gdllion. a bustard's bastard. • 

Baste. To beat. I'll give him his bastings, I'll beat him 
heartily. 

Bastile. a flash term for the House of Correction, in Cold 
Bath Fields: >o termed when under the management of 
Governor Aris. For shortness termed the Stul. 

Basting. A beating. 

Bastonading. Beating any one with a stick; from baton, 
a stick, formerly spelt basloo. 

Bat. a low whore: so called from moving out like bate in 
tbe dusk of the evening. 

Batch. We had a pretty batch of it last night; we bad a 
hearty dose of liquor. Batch originally means the whole 
quantity of bread baked at one time in ao oven. 

Battner. An ox: beef being apt to batten or fatten those 
tlmt eat it. The cove has hushed the battner ; i. e. hat 
killed the ox. 

Batcuelor's Fare. Bread and cheese and kisses. . 

Batcuelo&'s Son. A bastard. 

Battle Royal. A battle or bout at cudgels or tisty-cufTs, 
wherein more than two persons are eni;aged : perhaps from 
its resemblance, in that particular, to more serious engage- 
ments fought to settle royal disputes. 

Bawbee. A halfpenny. Scotch. 

Bawbels, or Bawblbs. Trinkets; a man's testicles. 

Bawd. A female procuress. 

Bawdy Basket. The twenty-third rank of canters, who 
carry pins, tape, ballads, and obscene books, to sell, but 
live mostly by steuliug. Cant. 

Bawdy-HOVSE Bottle. A very small bottle ; short measure 
being among the many means used by the keepers of those 
houses to gain what tliey call an honest livelihood: indeed 
this is one of the least reprehensible ; as the less they give m 
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mm of their beverages for fait money tbe kinder tfaej 

befaave (oliim. 

Bat Fbveb. A lenn of ridicule applied to conviclac^lio 

iham illness, to avoid bdng »ent lu Botany Bay. ' 

Bay of Condolence. Where we console our friendf, if 

ptacked, and left at a Nonplus. Ojf. Univ. Canl. 
BbadlK. a blue roquelanrc, to sjiarl a Beadle, to JUf a 

JBtadlr. Arc. &c. Cant. 
3buc. a justice of pence, or magislrate. Also a judge or J 
ebaimiBB who presides in coutI. I cinpp'd my preper« full I 
of tears, and so the old beak set me free ; I began to weep, 1 
»nd the Judge set me free. Tbe late Sir John Fitting, I 
of police meoiury, was known among fmnily people hy the I 
dlJe of the blinii beak. I 

Bean. A guinea. Half Bhan ; half a guinea. I 

Bbab. One Who conlntcts to deliver a certain (|uiuitity or J 
inra of slock in Wie public funds, on a fature day, and at a | 
staled price ; or, in other words, sell) what be hatt tiol got, I 
like the huntsman in the fable, who sold the bear's skin 1 
before the bear wat killed. As the bear sells Ibe stock lie I 
is Dot possessed of, so tbe bull purchases what lie has not 1 
money to pay for ; but, in case of any alteration in the price 1 
igrved OD. either party pays or receives the difference, j 
Slock Exchange, I 

BBAK.OARDEN Jaw ot Discovbse. Rudc, vulgar language, j 
sucb as was used at the bear-gardens. J 

Bear Leadek. A travelling tutor. J 

Bhaui> Sputteb. A man much given to wenching. I 

Beakinos. I'll bring bim to his benrings ; I'll bring liim to I 
reawn. Sra term. ' I 

BbA9T. To drink like a beast, i, c. only when thirsty. 1 

BSAST WITH Two Backs. A man and woman in the act of 1 
oopalation. Shakiptare in Othello. 1 

BeateB Cases. Boots. Cant. J 

BsAtJ-NASTV. A slovenly foji; one finely dressed, but dirty. I 
BSAt] Trap. A loose stone iu the pavement, under whitA I 
micr lodges, asd on being Irod upon squirts it up, to tbt I 
great dumage of white stockings; also a sharper neatly I 
dtesaed, lying in wait for raw country squires, or ignorant 
fops. 
BsCALUEn. A piece of sea wit, sported in hot weather. I 
am becalmed, the sail sticks lo the ntast; thai is, my 
Ahirl slicks 1(1 my Iiack. Ills pmd it becalmed; his horse 
it knocked up. 
BXCK. A beadle. See Hebmanbbck. 

Bed. Put lo bed with a mattock, and tucked Up with a 
s|»de: said of one that is dead and buried. Von will go 
vp a ladder lo bed. i.e. you will be hanged. In many 
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country places, persona banged are made to mount up a Ud- 
der, wliicb h afterwards turned round or taken away ; whence 
Iheterm, "Turned off." 

Bedfordshire. I am for Bedfordshire, i. e. for going lo bed. 

Bedizened, Dressed out, over-dressed, or awkwardlj' or- 
namented. 

Bed-Maker. Women employed at Cambridge to attend on 
the students, sweep their rooms, &c. They will |)ut Iheir 
hands to any thing, and are generally blest with a prett; 
family of daughters ; who unmake the beds as fast as tbey 
are made by their mothers. 

Beef. To cry beef; to give the alarm. They have cried 
beef on us. Caut. To be in a man's beef; to wound hin 
with a sword. To be in a woman's beef; lo having carna 
knowledge of her. Say you bought your beef of me; i 
jocular request from a butcher lo a fat man, implying that 
he credits the butcher who serves him. 

Beef Eater. A yeoman of the guards, instituted by Henry 
VII. Their otKce was to stand near the bouSet, or cup- 
board, thence called Bouffelicrs, since corrupted to Beef 
Eaters. Others suppose Ihey obtained this name from the 
size of their persons, and the easiness of their duty, i 
having scarcely more to do than to eat the king's beef. 

Bees-Wax. Cheese. Cant. 

Beetle-browed. One having thick projecting eye-brows. 

Beeti.e-hbadkd. Pull, stupid. 

Beggar Maker. A publican, or ale-bouse keeper. 

Beggar's Bijllbts. Stonei. The beggar's bullets began lo 
fly, i. e. they began to throw stones. 

Bejlby's Ball. He will dance at Beilby's Ball, where the 
sheriff pays the music; he will be hanged. Who Mr. 
Beilby was, or why that ceremony was so called, remaina, 
with the quadrature of the circle, the discovery of the phi- 
losopher's slone, aud divert other desiderata, yet undis- 
covered. 

BelAV. To stop. Sea term. 

Belch. All sorts of beer; that liquor being apt lo cause 
eructation. 

Belcher. A yellow silk handkerchief, intermixed with white 
and a little black. 7Xe kiddy Jiaskti hh Bdther : the 
young fellow wears a silk handkerchief round his neck. 
First introduced by the celebrated Jem Belcher. 

Bell, Book, and Candle. They cursed him with bell, 
book, and candle; an allusion to the popish form of ex- 
eummuDicaling ami anathematizing pemons who bad of- 
fended the church. 

Bell, to bear the. To excel or surpass all competitors, to 
be the principal in a body or society ; an allusion to the 
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fore horse or leader of n leain, whose liamest is coiumuul]' 

ornamented with a bell or beth. Some suppose it a term 

burrowed from au ancient (ournametit, where llie victorioui ] 

knigbt bore awa^ the bellr or fair lady. Others derive I 

it from a horse-race, or other rural coo tent ions, where belU J 

were frequently given as prutei. I 

Bbllows. The lungs, ^ I 

Bbllower. The lowu crier. I 

" Bellowser. Transportation for life : i. c. us long. 1 

Belly. His eye wus bigger than his belly; a saying of a ] 
person at table, who takes more on his plate thau he can eat. I 

BeLLYPt'L. A hearty beating, sufficient tu make a tnao j 
yield or give out. A woman with child is also said to haw J 
got her belly full. I 

Belly Cheat. An apron. I 

Bblly Plba. The plea of pregnancy, generally adduced by J 
female felons capitally convicted, which they lake care M 4 
provide for previous to their trials; every gaol havuig, to J 
the Beggar's Opera informs us, one or more child -get teri, I 
who qualify the ladies for that expedient to procure a respiln J 

Belly Timber. Food of all sorta. I 

Bbll Swagger. A noisy bullying fellow. : J 

Bell Wether. The chief or leader of a mob; an idea I 
taken from a flock of sheep, where the wether has ■ bcU I 
about his neck. 1 I 

Bender, A sixpence. , Cant. l 

Bender. An ironical word used in conversation by flaa^ ' 
people; as where one party alfirms or professes any thing 
which the other believes to he false or insincere, the latter 
expresses his incredulity by exclaiming, Beuder! or, if one 
K»ks another to do any act which the latter considers unrea- 
sonable or impracticable, he replies, O, yes, I'll do il — 
Bender; meaning, by the addition of the last word, thai, 
in fact, he will do no such thing. 

Bene. GomI. — Benar. Better. Cant. 

Bene Bowse. Good beer, or other strong liquor. Cant, 

Bene Cove. A good fellow. Cant. 

Bene Darkmans. Good night. Cant. 

Benb Feakers. Counterfeiters of bills. Cant. ^ ' 

Bene Feakers of Gybes. Counterfeiters of passes. Cant. 

Beneshiply. Worsliipfully. Cant. 

Ben. a fool. Cant. 

Benisu. Foolish, 

Benjy. a vest. Cant. 

Bermudas. A cant name for certain places iu London, privi- 
leged against arrests, like the Mint, in Southwark. Ben 
Jonion. These privileges are abolished. Obfutett. 

Bess, or Betty. A small instrument used by houte-breakers 
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l« fiwce open doors. Bring liess ami glim; bring the Inttru- 
a<^nt to force the door and the dark lanlhorn. Small Aaski, 
like those for Florence wine, are also called Bellies. 

BBSS, fire Brown Bess. 

Bbht. To get your money at the best, signilies to live by dis- 
honest or fraudulent practices, without labour or industry, 
according to the general acceptation of tlie falter worrfj 
but, certainly, no persons have more occasion to be indui- 
Irious, and in a state of perpetual action than cross cov»; 
■■ fend, experience has proved, when too late, to many of ibem, 

"' that honesty is the best policy; and, consequently, that the 

> above phrase is by no means d propos. 

ftXST op A Charley. Upselling a watchman in his bcz, 

Betty. A picklock; to unbelty, or betly a lock, is to open 
or rolock il, by means of the belly, so as to avoid sabse- 
quenl detection. 

IMiTTV Mahtin. That's my eyr, Bettij Marlin; an answer 
to Buy one that attempts to impose or huDibug; a corruption 
of " Itliki beata ntarlinis.'' 

BltVEB. A morning's luncheon: also a fine hal; beaver's fur 
making the best lials. 

Beverage. Garnish money, or money for drink, demanded 
of any one having a new suit of clothes. 

DiBLK. A boatswain's great sxe, Sra tertn. 

Bible Oath. Supposed by the vulgar to be more binding 
than an oath taken on the Testament only, as being the big- 
ger book, and generally containing both the Old and New 
Testaments. 

BlBiTY, or Chick-A-BIDdt. A chicken; and, tigwratively, a 
young wench. 

Bidet ; commonly pronounced Bioev. A kind of tub, coo- 
trived for ladies to wash themselves, for which purpose Ifary 
bestride it like a French pony, or post-hor»e, called. In 
French, bidets. 

BiENLY. Excellently, She wheedled so bienly; sbe coimd 
or flattered so cleverly. French. 

Bill AT Sight, To pay a bill at sight; to be ready at Itlt 
limes for the venereal act. 

Bilk. To cheat. Let us bilk the rattliRg cove; let ut 
cheat the hackney coachman of his fare. Cant. Bilking a 
coachman, a box-keeper, and a poor whore, were, formertg, 
among men of the town, thought gallant actions. 

Bill of Sale. A widow's weeds. Set House to let. 

BiLLiNOSGATB LANGUAGE, Foul language Or abuse. Billingi- 
gateis the market where thefishwomen assemble In purchase 
Dsb; and where, in their dealings and disputes, they are 
somewhat apt to leave decency and good inanners a little on 
Ite kfl hand . 
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BlMO. To go. Vtmt. Ring avait; get yoii gODe. Biaged 
arasl iu adarkmaus; »U>le awaj' i» tfac iiigliL Biug w* to 
Aiunrtiilei alialt we go tu LoadonT 

BlNoo. Braudy or olhrr spirituous liiguor. Cant. 

BiMoo Boy. A dniui drinker. Caul. 
• BiNCO MoRT. A t'eomle dram drinker. Cant. 

BlNNACLK Word. A Tine or atTccted word, wbicli uilart 
jwringl^ offer lo chalk up ou the binnucle. 

Bird and Babv. The sign of the eagle and child. 

BiBO-wiTTED, IncoDsi derate, thoughtless, easily imposed oa. 

Bnuya-BYB Wipe. A spotted baodkercliief. Canl. 

Birds of a Feather. Kogues of the same gang. 

BtKTB'DAV Sdit. He was in his birth-day suit, that is stadt 
naked. 

BUHOP. A mixture of wiue and water into wbkh is put a 

roasted oruage. 
'Bifiiioi>P£D, or To Bishop. A term used among horue-deulen 
for burning the oiark into a hoDie's toolh aAer he bus loit it 
by age: by liiihopping, a bone ia made lo appear younger 
tkan he 19. It is a comniOD laying of milk that ia burnt, too, 
that the bishop has set his fool ia it. Formerly, when a 
Mtbop p4is9cd through u village, all the inbabitanti ran oul 
of (bair houses to solicit his blessing, eren leaving their mUk, 
Ac. OD the fire, to take iti chauce, which, whea burut, wal , 
said Id be bishoppcd. 

Bistiar THE Balls. A term used among printers, to inter 
(beia. 

Bit. Money. He grappled the cull's bit; he sciicd the nsn's 
money. A bit U ulso the smallest coin in Jamaica, cijual to 
about sixpence sterling. To grab the bit; to aciee the 
cash. 

Bitch. A she dog or doggt-ss; the roost offensive appeibtion 
that can be given to an English woman, even more provoking 
tfaan that of whore, a* may be gathered from llie regular 
Billingfgutc or S(. Giles's answer — '■ I may be a whore but 
can't be a bitch." 

BtTCS. To yield or give up an attem|>t Uirougfa fear. To 

' ftand bitch; to make tea, or do the honours of the tea-table, 
performing a female part: bitch there standing for woman, 
species fur geuus. 

&rTCB BooBV. A country wench. Miiitaryttrm. 

filT Fakrb. a coiner. Cant. 

BtTOFtiio. Fun. A spree, *c. C'oiir. 

BrriL To over-reach or impose; also to steal. Cant. 
Biting was once esteemed a kiud of wit, similA !• tJie hura- 
bsg. Ad instance of it is given in the Spectator :-~ A man, 
■auer sentence of death, having sold bia body to a sar- 
(Mo, mther below the market price, on receivia| the mo- 
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uty, crwd A biU ! I am lo be handed in cLains, To bile 

the roger; to steal a portmanteau. To bile the wiper; 

tieal a handkeroliief. To bile on the bridle; to be pinched, 

(ir reduced lo diflicidlies. Hark ye, friend, wbethw do 

they bite in the collar or ibe cod-pieceT JVater wit It 

angUrt. 
Blab. A lell-lale, or one mcapubie of keejiini; a »ecrot. 
Black and White, la nriliu^. I bave it in black and white; 

1 have wrillen evidence. 
Black Art. The^art of picking a lock. Cant. 
Black A-Se. A copper or kettle. The pot calls tbe keUfe 

black a-se. Cant. 
Black Book. He is down in Ibe black botik ; i. e. hai a ilain 

ill hia character. A black book is kept in most regiments, 

Mbercin the nauiea nf all persons sentenced to punitbraenl 

are recorded. 
BliACS Box. A lawyer. Cant. 
Black Diamonds. Coals. Cant. 
Bl-ACK Eye, W« gave llie )H)ttle a black eye; i. e. dmik it 

almost up. He caonot say black is Ihe white of my ey^i be 

cannot point out a blot in iny character. 
Black Flv. The greatest drawback on lite farmer is the black 

fly, i. e. the pardon who takes the tithe of Ihe barvesL 
Black Guard, A shabby, raeau fellowt a term said to be 

derived from a number of dirty, tattered, vaguisb boyi, who 

Bllended al the Hone Guards and Parade, in St. iamei'a 

Park, to black Ihe boots and shops of Ihe soldiers, or to do 

Huy other dirty oDices. These, from their constant attend* 
' Mice about the time nf guard mounting, were' nick-asmed 

Ihe black guardt. 
Black Jack. A nickname given lo Ihe late Recurdn of 
■ London by the thieves. 
Black Jokb. A popular tune to a sonf;, having for the 

burden, " Her black joke and belly so white ;" figuratively, 

Ihe black Joke signities the monosyllable. See Monostl- 

lablE. 
Black Legs. A gambler or sharper on the lurf or in tbe 

cock-pit: so called, perhaps, from their appearing geneiaUy 

in boots; or else from gamecocks, whuje legs are alwayi 

black. 
Black Monday. The first Monday after the school-boy*' 

holidays, or breaking up, when they arc to go to school and 

produce or repeat the tasks set ibem. 
Black Psalm. To sing the black jisalm; to cry: a eayiog 

used lo children. 
Black Spick Racket, To rob chiomey-sweeper* of tfaelr 

soot-bag aiid soot. * ■' 

Black Sl>V. The devil; a smith; nn informer. Canl, 




1 



Black Strap. Bch Carlo ntw; alio pari. A task oflabnur 
imposed ud soldier* at Gibrallar, hi a piiniihmriil for small 
oS'rncei, 

Blank. To iuuk blank; lo appear diiappointed or con- 
foiinded. 

Blanket Hoknpips. Tlie aniaruu» coii(!re»s. 

Blabnrv. He ha» lii:ked tile blarney sluue; tic deab in the 
wwaderful, or tt|iii us the traveller. The blurney stone u a 
Iriangulur Mune on ibe verv lti|i *tf an ancient castle of Ibal 
nsine in llie county of Cork, iu ircland, extremely difficult 
■tt 8voe«b: »u ibat to have aaceuiied to it was cuntiderecl as 
s proof of perseveruucF, cuumge, and a^lily, whereof many 
we supposed to claitn (he honour who never achieved (he ad- 
venture: and to tip the blarney is, tiguratively uaed, telling 
■ iMirvelluiis atory, ortaliily: and also Mtmelimes (o expreu 
flattery. Iriih. 

Blasted Fellow, or Ukimstonk. An abandoned ro^ue 
or prostitute. Cant. 

Blast. To curse. 

'BlatkR. a citlf. Cant. 

'BLBACHKii MoRT. A fair-compleuoiied wench. 

Blbateks. Thoite cheated by Jack in a box. Cant. Set 

.. Jack in a Box. 

Blbating Cheat. A sheep. Cant. 

Blbatino Rig. Shee)>-stealing. Cant. 

BbBKDERs. Spun. He dapped bis bleedcn to his prad ; he 
pBt spurs to bis horse. 

bLBEMNG Cully. One who parts easily with his money, or 
bleeds freely. 

SING. A small i|Uiinttly over and uhove the measure, 
usually given by huxters dealiug in peat, beans, and other 
vegetables. 

Blind. A feint, pretence, or shift. 

Blino Cheeks. The breech. Buss bliud cheeks i kiss mine 

Blind Cupid, The backside. 

IU Excuse. A poor or insufficient excuse. A blind >1e- 
lue. lane, or alky ; an obscure or little known or fre- 
quented alc'buuiie, lane, or alley. 
Blind Habfeks. Beggars, counterfeiting blindness, playing 
I on fiddles, Arc. 

BLinDMAN's HoLiOAY. Night, darkness. 
~^1NK. A light. Cunt. 

Block-Houses, frisoas. bouses of correction, &c. 
Ilone. a girl. Cant. 
IbQPA- A riotous diaorderly fellow. 

|R mat Blood, A Nm used by Irtdtsuien fur harteitng 
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< ill wliicli llicy <li?ttl. Thui I 
halter furnishing a hoisier with u h»t, iinri taking psimenl 
ill blockings, is said lo deal blootf for blood. 

BtooD Monet. The reward given by the lei;islnlnre nn the 
, convictioji of highwaymen, burglars, Ac, 

Bloody Back. A jeering appellotiDn for a soldier, alluding 
lo hiii scarlet coal. 

Bloodv. a favniirile word used by ihe Ihievea in swraring, 
as bloody e^es, bloody rascal, huh. 

Bloody-Jemmy, A hot baked sheep's head. 

Rloss or Rlowen, The pretended wife of a bully or shop- 
lifter. Cant. 

BtOTTHE Skrip AND JAR IT. To stand engaged or bmuid 
for any one. Cant, 

Blow. Ho lias bit Ihe blow, i. e. he has stoleii th? |p>0(l). 
Cant. 

Blow A proslilute, ^ 

Blowen. \ mistress or wliore of a genlleAian of (he scamp. 
The blowen kidded tlie swell Jnlo a snooping ken, mid 
^hook him of his dummee and ihimhle; Ihe girl inwij-IH 
Ihe gentlemaa iuto n broiliel and robbed him of his poolMt 
book and watch. 

Blower, a pipe. How the nweli funkt> his blower Mid 
lashes red tape: what a mioke Ihe gentleman makes ifrilll 
hi^ pipe, and drinks brnndy. 

Blow A Ci.otiD, To ^iiiohe B pipe. Cant. 

" Lcl mo Moici a cloud, or a hauler ipcuil 
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•' A ciiillcT Suitii 

Crib't Momm'ni 



confeder«le. 



BtOW TUB OrOVKbils. To lie with a woman 
floor. Cant. 

Blow the Gab. To confess, or impeach i 
Cant. 

Blow THB Gaft. A [lerson having any secret in bU 
possession, or a knowledge of any thing injnrinus to mio- 
ther, when at last induced, from revenge or other molivv, 
lo tell it openly to Ihe world and expose him publicly, is 
then said to have blown the gaff upon him. 

Blow-up. A discovery, or the confiisioii occasioned by oiw. 

Blowsr, or Blowsabella. A woman whose hsir is di- 
shevelled, and hanging about Iter face; a slattern. 

Blubber. The moulh. — 1 have stopped the cull's Rubber; 
I have stopped the fellow's month, ineiint either by 
or murdering him. 



B O P 

|,UBBBR. Tn cry, ..^. . -..J j.. 

:,UBBER, TO SPORT. Said of a Urge coane waman, who 

exposes Iter bosom. 
LVBBBR Cheeks. Large flaccid clituks, luuKioi; lik« th« 

fal or lubber of a wbale. 

To look blife; to be confounded, terrifieil, or diiap- 

poinled, Itlue m a razor; perliapsi, blue as azurr. 
liUB Devils. Low spirits. 
VVB Flag. He has boisteij Hie blue flag; he ba» com- 

neiiced pubbcan, or taken a public bouse ; an allusion to 

4be blue aprono worn by publicans. Sec Admiral of THE 

Blue. 
LOB Moon. In allu»ion to a long tune before such a cir- 

GitD»tancc bappeni. " O yes, in a blue moon," 
|.UB Pigeons. Thieves who steal lead off bouses und 

churches. Cant. To fly « blue pigeon ; to steal lead 
.f)ff houses or churches. 

pvE Plvm. a buiUt. — Surfeited with a blue plum; 
, wounded with a bullet. A sortment of George R — 's blue 

|iiuiiis; a volley of ball, shot from soldiers' firelocks. 

kVKAviN. Oin. Cant. 

\,VK Skin. A person begotten on a black woman by a 

wbite man. One of the blue squadron; any one having 
I of the black breed, or, as it is termed, a ItcH of 

the tar-brush. 

IDE Tape, or Sky Bluk. Gin. 

Luff. Fierce, surly. He looked as bluff as bull beef. 
LUfFEB. All inn-keeper. Cant. 

A short gun, with a wide bore, for carryini; 

ilugs; also a stupid, blundering fellow. 

[.UNT. Money. Cant. 

f,liNT, POST THE. To lip the CBsb, tx.gr. 

•■ Wlxm old Jack Wiggini coimli for me di^ •coiT'. 
ride itrndoU'i Datry. 
U18TBB. To talk big, to hector or bully. 
MHD OP Green Cloth. A billiard table. 
lABDlNO School, Bridewell, Newgate, or any other pri- 
•pn, or bouse of correction, 

A shoplifter's assistant, or one that receives, and carries 
f^ioff stolen goods. All it bob; all is lafe. Cant. 
shilling. 
lOBBED. Cheated, tricked, disappointed. 
IpBBI^H. Smart, clever, spruce, doing well. 
toB Tail, a lewd woman, or one that plays with her tail; 
UbIbo an impotent man, or an euuuch. Tag, rag, and bob- 
1, tail ; a mob of all sorts of low people. To shift one's bob : 
p to move off, or ro away. To be^r a hob ; to join in cboru^ 
c'J 
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willi any singers, 
for a paririHge. 
Body Snatchers. 



Also 



I lerDi iisptJ liy (tie selteri of gatu. 



n bailiflit. 

Body op Divinity bodno in Black Calf. A parson.' '* 

Boti Landrr. An Irishman; Irrland being famous (ot i^ 
large bogs, which furnish the chief fuel in manj parts n 
that kingdom. 

DooTHorrKR, The sHoie. 

Bog House The necessary hnusr. To go to bog ; to go to 
tlool. 

BooY. A»k bopy, i. e, ask mine o-ae. Sea-irit. 

Boh. Said to be llie name of a Danish general, who m terri- 
fied tiis ojipotient Foil, thai he tanked him to bewray taim- 
self. Whence, when we smell a slink, il is custamary to 
exclaim, Foh ! i. e. 1 smell general Foh. He cannot kay 
Boh til a gooie ; i. e. he is a cowardly or sheepish fellow. 
There it a slory related of the celebrated Ben Jonson, wira 
always dre&icd very plain, that, being introduced to tb( 
presence of b nobleman, the peer, struck by his homel^ 
appearanre and awkward luamier, exclaimed, a<t il* in dotlbli 
*' yon Ben Jnnsoii ! why jou look at if you could not \m 
Bdh 1o a goose !" '• Boh t" replied Ihe wit. Obsolete. " 

Boi.0. Bold a* a miller's sUirt. which every day laliet • 
rogue hy the iiilkr. 

Bolt. A blunt arrow. 

Bolt Upright. Aa erect, or straight up, m an arrow set (ft 

Bolt. To run suddenly out of title's house, or 
place, through fear ; a terni borrowed from a mbhil- 
where the rabbits are made to boll, by sending ferret*' 
into their burrows: we set Ihe house on tire, and made bffe 
bolt. To boll, also means to swallo- 
ing: the farmer's servants in Kent a 
large quantities of pickled pork. 

Bolt-in-Tun. a term founded on I 
and merely a fanciful variation, very 
persons, there heiiig in London a famous inn so called ; !t il 
Guslomary wlieo a man has run away from bis lodgingv 
broke out of a Jail, or made any other sudden movement 
1o say the Bolt-ijl-tun is concerned ; or. He's cone to ife 
" " ■ " mply saying. He has bolledi &f> 
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r meat wilhoul ctlkif' 
'e famous for bolting 

he cant word boll, 



instead of s 



Bolt-i 

See Bolt, 
Bolus. A nick-nime for a 
Bone Box. The month. 
>ulh. 



I apothecary. 
Shut your bone box ; sbul yottt 

BONSO. Seised, apprehended, taken up by a constable'; 
Cant. Tell ns how you vas boned, signifies, tell ut tbc 
■lory of your apprehension ; a common request among feU 



I BOB 

I tilow-priaoD^rs in a jail, &c. which ia readily complied with ia 
L {enenl ; and (he various circumstances therein related afford 
[^present amuaeineiit, hiiiI iil»o uierul liints fur regulating tlieir 
it^ilure operaliona, so as Ig uvoid the like misfortune. 
IKns Pickeb. a rootman. 
Kd«BS. Dice. 
JoNB Settkk. a hunl-t rot ling horse. 

fijKNBT. .\ cunveitlaient, prelext, or pretence; an ostensible 
{.DSDiier of accuuiitiug for what ,^ou really mean to conceal ; 
'SS H man who acUiullv lives by depredation will still 
QUtwantly follow some honest employment, as a clerk, 
^porter, ncwiimau, &c. By this system of policy, he ia 
> uid to have a ^ood bonnet if he happens to get boned ; 
pi sad, in a doubtful case, is commonly discharged on the 
i; icore of having a good character. To bonnet for a (lerson, 
Vi> to GOrrobordte any assertion he lias made, or to relate 
Cbols in the most favourable light, in order to extricate him 
from a dilemma, or to further any object he has in view, 
y, or Dog Booby. An awkward lout, clodhopper, or 
intry fellow. See Clodhoppbr and LotJT. A bitch 
)by ; a country wench. 

Y Hutch. A one-horse chaise, noddy, buggy, or 
Jnlhein bottle. 

)OKS. Cards to play with. To plant the bookn ; to place 
'the curds in the pack in an unfair manner. 
teK-KBKPER. One who never returns borrowed bonks. 
Out of one's books; out of one's favour. Uut of his 
>ooks; out of debt. 

pOT Catcher. The servant at an inn whose business it 
i> to clean the boots of the guest. 

KUs. The youngest oSicer of a regimental mess, whose 
Duly it is to skiak, tliut is, to stir the fire, snuff the candles, 
iind ring the bell. Set Skink. To ride in any one's old 
boots ; to marry or keep his cast-off mistress. 
JOTY. To play booty ; cheating play, where the player 
^rposely avoids winning. 

hPIKP. Unc who sometimes hides himself, and sotnelime* 
•ppears publicly abroad, is said to play at bo-peep. Also 
Dtw who lies perdue, or on the watch. 
iBbS. A shilling. A kalfbdrde; a sixpence. 
IK&BLLO. A bouse of ill fume. 

iBK. A tedious, troublesome man or woman, one who bores 
Ibe ears of his hearers with an uninteresting tale; a term 
■jmwA in fashion about the years 17011 and HBI. 
>BING. Vide FlBBI^u. 

^^RN UNDER aTbRBEPENNY llALPi-BNNy PlANET, NEVBB 

E^TO BB wobtH a Gkoat. Said of any person remarkably 
E^iKuccessful in his attempts or profession. 



BOW 

BoittY. iti the cant of Ihe Osouiaas, being Hpi^^ ^ ■'* 

^ ^ Botch. A iiick-name for a tailor. 

"2 -' BoTHBBBD, or Both-bared, Talked to at both ears by dif- 
* '' ferent persons at the same time; confounded, cOOn)Kd> 

Irish phrase. 
Bottle-headed, Void of wit. 

Bottom. A polite lerm for the posteriors. Also, in the siwrt- , 
ing sense, strength attd spirits to support fatigue; as a bot> 
tomed horse. Among bruisers it is used to express a liarrtj 
fellow, who will bear a good beating. 
V, BorroMtESS Pit, The monosyllable. 

/ BboGHS. Wide in the boughs; with large hips and poste- 
rior. 
BoUdiis." ,He » up in (lie boughs; he m in a passion. 
Bounce. To bully, threaten, talk loud, or affect gr*at 
H consequelice : lo bounce a person out of any tTiing, is lu use 

^H Ibreateiilng or high worils, in order lo intimidate him, and 

^H attain the object ydU are intent upon ; or to obtain goods ot 

^K a tradesman, by assiiming the appearance of great respecla- 

bility and importance, so as to remove any suspicion he Bight 
at first entertain. A thief, detected iu the commission of a 
robbery, has been known by ibis sort of fiuesse, aided by a 
^^ eenteel appearance and polite manners, lo persuade his ac- 

^^L Clivers of nis innocence, and not only to get off with a good 

^H grace, but induce them to apologize fur thdr supposed nii»- 

^H lake, and ihe affront put upon him. This master-stroke of 

^H effrontery ■!< called giving it lo 'cm upon Ihe bounce, 

^H Bounce. A person well or fashionably dressed, is said to be 
^H a ratik bounce, 

^H Bouncer. A large man ur woman- also a great lie. 
^H Bouncing Cheat. A bottle; from the explosion in dm wing^ 
^H tTie cork. Cant. 

^B BouNG. A purse. Cant. 

^H BovNO Nipper. A cut purse. Cant, Formerly, putsea wen 
^M worn at the girdle, from whence they were cut. 

^m Boose, or Bouse. Drink. 
^B Boos&v. Drunk. 

^^ Bowled Out. A man who has followed the profession o€ 
IbieTiDg for some lime, when he h ultimately taken, triedm 
and convicted, is said to be bowled out at last. To bowt a < 
person out, io a general sense, racanti to detect him in 
^ commission of any fraud or peculation, which he has hitherto 

^L practised without discovery. 

^H Bowman. A thief. Cant. 
^F Bowsed. Tightened up, dotie up. Sea term, 
BowsiNO Ken. An ale-house or gin-shop. 
BowsPBtT, The nose, from its being the most projecting part 
of the human face, as Ihe bowsprit is of a ship. 
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FwewMnfTOM. 

w-wow Shop. A salts 



sho]> in MoDinoulh-atreet ; 



called because the servaut bagrks anil the master bites. Str 
Babkbr, 
Box, THE. Prepare for battle. Sea term. 
Bon TUB Compass. To say or repeal the mariner's coni' 
paas, not only backwards or forwards, but, abo, to be able 
tn answer any and all questions respecting its divisions. Sra 
term. 
Box THE Jesuit and get Cock Uoacues, A sea term 
for masturbation; a crime, it is said, much (iractised by the 
reverend fathers of that society, 
BoxiANA. The name of a work, which contains the lives and 
battles of all the prize pugilists. A complete history of 
, boxing, from the days of tijig and Broughton to Ciibb and 

the Nonpareil. 
Brace up, TO. To dispose of stolen goods by pledging Ihem for 
^ the utmost you can get at a pawnbroker's, is termed bracing 
.. them np. Cant. 

f^B-ACE OF Snaps. Instantly. Sea term. 
I Bbacket-faced. Uglj, liard-featured. 
, pRADs. Money; but generally meant for halfpence. Cant. 
^BAG. A money-lender. Cant. Fellows who advertize to 
^ relieve persons in distress, but who make them pay dearly for 
. ^uch accommodation; and promising, at all limes, more 

Othau they intend to perform. 
BAGGET. Mead and ale sweetened with honey. 
BAGGADOCIA. A vain-gloriuus fellow, a boaster. 
Bbains. If you had as much brains as guts, what a cleve 



stupid fat fellot 
>w something, 
ristened by a baker, he 



if from drinking brandy, 
who frequently changes his 



fellow you would bet a sayiug to 

have aome brains in his guts; to k, 
Bban-fAceD. Freckled. He was < 

carries the bran in his face. 
fifAMDY- FACED. Red-faced, 
Brat, a child or jufant. 
.Bbay. a vicar of Bray; o 

jirinciples, always siding with the strongest party; 

,lu ^ vicar uf Bray, in Uerkshire, cummeniorated in a well 
„ .kn^wD ballad fur the pliabilily of his conscience. 
JitAZKN-FACBD. Bold-faced, ^hMiiieless, impudent. 
BbbaD. Employment. Out of bread; out of employment. 
, \9 b^d tiread; in a disagreeable scrape or situation. 
^BpAD AND BuTTUK FASHION. One slice iipoii tlie other. 

John and his maid were caught lying bread and butler fashion. 

To quarrel with one's bread and butter; to act contrary to 

one's interest. To know on which side one's breafi U j>i>l- 

tercd ; to know one's interest, or what is best for one, Jl is 

no bread and butter of mine; 1 hayc no hii£jitc»> wjth il; 



B K I 

1 wool iiitvnimlrik, bci-AHM i tlnll get tttAhk^ 



Tht ilomachi ■ terra u»eri t>y bosvn. 
II his brea J-basket ; i.e. I i;Bve him » blow 



or, ratlivi 
hj it. 

ftRSAD-BASKET. 

took hi ID a |>(iD( 
llie stoiriacli. 

BRBak-tketh Words. Ilani worth, difficoll lo |iro»oi)Bcr. 

[tHRAKiNQ Shins. BonowingmoDey: p«rtiapa from the figwi- 
tive ojieratiun bein^, like the real one, extremely iliMgnv- 
able to Ibe |>al(eiit. 

Brsakin'g VP OF TUF. Spell. Tbenifihlly lerminnlioo nf Ibt I 
performanceKatllieTkealre-i Itoyul, which is rrE^larly atteiKl- 
eii by pick)ioi-keis o<' llieJovrer urder, who exercitr Ihdr ««' 
cation abniit the doors aud nvenue:) leading itierelo,' nnril Thr 
houiies see emplied and the crowd disp<r»ed. 

Brerched. Moiiej iu Uit- imtkH. The ^well is 

lers draw him; Ihc gFullemuii haii plenty of moaej III bi* - 
)>Ocketii, let'a rnb liim. 

Brbechbs. To wear the br«eclies: » wuinan wbii pivcrMliet 
husband iii Mii<l lu wear the breeches. 

Breeze. To raise 4 brerse; to kick up a tlnnt, »r \tnti a 
disiurbHDcc. 

Bridge. To make a bridf^e of any one's Bo«e: to pti*l> the 
bottle |ia»t him, so as to deprive hi<n ol' |m Inrn o( llllins | 
his gbiMi: to pass 

Bbidub. To bridite n person, or throw him ovei the brMge, | 
is, in a general sense, to deceive him by betrayins ibe eoi 
dence he lias reposed in yon, and, instead ut' serving I 
faithfully, iovolre him in ruin or disgrace; or, lit rev nn 
being concerned alilie in any traDsaclion. Iwu of llscn will 

" form a collusion to bridge the third, andenKroaatolbnMelvt* 
all the advantai^e that may eveiilually accrue. Two penom 
hfl*iiig been engaged in a long or doubtful coniest or rinJ- 
ship, he who, by superior art or persefeniiice, gain* tht 
poiol, is said to have thrown his opponent over the btUgc. 
Among gamblers, it means deceiving llic penun wl>o bad 
backed you, by wilfully losing the trame; Uie uxi 
by bim being shared between yourself and your cotiiMlrnitci 
who had laid against you. In playing three-ltsndeif f, 
two of the parly will play mio each otliers' biinih, m lint Ibr 
third must inevitably be thrown over ibe bridge; commonly 
called, two poll tmr. .Sff Plav across. 

Brim. (Abbreviation of brimilone.) An abamluued woi 
perhaps, origimilly, only a passiouale or inscibhi wni 
compared to brimstone for its inflammabilitj. 

Being to. To itop. Sta phraie. 

BmaroL M11.K. A Spanish wine, called Sherry, mntdb dJS^ 
at that place, particolarly in the niorntng. 

BRinx>L Man. The son of mi Irish lliirf and a WeIcA wbore. 



Bboganibr. One who Ubs a siroug Iriali proDUiicialion or 



accetil. 
Bbogui 



A purliculHr kind of shut 



Brother 



to signify the Insb accent. 



■ same wgmao. 



I, who w 



a Ireland, and (irurali 
Broom it. Make oS, niDaway. 

BsaOMSTICKS. Ser QUEER BaIL. 

r Blade. A !>uldier. 
i BtiSRiN. A jilaycr. 
I Br>G. A brewer. 
/ CotF. A lerjeant at lav 
\ CussRT. A pimp. 
i Quill. Au author. 
I String. A tiddler. 
VH'hip. A coachman. 
Brotiibr Starling. One who lies wilh Ihp 

tbul n, huilds in the same uest. 
Bbovghtomak. a boxer, a di^tp'^ o*^ Broughtoi 

a berf-euler, und onct the best boxer ut' bis daj^. 
Brown. Doing it Srown. Gammon. 
Broitns AND VVhistlkks. Bad hnlfpence and farthinusi a 

term used by coiners. 
Brown Bess.' A auldier'a firelock. To hng brown EeMi to 

carry a lirelock, or serve as a private soldier. 
Brown George. Au ummunilion loaf. A wig without pow- 

iter; biinilar to the undress wig worn by his lute mtg^ty. 
Brown Madam, or Brown Miss. The mooosylUble. 
Brown Study. Said of one absent, in a reverie, or thoughtful. 
Bruisbr. a boxer; one skilled in the art uf boxing; also an 

inferior workman anion^ chaM-rs. . 

Brush. To run away. Let us buy a brusH und lope; let 

us go uway or ulF. To have u brush with a wnmsD; lo lie 

with her. To have u brush with a man ; lo fight with him. 

The core cracked the peter unil bought a brush; the fellow 

broke open the trunk and then ran away. 
BrushBR. a bumper, a full glass. Sec BUMI-ER. 
Bub. Strong beer. 
BUBBER. A drinking bowl; also a great drinker; » Uiief that 

steals plate from public-houses. Cant. 
Bvbblb To Cheat. 
Bar the Bubble. To except against the general rule, 

that he who lays the odds must alwtiys be adjudged the loser: 

Ibis is restricted to bets laid for lii|uor. 
Bubbly Jock. A turkey-cock. Scotch. 
Bubble and Squeak. Beef and cabbage fried together. It 

is so called from its bubbling up and squeaking whilst over 

the lite. 
Buck. A blind horae; also a gay debauchee. 
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To poll u bad vote at i 



Buck, to buk 

Buck Bail. Bail given by a sfaurper for 



electio 



iruk 



of the gang. 
Buck of thb first Head. One wiio in dcbauclierj' sur- 
passes the rest of his companions, a blood, or ctioice spirit. 
There are in London divers lodges or societies of Bucks, 
formed in imitation of the Free Masons ; one was held at 
the Rose, in Monkwell -street, about the year 1706. The 
president ii styled tlie Grand Buck. A buck sometimes sig- 
nifies v cuckold, 
BrcKBEN. A minor buck. huh. 
Bucket. To kick the bucket; to die. 



'\f> synonymous with putting him 
icb treatment h said to be a 



■Bucket. To bucket a person i) 
in the well. See Well, 
backet ing concern, 

I •Buck's Face. A cuckold. 

*BvcK FiTCU. A lecherous old fellow. 

iBuckinoer's Boot. The monosyllable. Matthew Buckinger 

I' was born without hands and legs; uot withstand ing which he 

drew coats of arms very neatly, and could wiite the lord's 

Prayer within the compass of a shilling; he ivua married to a 

'< tall handsome womaii, and traversed the country, shomng 

himself for money. 

0UCKLBS. Fetters. 

I I BvDGB, or Sneaking Budge. One ihut slips into houses in 
■ ■ the dait, to steal cloaks or other clothes. Also lambs' 

fur formerly used for doctor's robes, wlieuce they were 
called badge doctors. Standing budge; a thief's scout 
•' or H»y- 

fiuDGK. To move, or quit one's station. Don't budge 
• from hence ; i. e. don*t move from hence, stay here. 
Budge. Drink. Cant. 

Budge Kain. A public-Uousc. Scotch dang. 
I vBvDGBT. A wallet. To ojien the budget; a term used tu 
signify ibe notification of the taxes required by the minister 
for the expenses nf the ensuing year: as. To-morrow the 
minister will go to the house, aud o|>en the budget. 
- BVFP. All in bulf: atript to the skin, stark naked. 
[I-VUFF. To stand buff; to stand the brunt. To swear as ■ 
witness. He buffed it home, and I was served; he swore 
bard against me, and I was found guilty. 
Buffer- A dog. Buffer's nob; a dog's head. Cant. 
^■^UFFBR NabbBR. A dog Stealer. Cant. 
L' BtJFFER. One that steals and kills horses and dogs for their 
skias ; also un imi-kecpcr : it signilies also a boxer. 

•' ADd the first wordi tbe Hrifer uM, 
Were, — ' Bv iheli'ilig Jingo, Ned." Sic. 



' Aiiil whip) wavrd bigli, and 6\ 
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Buffer. A uinn wlio lakes : 

Jew bail. 

BupPLB-HBADED. Coarueed, stupid. 

Buc. A nick-name given by the Irish to Eiiglithmm ; bogs 
baviii);, as it H said, been intrudiiced iiilo Ireland by llie 
English. 
BcG. A cant word amoog journeymer) hatters, i<ii;nifyin|' 
the exchangiue some of the dearest malerials of which ■ 
bat is made for others of less value. Hats are composed 
of the furs and wool of divers auiiuaU, among which is a 
small portion of beavers' fur. Bugging is stealing the 
beaver, and substituting in lieu thereof an equal weight 
of some cheaper logredient. Builiffs who lake money to 
(instpone or refiain the serving of a writ, are said la bug 
the writ. 
BUG-lluNTBR. An upholsterer. 

BuOABOE. A scare-habe, or bully beggar. Sheriff's olficer. 

Bugaboo. A tally man : one w1k> calls for his money weekly: 

the person owing the money, asks if the bugaboo haa 

been, when he is compelled to keep out of sight from tli« ] 

want of cabli. 

Buggy. A one-horse chaise. 

Bulk and File. Two pickpockets; the bulk jostles the 

parly to be robbed, and the file does the business. '^ 

Bvlker. One who lodges all night on a bulk or projection 4 

before old-fashioned shop windows. 
Bulkie. a coustable. Scotch ^lang. 
Bull, A Stock Exchange term for one who buys stuck OB ^ 
speculation for time, i. e. agrees with the seller, called | 
a bear, to take a certain sum of slack at a future day, at I , 
slated price : if ut tJiat day stock fetches more than tM i 
price agreed on, he receives llie difference; if tt falls or i> 
cheaper, he eilher pays it, or becomes a tame duck, and 
waddles out of the Alley., Srr Lamb Duck and Bbah. 
Bull. A blunder; from one Obiidiah Boll, a blundering 
lawyer of London, who lived in the reign of Henry VII.': 
by a hull, is now always meant a blunder made by an Irish- 
man. A bull was also llie name of false hair formerly 
much worn by women. To look like bull beef, or as bluff 
as bull beef; to look fierce or surly. Town bull, a great 
whore-master. 
Bull. A crown piece. Halt Bull; half a crown. 
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BUM 

Bull Beggar, ur Bvlly Bbuoar. An imaRiaar; beiug 

witli whicli cbililTcn are llireateoed by servaiiU Mnri nur»e», 

like Raw Head anil fliondy Bones. 

iBvLL Calf. A greal Iniikfj; orciumsy fellow, Ser HulkktJ 

Bull Chin. A fat chubby eliiid- "" 

. Bull Dogs. 1*181018. 

V Bull Hankers. Men nlio Heligbt in tbe span of bulL 

^•' banking: rbal is, bull-baiting, or bullo«k-bnnling, g-dmei 

which afford much amuAemenl, and, at the sume time, fre~ 

<)uent opporlunilics of dcpredutioii, in the confusion and 

, alarm excited by Ihe enraged animal. 

, .' Bull in Troudlb. Meaning the hull in the pound. Cant. 

Bull's Eyk. A crown piece. 

Bull's Feather. A horn: he wears Ihe bull's feather; he 

is a cuckold. 
Bullock. To heclor, bounce, or bully. 
I Bully. A cnwardly fellow, wlio gives biniself airs of great 
^1 bravery. A bully huft' cap; a hector. Sec Hector. 
H .Bully Back. A bully lo a bawdy-house; one who is ktjH 
H in pay, to oblige Ihe frequenters of llie houte lo submit 
H to Ihe impositions of Ihe mother abbess, or bawd; and who 
H abo sometimes pretends to be Ihe husband of oue of the 
H ^ ladies, and, under that pretence, extorts money from green- 
^^ "horns, or ignorant young men, whom he finds with her. 
H '$» Greenhorn. 

H fioLLV Cock. One who foments iinantis in order to rob Ibe 
H , persons ((uarrelllng. 

H Bully Trap. A brave man with a mild or effeminate ap- 
H ' )>eanint:e, by whom Ibe bullies are frei|uently taken in. 
H Sum. Tlie breech or backside. 

H PUM. To arrest a debtor. The gill bummed the swell 
H for a thimble; the tradesman arrested Ihe geiitleiaau for 
H ' a watch, 

H 3UM Trap. A sheriff's ollicer who arrests debtors. Ware 
^P ' hawke! Ihe hum traps arc fly lo our panny; keep a giutd 
H ItNik out, the bailiffs know (vhere our house 19 situated. 
M BVM Bailiff, or Trap. A sheriff's officer, who arresli debt- 
W ors; so called, perltapi, from following his prey, and being 
at their bums, or, as the vulgar phrase is, hard at their a-ies: 
RIackslone savs it is a corruptiim of bound bailiff', from 
their beiug obliged lo give bond'for their good behaviour. 
^UM Boat. A boal attending ships lo retail greens, drama. 
ice. commonly rowed by a woman ; a kind of floating chan- 
dler's shop. 
Bum BrUSHER. .\ schoolmaster. 

Bum Chabteb. A name given lo bread steeped in hot water, 
by the lirsl unfortunate uihabilnuts "f ihe Engtiih Battilt, 
where this raiierabte fare was their daily hrrakla J, each man 
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rfceiviog, with his scanlj portiou of (ireiid. a quart uT boiled 

water from the eook's coppers. 
Bum FounER. Soft pajwr for the necessarj house. or torchecul. 

MFiODLE. The Imckside. iLe breech." Ae Abs MusiCA. 
Bumbo. Brandy, water, ami sugar; aWo the negro uame for 

:he [Donos\11able. 
.fiUMKiN. A raw couittry fellow. 
Bummed. Arrested. 
Bumper. A full glass; in all likelihood from its convexity or 

bump a't the lop : some derive it from a full glass formerly 

drank to the health of the jiope— oti bon pert. 
Bumping, A cereDumy performed on boys perambulating llie 

bounds of a parinh on Ascensiun-dii^, when they have their 

posteriors bumped against the stones marking the boundaries, 

in order to fix. theni in their memory, 
' Bun. a common name for a rabbit, also fur the monosyllable. 

To (ouch bun for luck ; a practice observed among sailors 

going on a cruize, 
BuNCB. Money. Cant. 
Bunch of Fives. The fist. Pugifutic cant. — 

" Yuui po*(r> of handling we uw in • trice. 

Wlien youc bunch rf Jiix lUkltd hit muni, tad llieii ribbcii Aim.' 

Una (a Painter, m hit F-ghi wilA Otivtr.—ViJt RandalVt Ddify. 

Bundling. A man and woman sleeping iu the same bed, he 
with his small-clothes, and she with her petticoats on; an 
expedient practised in Amenta, on a scarcity of beds, where, 
on such an occasion, husbands and parents frequenlly per- 
niilled travellers to bundle wilh their wives ami daughters. 
This custom is now abolished. I'ide Duke of Hoc hefoucau It's 
Travels in America. But it is a common practice in Wales 
among sweethearts. 

BQng upwards. Said of a person lying on hil face. 

BUNU YOUR Eve, Drink a dram; strictly speaking, to drink 
' till one's eye is bunged up or closed. 

BuKT, Ad apron. 

BUNTER. A low dirty prostitute, liult' whore and half beggar. 

BuNTLiNGs. felticoats, Canl. 

BumcK. A prostitute. Cant, 

BURK Crust. A jocular name for a baker. 

Burn the Krn. Strollers liting in an ale-bouse without 
)taying their quarters are said to burn Ihe ken. Cant, 

Burning Shame. Having a watchman placed at the door 
of a bawdy-house, with a lantern on his staff, in the day- 
lime, to deler persons from goinginand out : done by pari sli- 
ofGcers to clear the neighbourhood of such sorts of housei. 

BtJRNBB. A clap. Theblowcii li{i|>ed theswella burner: the 
girl gave the gentleman a rlap. 
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BUT 

. BUBNER. He u no burnrr of navigable rivers : i. e. he is no 
conjnrer, or manof exlraordin»rj'Bbililies; or, ratlier, lic-i* 
but a simple fellow. See Thames. 
Burnt. Paxed or clap|ied. He was sent, out a sacrifice, and 
came bnme a burnt offering; a saving of seamen wbo have 
been " in for tbe plate" abroad. He bas burnt bis fingers ; 
be has sufTereH bjr his meddling. 
Burr. A banger on, or dependant; an allusion to tbe field 
burrs, which are not easil;^ got rid of. Also the Northum- 
brian pronunciation: the people of that coantry, but 



chiefly about Newcastle and Morpeth, 



aid to hai 



. burr in their throats, particularl}' called the Newcastlijiurr. 

L ^Burster, tup-peony. A two-penny loaf. Canl. 

f 0U9HED. Poor, without money. 

\ 'fiiiSHBL BuBBY. A full breasted woman, 

BtJSUV Pakk. a man who is poor is said to be at Busliy-parfc. 
. or in the park. 

I "ftusK. A piece of whalebone, or irory, formerly worn by wo- 
nen, to stiffen the fore part of llieir stays: hence the loaat 
—both ends of the bosk. 
Buss Beggar. An old superannuated fumbler, whom none 

but beggars will snffer to kiss ihem. 
Bvb Napper. a constable. Cant. 
fius Nappbk's Kencuin. a watchman. Cant. 
'Bustle. A cant term for money. 

Bdstle. Any object effected very sudd en lyj or in a hurry, 
is said to be done upon the bustle. To give it to a man upon 
the bustle is to obtain any point, as borrowing money, &e, 
by some sudden story or pretence, and affecting great baste, 
so that be is taken by surprise and becomes duped before he 
haa time to consider of the matter. 
Busy. As busv as the devil in a high wind : as busy as ■ hen 

with one chick. 
'Butcher's Dou, To belikea butcher's dog; i.e. lie by the beef 
without touching it : a simile of^en appbcable to married mai. 
9UTT. A deppodant, poor relation, or simpleton, on whom 
all kinds of practical jokes are played off; and who serves 
us a butt for all the shafts of wit and ridicule. 
Bi/tter and Egos Trot. A kiud of short jog trol, such a» 
is used by women going to market, with butter and fffgli. 
She looks as if butter would not melt in her mouth, yet I 
warrant you cheese would not choke her; a saying of a de- 
mure looking woman of suspected character. Don't wake 
butter dear ; a gird at the patient angler. 
)Bvtteked Bun. One lying with a woman that baa jut lain 

with another man is said to have a buttered bun. 
Buttering up. Praising or flattering any person that does 
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not deserve it. Il is used in that extguisitv voluiiif,»<WW* 
Memorial, thus — , . 

" For, knowing ho», tni MontKj'i plain. 
The Ghimpioa jSb6'd tbc puel't nnt, 
Thi> bbltfTiq^'Up, ^a^iDiE the grlin, 

We thouglil w«« ctitt'd genicel in Bob.'" 

Tidt Cribb'i Jtfonmal. 

B^TTTOCK. A whore. Cant. 

BcTTocK-BROKKR. A baiwd, or m^tch-iuftker. Cant. 

BoTTOCK Ball. The ainoruu« ci>U]L;Te»«. Cant. 

BXTTTOCK AND FiLrE. A common yihatv uuU a |)ick)>i>cket. 

Cant. ,. 

Buttock and Twang, or Doww Buttook and Skam FilsT \ 

A common whoru, but nu pickpouket, 
BirrrocK andTonoub, A scolding wife. 
BuTTOCKiNO Shop, A brothel. 
Bdtton. a burl shilling, a mo ug coiners. 
Buz. To buz It person is to pick liin pocket. The buz is tht 

gome o( pickiiii: pockets in general. , 
Buz CovB, or BuzOloak. A pickpocket: a person who is 

clev«r at this practice is said to be a good bnz. 
Buzzard, a simple fellow. A blind buezard ; a pur-blind 

man or woman. 
Byb Blow. A bastard. 
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Cad. a brolhel. Mother, how many tails have yon i. 
your cab t how many giria liave you in your nanny bousel | 

Cabbage. Cloth, stuff, or silk, purloined by tailors fron | 
their employers, which I they deposit in a place called Aisif 
or their ei/c ;* from the first, when taxed with their knaverjr. 



liey equivocally swear that, if they have taken any. Ih^ 
"■■■■■■ BIO, 



wish they may find it in hell: or, alluding to the sevond, 

protest that what ttiey have over and above in not more Iho 

tliey could put in their ei/e. 
Cabbage Plant, or Summer Cabbage. An umbreHi. 
■Cant. See Spread. 
Cabin. A house. Irish term. 
'Cackls. To blab, or discover secrets. The cull is leaky, and 

cackles; the rogue tells all. Cant. See LSAKY. 
Cacklbr. A hen. i 

Caoslkr's Ken. A hen-roost. Cant. 
Cackling Cheats. Fowls. Cant. 
Caoklino Farts. Eggs. Cant. 
Cadobb. a helper. An understrapper. 
Cadob. To beg. CadKe the swells; beg of the genllemen, 
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Cadokb. a beggar, one or lli«- lowesl cif llic Idw. Cant. 

CafFAN. Chpete. Cant. 

Cag. To be cadged. To be sulkv or out of liumour. Thr 

cove carries the cag; the man is vexed or sullen. 
Cagg. To ca^; a military term used by the private soldiers, 
signifying a solemn vow or resolution not to e;et drunk for ■ 
certain time ; or, as the term is, till their cagg ia out : wliich 
vow is commonly observed with tlie strictest exactnes*. Er. 
I have cagged myself for six months. Excuse me Ihts tin». 
and I will cagg myself for a year. This term is also used 
inUiesame sense among the common people of Scoltand, 
where it is performed with divers ceremonies. 
Cagg Maggs. Old Lincolnshire geese, which, having been 
plucked ten or twelve years, are sent up to London lo 
feast the cockneys. 
Cag Mago. Bits and scraps of provisions. Bad meat. 
Cakb, orCAKEY. A foolish fellow. 

Galf-bkin Fiddlb. a drum. To smack calf's skin: lo 
kiss the book in Inking an oath. It is held by the St. Giles's 
casuists, that, by kissing one's thumb instead of smacking 
calf's skin, the guilt of taking a false oath is avoided. 
Calves. His calves are gone to grass; a saying of a man 
with slender legs without calves, Vea! wiUbe cheap, calves 
fall ; said of a man whose calves fall away. 
Calves Head Club. A club instituted by the Independents 
and Presbyterians, to commemorate the decapitation of 
King Charles I, Tlieir chief fare was calves heads; and 
they drank their wine and ale out of calves skulls. 
Calidogus. Ruin and spruce beer, American beverage. 
Calle. a cloak or gown. Cant. 
'Cambrii>gb Fortune. A wind mill and a water-mill, used 

to signify a woman without any but personal endowments. 
Cambridge Oak. A willow. 
'Camesa. a shirt or shin. Canl. Spanuh. 
>Camp Candlestick. A bottle, or soldier's bayonet. 
'Cam Roads. Retreat to Cambridge by wav of a cbangv. 

Oxf. Univ. Cant. 
•Canary Bibd. A jail bird, a per§on used to be kept in 
a cage: also, in the canting sense, guineas; also a kept 
_ woman. Cant. 
I 'Candlbsticxs. Bad, small, or unlunable belU. Hark I how 
the candlesticks rallle. 
Canbt. Drnnk, fn»A. 
Canb. To lay Cane upon Abel; to beat any one with a 

cane or stick. 
Canibteb. The head. To mill his canister; lo 1 

hii head. 
Canx. Dumb. 
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CAP 

Cannikbn. a sintill can: aho, Jn the ranting seiiic, (be 

Cant. A hypocrite, a double-tongued palnvering fellow. 
Set Palaver. 

Cant. The flash laniiuai^e. 

Cant. To cunt; lo loM ur throw: at, chiU a slug jnlo your 
biead room: drink a dram. Sra wit. 

Canterbcky Stobv. a iung rouiiHnlxiut tale. 

Canters, or The Canting Caew. Thieves, l>eggarii, and 
f^psies, or any others iiaing llie L-Biilin» lingo. Set LiNOO. 
■Camticlb. a purikh tlerk. 

C4ftTlNO. Preaching with a whining, affected tnoe. perhapi 
■ corruption of cliauuting : some derive it from Andrew 
Cint, a famous Sculvh preacher, who used that whining 
oaniier of eipres^ion, AUo, a kind of eibbcrisli used by 
thieves and i^vpsies, called hkewise pedlar's French, (he 
thing, &e.&c. 

Cant OF Dobbin. A roll of ribbon. Cant. 

Cap. To lake one's with. I will cap downright; I will 
swear home. Cent. 

Cae. To take off one's hat or cap. To cap the (juadrBn- 
gle; a le»M>n of humility, or rather gerviliiy, taught under- 
graduates ut the universities, where they are obliged to 
cmss the area of the college, cap in hand, in reverence to 
Ihe fellows who sumelimes walk there. The same cere- 
DtODy it observed on coming on quarter deck of ihips of 
WW, although no officer should be on it. 
'Cap. To support another's assertion or tali 
t tnan in cheating. The tile kidded the jo<i 
books, and his pal capped ; the deep otw 
countryman with false cards, and fab conleder 
Id the fraud. 

Cap Acquaintance. Persons slightly acqiiHinled, or only 
MO far as mutually to salute with the hat on meeting. A 
woman who endeavours to attract the notice of any parti- 
cular man, is snid to set her cap at him. 

Capbb Me&Chant a dancing master, or hop merchant; 
marchenti det caprioUts.—FTenek term. To cut capers ; 
to leap or jump in dancing. Set Hop Mkrchant. 

Capon. A castrated cock, also as eunucb. 

Capricorn IF! ED. Cuckolded, horuihed. 

Capsize. To overturn or reverse. He took bis broth till 
he capsized; he drank till he fell out of his chair. Seatrm, 

Captain Copperthornk's Crew. All ollicers; a saying 
of a company where every one utrives lo rule. 

Captain Podd. A celebrated master of u puppet-show, in 
Ben Jonsoo's time, whoie name Itecame a common ooe lo 
lignify any of that fraternity. Obtolete. 



To assist 
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cheated the 


erate assisted 
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i^PTAIN.(bnuaNAB8. A shabby ill-dra 
!ai^AIN Sharp. A chealing bully, or one, in a set of gam- 
blers, whose office is to bully any pigeon who, sus|)«c1iiig 
roguery, refuses to pay what lie has lost. Cant. 
Captain Tom. The leader of a mob; .alio, Ifae mob itsell', 
CARAVAy. A large snni of money : also, a person cheated of 

such usuni. Cant. 
Carbuncle Fach. A red face. Cull of pimples. 
Cardinal. A cloak iu fashion about the year nm. 
Garrjers. a set of rogues who are employed to look out 
and watch upon the roads, at inns, &c. in order to catrj' 
information to tlieir respective guugs of a booty in prospect. 
. Carrion Hunter. An undertaker; called, also, a cold, 
cook, and death hunter. See Cold Cook ami Dbati^ 

HUNTBR. 

[ Carrots. Red hair. 

' Carrotty-pated. Ginger-hackled, reU-haircd. See GiN — 

GER-HA€KLED. 

Carrt tuk Keg. Any person whu is easily vexed or pul oa — 
of humour by any joke passed upon him, and cannot coibh 
ceal his chagrin, is said to catrif Ihr kc^, or is cumparetl 1^ 
a tealldng distiller. 

Carry Witchet. A sort of conundrum, puzzlewil, or riciz 

Cart. To put the cart before the horse : to mention the la ^ 
part of a story first. To be flogged at the cart's a-se or tail 
persons guilty of petty larceny are rrequenlly sentenced I 
be tied to the tail of a cart, and whipped, by the coinmt;=ai 
executioner, to a certain distance : the degree of severi- ^ 
in the etecutiun is left to the discretion of the execuli«Hit__ r, 
who, it is said, has cats of nine tails of all prices. 

Carvel's Ring. The monosyllable. Ham Carvel, ajeal^wi 
old doctor, being in bed with hi» wife, dreamed that t-Sw 
Devil gave him a ring, which, so long as he had il oa kxit 
finger, would prevent bb being made a cuckold : wakivag, 
he found he had got bis linger the L— d knows where. ^Sk 
RabelaU and Prior* tersi/icalion of the atory. 

■ Carver and Gilder. A luatch-maker. 
' Cascade. Tovooiit. 

I Case. A house of ill-fame; perhaps from the Italian co**- 
In the canting lingo is meant a itoretu ware house, as well ** 
a dwelling-house. Tout that ca»e ; mark or obserte tU** 
lioute. It is nil bob, now let's dub the gig of the case ; now 
the coast is clear, let us break open the door of the hoo*^ 

Case Vrow. A prostitute attached to a particular bawd>' 
house. 

Ca8B, or Capvan. Cbeese. Ca>U. Sec Caffan. 

Castle of St. Thomas. The Peiiiteatiary in St. 



CAT 

«tb. irlieretlie frail fmt of (lie Onrord IwUrt are vnt 
and«r surveillance, ttr/. Unif. Can/. 
GJkfTKH. A cloak. Canf. 

^-ASriKG tip ONE'S ACCOfNTS. Vodiititlg. 

3*5Ton. A hat. To prig a ca»t"r ; t.i stpul s Iml. 
- Tom Trot 



■AT. A coiDmon prottitulo. An old cat; a cross old womait. 

^r, ur 9h«ot tbb Cat. To vomit from druiikemieag. 

■ATAMARAN. All old scraggy woman; from a kind of flost 
aatdf of spars aiid yard» laslied together, for saviug *bip- 
wrecked |>ersoiis. 
Cat Ano Kitfes Rio. Stealing of pewter quart aud piat 

|Mtls frtiui |>iiblic-house!>. Cant. 
Cat-Cai.U a kind uf whistle, cliieHy used at theatres to 
inlerrupt the nclors and dawD a new piece. Il derives 
it) name from one of it& gouods, which ^rently resembles 
UiF oKidulatioD of an intriguing boar-cat. 

Catch Club. A member of the catch club; a biun bailiff. 

Catch Fart. a footboy; so called froui such servants 
eoaunooly following close behind their master or migtresB. 

CiTCUiNG Harvest. A dangerous time for a robbery, when 
asay persons are on the road, on account of a horse-race, 
fair, UT some other public meeting. 

Catch Fenny. A»y temporary contrivance to raise a con- 
Inbution on the public. 

Catch Pole, a bum bailiff, or shrriff's officer. 

Catbr Cousins. Gnod frieuds. He and I are not cater 
eoaitBs, i. e. we are not even cousins tn t)ie fourth degret^, 
w four times removed; that is, we have not the least 
frieiiilly connection. 

CATKBPlt.T.AK. A nick name for a soldier. In tlie year 
17i6, a soldier, uunrlered ill a house near Derby, was de- 
tired by hi^ landlord to call upon him wlieiievcf he came 
that my ; for, added he, soldiers are the pillars of the 
union. The Rebellion bein^ liuished, il happened the same 
rtgtncut wag quartcr^il in Derbyshire, when the aojdier 
molved to accept of liis landlord's invitation, and, accord- 
-tngljr, obtained leave to i;o to liiw : but, on his urrivat. 
be <^as greatly surprised to find a very cold reception; 
Wfcneupon, exponlukling witli liis landlord, be reminded liim 
oT his invitation, and the circumstance of his having aaid, 
•flldirn were llie pillara of the ualioo. If I did, aniwered 
,I|k host, I meant co/irpillars. 
Catkkvavlinc. Going «ut in the niRhl in search of in- 
tfifiies, like a cat in tlie Ktittrri, 



CAT 

i^taARpiNG Fashion. Drinking cross-w 
usual, over the left lliumb. Sea tfrm. 

Cathedral. Uld-faihioncd. An old calliMral be(liteid,J 

chair, &c. 

Cat in Pan. To turn cat in pan, to change sid*» or pM- ) 
iugifiosoil originnily to have been lo turn catr or f*kt 9 



scunilal broth. Set SCAKDAlI 



iiirge corapoBed "f mne slrinsi 



in pnn. 

Cat Lap. Tm, callcri 
Broth. 

Cat Match. When i 
bad buwkrit. 

Cat of ninu Tails. 

of whipcord, each itnng liaving nine knot^ 

Catollrr. a noisy, prating fool r one who annoys the 
company with proposals for belling, and ulUinnlelir 
makes a bei. Few evenings pass over al llie Cn»Uc-TBwrn,i 
Holbom, wilhoiit meeting willi a CatoUtr: m fiicl, Ihr 
pasK word ii, at lhi« celebrated eporl'mg house, Uiat ToS' 
Belchsr wotilil be in danger of losint; his lieenre, \f tu 
did nol often have a fool or Catollrr exhibit himself fur 
ihe ainu»einent of his visiters. 

Cat's Foot. To live under the cat's foot ; In be nnrier lh< 
doniiniDii of a wife, hen-pecked. To live like dug and cat:, 
spoken of married persons who live unhappily togrther. 
As many lives as a cat; eats, according to vulgar natural- 
ists, bave nine Ihes, that is one less than a woman. Nn^ 
more chance than a cat hi Hell willinut clawi; said of 
who enters into a dispute or <|tiarrel with another gmtly; 
above his match. 

Cat's Meat, A slang phrase for Ihe Inncs*. applied when 
any person is touched with a consumption; i. e. his Cit('< 
meat is bad. 

Cat's Paw. To be made a cat's paw of; to be made « tool 
or instrument to accomplish the purpose of another; 
allusion to the slory of the monkey, who made use of 
cat's paw to scratch a roasted chestnut out of the 6i 

Cat's Sleep. Counterfeit sleep ; cats often eounlerftttioi 
sleep, to decoy tlieir prey near them, and then stidd«Hl 
spring on them. 

Cat whipping, or Whipping thb Cat. A triek ol 
nrmctiscd on ignorant country fellows, vain of their strenitb, 
by laying a wager with Ihcm that they may be palled 
Inrough a poud by a cat. I'he bet being made, a rone it 
fixed round Ihe wai>t of Ihe part* tn be catted, ana the 
end tlirown across the pond, lo which the cat i;i also fa*-] 
tcncd by a packthread, anil tliree or four sturdy felloi 
are appointed to lead and whip the cat ; these, on « ' 
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K ffifeti, leiie the end of ihe cord aud, pretending to whip 

^- the cat, haul the astonished booby through llie water. — 

To whip the cat, it, also, a term among tailors fur working 

Kjobi rI private houses, as practised in the tountrv. 
ATTLK. Sad cattle:whore!or gypsies. Black caltle.bugs. Cant. 

^AUDGE-pAWED. Leniianded. 

SltlLiFLoWRR. A lar^e white wii;, such a« is roinmonl) 
worn by tlie Higiiifieil clergy, and was formerly by physi- 
cians. Also, Ihe private parts nf a woman ; (be reason for 
which appellatinn is given tii llie following story : A wo- 
man, who was ;;iving evidence in a cause, v/heretn il was 
necessary to express those parts, made use of Ihe lerin 

.> cauliflower; for which the .judge un Ihe bench, a peevish 
old fellow, reproved her, saying she might as well call il 
artichoke. Not so, my lord, replied she, for an artichoke 
bns a bollom, but a * • * • and a cauliflower have none. 

jAimoNS. The four cautions: I. Beware of a woman be- 
fore. — II, Beware of a horse behind.— III. Beware of a cart 
sideways. — IV. Beware of a priest every way. 
AVADLTiNG School. A bawdy-house. 
AVEOFANTlQVtTY. l>ep6tof old authors. Oif. Unie.Canl. 
AW-HANOED, or CAW-PAWED. Awkward, not dexterous, 
.ready, or nimble. 
AXON. An old weather-beaten wig. 

AZ. Cheese: A» good a» eaz, is a phrase signifying that 
say projected fraud or robbery may be easily and cerlaiuly 
taccomplished ; any person who is the object of such at- 
tempt, and is known to be an easy dupe, is declared to be 
at good as eaz, meaning that success is certain. 
Bkt PEB Cent. An usurer. 
BAFQD. Well beaten ; from chauffi, warmed. 
ilAPi'-cuTTER. A knowing person, one whose tongue is 
of great use lo him, in order to silence an antagonist, whe- 
ther right or wrong. Cant. 
HAFFINO. To blow up: to talk aloud. Cant. 
BANCBRY. Getting your head " in thaneery," among pu- 
igilbls, is when your nob is completely at Ihe mercy of 
floor opponent; or, in other words, yon cannot protect it. 
Receiving blow after blow. Randall, termed the Non- 
pareil of ihe Prize Bing, W3» distinguished for this pecu- 

vlisr trait among the bon 



A jierso 



name, address, or designation ; 

3 feigned name on his apprebe 

a swindler who gn 



taANT. 

thief, 

a*oid b( ^ 
' to a Iradesinan, is said to tip thrm a queer ekanl. 

BANT. A ciphc- -•--■- .- -. -..-i.:-i 

of plate, linen, 
said to be chanted. 



thus 



ir mark ot any kind, ' 
r other article; any thing so 
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Chant. An ndierlisement inaaewsitaper ur buiid-bill: ahoa 
paragraph tii (he newspaper de^^ribing auv robbery or other 
recent event; any lost of stolen proi>erty, for the recovery 
of which, or a thief, &c„ fat whose apprehension a reward 
is held ont by advert iiemeut, are said to be chanted. 

Chap. A fellow. Au odd cliap; a itrangie fellow. 

Chaperon. The cicisbeo, or gFiitlcman usher lo a Udy; 
from the French. 

Chapt. Dry orlhirsly, 

Charactbhkd, or Lkttkrf.D. Burnt in Itie hand. They 
have palmeil the eharditer upon hioi ; tliey have burned 
him in the hand. Cant.— Set Lbtterbd. 

CUABIHG. A flash term for any thing tiiat is wrung ; i. e. Ml 
the cross: derived from Charing Cros^. 

CbaKlbt. a watchinaa. 

Cbarlbv-kbn. a wuteh-box. 

Chabm. a picklock. Cant. 

Crabrbn. The smoke of Charreii. His eyes water from 
the smoke of Cliarren ; a man of that place coning vul 
of his house weeping, because his wife had beat him, tM 
his neighbours the smoke had niude his eves water. 

Chates. The gaUowt. Cant. 

Chatter Box. One whusi- tougue runs twelve score ta the 
dozen ; a chattering man or woman. 

Chatter Broth. Tea. .S« Cat Lap »iid Scandal Broth. 

Chatterers. The teeth. Cant. 

Chattering. A blow given on the moulli. .Srt all his teeth 
a chattering. A _fiiuh phratt. 

Chattkry. Colloti or linen goods. 

ChATTS. Seals. 

ChAtts. Lice: peihaps an abbrcviHlion of chattels, lice 
being the chief iiv* stock or cli«tteb of bej^gars, gypsiM, 
and the rest of the canting crew. Cant. Also, accardtap 
to Ihe canting acarlemy, the gallows. 

ChaONT. a song. 

Chaunt, To sing- To publish an account in the nawa— 
papers. The kiddey wus chaunted for a toby ; his exaaioK— 
tion concemiog a highway robbery vivs published ta the 
papers. 

Craontkd. Adverlised. Cant. 

Chaunter Culls, Grub-street writers, who 
songs, cari«b, &c. for ballad'siogers. Cant. 

Chacnting Coves. Horse-dealers. A certain class of tbcae 
fellows impose on the public by specious and imiMisin^ 
ad verti semen ta; who set forth ijualiticB their liorsea oeve«- 
possessed : io short, adead tftke in. Such advertisements iu9 • 
lo be ntel with daily in the London newspapers. 

Chaw Bacon, a countryman. ■ A stupid fellow, 
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CHEAPSins. Hr ciitncat it by way of Chenpside; tic gavt 
liltle or notitiDg for it, he bought it cheap 

Chrats. Sham sleeves to put over n dirty shift m sliirt. 
v^e Shams. 

CtiKt* BY Jowl. Side by side; hand lo list. 

Chreks. Ask cheeks near cnnnyborougb ; the repBiiee of a 
St, Giles's fair one, who bids yuu ask her baekside, anglici 
her u-se. A like answer is current in France: any Ofifc 
askiijg the rond or distance to Macon, a city near Lyons, 
would be unswereil by a Frencli lady of easy virtue, ' Mefr 
' tes voire oez dan* nlon cul, et vous serrez dans les fanjl- | 
' bourgs.' 

Chkbsb it. Bo ailenl, be cjuiet, doo'l do it. Cheese it, tbe 
Litves are fly; be sdeni, the people understand our diJ- 
CQUrse. 

CuEBSB-TOAS~TER. A SWOrd. 

Cbklaea. a village near London, famou:. for lilt tailitary 
hospital. To get Chelsea ; lo obtain tbe heuelit of this hos- 
pital " Dead CheUea, by G-dt" an exclamation uttered by 
ji grenadier at Fontenoy, on having his leg carried awsy by 
a cannon •ball. 

Chbrry-colourbd Cat. A black cat, thejf being black J^ 
cherries as well as red, 

ChBRubims. Peevish children, because cherubim and sera- 
pbiin continually do cry. 

Cheshire Cat. He grins like a Cheshire cat; said of any 
who shows his teeth and gums in laughing. 

Cbbst of Tools. Implements for bonse-br^ikifig. 

Chicb-am-a-tbicr. a vulgar phrase used by the Jews, 
raeuniug, " of uogooU," " It's ail ehice." 
. Chick-a-biddy, a chicken, so called to and by IhUe 
children. 

CuiCKEN-BREASTBD. Said of a woman with scarce any 
breasts. 

Cbickkn-Bdtcher, a poulterer. 

Chicken-hammed. Persons whose legs and thighs are bent 
or arched outwards. 

Chicken-Mazaro. a table at which persons pluy for low 
stakes. 

Chicken-ueahted. Fearful, cowardly. 

Chicken Nabob. One returned from the East Indies with 
but a moderate fortune of fifty or sixty thousand pounds ; a 
diminutive nabob: a term borrowed from the chiclten 
turtle. 

Guild. To eat a child; to partake of a treat given lo the 
piuisb-oAicers, in part of comrontation for a bastard child ; 
Ike common price was formerly ten |)ound» mid a greasy 
" : Sm Greasy Chin. 
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Crihnby Cbops. Ap abusive appellation for a negrn. 
Cbina-Strebt. Bow-slreet. Covent Garden, where the 
head police office is situated. Cant, 
^CaiSK. Money. 
Chip. A child. A chip «f the old block; a child who, 
either in person or kenliments, resembles its father or 
mother. 
^ Chip, a brother chip; a person of the same trade or 

sailing. 

I Chips. A nick name for a carpenter. 

I Cbixping Merby. Exhiliraled with liquor. Chirping glau, 
a cheerful glass, that make& the company chirp like birdt 
in spring. 
, Chit. An infant or baby. 
CBiTTERLlna. The howrls. There is a rumpus among my 

bowels, i. e. I have the colick. The frill of a shirt. 
Cbitty-paced. Baby-faced; said of one who has a childisb 



V. To chive the 
;. To chive the 
s pockets. 
I gave him a hearty 



look. 

Chive, or Ckiff. A knife, file, 
darbies; to file off Ibe irons or 
boungs of the frows ; to cot off a « 

Chivev. 1 gave him a good chivey; 
scolding. 

Chiving Lay. Cutting the braces of coaches behind, on 
whicli, the coachman quitting llie box, no accomplice rohs 
the boot; also, formerly, cutting the back of tlie coacb 
to steal the fine large wigs llien woru. 

Choak. Choak uwuy, the churchyard's near; a jocular 
saying to a person taken wiih a violent fit of coughing, or 
who has swallowed any thing, as it is called, the wrong 
way. Choak, chicken, more are batching; a like con- 
solation. ^ 

Choaeing Pye, or Cold Pye. A punisbuieni infltcted on 
any person sleeping in company ; it consists in wrapping 
up cotton in a case or tube of paper, setting il on fire, and 
directing the smoke up the nostrils of the sleeper. See 
Howell's Cotcrave. 
Choak off. A person who is impudent in company: or a 
man that might do another some mischief by giving evi- 
dence before a magistrate, or on his trial, against btm ; 
it is said, be must be choaktd off;~tH all events, he nitttf 
be got rid of. 
Choak Pear, Figuratively, an uminswerableotijecliou; also 
a machine formerly used in Holland by robbers: it was of 
iron, shaped like a |>ear; this they farced into tlie mouths 
of persons from whom they iuleaded to extort money, and 
OB luruing a key, certain interior springs thrust turlh a 
number of points, in all directious, which so enlarged it. 



chat il could nor bv tnkt-u fi;it of Ifie uioulh; and Ihe iron, 
l>«uig ciie-hnrdrnpij, cuuld not be filed : Ihe only oielhod* 
^f gcllitig rill of it were, either by culling Ihe mouth, or 
udvetlixiug n rcwurd for the key. These (leata were also 
«r)d1ed ptati <if iigony. 

^OCOLATB, To giv« ehucolntc without kugar; lo reprove. 
./^ilitari/ trrm, . \ 

^^OICB SriKiT. A lSv. IhnMghtleBS, Uughiiig, singingi 
Dierry. fellow. 

ksoppER. In liriiisin^c, is a blow &lruch on the fuce witb; | 
%b* bitck of the hand. Mendaia clnima Ihe houuur of )t> 
invention, bulunjuslly; he cerlninly revived, und consi- 
cJerably improved il. ll w;is pracli-ted long liefore our-, , 
mime — Btoiighton occasiotially uii-d it: snd Slack, it alio", 
atppears, struck (he thopptr in giving the return in many of 
liu balilc». ^ 

■ nor AND Chanue. Toexebange backwards and forward*. 
To chop, in (he canliug sense, means making despnlcli, or-, 
harrying over any business t ex. The aulrm bawhr will 
soon quit till' hums, for hr chops up the vihineri; (he 
pinoii will soon ijuit the pulpit, fur he hurries over tb*^ 
|>nycr>. See Autem Bawler, Hcms, and Wuiners. 

- «or> C'HtiiirHes. Simotiiacal dealers in livings, or oilier^ | 

fccteiiailiL-al preferments. 

— KlOfriMo. Lusty. A ehoppiog buy or girl ; a lusty child. 
^VOrs. The iniiulh. I gave him a wherril, or a souse, 

across the chops : t gave him u blow over Ihe mouth. Sn, 

WnEBBlT. 

weor-STiCK, A fork. 

CiiavoSR. A sea-dish, composed of fresh iiah, salt pork, I 
herbs, auti sen-biscuils, laid is different layers, and stewed 
together. 'i I 

CflovSR. To cheat or Irick: be choused me out of it. 

Cbouae U. also, Ihe term for a game like chuck-farthing. 
Christ-csosh Row. The alphabet in a horn-book: called 
Chriri'CroBS Row, fur having, as an Irishman observed, ] 
Chriat'B cross prefixrd before and a/Ur tlie twcutyfoui^ 1 
IrtWrs. " r 

CUKilTKNiNG. Erasing Ihe name of the true maker from ft ' 

itokn watch, and engraviug a lictitious one in its place. 
Christian Pony. A chairman. 
Christian. A tradesman who has faith, i. e. will give credit^ 1 
Christmas Complimknts. A cough, kibed heels, and i ' 

uinlly noie. 
ClIDB, He is a young chub, or a mere chub ; i. e. n foolUb | 
ftUovr, caiily imposed un : an allution to a fish of I 
oane, easily taken. 
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Chubby. KouikI- facet), |>luni)>. -^ . 'JJ 

Cbdck. My (.-liiick : a lerin of enduaroieiit. 

Chuck. To show a propensity for h man. The mors cbucks Z 

tfie wench wants to be doing. 
Chuck FASTHiNG. A parish clerk. 
CHVCKL&-UEADBD. Slupid, tbick-heuded. 
Chufpy. Round-I'uced, chubby, j'llK, merry. 
Chuh. a c hum l>er- fellow, purlicubrly at the univenilies wntM 

Chummage. Money puid by the richer »urt of prisotwrs ii 
the Fleet und Kiug's Bench, lo the poorer, for their ' 
of a room. When prisons are very full, which is tno often 
the ease, ]»irticularly on the eve of yu insolvent act, lw» or 
three persons are obliged lo sleep in a room. A prinouer 
who can pay for being alone, chu»es two |ioor chums, wrbo^ 
for a stipulated price, called churauia^e, give up Ibeir tlrare 
of the room, and sleep on the stairs, or, tis the lenn li^ ' 
ruff it. I 

Church Warden. A Sussex name for a ilia^, or cmtaamAr \ 
probably from its voracity. 

Church Work. Said of any work tlial advances slowly. 

Churchyard Codgh. A cougb that is likely (o terminate iu 

Chubk. The udder. 

Chdrl. Originally, a lubourer or husbandninu: tiguratiitly. 
a rude, surly, boorish fellow. To put a cburl upon a gentle* 
man; to drink mall liquor immediately after having drunk 

Chury. a knife. Cnnf, j 

CtNDEB CiARBLER. A servant maid, from bet buaineu «f~ 
sifting the asbes from the cinders. Cuitom-home wit. 

CtRCUMBKMDiBus. A roundabout way, or atory. He look 
sucb a circumbendibus ; he took such a circuit. 

CiT. A citiienof London. 

City College. Newgale. 

Civility Money. A reward claimed by bailiffs for executiiig I 
tbeir office with civility. I 

Civil Keception. A house of civil reception; a bawdjr- ! 
hoUGe or nanny-house. ,Sm Nanny-uousb. ' 

Clack. A tongue, chiefly applied to women ; a simile drawn 
ft / from the clack of a water-mill, 
" ^ Clack-Loft. a pulpit, so callen by orator Henley. 

Clak. a family's tribe or brotherhood ; a word much used'ia 
Scotland. The head of the clan ; the chief. An allusion to 
a story of a Scotchman, who, when a very large louse crept 
down bis arm, put him back again, saying be was thp h^iid 
of the clan, aud that, if injured, all the rest would rpfcnl it. 
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CCiANK. A siWer taakard. Cant. 

Cl.ii!iE Napfeb. a siWer tankard stealer. See Rum Bub- 



CtiiiNEBR. A f>[reat lie. 

Ci^ikp. A delicate taint. He went out by Had'em, and came 
round by Claphan home ; i. e. he went out a wenching and 
got a clap. 
Cv. AP ON tAe Shoulder. Ad arrest for debt ; whence a bom 

bafliff is called a shoulder-clapper. 
C L.APPER. The tongue of a bell, and, figuratively, of a man 

dr woman. 
Ck^appbr Claw. To scold, to abuse, or daw off with the 

tongae. 
Cs^AP)PBRiMieEOif. A beggar born. Cant. 
Oi^ABET. French red wine; figufatmSy, blood. 1 tapped 
Ms daret ; I broke his head, and made the blood mo. Cla- 
ret-faced; red-faced. 
O XiAWBD OFF. Severely beaten or whipped ; also, smartly pox- 
ed or clapped. 
BiBAK. Expert: clever. Amongst the knuckling co^es be 
is reckoned very clean ; he is considered very expert as a 
pickpocket. 

LBANBD OUT. A sporting phrase, in alluding to auy person 
who has lost all his money in betting. To clean out ako sig- 
nifies the same as to dish, or sew up. av. gr. 

** For Tamer Fve cleaned out aod Martin the baiter, 
rd Tcry near put on the bankruptcy list." 

Randairs Farewell to the Rbig, Vide RandaUU Dimy, 



t. Very drunk. The cull is clear, let's bite him ; the 
fcUmw is very dfunk, let*s cheat hiAi. Cant. 
C^LBAmiifO OUT AT Cusi'OM-HOUSE. Eased of an incum* 
brance. Sea term. 

Cleaveb. One that will cleave ; said of a forward or wan- 
ton woman. 

CiERKED. Soothed, fnnned, imposed on. The cull will not 
be clerked ; i. e. the fellow will not be imposed on by lair 
wofds. 

Clew. To hold fast. See term. 

Cletkes. Artificial sores, made by beggars to excite charity. 

Click. A blow. A click in the muns ; a blow or knock in 
tbe face. Cant. 

Click. To snatch. To click » nab; to snatch a hat. 
Cant. 

Clickbb. a salesman'^ servant; also, one who proportions 
•otihediierent shwei of the booty aaaong tbiev<es. 

CilCKBT. Copnialion of foxes ; and tbence used, m a cant- 



e map and woman are 
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ing sense, for llial of men and wo 
the mort are at clicket in the dyke; 
copulating in the dilch. 
CUMB. To climb the three trees with a ladder; to ascend 

the gallows. 
Clinch. A pun or quibbk. To clinch, or to clinch the 
nail: tu conlirin an imprubable sturv by another : as, A man 
■wore he drove a tenpenny nail throug;h the moon : s by- 
stander said it was true, for he was on the other side and 
clinched it. 
Climk. a plate in the Borough of Southwark, formerlj 
privileged from arrests ; and inhabited by lawless vagabond! 
of every denomination, called, from the place of their mi- 
dence, clinkers. Also a gaol, from the clinking of the 
prisoners' chuins or fetters : he is gone to clink. 
Clinkbrs. a kind of small Dutch bricks: also, irons worn 

by pfisoners ; crafty fellows. 
Clip. To hug or embrace; to clip and cling. To clip the 
coin; to diminish the current coin. To clip the king"* 
English ; (o be unable to speak plain through drunkenness. 
Cloak Twitcmebs. Rogues who lurk about the entrances 
into dark alleys, and bye-lanes, to snatch cloaks from Ibe 
shoulders of passengers. 
Clod Hopper. A country farmer, or ploughman. 
Clod Pate. A dull, heavy booby. 
Clod Polk. The same. 

ir stingy. 

Bung up your eyes. Sta term. 
ven by the inubility to Dutch ses- 
1 of Claiu, the abbrevlalion of 
n amoits; (he men of that oatioo. 
'iinie from the clnlh market, i. e. 
isjusi risen from bed. 



Close-fisted. Covetous u 

Clobe your dbad-liguts, 

■Closh, a general name gi 

/■■ men, being a corruptioi 
'i Nicholas, a name very 

Cloth Market. He isjusi 
from between the sheets, hi 

Cloud. Tobacco. Under a clund ; in adversity. 

Clout, A handkerchief of any kind. 

Clout. A blow. I'll give you a duul on your jolly nob ; 
I'll give you a blow on your head. It also means u hand- 
kerchief. Cant. Any pocket-handkerchief except a silk one. 

Clouted Shoon. Shoes lipped with iron. 
rCLOUTiNG. The practice of picking pockets enclusively of 
g handkerchiefs. 
. Clouting Lav. Picking pockets of handkerchiefs. 

Cloven, Cleave, or Cleft. A term used lor a woman who 
passes for H maid, but is not one. 

Cloven Foot. To spy the cloven foot in any business; lo 
discover some roguery or something bad in it : a saying that 
alludes to a piece of vulgar superstition, which ii ihat. let 
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she D«vil Immfofiti liimself inln wtiat tbtpr hv mil, be 
«ianol hide lii<i cluven tool. 
Ck^vbr. Tu be, or live, in clover; to live luxuriouily. 

Ctovrr is the must desirable Tucid for cuttle. 
Clowes. Rogues. 
Clot. To ^teal. To rloy tlie clout; to itft\ (he baodker- 

fhfef. To cloy (be lour; to sleul money. Cant. 
CtoTES. Thievei, robberx. •$c. 
Clob. a meeting nr asioiialion, wbere ench man '» to spend 

an pqiinl and slxlod sum. culled bit club. 
Cum Law. Arpmieuluin bmiulinum, in whicb no oakeil 

stkk it H hellrr |>lcii than an net of perliamenl. 
Clump. A lump, dumpish ; luuipihii, Uupiri. 
Clukcm. All awkward clownitb fellow. 
Clumcii the Fist. Tu clrnch or shut the bund. Clunch- 

fi»trd : covelou«. slinay. Sre Closb-fistkd. 
Clutches. Hiinds, tripe, power. 

CLtrrrKR. Astir, noise, ormcket: what a confounded clut- 
ter here is ! 
d,T. Money; oho, a pocket. He hart filed the cly; he hu 

picked a pocket. Cant. 
Clt-fakbr. a pickpocket. Cant. 
Cly thb Jerk, To be whipped. Cant. 
Clvsteb Cipk, a nick name for an apothecary. 
Coach Whbbl. A half-crown piece is a fore coach wheel, 
and a crown piece a hind coach wheel ; the fore wheels of b 
coach beine less than the hind ones. 
■Coax. To fondle, or wheedle. To coax a pair of stockings; 
to pull down the part soiled into the shoes, so as to give 
dirty pair of stockings Ihe appearance of clean ones. Coax- 
ing ii )il)o used, iuslead of darning, to hide the boles about 
the an c lei. 
Cob. a Spanish dollar. 

Cob, uf Cobbing. A punishment used by the seamen for 
petty ofTeiit'es or irregularities among themselves : it consist! 
In bastunading the oli*eudcr on the posteriors uith a cubbing 
fttirk. or pike staff; the number usually inflicted is a duien. 
Al tbe first stroke the executioner repeats llic word teatch, 
on which ull personx present are to take oft' thdr hats, oi 
pain of like punishment : the la<t stroke is always j^ven a 
hard as possible, and is called the puTtt. Ashore, among 
soldiers, where this punishment is soinetioics adopted, waiejk 
and Me purir are not included in the number, but given over J 
and above, or, in the vulgar phrase, free gratis for nothing, 1 
This pieo'p of discipline is ulsu inflicted in Ireland, by tbe ] 
•clMH>l-bo}s, on (lenons comitig into the school without 
■aking off their huts ; it b there oalled school butter. 
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Cobble. To mend, or \i»{ch: likewise lo <Io ^i HiId^ in >> 

bungling manner. 
CoBBtE Colter. A turkev. 
ConBLBB. A m«niler of shoes, an iia)>rnver of ilte undpr- 

aliindmg of his customers ; a traualator. 
CoBBLEB's Punch. Treacle, vinegar, gin, and water. 
Cock, or Chief Cock of the Walk. The lending man in 

any society or body ; the be^t boiker in a village or district. 
Cock anp a Bull Story. A roundabout slory, willioul 

head or tail, i. e. beginning or ending. 
Cock and Hkn Club. These sort of dubs are alwuys held upoi 
Ibcdy: in cot)sei|Uence of their appearing, in the eyes of the 
police, diiorderijf. The chairs (or chairman am) ehainramao) 
are occupied by an ouf-onrf-ouf COVE anda^sA viotaan: it i* 
a horrid' scene of depravity, dninketiness, and obscenity; a 
visit from the police-office ra puis all to the rout in au instant, 
but those tliaf are boned are locked up for the night, and 
have to g;ive an account of themselves before the Book ifae 
next morning. 
CocK-A-wtioop. Elevated, in high !4iirili, transported with 

joy- 
Cock Bawd. A male keeper of a bawdy-house. 
Cocker. One fond of the diversion of cock-figjiUng. 
Cock Hoist. Across buttock. 
COCKISH. Wanton, forward. A cockish wench; a forward, 

coming girl. 
Cockles. Tu cry cockles : to be hanged: perhaps, from the 
noise made while strangling. Cant. This will rejoice Itw 
cockles of one's heart; a sayin,^ in praise of wine, ale, or 
spirituous liquors. 
Cockney. A nickname given to the citizenti ol Loudon, or 
persons burn within the sound ol' Boiv bell, derive<l from 
( the following story ;— A citizen of London being in the 
country, and l)earing a horse neigh, exclaimed. Lord ! how that 
borse laughs ! A bystander informed biu that thut noise was 
called ntighing. The next morning, when Ihi- cock crowed, 
the citizen, to show he had not forgotten what was totd btm, 
cried out. Do you hear how the cock ntight? The king of 
the cockneys is mentioned among the regulations for the 
sports and shows Ibrmerly held, in the Middle Temple, on 
Childlcrmas Day, where he had his officers, a nnarshal, con- 
stahl e, butler, Arc. Set Duodale's Origin. Jt'HiDlciALRS, 
p. 247. Ray aiiys the interpretation of the word cockney is, 
a yoi ing person, coaxed or conquered, made wanton; or a 
uesti e cock delicately bred and brought up, so us, when 
arrivied at man's estate, lo be unable to l)ear the least 
hard ihip. Whatever may be (be origin of Ibis appellation, 
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we leani Irom the rollotviRg verses. 
Bigot, £arl of Norfolk, that it was in 
King Henry 11. 

" Wu 1 Id my cutle it Bungaj, 
Fnu by the rirer Wawtuey. 
I woold nj[ c«[e fof tlie King of Coclnej :" 

i. e. the King of Londoii. 

Cock ov tub Company. A weak niiin, who, from the de- 
site of being tlje head of the coinpHuy. uasociatei with low 
people, and pays all llie reckouiof;. 

Cock Pimp, Tlie supposed husband of a bawd. 

Cock Robin. A soft, easy fellow. 

CocesuctTime. Theeveniog, when fowls go to roost. 

CoCK-sVBE, Cerlaiu. A tuelaphor borrowed frua the oock 
of a ticelock, us being uiuch more certain to fire than the 

Cock vouK Eve. Shut one eye: thus translated into apo- 
Ihecsries' Latin,— Ga/Zw /utu ego. 

Cod. a cod of money, a good sum of money. 

CODOBRS. Persous employed by the gardeners lo galber peas. 

CoDGBR. An old codger, an old fellow. 

Cod Piece. The fore-flap of a man's breecbej. Do ihey 
bite, master ? where, in the cod piece or collar I A jocu- 
lar attack on a patient angler by watermen, &c. 

CODSINOTON'S MANOBS, MoSTYN'S HuNTtNG DlSTEtCT, AND 

Somerset Range. The three packs of hounds contiguous 

Id O«ford. Unit!. Cant. 
Cod's Head A stupid fellow. 
Cog. The money, or whatsoever the sweeteners drop to draw 

in a bubble. 
Coo. A tooth. A queer cog, a rotten tooth. How the cull 

flashes his <{ueer cogs, how the fool shows his rotten teeth. 
Coo. To cheat witli dice; also, to wheedle or coai. Tu 

cog a die, to conceal or secure a die. To cog « diooer, to 

wheedle odo out of a dinner, 
CoGUB. A glass of gin. Cant. 
Cokes, a lie. 
C01.CANN0N. Potatos and cabbage pounded together iu a 

nortar, aud then stewed with butter: an Irish dish. 
Cold. You will catch coltl at that ; a vulgar threat or ad- 
vice lo desist from an attempt. He caught cold by lying in 

bed barefoot : a saying of auy one eotreuiely tender or 

careful of himself. 
Cold Cook. An undertaker of fuuervls, or carrion hunter. 

See Carbion Hunter, 
Cold Iron. A sword or any other weafton for ci^ttiiu oi 

slabbing. I ^>Lvc hiui two inches of cold jruu into his beef. 
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Cold Meat. A deud wife is the bett culd meat in a msn'i 
bouse. 

Cold Pig. To give <^old pig is a punisliment inflicted on 
sluggards who lie ton long in bed ; il consists in pulling off* 
all Ibe bed-clnlhes from Iheni, and throwing cold waler upc i 
tliem. 

Cold Pcddino. This is said lo netUe one'^ lovp. 

COLB. Money. Post the cole: pajr down Hie moDejr. 

COLIANDER, orCoRiANDER Seeos. Money. 

Collar Day. Esetution day. 

Collector. A highwayman. 

CoLLEGG. Newgale or any other pnsoti. New College. Ibe 
Ruyal Exchange. King's College, tlic King's Bench prison. 
He has been eduealed at the sleel, and has tuken bii lint 
degree at College; be lias received his education at tkt 
house of correction, and was banged at Newgate. 

College Cove. The college cove has numbered him, and, 
if he is knocked down, he'll be twisted; the turnkey of 
Newgate has told the judge liow many times tlie prisoner 
has been tried before, and, iherefore, if be is fouad guilty, 
he certainly will be hanged. It is said lo be the custom 
of the Old Bailey for one of the turnkeys of N«wgBl« 
lo give information to the judge how many times an old 
offender has been tried, by holding up as many linger* at 
the number of times ibe prisoner has been before arraigned 
at that bur, 

Collegiates. Prisoners of the one, and shopkeepers of the 
other of those places. 

Collogue. To wheedle or coax. 

Collywobbles, The gripes. 

Cook Ruffian, who roasted the devil in his feathers. A bid 

Cool Crape. A shroud. 

Cooler. A woman. 

Cool Lady. A female follower of the camp who sHIs brandy. 

Cool Nants. Bmody. 

CoolTamkabd. Wine and water, with lemon, sugar, nd 
burmge. 

COLQUARRON. A man's neck. His colquarron is just about 
lo be twisted, he is just going to be hanged. Cant. 
' Colt, One who lets horses lo highwaymen: also, n boy 
newly initialed into roguery: a grand or petty juryman 
his first assize. Cant. 
' COLTAGB. A tine or beverage paid by colts on their first en- 
tering into their offices. 
' Colt Bowl. Laid short of the Jack by a colt bowler, i. t. I 
person raw or inexperienced in Ibe art of bowling. 
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head 



marries or keep! a young 

□ ht9 head. 

■ like Ihe flesh or a cult 

or scold »ny 
sband is said to comb 
joint'itool, she 



Has he come it 1 has lie lent it 1 
iheat or over-reBcEi bim. Coming 
hIsO, a breeding woman. 
ly article in a shop, or other ailu- 
nay be easily purloineil, will say 



toLT's Tooth. An old fellow, who 
girl, ia naid to have a colt's toolh i. 
BLT Veal. Coarse red veal, more 
than thai of a calf. 

3oHB. To comb one's head, to claj: 
OBe : a woman who lectui 
bis head. She combed I 
threw a stool at bim. 

Some. To come, to lend. 
To come over any one, to i 
weoch, a forward wench ; 
DME. A thief, observingai 

■-■tiun, which he conceives 
(to his accomplice, I think there is 

lOME IT. To ilivuiKe a secret; to tell any thing of one 
party to another. Thej say of a thief, who has turned evi- 
dence against his acci'Diplices. Ihut he is coning- all he 
K knows, or that he conn it ai strong at a horie. 
IHBTOTHE Heath. A phrase signifying to payor give 
nrooey, and synonymous with tipping, from which word it 
take* its rise, (here being a place called Tiptree-heatli, in 
the county of Essex. 

]OHx TO THE Mark. To abide strictly by any contract 
previously made : lu perform your part manfully in any ex- 
ploit ur enterprise you engage in ; or to offer what is consi- 
dered a fair price for any article in question. 
DmofiTABLE Importance. A wife. 

DMINg! so is Cuhistmas. Said of a person who has long 
been called, and at leoKth answers. Coming! 

lOMHlSsiON. A shirt. Cant. 
9UMODE. A woman's head-dress. 

>Mmodity. a woman's commodity, the monosyllable of a 
modest woman, and the public parts of a prostitute. 
DMMONER. A novice. Cant. 

DUHONS. The house of couimon;, the necessary house. 
bHPANY. To see company, to enter into a course of prosli- 
Itttton. 

ioMPLiHENT. See Christmas. 

SoHVS's CooBT. A social meeting formerly held at the Half- 
Moon-tavern, Cheapside. 

SoNFBCT. Counterfeited. 

lONOEft. To conger; Ihe agreement of a set or knot of 
booksellers of Lundon, that whosoever of theni shall buy a 
good copy, the rest shall lake off a particular nuoiljt'r, in 
quires, at a slated price: also, booksellers joining to buy 
either a considerable or dangerous copy. Obiokle. 
QNoou. Will you lap your congou with mel will yi)u drink 
lea with me 1 
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CoNisH Cove. A gentkeman. Seoteh Camt. 

Conk. The nose. 
yCoVK, A thief who impeaches his accomplices, a spy, in- 
former, or (ell-tale. See Nose, and Wear it. 
* CoNNY Wabble. Eggs aud brandy beat up togellier. frith. 

Conscience Keeper. A superior, who, bj- bis isfluuMe, 
makes his dependents act as he pleases. 

Content. The cuU's coutenl, the man is pait vomplaimng: 
a saying of a person murdered for resisting robbers. Cant. 

JGoi«TSNT. A thick liquor, in imitation of chucolnle, iaade= 

■ / of milk and gingerbread. 

■ Contra Dance. A dance where the dancers of the diffeNob 

sexes stand opposite each other, instead of side by side, a^ 

iR the minuet, rigadoon, louvre, Sic, and now rornipll>v 

oaltrd a country dance. 
Conundrums. Enigmatical conceits. 
Convenient. A mistress. Cant. 
CoNVENiENCY. A uecessary. A leathern conveniency, ^ 

coach. 
Convocation Castlb. Where (he twenty-live heads uf coH 

leges and tbe masters meet tolramnct and invesligitle univt^a 

sily affairs. Oxford Cant. 
Cooped up. Imprisoned, confined like a fowl in a coop. 
Goosed. Whipped. Scoleh Cant. 
Coquet. Ajilt. 
Corinth. A bawdy-bomte. 
CoKiNTHlANS. The higbeat order of swtlis. Caml. 

•' ir tbli Coritihiaa vero llie lun. 
And we could nol woll da wilhout him. 
Why llieo, &c.-' 

Fide Rnndoiri Dmi^. 

" Twis diTening to <ec> u one ogird uoond. 

Ho* Osrinliuu and eammmen niii'd on the f^opd." 
Tide OiVi MmoTHt 



Ibid. 

Cork-brained. Lighl-h«aded, foolish. 

Corned. Drunk. 

CoBNiSH Hug, A particular lock in wrestling, peculiar l» *^ 

people of the county of Corowall. 
Corny-faced. A very red piatpled face. 
Corporal. To mount a corpoml and fonr, to be guilty »>' 

onanism; the thumb is the corporal, the four fincera ^^ 

privates. 
Corporation. A l«rge belly. He has a glorious ctttf^**- 

tion, he has a very prominent belly. 
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■nfpornlwn's wcfk, )iFll)n>r 
a coil or lamli 
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IRPORATION, TIiP maglstraiF^, Ac 
ginr ralionc. Fret- mefi of u 

sirous nor liftiidsoni<^. 
isBT. A fiitindimg. Cosset coll i 

brought up by hwHt. 

»m-ARD. Tlie hrtrf, ri(9mit*y«urcosla«t, I'll give you a 
' knock oil tite head. 

Costard Monger. A Healer In fniil, imrticularly tippler. 
Dot, or Qcot. A m«n who laerfdles wi(Ii women's botweliolil 

bnsinesi, partkulaH; in (he kitchen. The punishmenl. 

commonlv inflkled on a ijiiot, is piiiiiiiig a greasj dhhctout 

to the skirts of hh cost. 
(JoucM A HogshejID. To lie down to 9}ttp. Cani. 
CoVNTBRfElT Crank. A gtnenil cheat, assuming all mrls 

of churacters ; conaterfeiltng the falling sfcknesi. 
Country Harht. A waggoner, Canl. 
Country Pdt, Aw ignorant country fellow. 
CowRTHY Work. Said of any work that advwnces slowlj. 
0OURT Card. A gay fluttering coxcomb. 
Courtezan. A prostitute. 

iDcniRT Holy Water.? Fair speeches and pramiscs, witboirt 
,Co«ET Promises. j performance. 
pouBT OP Assistants. A court often applied to by yonng 

women who marry olil men. 
Cove. The master of a house or shop ii culled tht eeve. On 

other occasions, when Joined to particular words, as a 

eroat-cove, a Jtash-cove, a leary-core, Si.c. it snnply imitlKs 
I a man of those several descriptions : somethncs, in speaking 

of any third person, whose name ydu are either ignorant ol^ 

or don't wish to mentioi), the word eort is adopted by way 

of emphasis, as may be seen under the word Awake. 
Coth ot TRE Ken. The master of tke house. Cant. 
po</Rss. The mistress of a house or shop, and nsed, on 

olfter occasions, in the same raamier as eovt, when applied to 

'Cmvsft, or Convent Garden, vulgarly called CoMm** 
Garden. Anciently, the prdeu belonging to a dissolved 
■HonSstery; now famous for being the chief market in 
London for fruit, flowers, and herbs. The theatres are 
sitnated near it. In its environs are many brotheh, and. 
not long ygo, the lodgings of the second ord^r of ladies of 
easy virtue were either there, or in the purlieus of Dftiry- 
. lane. 
'CoVlirr GARDEtT AAbkSs. a bawrt. 
Movent GarbeW ague. The ladybtrd dhease. He brokt 
his shins against Cuvent Oardtn railir, fie evnght the dis- 
order. 
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CovBNT Garden Nun. A lady of easy virtue. 

CovBOTRV- To send oue to Coventry; a punishmeot inflkled 
by officers of the army on such of tlieir brethren as are 
tetty, or have been Riiiity of improper behaviour, not 
worthy the cognizance of a court-martial. The person 
sent to Coventry if considered as nbsent; no one must 
siieak to or answer any question he asks, except relntive to 
iiuty, under penally of being also sent tn the same place. 
On a proper submission, the penitent 'i> ret:alled anit vvel- 
comed bv llie mess, as just returned from n jouniejf to 
Coveiitrv 

Cover. To cover, in belting, is to put down the moBey : if 
a person is a stranger upon the turf, or is considered 
doubl/ut, he is called upon to cover by his opponent. 
Among the familg people, it is to stand in such a situation 
as to obscure your pal, who is committing a robbery, from 
the view of the by-slanders or persons passing, it is called 
~ covering kirn. Any person belonging to the gang, wboie 
dress or stature renders liim parlfcularly eligible for Ibia 
purpose, is termed a good coverer. 

Covey. A collection of whores. What a fine covey here i«, 
if the Devil would but throw bis net ! 

Cow Juice. Milk. 

Cow's Baby. A calf. 

Cow's CoDRANT. Oaltop and sh— e. 

Cow-handed. Awkwiiril. 

Cow-HEARTED. Fearful. 

Cow Itch. The product of a sort of bean, which excites au 
insufferable itching, uaed chiefly for playing tricks. 

Cow's Spouse. A bull. 

Cow's Thumb. , Done to a cow's thumb ; done exactly. 

Coxcomb. Anciently, a fool. Fools, in great families, won 
a cap with belU, on the top of which was a piece of tvd 
cloth, in the shape of a cock's comb. At present, coxcomb 
signifies a fop, or vain self-conceited fellow. 

Crab. To catch a crab; to fall backwards by missing one's 
stroke in rowing. 

Crab. To prevent the perfection or ejiecution of any intended 
mailer of business, by saying any thing offensive or un- 
pleasant, is culled crabbing it, or throwing a crab; to crab 
a person, is to use such offensive language or behaviour as 
will highly displease, or put him in an ill humour. 

Crabbed. Sour, ill-tempered, diflicult- 

Crab Louse. A s|>ecies of louse jwculiar to the human body; 
the male is denominated a cock, the female a ben. 

Crab Shells. Shoes. Irish. 

Crabs. A losing throw to the main at hazard. 
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JKACX. A whorf. 

!rack. To huast or brag; aUo to break. I cnickeil bis 

, itit{)per; t broke bis bead, 

!bacx. To break open; the crack ts the game of bniise- 
breaking ; a creek is ibe breakiug any bouse or building fur 
Ihe purpose of plunder. 

IBack, thk, or All the Crack. Tbe fashionable theme, 
the go. The Crack Laj is used, of iaie, in the cant lan- 
guage, to signify Ihe art and mystery of house-breaking. 

Irackrr. Crusl, sea biscuit, or aminunilioa loaf; al&u (he 
backside. Farting traikers ; breeches. 

SACKiNO Tools. Implerociils of house-breaking, such as a 

'crow, a centre-bit, false keys, &c. 

^ACKiSK. Whorish. 

!rackmans. tiedges. The cull Ibougbl to have loped by 
breaking ihriiugh the crackmaiis, but we fetched him back 
by a nope on Ihe custard, which stopped bis jaw ; Ihe man 
1hou|>ht to have escaped by breaking through the hedge, but 
we brought him back by a great blow on the bead, which laid 
i him speechless. 

Kacksm an. a house-breaker. The kiddy is a clever cracks- 

'man; the young fellow is a very expert house-breaker. 
AO, The neck. 

RiNtis. Bolls, shackles, or fetters. Cant, 
AHP WoRns. Sentence of death passed on a criminal by a 

i'udge. He has Just undergone the cramp word ; sentence 
at just been passed on him. Cont. 
ikANK. Gin and water; also, brisk, pert. 
BANK. The falling sickness. Cant. 
BAP. The gallows. Cant. 
'lAPFKD. Hanged, Cant. 

lASH, To kill. Crash that cull ; kill that fellow.* Canl. 
tASHiNG Cheats. Teelh. 

tAW Thumpers. Roman Catholics, so called from their 
, beating their breasts in the confession of their sins. 
^tEAM-POT Love. Such as young fellows pretend to dairy- 
mids, to get cream and other good things from thera. 
Bekhb. To slip or slide any thing into the band of another. 
Canf. 

KEEPERS, Geuilemcu's companions, lice. 
Kew. a knot or gang ; also a boat or ship's company. The 
canting crew are thus divided into twenty-three orders, which 
under the different words : — 



1 Rufflers 

3 Upright Men 

8 Hookers or Anglers 



4 Rogues 

5 Wild Rogues 

S Priggcrs of Prancers 



L 



7 l>Hilbrd«» 



It Druiutuerera 



e Fraters 12 Drunken Tinker* 

Jurknten, ur Palikui^s 13 Swaddlers, or Pedlar* 

10 Fresli W^lcr Mariner*, or 14 Abrami. 
Whip Jatkets 

WOMBN. 
1 Dewauders for Olimmer b Walking Moris 

or Fire 6 Doxies 

i Bawdy Baskeli 7 Delles 

3 MoTts B Kinching Morts 

4 AuUini MortH Kindling Coes. 

Crid. a house. To crack a crib: to break opeii a liotue. 
Sometimes applied to shops, as, a thimbk-crib, a WNtcb- 
naker's shop ; a atocking-erib, a hosier's, &c. 

Crib. To purloin, or apjiropriale lo one's own use, part of 
any thing intrusteil to one's care. 

Cbibbage-facbd. Marked with the small pox, the pits 
bearing a kind of resemblance lo the holes in a cribbage- 
board. 

CaiBBEVG, or Cribby Islands, Blind allevs, courta, or 
bye-ways ; perhaps from the houses built there being cribbed 
out of the coDiinun way or passage ; and islands, frod tbc 
similarity «f sound to the Caribbee Islands. 

CsiMP. A broker or factor, as u coal crimp, who disposes of 
th« cargoett of the Newcastle coal ships ; also persons 
employed to trapan or kidnnp recruits for the E^sl ludia 
andAftican Companies, To crintp, or play crimp; to play foul 
or booty : aUo, a cruel ntanner of cutting up lisb alive, prw:- 
tised by the London liahniougers. in order to make it eat 
firm ; cod, and other crimped lisb, being a fevourile dilh 
anwig voluptuaries and epicures. 
Cripple. A crooked or bent sixpence, 
Crispin. A litxoemaker; frooi a romtuice, wherein » prince 
of that name it auid to have ejerDised the art aud wytfairy 
of a fihoemaUier, tbeuce called the jteutle craH : or, ntb«r, 
from the saiuU Cri^piiius and Criapianus, who, accuniiug to 
Uw kgend. were bietbreu born at Korae, from wbcnDe Uwy 
travelled to Sois&ons, in France, about the year 303, Iv pro- 
pagate the Cliristiau reUgiou ; but, because they would «dI 
be chargeable to otiiers for their niainteuauce. they excfc^cd 
the trade of •tioeaakers : the governor of the towii, discover- 
ing them lo be Christians, ordered then to be beheaded, 
about the same year: from which time they have been the 
tutelar saints of the shoemakers. 
Crispin's Holiday. Every Monday throughout Ihtt y^r, 
but mnsi particularly the 25th of October, bein^ the awii- 
versary of Crispiniu aad Crispianus. 
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Crispin's Lance. An awl, 

CnoAK. To (lip. Catil. 

Cboaked. Hauged. A flath lerm among keepers of prisons, 
wlro, speaking of a tbief that was executed, observe, " He 
was (T«aked." 

Ckqakbr. One who is always foretelling some accident or 
miifortune : an nllusion to Die croaking of a raven, supposed 
oninous. 

CSOAKVMSHIRB. NorlhumbcrlanH : rromtliepHrticuUr croak- 
wg in the praniincittlion of the |>cople of that eotinty, 
especially about Newcastle and Morpeth, where they are 
aatd to lie born witli a burr in their ihroati, which prevents 
Iheir pronouncing the letter r. 

Croarehs. Fureatatlcr«. called also Kidders and Trnnten*. 

Cbocodlles' Tears. The tears of a bypocrile. Crocodiles 
are fabuloiialy reported to shed tears over Iheir prey before 
Ihey devour it. 

Croker. a groat, or four-pence. 

Croke. An old etve whose teeth are wort) oat; figuratively, 
a toothless old beldam. 

Crony, An intimale companion, a comrade; olso, n con- 
federate in a robbery. 

Crook. Sixpence. 

Ckook Back. Sixpence; for the reason of this name, see 
Crifple, 

Crook Shanks. A nick name for a man with bandy legs. 
He buvs his boots in Crooked-lane, and bis stockings in 
Bandy-legged Walk ; his legs grew in the night, therefore 
they could not see to grow straight: jeering sayings of men 
with crooked legs. 

Cbook youb Elbow, To crook one's elbow, and wish it 
may never come straight, if the fact then »ffinned is not 
true ; according to the casuists of Bow-street and St. Giles's, 
it adds great weight and eDicacy to an oath. 

Crop, a nkk name for a Presbyterian : from their croppitw 
their hair, which they trimmed close to a bowl-dish, placed 
as a guide on their beads; whence they were likewise called 
roundheads. Sre Rovndhbads. 

Crop. To be knocked down for a crop ; to be condemiied to 
be banged. Crop)>ed, banged. 

Croppen. The tail. The croppen of the rolan ; the tail of 
the cart. Cri^ipen ken : the necessary bouse. C/tnt. 

Cropping Dbvms. Druniraer* of the foot guards, or Chelsea- 
hospital, who find out weddings, and beat a pohit of war 
to serenade (he new married couple, and thereby obtain 
money. 

CnoPSiCK. Sickness intlie stomach, arising from drunkenness. 
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Cross. To tome home by Weepiiig-crosa; lo repent at thf 
conclusion. 

Cboss. To cheat. To throw a match over, either in hon«- 
racint', or in a prize battle, or any article which has be«n 
impr<>iierly obtaiaed, is said to have been got upon the eroti. 
Cant. 

Cboss Bitk. One who combines with a sharper to dntw in ■ 
friend ; also, to counteract or disappoint. Cant. This is 
pecniiarly used to signify entrapping a man so as to obtain 
crim. con. money, in which the wife, real or supposed, con- 
spires with the husband. 

Cross Buttock. A particular lock or fall in the Broogh- 
tonian art, which, as Mr. Fielding observed, conveyed more 
pleasant sensations to the spectators Ibun the patient. 

Cross-cove, or Cross-Molisuer. A maii and wnmsn wbo 
live upon the crosj>. Cant. 

Cross-crib. A house kept hyfamilt/ people- Cant. 

Cross-FAM. To pick a pocket, by crossing your arms in ■ 
particular position. Canl. 

Cross Patch, A peevish boy or girl, or rather an unsociRl 
ill-tempered man or woman. 

Crow. Tobreg, boats, or triumph. To crow over any one; 
to keep bim in subjection : an image drawn from a cock, 
who crows over a vanquished enemy. To pluck a crow; lo 
reprove any one for a fault committed, to settle a dispute. 
To strut like a crow in a gutter ; to walk proudly, or with 
an air of consequence. 

Crowd. A fiddle: probably from crooth, the Welch naoie 
for that instrumeot. 

Crowdero. a tiddler. 

Crowdt. Oatmeal and water, or milk ; a mess much eateo in 
the north. 

Crow Fair. A visitation of the clergy, Stt Review of 
THE Black Ccirassiers. 

Crown Office. The lieud. I fired itito her keel upwards : 
my eyes and limbs, Jack, the crown oftice whs full ; a 
woman with her head downwards. Sta-pkrair. 

Cruisers. Beggurs, or highway spies, who traver«e the 
road to give intelligence of a booty ; also, rogues ready to 
snap up Hiiy booty that may offer, like privHleer^i or (urales 

Crummy. Fat, fleshy. A fine crummy dame; a fat woman. 

He has picked up his crumbs finely of late; he has grown 

very fat, or rich, of late. 
Crump. One who helps solicitors to affidavit men, or false 

wilnrsi^es. ' I wish yuu had, Mrs. Crump;' a Gloucester- 

sbi'e paying, in answer lo a wish for uny thiag ) implying. 
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you iniial not expect any assistance from ibe speaker. It 
IS suiil to have originated from the following incident: One 
Mrs. Crump, the wife of a substantial farmer, dining with 
Iheuid Lad_yCovciitrj, who was extremely deaf, said to one of 
the footmen, waiting at table, ' I wish I had a draught of 
small beer,' her modesty not permitting her to desire so fine 
a gentleman to bring it ; the fellow, conscious that his 
mistress could not hear either tlie request or answer, replied, 
without moving, ' I wish you had, Mrs. Crump,' Tliese 
wishes being again repeated by both parties, Mrs. Crump 
gut up from the table lo fetch it herself; and being asked 
by my lady where she was going, related what had passed. 
The stury bein^ told abroad, the expression became pro- 
verbial. 

Crusty Beau. One that uses pslnl and cosmetics, to obtain 
a fine complexion. 

Crusty Fellow. A surly fellow. 

Cub. An unlicked cub; wn unformed, ill-educated, yoong 
/ luaD : a young nobleaiaa or gentleman on his traveb : an 
allusion to the atory of the bear, said to bring iU cub into 
form by licking. Also, a new gamester. 

Cuckold. The husband of an incontinent wife : cuckolds, 
however, ure Christians, us we learn by the following »lory : 
An old woman heaiing a man call his dog Cuckold, reproved 
faim sharply, saying, ' Sirrah, are not you ashamed to call a 
dog by u Christian's name I' To cuckold the parson ; to 
goto bed with one's wife before she has been churched. 

Cucumbers. Tailors, who are jocularly said to subsist, 
during the summer, chiefly on cucumbers. 

CUDDIE. A Jack-ass. Sea cant. 
, Ct^FF. An old cuff; an old man. To cuff Jonas; said of otie 
who is kiiocked-knced, or who beats his sides to keep hJm- 
Mlf warmin frosty weather; called, also. Beating the Booby. 

Coffin. A man. 
' Coll. A man, honest or otherwise. A bob cull ; a good- 
iralured, quiet fellow. Cant. 

Cdllability. A disposition liable lo be cheated, an un- 
suspecting nature, open lo impoailion. 

Cully. A fop or fool: also, a dupe to women: from the 
Italian word coglione, a blockhead. 

Culp. a kick or blow : from Ibe words mea culpa, beiug 
Ibat part of the popish lilurgy at which the people beat their 
breasts ; or, as the vulgar term is, thump their cruws. 

CuNMNo Man. A cheat, who pretends by his skill in astro- 
logy to assist persons in recovering stolen goods ; and, also, 
to tell them their fortunes, and when, how often, and lo 
whom, they shall be married ; likewise answers all lawful 
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(]Hi'Slinns, both by mn am) lunrf. This profession is fre- 
i]iiently occupird by ladies, 

Ctinning Shaver. A shaTp fellow, oup that Irims clOM, 
i. e. cheats ingeniously. 

CuNKY-THUMBBD. Tu double one's fist with Ibc thumb in- 
wards, like a woman. 

Cupboard Love. PMended love to the cook, or any other 
pcnon, for the sake of a meal. My gaU cry cupboard ; 
i. e. I am hnogry. 

CcpiD, Blind Cupid. A jeering name for an ugly bliad 
man: Cupid, the god of love, being frequently painted 
Wind. Stf Blind Cdpid. 

Cup of the Creature. A cup of good liquor. 

Cup-shot. Drunk. 

CVR. A cut or cuTlniled dog. According to Ibe fonst-Uwi, 
u man who bad uo right to the privilege of the chase, wts 
obliged lo cut or law his dog: among other mode* of dj*' 
Hbling him from disturbing tlie game, one was by depriv- 
ing him of his tail : a dog so cut was called a cut or cur- 
tailed dog, and by contraction a cur. A cur is figuratively 
used to signify a suriy fellow. 

Curbing Law. The act of hooking goods out of windowt: 
(he cufber is the thief, the curb the hook. Cmt, 

Curlg. Clippings of money, which curls up in the operation. 
Con*. 

Curmudgeon. A covetous old fellow, derived, according to 
some, from the French term raur mtchant. 

Curry. To curry favour ; to obtain the favour of a peraon 
by coaxing or servility. To curry any one's hide ; to beil 

Curse OF Scotland. The nine of diamonds. Diamonds, rl 
is said, imply royalty, being oniamenls to Ibc imperial 
crown ; and every ninth king of Scotland has been observed, 
for many ages, lo be a tyrant and a curse to tliat coualrr. 
Others sny it is from its similarity to the arms of Ai^lc j 
the Duke of Argyle having been very instrumental in bring- 
ing about the union, which, by some Scutch |>iitriol«, Iws 
been considered as detrimental to their country. 

Cbrse of God. A cockade. 

CURSITORS. Broken petty-fogging »lluruies, or N«wgate 
solicitors. Cant. 

Cdrtails. Thieves wtw cut off pieces of stuff hanging out 
of shop windows, the tails of women's gowns, Hic.; «lw, 
thieves wearing short jacketa. 

CVRTAtN Lct'TtjKR. A woman who scolds lier liusbaiid when 
in bed, is sat(t tu read liim a curtah lecture. 

Cushion. He has deserved the cushion ; a sayiuju; of one 
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wliose wife is lirouglil to bed of u boy : implying, lliut, hsv- 
■ng done kU biiiioess eiTecUially, he may now indulge or re- 
|K»e himself. 
CI79TOM- HOUSE CooRS. The stock ill trade of a prostitute, 

because fairly ewlered. 
Cdt. Drunk. A little cut over liie head i sli^tly iotoxioated. 
To cut ; to Ifnve a person or company. To cut up well; to 
die ricb. 
Cut, ( Cambridgt. ) Tu renounce iicquaintaace with nny 
one is lo cut liim. There tKv sevi-rxl species of the cur. 
Such »i tbe cut direct, the cvt indirect, the cut sublime, 
the cut infernal, &c. Tbe cut direct is to start across the 
•treel, at the appioach of the obnoxious person, io order to 
(i*oid him. Tlie cut indirect is to look another way, and 
pass witltoul iippearing to olMerve him. The cut sublime 
it to admire the top of King's College Chupet, or the beau- 
ty of the passing clouds, till he is out of sight. The cut ia- 
fenial is to analyie the arrBUgeaii'nt of your shoe-strings, 
for the vUBC purpose. - ' 

Cut Bene. To s|ieak ^illy. To cut bene vrhiddes; to 
give good Hordx. To cut queer whiddes; to give foul 
language. To cut a bush, orada^h: to mnkc a figure. Cant- 
Cut one's Stick. To he off. Cawi. 
. CuTTiNO Gloak. a niiui famuua fur drawing a kuife, wid 
culling any [lersou he qiiarreU will). 
Corry-EYBD. To look out of the corners of one's eyes, 
to leer, to look askance. The cull culty-eycd at tis ; the 
fellow looked suspicious at us. 



DAB. An adept; a dab at any feat or exercise. Dab, 

quoth Dawkins, when he hit his wife on Ibe a-se witlt a 

(tound of butter. It also signifies a bed. 
Dab it up. To dab it up with a woman, is to agree to 

cohabit with lier ; also, to run a score at a public-house. 
Dace, or DucB. Two pence. Tip me a dace; lend mc 

two pence. Canf. 
Daddles. Hamlt. Tip an your daddle; give mc yuur hand. 

Cant. 
Daddy. Father. Old daddy: a fatnihar address In an «M 

man. To beat daddy mammy ; the first rudimeBts of drun 

beating, being the elements of the roll. 
Dad'b Will. Parental authority. Otf. Univ. Cant. 
Daffy. Vulgarly cuUcdGiN : but itban numerous oilier names. 

For instance, the squeamith fair one, who takes il oit the ily, 

uwrely to cure the Mqwur*, poUtdy names il lo her friends. 
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Hi " whitt wint." The tieell chaff's it as " bl«f ruin'' In 
«lpvale his notions. The laundress Iovm dearly a ^nn 
of " Ould Tom," from its strenglli to comfort ber inside. 
The drag jiddlfr can loss off a quartern of " max" wilb- 
oul making a wry mu^. The tfatur monger illuminet bi« 
ideas will) a " fla$h oj lightning. '" The hoarte Cjfprian 
ones her existence to copious draughts of " Jockey." The 
link boy and mud lark, in joining their bvowiu together, 
lire for some " stark naked." A'nd the out and outers, bv 
the addition of bitters to it, in order to sharpen up a dissi' 
puled and damaged tictualUng office, cannot take anv 
thing but " Fu/ler't earth .'" Picture of the Fancy. 
Daffv Clob. This original Society was founded by Mr. 
James Soarbs, at the Castle-tavern, Holburn, tind who 
is the perpetual president of it. The s|Kirting world is its 
hobby; and, respecting original anecdotes of the turf; the 
incidents of the priKe-ring, and promoting scientific pugi- 
lism; the merits of the swift pedestrians of the day; a 
knowledge of the first-rate trotters; an acquaiattincc 
with the best ihots ; good cockers; great cricketers; dis- 
tinguished anglers ; and thorough bred cattle, dogs, Sie. 
must of the members of the club can prize themselves not 
deficient riders, whenever necessity requires them lo mouot. 
It is also conspicuous for its aecommodation to tfory tellers. 
The spirituous liquor drank by the club is Daffv, (i. e. gm,) 
but in small quantities: as, the third of a quartern is the 
allowance for each member, at one time. It has obtained 
much notoriety from its good chaunting, every Friday nigbt, 
during the season. Ibid. 
Daggbhs. They lire at daggers drawing; i. e. at enmity, 

ready to fight. 
Dairy. A woman's breasts, particularly one who gives such. 

She spurted her dairy ; she pulled out her breast. 
Daisy Cutter. A jockey lerm for a horse tbal does not 
lift up his legs sufBcienlly, or goes too near the ground, wid 
is therefore apt to stumble. 
DaisV. a sea term applied lo duck-mates. 
Dam. a small Indian coin, mentioned in the tientoo code 
of laws ; hence etymologists may, if they please, derirc 
(he common expression, I do not care a dam, i, e. I do not 
care half o farthing for il. 
DambeR. a rascal. Set DiMSBR. 

Damned Soul. A clerk in a counting-house, whose sole 
business it is to clear ur swear off merchandize at tbe^cus- 
loro-house; and who, it is said, guards against the crime 
of perjury, by taking a previous oath, never to swear tmty 
on those occasions. 
Damper. A luncbcoD, or snap before dinner; so called 
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from ill damping, or alict^iiig;, ihr appelite; euliiig nuU 

driokiag lieitig, an (h<- proverb wisely olistTves, apt tu 

take away the appetite. 
Dance Cpon Nothing. To be banj^ed. 
Dancers. Stairs. 
Dandy. ThatV (be dandy; i.e. the ton, tbe clever lliin); ; 

SD expression of similar import to " Thai's the barber." 
Dandy. Ir 1620, a fai^hionable non-destript. Men wbo 

wore itaifi to give Ihem a tine shape, ami were more than 

ridiculous in their apparel. 

Noiw uDANDt'ia thing, drmribc liini who can' 
Tlini it *crY luucli made in ilic iliipr of a man -, 
Boi il fat till onCF coutil Ihc Tiuliion pmnll. 
He'd br moic like an Afi if lie had bal a tail. 

I'm lore nilh tbe DAHDrii ne well mi} i'uptate, ' 

At neither pouetgiug vit, leaitiinn, nor ieiuc ; 

And if in sach follifi thpj ititl <rfll penitl, 

Throw tlieia all in Ihe Thomd, and tbefU iwTer be niio'd. 

Danot Ghey Russet. A dirty brown. His toal's dandy 

grey russet, Ihe colour of the devil's nutling-bag. 
Dandy Prat. An insignificaat ur trifling fellow. 
Dangle. To follow a woman without asking the queittion. 

Abo, to be hanged: 1 &ball see you dangle in the sherifi''s 

piclure-frauie ; I shall see you hangiug on the gallows. 
Dangleb. One who follows women in general, without 

any particular attachmenl. 
Danna. Human, or other excrement. Cant. 
Dapper Fellow. A smart, well-made, little man. 
Darbies. Fetters. Cant. 
Darby. Ready money. Cant. 
Dark Cully. A married man that keeps a mistress, whom 

he visits only at night, for fear of rtiscovery. 
Darker. A dark lanthorn used by housebreakers. Stow 

Ihe dark ee, and bolt, the cove of the crib ia fly; hide tbe 

dark isntliorn, and run away, the master of the bouse 

knows that we are here. 
DaRkmans. The uigbt. Cant. 
Darkman's BuiKiB. One that slides into a house in the 

dark of the evening, and hides himself, iu order to let some 

of the gang in at night to rob it. 
Dart. A alraight-armed blow iu boxing. 
Dash. A tavern drawer. To cut a ila^h : to make a figure. 
David Jones. The Devil, the spirit of Ihe sea: called 

Neckon in tbe north couiiirieB, such as Norway, Denmark, 

and Sweden. 
David Jones's Lockbr. Tbe sea. 
David's Son. As drunk as David's sow; 
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ing, whii'h took iU rise froni Ibc follawin:; rirciitnitffiice : 
One David Lloyd, a Welcliman, wIl» kept uri alr'hmiM U 
Hereford, bad a living sow witli six kgs, whicli ifiis gmitly 
resorted to by Ihe curiona ; lie had ulso u wife tnifch 
addicted to drunkenness, for wLicli lie nsed MtnetiAn 
to give her due correolion, On« day, David's wife hiivfrig 
taken a cup too much, and being fearful of tbe coBse- 
({ucnces, turned out the sow, and lay down to sleep her»^' 
sober in tbe stye. A company coming in to see the sow, 
David ushered tbem into the stye, exclaiming, ' there is a 
sow for you! did any of you ever see such anolherr all 
the while supposing tbe sow bad really been there ; to 
which some of the comftauy, seeing the state tbe woman 
was in, replied, it was tbe drunkenest sow tbey had ever 
beheld ; whence tbe woman was ever after called David's sow. 

Daty. 111 take my davy of It; vulgar abbreviation of 
affidavit. 

Dawb. To bribe. Tbe cnll was terdggetl became lie conM 
not dawb ; the rogue was hanged because he could not 
bribe. All bedawbed with lace; all over lace. 

Day Lights, Eyes. To darken his day-lights, or sett u)» 
his sees ; to close up « man's eyM m boxing. 

Dead Cargo. A term med l^f thieves, when they *W Ah- 
appointed in the value of their l>ooIy. 

Dbai> Horsb. To work for the dead iiorse; to work for 
wages already paid. 

Dead-louse. Vulgar pronuactation of the Oedalus ship 
of war. 

Dead Men. A cant word among journeyman bakers, for 
loaves felsely cliarged to their master;' eustotnen ; also, 
empty bottles. To be found, also, in that classic votnme, 
Crib's Memorial. 

Deadly Nkvergreen, that bears froil all the year round. 
The gallows, or three-legged mare. Sit Tkreb-LeoobD 
Marb. 

Dbady. One of the multitudinous epithets applied to 
gin; used by the poets of the Hofg Land in mntty in- 
stances, us 

" Grows foat liuid moie lirni uid itondy. 
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" Tauufal b; tfaee, we're cjuaff'd tbe Dcodyt itreHm 
At Bdcher-9 at at lUDd&U-s ku of (rrire." 

UntwU CaUb BMtM, DM. 

Spettkhig of pleasure, the bard says, 

" I've uuglit hei fue iia MmiUty't gtoaod. 
Her aerial roTm in Dtady'i rvL** 

ViU Rtml^i Scrap Ba*. 
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Dbath Hunter. An undeTtnlKf; one whn fiirnislies llir 
" necessary urticles Tor fiinerats. Ste Cabhion Hdnter. 
Death's Head upon a Mop-stice. A poor, miserable, 
emaciated fellow; one quite an otomy. Sn Otomy. 
He looked us pleasant as the pains of death. 
Dbeker. a thief kept in pay by a trap. Scotch cant. 
Desp-onb. a thorough -paced roKUe, a sly dewgninj; fellow : 

in opposrtion lo a siiiillow or foolish one. 
Dbgen, or Daqbn. a sword. Nim the rlegeo; steal the 

sword, Da);eii in Dutch for a aword. Cant. 
Dblls. Young boxoui wenches ripe for etijoyntent, but 
who have not lost their virginity, which the upright man 
claimi by virlite uf his prerogative; after which Incy become 
free for any of the frulernily. AUo, u common stnimpcl. 
Cant. 
Demand the Box. Call for a bottle. Sea term 
DBMtJRE. As demure as an old whore at a cliristening. 
Demv-Ref. An abbreviation of demy-repatation I a woman 

of doubtful chanctttr. 
Derby. To come down with the derbies; to pay the 

money. 
Derrick. The name of the finisher of the law, or hangman, 
about tlie year IffOtt. — ' For he rides his circuit witli the 
Devil, and Derrick must be his host, and TiborDc the 
inne at which he will lighte.' yidt Bellman of LoatloD, 
in art. Pkiggin Law — ' At the gallows, where 1 leave 
them, as to the haren at which they roust all cast anchor, 
if Derrick's cables ilo but bold.' Ibid. 
Devil. A printer's errand-boy. Also, a amall thread in 
the king's ropes and tables, whereby they may be distin- 
guished from all others. The Devil himself; a smell streak 
of blue thread in the king's sails. The Devil may dance 
in his pocket; i.e. he has no money; the cross on owr 
ancient coins being jocularly supposed to prevent him from 
visiting that place, for fear, as it is said, of breaking his 
shins against it. To hold a candle lo the Devil; to be 
civil to any one out of fear: in allusion to the story of tl)e 
old woman who set a wax tajter before the image of SI. 
Michael, and another before the Devil, whom that saint 
is commonly represented as trampling under his feet: being 
reproved for payiag sudi honoar lo Satan, she answered, 
a> it was uncertain which place she should go to, heaven 
wr hell, she chose to secure a friend in butli places. That 
will be when the Devil is blind, and he has not got 
sore eyes yeti said of anything unlikely to happen, 
rains while the sun sbinea ; the Devil is beating bis 
with a shoulder of mutton ; this pbenufnenon is also said 
lo denote that cuckolds are going !« hnvea ; on being 
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infornied of ihis, h lovjag wife cried oul, with great vrhe- 
raeace, 'Hun, busband, tuu!' 



a proverb si|;Qifj'itig that we are apt to forget promiir* 
made in time of di-ilress. Tn pull the Devil by the tail ; 
(u be reduced to one's shifts. The Devil go witb you and 
sixpence, and then yon will have both money and company. 
Devil. The ^z^ard of a turkey or fowl, scored.'peppereil, 
>alled, and broiled: it derives its appellation from beinij 
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Dbvil Catcher, or DevrL Driveb. A parsoa. St* 

Snub Devil, 
Devil Drawbr. A miserable painter. 
Devilish. Very: an epithet which, in (he English vulgar 

language, is made to agree with every quality or thing: 
.as, devilish bad, devilish ^ood; devilish sick, devilish 

well; devilish sweet, devilish sour; devilish hoi, devilish 

cold; Ac. Ac. 
Devil's Books. Cards. 
Devil's Dauoutbr. It is said of one who has u teraiagaal 

for bis wife, that he has married the Devil's daughter, and 

lives with the old folk^. 
Devil's Daughter's Portion: 

Deal, Dovrr, and Uaiwlch. 

The Doil gBve -ilh h'a ifiii>^hl« In marriage ; 

He added HcItoci aiid the Bi.ll. 



a baying occasioned by the sbameful impositions practised 

by the inhabitants of those places on sailors and Iravellen. 
Devil's Ddno. Asafietida. 
Devil's Guts. A surveyor's chain: so called by farmen, 

who do uot like their land should be measured by their 

landlords. 
Dew Bbatebs. Feet. Cant. 
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Pide RonduU-i Scrap BmL. 



Dkivs Wins, or Deitx Wins. . Two pence. Cant. 

Dial Plate. The face. To alter his dial plate ; to dii- 

figure bis face. 
Dice. The names of false dice: 

A bale of bard cinque deuces. 

A bale of fiat cinque deuces. 

A bale of flat sice aces. 

A bale of bard cater traes. 
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A tale of flal catrr traes. 

A bale of fulhams. 

A bale of light graniers. 

A bale of langrets contrary to tlie venluge. 

A bale of gordes, with as mBny liigiimen as lowtnen, 
for passage. 

A bale of demieii. 

A bale of long dice for even and odd. 

A bale of bristles. 

A bale of direct contraries. 
[. That happened in the reign of queen Dick, i. e. 
■ver: said of any absurd old story. I Bin as queer as 
icb's hatband; that is, out of spirits, or don't know what 
Is tne. 

KED IN THE NoB. Silly. Crazed. 
EBT. A sham shirt. 

lEY. An ass. Roll your dickey; drive your ass. Aim, 
■eat for servants to sit in behind a carriage, when their 
ksters drive. 

lY. A woman's under- peltitoat. It's all Dicky with 
p: i.e. it's .ill over with him. 
DRTS. A woman's breasts or bubbles. 
DLB. To cheat. To defraud. The cull diddled me 
It of my dearee ; the fellow robbed me of ray sweetheart. 
OLE. Gin. 

[»LER. A fellow who lives by his impudence and address: 
Eharacter that knows how to gammon the flats; and even 
puizle the knowing ones. 

HARD, or RAMS. To die hard, U to show no signs of 
ir or conlrilion at the gallows ; not to wliiddle or 8.[ueak. 
bis advice is frequently given to felons going to snRer the 
w, by their old comrades, anxious for the honour of 
e gang. 

IBRS. Spurs. Cant. 
f. Hard blows. Cant. 

lO. [From the llaliau dtlcllo, q.d, a woman's delight; 
' from our word, dalli/, q. d. a tiling tu play wilhal.j 
inissuccadaneiis, called, in Lombardy, Passo Tempo. 
aihy. 

GENT. Double diligent, like the Devil's apothecary; 
id of one affectedly diligent. 

l.y. [An abbreviation of the word diligettcr.] A public 
jture or stage, commonly a poat-chaJse, carrying three 
TSODSi the name is taken from the public stage veliictes 
France aud Flanders. The dillies first began to run in 
Igland about the year 1778. 

BBB. Pretty. A dimbercove; a prelly fellow. Diin- 
iT mort ; a pretty wench. Canl. 
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DiMBER Damber. a top man, or prince, among tbe caul- 
lug crew ; also, the cbief rogue of the gang, or tbe com- 
pletest cheat. Cant. 

DiMMOCK. Money. Cant. 

Ding. To knock down. To ding it in one's can ; to re- 
proach or tell one something one is not desirous of hearing : 
also, to throw away; particularly any article you have 
stolen, either because it is worthless, or that there is danger 
of immediate apprehension. ' To ding a person, is to drop 
his acquaintance totally ; also, to quit his company, or 
leave him for the time present ; to ding to your pai, is to 
convey to him, privately, the property you have just 
stolen ; and he who receives it is said to take ding, or to 
knap the ding, » 

DiNOABLE. Any thing considered worthless, or which yon 

^ . can well spare, having no further occasion for it, ii 

? declared to be dingabU. This phrase is often applied by 

sharps to a Jlat whom they have cleaned out; and by abao- 

doned women to a keeper, who, having spent his aU upon 

them, must be discarded, or dinged as soon as possible. 

Ding Boy. A rogue, a hector, a bully, or sharper. Cm/. 

Ding Dong. Helter skelter, in a hasty, disorderly, maaner. 

Dingey Christian. A mulatto ; or anyone who has, as tbe 
West-Indian term is, a lick of the tar-brush, that is, some 
negro blood in him. 

Dining-Room-Post. A mode of stealing in houses that kt 
lodgings, by rogues pretending to be postmen, who send 
up sham letters to the lodgers, and, whilst waiting in the 
entry for the postage, go into the first room they see open, 
and rob it. 

Dip. To dip for a wig. Formerly, in Middle-row, Uolbonii 
wigs of different sorts were, it is said, put into a close- 
stool box, into which, for three-pence, any one might dipi 
or thrust in his hand, and take out the first wig he lira 
hold of; if he was dissatisfied with his price, he might, oo 
paying three halfpence, return it and dip ag^in. A puuiiiog 
name for a tallow-chandler. 

Dippers. Anabaptists. 

Dipt. Pawned or mortgaged. 

Dishclout. a dirty greasy woman. He has made a nip- 
^in of his dishclout; a saying of one who has married his 
cook-maid. To pin a dishclout to a man's tail ; a punish- 
ment often threatened by the female servants in a kitchoi* 
to a man who pries too minutely into the secrets of tbit 
place. 

Dished up. He is completely dished up; he is totall; 
ruined. To throw a tiling in one's dish ; to lepioach or 
twit one with any particular matter. 
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Dismal Ditty. 'I'hc 
lowi, jiisl before tliL- 

DisPATCRBRS. Fiilse dice used by gamblers, so contrived a» 
always la lliraw a ni'cAr. 

■Dispatches. A millinius, or justice of the peace's warraul, 
for lh« comiuilment of a niguc. 

Distracted Divisio.n. Hn^hnud aud wife fi^htiiie. 

Distressed. In boxing', wlifti n man is distrimed, he is ont 

Ditto, a suit of ditto; cont, tvaistcoal, and breeciiei, all 
of oHc colour. 

of Kind, and nearly exhausted from liis exertionn. It, also, 
shoirs bad condition. 

Dive. To dive; to pick a pocket. To dire for a dinner; 
to go down into a cellar to dinner. A dire, is a thief who 
Stands read; to receive goods thrown out to bim by a little 
boy put in at a window. Cant. 

Diver. A pickpocket: also, one who lives in a cellar. 

DiTiDB. To divide the house with one's wife i to ^ive her 
the iiutside, and to keep all the inside to one's self, i.e. to 
turn ber into the street. 

To do any one; tu rob and cheat liini. I huve done 
Htm; I have robbed him. It is a term used by imashrra; to 
4o a yttetr half-quid, or a qutfr tcfeen, is to utter a coun- 
terfeit half-guinea, or a forged bunk-note: alao, to oTer* 
DOme in a bnxins-niHlch : witness those laconic lines written 
on the field of bHille, by Humphries lu his patron. — ' Sir, 
' S hate dom Mr Jew.' It is absolutely criminal to ooiit any 
thing so exquisite us this in the Elegant Epistles. 
»OBiN Rio. Stealing ribands from haberdashers early in 
the morning or lute at ni^bt; generally practised by wo- 
men in the disguise of muid servants. 

)OCK. To lie with a womun. The cull docked the dell 
all the darkumns; the fellow laid with the wench all uighl. 
Docked smack smooth; one who has suffered an ainpula- 
lion of bis penis from a venereal complaint. He must go 
into dock ; a sea phrase, signifyiug that the person spo- 
ken of must undei^o a salivuliou. Docking is also a pu- 
DisbiDcnt iiiHicted by sailors on the prostitutes who liuve 
ntfrcted them with the venereal disease; it cousisis in cut- 
ting off all their clothes, petticoats, shift and all, close to 
llieir stays, and then turning them into the street. 

Dock-Shankbbs. Dock-mates. Sea ttrm. 

Milk and water, with a litOc rum, and some nut- 
meg: alxo, the name of a composition used by distillers, 
to maku spirits ap|>ear stronger than they really lerc, or, 
in their pbnibe, belief pToof. 

oas. Ko,ided dice, that will run but two or tbnv 

F'i 
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cbances, Tbey put the doctors upon him ; Ihey cheated 
bim with loaded dice. 

DoDSKY. A womuu: perhaps a corruption of Doxey. Ca«L 

Dog. An old dog at it ; expert or accustomed to any thing. 
Dog in a manger ; one who would prevent another from 
enjoying what he himnelf does not want : an allusion to 
the well-known fable. The dogs have not dined ; a com- 
mon saying to any one whose shirt bangs out behind. To 
dog, 01 dodge; to follow at a distance. To blusb like a 
blue dog, i.e. not at all. To walk the black dog on any 
one ; a punishment inflicted in the night on a fresh prisoner, 
by his comrades, in case of his refusal to pay the usual 
footing or garnish. 

Dog Buffers. Dog stealers, who kill those dogs not ad- 
vertised for, sell their skins, aud feed the remaining dogs 
with their flesh. 

Dogged. Surly. 

DoGGEss, Dog's Wife or Lady, Puppy's Mamma. Jocular 
ways of calling a woman a bitcb. 

Dog in a Doublet, A dariag, resolute fellow, lit Ger- 
many and Flanders the bol(Jest dogs used to bunt the boir, 
having a kind of buff doublet buttoned ou iheir bodies. 
Rubens has represented several so eijuippei), so has Sney- 

DoG Latin. Barbarous Latin, such as was formerly med 

by the lawyers in their pleadings. 
Dog's Portion. A lick and a smell. He comes in for only 

a dog's portion; a sayiug of one who is a distant admirer 

or dangler after women. Sec Dangler. 
Dog's Rig. To copulate till you are tired, and then turn 

tail to it. 
Dog's Soqp. Rain water. 
DogVanb. A cockade. Sea term. 
Do it away. To fence or dispose of a stolen article beyond 

the reach of probable detection. 
Do IT UP. To accomplish any object you have in view; lo 

obtain any thing you are in quest of, is called doing it up 

for such a thing; a person who contrives by nob-work, or 

ingenuity, to live an easy life, and appears lo improve 

daily in circumstances, is said to do it vp in good twig. 
Doll. Bartholomew doll; a tawdry, over-drest womsR, 

like one of the children's dolls at Bartholomew -fair. To 

mill doll; to beat hemp at Bridewell, or any other home 

of correction. 
Dollop. A dollop is a large quantity of any thing ; (Af 

whole dollop means the total quantity. 
Dolly. A Yorkshire dolly; a contrivance for washing, by 
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TBHtm of a kind of wheel fixed in a tab, which, being 
turned about, ai^hmes and cleanses the linen put into it, 
with soap and water. 

DoMlNE DO LITTLE. An impotent old fellow. 

DoMiNEK. A pnrson. Cant. 

Domineer. To reprove or command in an iosoleal or 
haughty manner. Dou't think as how ;ou shall domi- 
neer here. 

Domino Box (To open the). To open the mouth. Canl. 

Done, or Done over. Rohbed: alio, convicted or hanged. 
Canl, As, he was done for a crack; he was convicted of 
house-breaking. 

Don Peninsula. The range of all who bear long hanging 
tleeves, and the name of Domini. Oxf. Univ. Canl. 

Done up. Ruined by gaming and extravagance. Modtrnterm, 

Donkey, Donkey Dick. A he, or jack-ass: called don- 
key, perhaps, from the Spanish or don-like gravity of 
that animal: entitled, also, the king of Spain's trumpeter. 

Doodle. A silly fellow, or noodle. Sm Noodle. Also, a 
child's penis. Doodle doo, or. Cock a doodle doo, a 
childish appellation for a cock, iu imitation of its note 
when crowing. 

Doodle Sack. A bagpipe. Duich. 

Do OVEB. Carries the same meaning as Do, but is not so briefly 
expressed; the former having received the polish of the 
present times. 

Dopey. A beggar's trull. 

DossE. A snoozing ken: to dorse with a woman, signifies 
to sleep with her. Cant. 

Dot. A ribbon. Sea canl. 

Dot AND GO ONE. To waddle: generally applied to persom 
who have one leg shorter than the other; and who, as the sea 
phrase is, go upon an uneven keel : also, a jeering appellation 
for an inferior writing-master, or teacher of arithmetic. 
boT-DRAG. A watch'ribbon. Sea cant. 
X}o THE TRICK. To accomplish any robbery, or other 
business successfully ; a thief who has been fortunate enough 
to acquire an independence, and prudent enough to tie it ftp 
in time, is said by his former associates to have done the 
trick; on the other band, a man who has imprudently iu- 
volveii himself in some great misfortune, from which there 
is little hope of extrication, is declared by his friends, with 
an air of commiseration, to have done the trick for himself; 
that is, his ruin or downfall is nearly certain. 

Dodblb. To tip any one the double ; to run away in his 
or her debt. 

Double. To double a person, or tip him the Dublin packet, 
signilies either to run away from him openly, and elude his at- 
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Icnipts lo overtake yon, or to give him ibu aliji in tlic slrccls, 
or tJjcwherc, unpcrceiTed, couiraoiily done lo e>ca|ie frbto 
an officer who lias you in custody, or lo /nm up a^ftai nf* 
any kitii), wikom yon Lave a v\>h In get riit of. 

DoimLE Jt'GG. A m;in's backside. Cotton's I'lrgU. 

DoonLe Slangs. Double irons. Cant. 

DovGLAS Roby DnnaliH, with one tyc apil a stinkmg 
lirpath; the breech, firau'it. 

DovE-TAii,. A species of regular answer, wliic-h fib into 
tiic subject, like the contrivance whence it tnki-) bi imme: 
fx. Who owD! thin T The dove-tail k. Nul you by yoor 

DowOY. A coarse, vnlcnr-Wking woman. 

Down. Awnrc of n Ibing. Knowing it. Then htunhwn. 

. A cant ]>hr!i9e used by house- breakers to si^iify tlinl tbe 
jiersuni l)elou»in!{ '.n Hny house are not oil t!ic!r gutnt, 
or that lliey are fii»l asleej), and kave im>1 heard any nwse 
til alnrm Iheta. 

Down. Sumetiines aynanymous nith awake, at, wh«n the 
narly you are abuut In rob sees or 8Us|>ect^ your ialcntraii. 
It is then baid that the cow: U doicn, A dou-n n a sns- 
piciuu, alami, or discovery, which, taking place, obliges 
yourself and path to give up or desist from the bnsiness or 
riepredation you were engaged in ; to put a tlaunt U/Mtt s 
man, is to ^ve information nf any robbery or fraud he i^ 
abuut In perpetrate, »o as la cause bis fiiilute or deteotjun i 
to drop down to a person is to discover or be anare of bit 
chnrarter or designs ; to put a gierstui down to any thing, b 
l« apprise htm of, elucidate, or explain, it to him ; to pml n 
wrll down, signifie<i lo ahrm or put a genllemun on Iric 
puard when in the attempt to pick his pocket, yuu fiiil la 
effect it at once, and, by having touched him a Ulll« loo 
roughly, yuu cause him to suspect your design, and to hm; 
precautions accordingly ; or, perhaps, in the act of touiid- 
ing him, liy bein^ too precipitate or incautious, his ans- 
picioQS may have been encited, and it is then said thai yon 
have put hint down, put hitn^^, or apalhd hioi. Stt SvalL 
IT. To drop dowm upon yourstlf, is lo beeinne meiancholy, 
or f«l symptoms nf remorse or compunction, on bciog com- 
mitted to jail, cast for death, &c. To aiuli under mis- 
fortunes of any kiud. A la.M who gives vtay lu llii» weak- 
nesi, is sakl to be doton upon himulf. 

Dowv AS A IIammkr, Down as k TsiPfsT. Theae are 
mcrrty emphalical phraacv, used ont of Jiath, lo signi^ 
being (ivifn, Uurf/,fiff. vt awakt, to any i/iu Iter, uicjuiing, ' 

Down Hills. Dice tluit ruu low. 

Dow». To lake down : as, Dowac Ihv pcudanl. Dowm 
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your dog vane ; tak« llic cotkadc oul of joiir lial. Dowse 

tlie ^liai : put out the candle. 
Dowse on the Chops. A blew iu tlie faee. I 

IDowsER. Vulgar pruDuncialion of douceur. ' 

Doxies. Siic beggars, wenches, wlmres. 
Drag. a cart. The drag is tbc gamr of robbing carU, 

WBjp;gons, or carriages, eitber in town or country, of IrunkB, 

bale-goods, oranyolber jiropert^. Done i^t a drag, »ig- 

Knitiea convicted for a robbery of llie berure-uientiotied nature. 
pRAO-CovK. Tbe driver of h cart, 
■SBAGaLETAiL, or Dacgletail. One whose K^ftQ^nt^ '"■<^ 
bespattered wilb dag or ilcw ; generally applied to the 

ifemute sex, to ^.ignify a slattern. 
Drag Lay. Waiting in the streets to rob carts or waggons. 
Dbacsman. a tliief ulio follows tlie game of dragging. 
•DaAls. Gin : so called from the diuretic qualities impaled 

to that liquor. 
Dbakbd. a thief forced into h pond by a mob, «s a sum- 

mary mode of punishmeDl, is termed being draktd, or 

ducked. Cant. 
Dram. A glass or small measure of any iipirituous litjuors, 
' which, being originally sold by Hpolhecariei, were esltmit- 

led by drams ounces, ^c. Do^s dram; to spit in hU 

Dinutb, and clap his back. I 

Dham-a-Tick. a dram served upon credit. 
DBA p. A na^ly sluttish wfaore. 

.Draper. An ale draper; an alehouse keeper. 1 

jJ>HAi;oHT, or Bill, on the Pump at Aliigatb. A bad 

or falae bill of exchange. See Aldgate. 
'Draw. Stealing from any person his pocket-book, or hiiiid- 

kerchief, i» termed, among the flash coves, drawing him of 

his reader, 4c. also, to obtain] money or goods of n man 

by B plausible story, is called draining him of it. 
> Drawers. Stockings. Cant. 
Drawing the Cork. To give a man a bloody nose : i.e. I ' 

have drawn htsccir^. Pugilislie canl, 
Drawi.su the King's PicTtiRE, Coining. Can/. 
Draw Latches. Robbers of houses, the doura uf which aro 

oDly fastened with blehes. I 

Dreki. To beat, I'll dress hrs bide nextW; I'll beat hivi I 

•oundly. 
Dribble. A method of pnuriug out, as it were, the dice 

from the box, gently, by which nn old itraclilioncr is 

enabled to cog one of them with his fore-finger. 
Drifplr, A gleet. 

Driz. a card of lace, beloitgiug to haberdnsheri. i'ant. , 

Dromroaht. a heavy, bungling thief or rogue. A purple , 

dromeilary ; a bungler iu theart aud mystery of Ihievittg. Cant, , 
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Dbommbrars, .iiVe Dommbbek. .' 

Drop. The new drop ; a coDlrivance for ex^cutiog feloai il 
Newgnle, by oieanK of a ptalfotm, wliicb drupb from un- 
der them : this is, also, called the last drop. Ste Lbaf and 
Morning Drop. 
Dbop. The ^amf of ring-dropping is called Ike drop. 
I Dbop. To give or present a person with moaey, as, he dropped 
me a quid, he gave me a guinea. A kid who delivers bi» 
bnndle to a sharper without hesitation, or a shopkeeper who 
is easily duped of hia goods by means of a forged order or 
false pretence, is said lu drop the swag in goad twig, 
meaning, to purt with it freely. 
Ht)Rop A Cog. To kl fall, with design, a |)iece of goliJ «r 
»iKer, iit order to draw in aitd chtat Ihe person who evca it 
picked up; Ihe piece so dropped is cdlled a dro]>l eo^. 
lytokop A Wmid. To let fall a word, either iaadverlently or 
, designedly. 

I DSop CovBS. Persons who practise the fraud of dropping 
a ring or other article, and picking it up before Ihe person 
intended to be defmuded, they pretend that the thing ii 
very valuable to induce their gull to lend Iheni money, or 
lo purchase the article. Set Fawny Kig and Momby 
Dhoppkrs. 
' Dbop down. To be dispirited. This expreitsiou is used by 
thieves lo signify thiil their companion did not die gxme; 
as, the kiddy dropped down when be went lu be Iwisted; 
the young fellow was very low spirited when he walked out 
to be haoged. 
Drop in the Eye. Almost drunk. 
Dbop one's Leaf, To die; very poetic, obviously allusive 

to the falling of Ihe leaves in autumn. 
Drub. To beat any one with a stick, or rope's end ; perliaps 
a contraction of dry rub. It is also used to signify a good 
healing with any instrument. 
DRtMMBR. A jockey term for a horse that throws about Iiis 
fore-le^s irregularly : the idea is taken from a kettle drum- 
mer, who, io beating, makes many flourishes with hia 
drumsticks. 
Drcumond. Any scheme or project considered to be ill* 
fallible, or any event which is deemed inevitably certain, i* 
declared to be a Drtimmond ; meaning, it is as sure as the 
credit of that respectable banking-house, Drnmmond and Co. 
Drunk. Drunk us a whecl-barrow. Drunk as David's sow. 

See David's Sow. 
Dbury-Lane Ague. The venereal disorder. 
Dbury-Lane Vestal. A womauof the town, or prostitute ; 
Drury-laue aud its euvlronss beiu|j the residence of many of 
those ladies. 



DUE 

Drv Bob. A smurt niparLce ; also, capulaliua without cmis- 
sion; in law Liitia, riccui robrrtului. 

.Dry Boots. A i\y humorous fellow. 

.J)UB. A picklock, or master- key. Cant. 

Dt;B AT A KNAPPtNO-JiGGBR. A tumpike-inan. Cant. 

DtiBUEK. A picker or locks. Cant, 

J>va Cove. A Inmkey. Cittir. 

Dt'B Lay. Robbing houses by picking the locks. 

■JOVB o" TH' Hick, A lick on the head. 

,Ddb thk Jigger. Open the door. Cant. 

pucE. Two-pence. 

Duchess. A woman enjoyed with her pattens on, or by it 

. man in boots, is said to be made a duchess. 

Duck, A lame duck ; an Exchange-alley phrase for a stock- 
jobber, who either cannot or will not pay his losses, or 
differences, in which case he is said to waddle out of the 
AUty, as be cannot appear there again till his debts are 
settled and paid ; should he attempt it, he would be hustled 
out by the fraternity. 

Duck Legs. Short Ic^, 

Docks and Drakes. To make ducks and drakes; a school- 
boy's amusement, practised with pieces of tile, oyster-shells, 
or flattish stones, which, behig skimmed along the surface of 
a pond, or still river, rebound many times. To make ducks 
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and drakes of one's money ; to throw it idly away. 
: a but' 



DuDDSRiNG Rake. A thuuderiag rake ; a buck of the first 
bead, one extremely lewd. 

DvQDKRS, or Whispering Dudders. Cheats who travel 
(he country, pretending to sell smuggled goods : ihey accost 
their intended dupes in a whisper. Tliegomis they have fur 

, sale are old shop-keepers, or damaged ; purchased by them 
of large manufacturers. ^mDuffer. 

Dudgeon. Anger. 

Duos. Clothes. 

Dobs. This term is sometimes used to express money, where 
any certain sum or payment is spoken of; a man asking for 
woney due to him for any service done, or a blowen requir- 
ing her previous compliiiient from a family-man, would say. 
Come, Ij^ UB Ihedura, So a thief, requiring his share of 
booty from his pafU, will desire them to bring the duet to 
light. 

Does. This word is often introduced by the lovers of ^lA 
on many occasions, but merely out of fancy, and can only 
be understood from the context of their discourse; like 
many other cant terms, it is not easily explained on paper; 
for example, speaking of a man likely to go to jail, one wilt 
»y, there will be guodding diits concerned ; of a man likely 
to be executed, there will be lopping dtieii ; if any tiling is 
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ulluilcii lo tlial will require a fee or bribe, llierv must be 
lipping duet, or palming duet concerned, &t:. 

DUFFKRS. Clicals who ply iri different parts of the twWd, 
bikI jireteiid to iJeal in smuggled goods, stopping ull conntn 
people, or audi as [hey tbink Iliey can impone on ; uliidk 
they frrquenlly do, by salting them Spltal-fields good* tt 
double their current price. 

Duos. A woman's breasts. ' 

DUKR HuMPttltEY. To dtue with Duke Humphrey ; tofa»t 
In old St. Paul's church waa an aisle called Duke Hum- 
phrey's walk, (from a tomb vulgarly culled bis, but in reBUt<r 
betonginf to John of Gaunt.) nod persons who walked 
there, wbilc others Here at dinner, were said lo dine witli 
Duke Hnmphrey. 

Duke of Limbs. A tall, awkward, ill-tnade, fellow. 

Duke, orRtH Di'ke, A queer unaccountable fellow. 

Dull Swrrr. A stupid sluggish fellow, one luug going on 
an errand. 

Dumb Arm. A lame arm. 

DUMB-FOUNDBD. Silenced: also, soundly benten. 

Dumb Glctton. The monosyllable. 

DuMn Watch. A bubo in the groin. 

DUMMBE. A puckel book. A dnmmee-buiitcr: a pick- 
pocket, ivho hirks about to steal pocket-booka out of gei?lle- 
Di en's pockets. Frisk the dummee of the screens ; t^e all 
Ibe- bank-notes out of the pocket-book: dii>g the dommee, 
and boll, Ihey sing out beef; throw away the pocket-book, 
and run off, as Ihey call out " stop thief." 

DuMMtB. A wooden man. A fool. 

DcMpLiN. A short thick man or woman. Norfolk dumpHn ; 
a jeering ap|>ellation of a Norfolk man, dumplias being a 
favourite kind of food in that county. 

Dumps. Down in tbe dumps; low-spirited, tn e lane holy ; 
jocularly said to be derived from Dumpus, a king of Egypt, 
wbo died of melancholy. Dumps are also smalt pieces of 
lead, cast by scboolfaoys in the shape of money. 

Dun. An importunate creditor, Dunny, in the provincial 
dialect of several counties, signities deaf; to dun, then, per- 
haps, may mean to deafen wilh miporltinate demands : some 
derive it from the word doomtz, which signifies |^'if. But 
tbe true original meaning of the word owes its birlk to one 
Joe Dun, a famous bailifT of the town of Lincoln, ao c>* 
Ireoiely active, and so dexterous iii his bnsinesH, that it 
became a proverb, when a man refused lu pay. Why do not 
you Ihtn bim ? that is. Why dn not you lel Dun lo mmt 
himl Hence it became a cant word, and is now as old ai 
^ince ll>c days of ficnry VH. Duif was also the gcDenl 
name for tbe bangman, before that of Jack Kelch. 



Aiiil. ric > cat coutJ Uck Iwi au, 
Had llril ?I up nilh nt inucb StI 
Aj dun hinutif could du fut'i lintt." 

OiUuii'. Kirgil TVuu. 

bUNAGAN. A privy. Ctinl. 
!QvKAQAii Dr&g, a tijgbtman's carl. Cant. 
puNAKBR. A ilealer of cows and caheB. 
DuNKGAN". A privy, a watcrcloset. 

Ddnghili.. a cuward ; a cockpit plirii«e, ull but gamecoiks 
b«ing Klilcil (luiisfaill^. To (lie <lung)iill ; to rvpent or show 
■HIT signxof i2un|rilion at llie giilluws. Moving duii>:hill ; a 
dirty, lillhy man or wuumn. Dimg, an abbreviation of 
riDngbill, also, nieans n jouniej luan tailor wbo submits to the 
Ian for regulatii^ joufDryrnen tailors' wajEPs, therefore 
deemed, by the lliols, a coward. See Flints, 
DuNNocK. A cow. Cant, 

i)i)N TsBRiTORY. Cirtlc of creditory to be bad. 0.i/. 
Vnh, cant. 
- Dup. To open a door, a contraction of do 9pt or opin. Scr 
Dud. 
i>UftHAM Man. Knocker kneed, lie grioda mustard with lib 

kuees : Uurhum ib fiinious for its mustard. 
jppST. Money. Down with yoar dust ; de|)osit the monej. 
To ruise or kick up a dust, to make a diittirbaacc or not. 
Set Breezk. Dust it uwny ; driuk about. 
Dustman. To let tbi- dustman get holil of yuu ; to fall asleep. 

Cant. 
'Dutch Comfort. Tbauk God it is no worse. 
Dqtcu Conchbt, Wbere every one plays or sings a difTcreat 

tune. 
DVTCS Fbast. Wbere the entertainer gets drunk l>efore 

liis guest. 
DOTCH Beckoning, or Alle-Mal. A verbal or lump ac- 
count, willioiit particulars, as btouglit at spun gin g-bouses or 
Cyprian lodgings. 
Dynasty of Vbmjs. Indiscriminutc love and Misguided 
atreetiori. Oxf. Univ. lant. 



EARNEST. A deposit, in piirt of paymtiil, lo bind ii bargain. 

E&BTH Bath, a grave. 

EaB-wIi^ging. a !.i)Eikc in the grass ; a fellow fond of telUng 

talcs about those persons be may Iw employed with. A 

whisperer. 
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East. Muke tlie cull easy or quiet ; gag or kill him. As easy 
as pissing tliebed. 

Easy Virtue, A lady of easy virtue, an impure, or prostitute. 

Eat. To eal like a beggar aiau, and wag lii* under jaw; a 
jocular reproach to a proud man. To eat one's words ; to 
retract what one has said. 

Edge. To excite, stimulate, or provoke, or, as it is vulgarly 
called, to e^ a man on. Fail back, fall edge, i. e. let 
what will happen. Some derive to eg^ on from the Lathi 
word age, age. 

EiobtEyes, I will knock out two of your eight eyet; a 
common Billingsgate Ihreat from one ti^h nymph to another: 
every woman, according lo the naturalists of that society, 
having eight eyes : — viz. Iwo seeing eyes, two bub-eyes, a 
bell-eje, two pope's eyes, and a • " "-eye. He has fallen 
down ; and trod upon his eye ; said of one who has a black 

Elbow Grease. Labour. Elbow grease vrill make an oak 

table shine. 
Elbow Room. Sufficient space to act in. Out at elbows; 

said of an estate that is mortgaged. 
Eldow Scraper. A fiddler. Sea term. 
Elbow Shaker. A gamester; one wbo rattles Saint Hugh') 

bones, i. e. the dice. 
Elephant and Castle. In the slang language, this sign rs 

denominated the Pig and Tinder-box. 
Emperor. Drunk as an emperor ; i. e. ten times asdrank as 

» lord. 
' Ensign Bearer. A drunken man, who looks red in the face, 

or hoists his colours in his drink. 
EiJtiiPT. Kich ; also, having new clothes. Well equipt; full 

of money, or well dressed. The cnll equipped me wilb a 

brace of meggs ; the gentleman furnished me with a couple 

of guineas. 
Essex Lion. A calf, Essex being famous for calves, and 

chiefly supplying the Loudon markets. 
Essex Stile. A ditch. A great part of Essex is low marshy 

ground, in which there are more ditches than sliles. 
Eternity Box. A coffin. 
Eves. Hen-roosts. 
Eve's Custom Hocsk, where Adam made his/rs( intri/. The 

monosyllable. 
Eves Dropper. One that lurks about to rob heu-roosls; 

also, a listener at doors and windows, to hear private 

conversalioa. 
Evil. A halter. Cant. Also, a wife, an admirable synoayme. 
EWB. A white ewe ; a beautiful woman. Au old ewe arest 

lamb fasbioD ; an old woman drest like a young girl. 
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Execution Day. Washing cldy. 

Expended. Killed : allading lo the gunner's icconnti, 

wherein the articles consumed are charged under the title of 

expended. Sea pkrate. 
Eye, Ii'b all my eje and Betly Martin ; it's all nonseuie, all 

mere stuff. 
£vE-SoRE. A disagreeable object. It will be au eye-sore as 

long as she lives, said by a man whose wife was cut for a 

iiatula in aao. 
Eyb-Watbr. Gin. Cant. 



FACE-MAKING. Begetting cliildren. To face it out; lo 
persist in a falsity. No face but his own; a sayin;; of one 
who has no money in his pocket, or no court-cards in his 
hand. 

Facbr. a bumper ; a glass filled so full as to leave do room 
for the lip : also, a violent blow on the face. 

Fadob. It won! iadge : it won't do. A farthing. 

Fao. To beat. Fag the bloss ; heat the wench. Cant. A 
fag also means a boy of »n inferior form, or class, who acts 
ai a servant to one of a superior, who is said to fag him ; he 
is my fag: — whence, perhaps, fagged out, for jaded or tired. 
To stand a good fag; not to be soon tired, 

Fagoer. A little boy put in at a window to rob a house. 

Faggot. A man hired at a muster to appear as a soldier. 
To faggot, in the canting sense, means lo bind : an allusion 
lo the faggots made up by the woodmen, wliich are all 
bound. Faggot the culls ; bind the men. 

Fair. A set of subterraneous rooms in the Fleet prison. 

FAiTUFTiL. One of the faithful; a tailor who gives long 
credit. His faith hath made htm unwhole; i. c. trusting too 
much broke him. 

Fare. A word so variously used, that we can only illustrate it 
by a few examples. To/alee any person or place may signify 
■ to rob them ; to Jake a person may also imply to shoot, 
wound, or cut; la Jake a man out and out is to kill him; a 
■nan who inflicts wounds upon, or otherwise disfigures, him- 
self, for any sinister purpose, is said to lave/aked himaelf; 
it' a man's shoe happens to pinch or gall his foot, from itt 
being overtight, he will complain that his ahoe/akts his foot 
sadly ; it also describes tlie doing any act, or the fabricating 
any thing, as, Xo/ake your slangs is (o cut your irons in 
order lo escape from custody ; lo fake your pirn is to create 
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u sore leiE, aa if acciilcniully, willi an Ji\c, Sic. in liopr» In 
olrtuiii a disL'liarge fruRi tbe army or iiavy, to ^ot inki llif 
(loclor's lisl, Arc; \a/akt a screivr h \n vtHe yn\ letter or 
oilier (lapur; lo fake a screw h to sliape oul u skctetfHit or 
fuUe key, for the purpose of terewhig a particular pIvM i 
to/aie a cli/ is to pick a pocket, &c. Arc. Are. 

Pake awav, there's no Down. An ialimation from a tbwf 
la his patl, during the commission of a rohbery or other set : 
nieaaiiig, a;o on with your operations, there h no sign of wty 
alarai or detection, 

Fakeman-charlet, Fakement. Ai to fake iigoi&es to do 
anyaet, or make anything, so the fakement means the »ct 
or thing alluded to, and on which your discourse lumn: 
consequently, any stranger, unacquainted with yonr sulijecl, 
will nut comprehend what is meant by tkejakement : for in- 
stance, having recently been concerned with another in toAi 
robbery, and immediately separated, tlie latter taking the 
booty with him, on your next meeting, you will inquire, 
what he has dune with the fakement? meaning the utkle 
stolen, whether it was a pocket-hook, piece of linen, « 
what not. Speaking of any stolen property, which ba> a 
private mark, one will say, there is a fakeviaa-ckarlnf on'Aj 
a forgery, which is well executed, is suid to bo a prime 
fakement; in a word, any thing is liable to be termed a 
fakement, or a fakeman-charlet/, provided the person you 
address knows to what you allude. 

Fakement. \ irouuterteit signature. A forgery. Tell the 
macers to mind their fakements; desire the swiudlera t» \it 
careiul not to forge another's signature. 

Fallalls. Oraamculs, chiefly women's, such as ribntMli, 
necklaces, d-c. , 

Famgrasp. To nhake hands: liLjuratively, to agree or tmike 
up a diSercnce. Fnmgrasp the cove : shake hands witb tfi« 
fellow. Canl. 

Family. Thieves, and others who live upon the crow, are de- 
nominated " Ihefamili/'' 

Family Man or Woman. Belonging to ihe family; LcrM 
or she arc family people. 

Family of Love. Lewd women ; also, a religious lech 

Fam Lay. Goit;g into a goldsmith's shop, under prelewee of 
buying a wedding-ring, aud palining one or two, by dsubii^ 
the hand with some viscous matter. 

Fahs, or Fambles. Hands. Fauiblc-cheats ; rings or gloves. 
Cant. 

Fan. To beat any one. I farmed him sweetly; 1 Iwithim 
heartily. 

Fancifcl Forms of Bbttinc Vnrioiw. £r. j 
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College lit B s^ntr^-box: Rhodcs'a Carm to a mitlt-walk : 
BurtingI on -arcade to a tmock-sfao)* : Pompey'it piilur In a 
stick of -leuling'Wax ; Waterloo- bridge (o a deal piunk, 
Ac. 

Fancy. One of the Fancy means a gporling character, tinit 
is eillier alluclied to gtigeons, dog-fighlin;!, boxing, Ac. 
also, any article universullj' admired for ils beauly, or wUicli 
tile owner sets psrlicular store by, is termed afanei/ article. 
As a. fancy clmtt is a favourite Iiandkercliief, &c. : >o, a 
woman, who is the particular favourite of any man. it tend- 
ed his/anrjT ifonKfn. and vice etna. 

Fancy Man. Or, in other wordi, a petticoat pensionei; il 
fellow kept by a prostitute. Cant. 

Fancy Pieces. Women nf pleasure, doxies, &c. 

Fantastically dbessed, with more rag:> than ribands. 

Fart. He has let a brewer's fart, grains and all, said of ona 
wlio has bewrayed his breeches. 

" Piu and Un, 



1 dare not trust my a-sc with a fart, said by a persoit 
troubled with a looseness. 

Fart Catcher. A valet or foolmaii, from \th walking behbd 
bis master or mistress. 

Farting Crackers. Breeches. 
I Fastner. a warrant. 
I Fastnesses. Bogs. 

Fat All tlie fat is in the fire, tliat n, it is all over with us ; 
a saying used in case Of any miscarriage or disappointment in 
an undertaking : an allusion to overturning Ihc frying-)Hiii 
into the lire. Fat, among printers, means void spaces, a 
good job. A/al work, little to do aiid well paid for il. 

Pat as a Hen in the Forbhead. A saying of u meagre 
person. 

Fat Cull. A rich fellow. 

Fat headbd. Stupid. 

Faulkner. A tumbler. Juggler, or shower of tricks; per- 
haps, because tbey lure the people, as a falconer does his 
bawks- Cant. 

Fawney. A ring. 
"FawneyRig. a common fraud, thus practised: — a fellow 
drops a brass ring, double gill, which he picks up before 
the party meant to be cheated, and to whom he disposes 
of it for leas than its supported, and ten times more than ill 
■ real, value. Ste Money Droppeb. 

PaytORS, or FaTORS. Fortune-tellers. 



FEU 

Feaoue. To league a horse ; to put ginger up a horse's fuo- 
flament, and, formerly, as it is said, a live eel, lo uake bim 
lively, and carry his tail well. It is said, a forfeit » in- 
curred by any horse-dealer's servant, who shall show a horse, 
without lirEt feaguing him. Fcague is used, figuratively, 
for encouraging or spiriting one up. 

Peak. The fundament. 

Feather-bed Lane. A rough or stony lane. 

Frather one's Nest. To enrich one's self. 

Feeder. A spoon. To nab the feeder; to steal a spoon. 

Feet. To make feet for children's stockings, to beget chil- 



i ofiiccT of feet; 
infantry. 
Feint. A sham attack on ont 

Fellow Commoner. A 
versily of Cambridge, 
general, considered a 



:ular title for an oDicer of 



part. 



when a real o 



s meant 



empty bottle; so called at the uni- 
erc fellow commoners are not, in 
r full of learning. At Oxford, an 
empty boltlc is called a gentleman commoner for the same 
reasoa. They pay at Cambridge £250 a year for the priH- 
lege of wearing a gold or silver tassel to their caps. The 
youDgei' branches of the nobility have the privilege of wear- 
ing a bat, and from thence are denominated Hat FbLLOW 
Cum M ONERS. 

Fbn. a bawd, or common prostitute. Cant. 

Fence. To pawn or sell to a receiver of stolen goods. .The 
kiddey fenced his thimble for three quids: the young fellow 
pawned hb watch for three guineas. To fence invariably 
meaus tu pawn or sell goods to a receiver. 
i FsMCiNO Kek. The magazine or warehouse where stolen 
goods are secreted. 

Feehe. A hole. Cant. 

Fermekdv Bbggaks. All thosewliobave not the sham *om, ' 
or clymes. 

Fbreaba. Andrea Ferrara, the name of a famous swoH- 
cutler; must of the Highland broad-swords are marked with 
his name: whence an Andrea Ferrara has become the com- ' 
mon name fur the glaymore, or Highland broad-sword. &e 
Glavmore. 

Ferret. A tradesman who sells goods lo young nnthrift 
heirs, at excessive rates, and then continually duns them tot 
the debt. To ferret, to search out or expel any one from hi* 
hiding-place, an a ferret drives out rabbits ; also, to cheat. 
Ferret-eyed, red-eyed : ferrets have reil eyes. 

Fetch. A trick, wheedle, or invention to deceive. 

FevteRer. a dog-keeper ; from the French eaulrier, or 
uauttritr, one that leads a lime hound for the chase. 
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» <jiiarroii in tlie ruin|>ail, Uit lli« 
! k'llovr in llie hjghnu)', fnr the 



StB, To bful. I'll) liip 

lour in his bung: bful tlie 
BjwoDeyiii hi* {VUrH, Cant. A fib i^ alao a \'uiy Me. 
hBBUKG. In bruising, tiguifies the getting an adversiiry'i hear! 
«i)Rnder Ihc arm and puiicliing it. Randall i* roorefclr- 
k bfaW for Ibe dcxleril; uilii which he Ddiiiini&ter<i a fibbing 
p than any ia the prize-ring, tilher hand licing eqnall.v eff«- 

live, !i8 ill Hie cme of Wot Counir} Dick, whom, after Iliv- 
t .ing/&6rrf, till he >va» lired, wilh Hie right hand, lieflnngni) 
(ijtbi' rifihl ami, holding Inm all tlie lime with hi» fctt off Ikr 
^^ound, and rendered Lim, in a few Mitands, » perfect 
» 'spectacle. Indeed, whoever llic opponent is (hat is unfor- 
Jllunale enough to have a fibbing aduiiui^teted by Ihr Konpa 
» :reH, he speedily realizes the poel's lines : 

" llrsils llmu^li thick, ocie tuiide 
!•• Hut to lie jinnr-h'il or ^rclirti." 

■^ ri'le JT™iu(C. Scrap /?->«* 

PtBBINC GtoAK. A pugilist. Cant. 

hcE, or FovsE. A xmall windy escape backwards, more nb- 
**tiou» lo llie nose lliau ear», frequently, by old tadin, 
.charged on Ihcir lap-dugs. Sff FlZZLB. 
Ro OP Tobacco. A quid, from the small pieces of tow 
' tvhli whieh the vent or ttmeh-hvle of a ennnon is stopped, 
T^M term. 

biiDLB Faddle. Trifling discourse, nonsense. A mere 
[( 'tiSdle fuddle fclluw ; a trifler. 

nODLr.ii.s Money. All sixiienees; sixpence being the amil 
*-' sum paid by each couple fur music at country wakes and 
~ bops. Fiddlers fare; meat, drink, and money. Fiddlers 

piy ; Ihanks and wine. 
NOBLSSTtCK. A spring shw. Scotch cant. 

rODLBSTlCK's End. Nothing: Hif end of the ancient fiddle- 

Wticks ending in n point : hence inelaphuticitlly used to ex- 

pTe»s a thing lerminatiDg in nolhtng. 
^fDOETS. He has got Hie Hdgels; said of one that cannot sit 
' long in a place. 

IIDlah Ben. (ieneial (hicvcs; called also St. I'cler's toti^. 
^ having every finger a fiih-hook. Cant. 
IlKhO Lane DvcK. A baked sheep'» head. 
IBI-DsofTk.mptation. The attractions held onl lo young 

men at the univertily. Oxf. c&tit. 
tlEBi FACIAS. A rciifuced man i« sniil to have been seifed 

with B writ of fieri facias. 
PlODBAN. To kill. 
PtCOER. A Itltte boy pul in at a window (o hand out gavds 

^1 the di»er. Sre DiVKR. 
'iCfliNG Law. The art nf picking pockets. C/mt. 



FMimit. A bit of flmh for '• Wh»f» to [»y !" i. e. " Wh*'^ 
ihc figure ?* 

Figure Dancbk, One who alters 6gsrc» ontMnk-Moln, cm-] 
verltng tens to hundredi. I 

Fll.CH, or FiLBt.. A bet^gat'i staff, nith an irim hook at them 
end, to pinch dollies froia a hedge, or any Itling out ttf >] 
cnseioeol. Filelier, the aanie n<i anf>ler. PlleKinge 
man thief. Fuelling mor! ; a woniau thief, 

FiLK. Pile Clot, or BuNGNippER, A pickpocket. ToBe^ 
to roI> or cheat. The file, or biii»guif>|>er, f;o«« gtaeMltr iai 
carapnny with two assistants, the Adam Tiler aud iwDOcrJ 
Mlled lh« bulk or hulker, whnte busiuesn it t!i loj<i«tIe tbtl 
person Ihey intend to rob, and puih him ai[aiu«l tbc ««ll»] 
while (hu file picks hi$ ]iflcke(, and giwa the booty lo llw 
Adam Tiler, who scours of)' with it. Cnnl. HalutlfpaSm 
a person who has bad a long course of experience in \St ub 
Af-fniud, SOBS to have becoaie nn adept, U tcratnl as nW 
Jtle upon the town ; so it is usual to say of n man wba ii 
extremely cuiining, and not to be overreacbod, UwL 1m i| f 
dtepjiU. I 

Fin. An arm. A one-fioned man, a fi^llow wbo luu bai^tWv 
arm. Seo pkrate. 

FiKS. Fine as fire-pence. Fine m a cow>t — d stuck i 
primioies. 

Fi%E. A man imprisoned fur any offence. A line of <%bl}r^ 
four months; a trausjiortalion for seven years. 

FiNOEH IN F.YE. To put finger in eye, to weuji 

applied to women. The more you cry the lcs» youll p-n 
eunsolalory apcecb used by Milors to Iheir doxi«», Itli 
^real a pitv to see a woman cry ns lo see u goose woIIe I 
fool, another iif ihe same kind. 

FlNGBR-PosT. A parson ; so called, becauM' he f 

way to others tvhicb he never ({oes himself. Lika Ibv fioiet^ 
post, he iwiuls nut ■ way he has never been, aod, pnbiHV. 
will never go, i, e. the way to heaven. 

Finoir-Smiths. Thieves.' Midwive*. Cant. 

Finish. The finish, a small coffee-house (iu mrenl refiatolo i 
sec a- hit of life, in 1788) iu Cuvent Gardca matkalj up- I 
pohile Rushcll-slreri. opened very ttarly In Ihe mnrtum, aad I 
therefore resorUd lo by delKiuchee* shut out of m^ry ftk* | 
bouse. 

FiPENNY. A clasp-knife. C«n(. 

'FisB A Slug. To drink » dram. 

FiRn Pbiggers, Villains who rob »t fire*, under | 
of assisting in removing the goods. 

FiRK Ship. A wench who has the venereal disease. 

Fire Shovel. He or she. when young, was fbd MUltsfiK* | 
shovel : a sayinff of penons with ivide ntoylhi. 



'Ititrodii«fng a ito^y by head nrxl isfioiil^^ri, 
A man, wanting to tell a particular ilor}-, saiil to the €ani- 
" pany, " Tlurk i diri you not hear a gun t— but now we are 
talking of a gun, 1 will tell you (be story of one." 
FiEH. A sranmn. A iualy fish; a rougb, blunt tar. To i 
have other fish to fry ; to linvi; otber matters lo mind,' 
IbinR ets« Id do. 
Fit. - ■ ■ - 



. .Suitable. It won't (it ; it will not suit or dn. 
'Fives-Court. A place distinguished (in addition to the game I 
ofjivejt) fur sparring malcbes betneen the piigiliils. The 
combaliirils belonging to the pri^e-ring exhibit the art of self- 
defence at the Fives-Court »ilh tlie f-lovts i and it ii fre- 
4]ueutly at this Court where public challenges are given and 
accfptert by the boxers. The most refined and fastidioui 
person may attend these exhibitions of sparring with pleasure ; 
B9 they are conducted with all the neatness, elegance, a 
science, uf fkncing. Admission, 3s. each person. It 
situated iu SI, Martin's Street, LeicesUr-fields. 

* FiVR Shillings. Tlie sign of five shillings : i. e. the crowu. ] 

Fifteen shillings ; the sign of the tliree crowns. 

" FizzLB. An escape bacliward. 

Flabagaste[>. Confounded. 

''Flabbv. Relaxed, flaccid; not firm or solid. 

f LAG. A groat. Cant. The flag of defi.iuce, or Woody ] 

is out, signifying, the man is drunk, and alluding to I 

>■■■; redness of his (ace. Sea pkraie. I 

Tt.AM, A lie or sham »(Dry : also, a single stroke on a drum. I 

To flam; lo liunj, lo amuse, lo deceive. Fliinfluoia; idle | 

' Flap Dbagon. A clap or pon. 
Flabs. Toblate, shine, ur glare. ' . ■ 

Flash. Knowing. Und«r»(iinding another's tneaning. 'The I 
t well mis flash, so I could not druw his fogle; IbC gen- 
tlenuui saw what I was about, and Iherefoie I cDnld not j 
{tick bis pocket of bis silk handkerchief. To putter flasLi ; to ] 
speak the slang language. See PattBR. I 

* Flash. A periwig. kum flnsb ; a Hue long wig. Queer I 
** flub: a nuserablf, wealhe r-beatsB caxon. 

* Flash. To show oatentatiuusly. To fluli oiie't ivory; t* 
laugh and show one's teeth. Dun't flash your ivory, l>ul 
abut your potalu-trap, and keep your guts warui ; the devil 
loves hot tripes. 






Tt> cut a daJi; to appear a knowing person: to ittjly, I 
ibatM, lit avake ; one not to be had. 
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I ^LASH CovB or Covuss. The ma>ter or luislrMs of llii: liotisr. 
fc--^ Cant. 

a Chaumt. a song inlcrlai'ded with flasli. 
JfLASH Kkn. a house tbnt harUouM thievus, 
K^LASU Lingo. The canting or ulung lunguage. 
^ASH Man. a (atoviHeaiJamj/ man; bul this term is ge- 
nerally applied to tliuse dissulute clmracten utM)n tlie towu, 
whu suliiiist iijiuu Ihe liberality of uiifortunute wumei), 9Ujd 
' uho, in return, nte generally at hand, dnring llj<^ir nvclttniBl 
'jKranibululions, 1o protect Itient should any brawl octpr, « 
I iliould they b<3 deli-ctcd in rubbing iboso wlioni iiwy may 
'hive picked up. 
^Flash Mollisher. a Cyprian. Cant. 
[Flash of Lightning. A glass of gin. 

re It) him rnviiic Dfadii's flsitiM of liglii'-iilg." , 

ride ItarulMi ScTtf Beok. 

i. Hinnen to vvliich thieves and prostitute* 



Flash Vas 
resort. 



■ Nrit for h» h\ 
And if she' 
" hefinta* *3\ Vu i^J t 



H«>uJii> bit mulet'ilpfi' 



the ki^deg' louki abniil. 
I buy lif r Jmit.* "nd ill'" 



Flash the Hssh. To vomii. Cant. 

Flat. In a general fieui>e, any hone&t 
in opposition tu a sharp or crow cove ; \ 
it means the person you have a deti;^ 
who is termed tho^uj. or Ihe^Uj/ go\ 



(tt sguarc com, 
)ed)>aHicularly, 
r defraud. 



j'""i'- ^ '"^'' "''o *'** 
anyfoolitih or iniproilenl act is called afial: any peraon, uho 
is found to be auca»ydu|ie In the design!>of (Ae/^W/y, iitoid 
to be a primtfiat. It's a good Jlat that's never dnmn, is a 
proverb vimo\\%flaik people, meaning, that though a wan nay 



^^^^^^ ' be repeatedly duped 
^^^^^H his eyes opened to his folly. 
^^^^B^'Flat-catchinc. Simple persoiis, 
^^^^1 ' npon, who believe onv story thai 
P Flat-MOVR. Want of 'judgement. 

I Flatts. Cards. Cant. 

I Flawd. Drunk. 

I Flaybottomist. a bum-brn$ber, 

I Flav, or Flea, the Fox. To vomit 

L 



ti Ihv end, bsM 



Flea Bite, A trifling injui 
flea in hia car; to give any 



To send a 



a hearty scolding. 



? awuy with i 



1 lUb.. 
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Flbkcb. To rob, vliKUt, or pliinct<T. 

Flemish Account. A losing or bail account. 

Flesh Broker. A mutciitiiHhpr, u buwil. 

Flickek. a drinkbg gbts. Cant. 

Flickering. Grinniiie, or luoghing in a man's fitct. 

Flicking. Cutting. Flick mc somv paiiain and calfan 
me some bread and cheese. Flick the |>eter; cut off Ibc 
clouk-bag, or portmaiil«au. 
■fLiMsSTS. Bank-uotes. Cant. 

Fling. To trick or cheat. He flung me fairly out of it; he 
cheated me out of il. 

Flints. Juurnvyman tailors, who refuse to work for llie 
wage« tieltled bylaw: tho»c who jabmit are, by the mnti- 
nem, slyted duugi, i. e. duughills. 

Flip. Small brer, brandy, and sugar; lliis mixlurf, with the 
addilioQ of B lemon, was, by snilor^, formerly called Sir 
Cloudily, in memory of Sir Cloudslj Shovel, wtio used fre- 
(juently to regiile himself with it. 

Flip. To shool. Caut. 

Flipper. The hand. Sea term. 

Floating Academy, See CAMfBELLs Acauemy. 

Floating Hei.l. The hulks. 

Flog. To whip. 

Flogoer. a horsewhip. Vanf. 

Flogoing Cully. Adebilituleillecher, commotdy.tnulitoue. 

Flogging Covk, The bendle or whipper iu Bridewell. 

Flogging Stake. The whipping-post. 

Floor. To knock dt>un. Tloor the pig: hn'ick down the 
oflicer. 

Ploorbd. Knocked down. Pugilistic cant. Aho, a per- 
son drunk is said to be Jloortd, 

Flourish. To tnke a flourish; to enjoy -.i tvoinnn in u liii*ty 
maimer, to take a flyer. See Flyer. 

Floct. To jeer, ridicule. 

FlUE Fakgr. a chimney-sweep. Cant. 

Flummery, Oatmeal and wutcr boiled toujellj; also, com- 

' lilimenti, neither of which are over-nourishing. 

Flush in thb Pockbt. Full of money. The cull is flush in 
the fob ; the fellow \t full of money, 

Flubterki). Drunk. 

Flute. The recorder of a corporaliim: i> recojiitr was au 
ancient musical instrument. 

Flux. ' To cheat, cozen, or over-reach : also, to salivate. Tg 
* flux a wigi to put it np in curl, and bake it. 

Fly. Knowiug. Aei|uaiiited with another's meaning or pro- 
ceeding. The rattling cove is fly; the coi;chman knows 
wl>at we arc ubonl : also, vigilant, su'^picious, cunning, 
nal'Cttsily rubbed or duped; a sliop-keepcr or person of this 




F O O 

duc'ri|)tioii U culled a Jig coee, or a Uarj/ tovt ; on in\\ct 
'occasions Jiy U s>iiw><rin<»ii$ with ^luh or foarj, ns I'lu fig 
to jou, 1 was pul fiaih lo liim, Sec, 
Fly. a waggon. Cant. 

F^y BT Njoht. Voh gld fly by niglit ; mi sncienl t»rm of w- 
firoach to an old woman, tignilyiug that she was n witvbi 
.anil alluding lo Ibe nocturiKii excuraioitt atlribuled to witi-liea 
who u ere supposed to fly abroad lo tli«ir iiieetiiigf, muuulcil 
on brooms. 
F-LYEB. To talie n flyer; to eiljoy a woman with Iirr clotli«« 
,,ion, orwilliout goin<{ to htd. 
Sltbrs. Shoes, 

ELYrFLArPbO. Whipped in the »tock!>, or at the rarl'i tnl. 
Clving Camps. Beggars plyin" in a body ul a rniicraL 
■ j^YiNO GisoBBs. Turnpike {fates. 
, JEfiYiVG HoRSB. A lock ill wrestling, by which he wb« wea 
i it throws his advenary over bis head. 

f JiljtVlNC Pastv. Sirrevereiice wrapt id i«aper and llirowB tfver 
r a neighbonr's wall. ^ 

Flying Stationeus. [lallad-Hutfers ami hawkers i>f penaj 
,, hisloTreR, 
I FLYMasY. A Imnk-note. 
I tf LY TUB Macs. Tusaing up halTpence. Cant. 
B^OB. A cheat, trick, or contriTanee. I will not be fobbed 
I Hi. ofao; 1 will not hi^ thus deceived willt fitUe prclences. 
Tiie fol> ia alao a small brecclies pocket for iioldi»i[ a 
t,j watch. 

L Fogey. Old Fogey. A nlck-naiue fur au invalid sohtier: 

, derived from the French word Jougrux, tierce or fierif. 

Poole. A handkerchief. Cant. A blue handkerchief witli 

wliile diamond spot^i, commoftly called 4 biue biri't dt. 

Ex.gr. i 



'• .Mt Itsudkeichk'fi, of tirifi 
Hear tl>ei<' lo »<:li:hct wIh-t 
" The Hnf » tyc ftgit n 



fn gnat." 



rFooLR HuNTBB. A pickpocket. Cant. 
1 foGRAM. An old fognim ; a fusty old fellow, 
f Toous. Tobacco. Tip uie a gage of fogus; give tDC n pifie 
of tobacco. Cant. 
FooL. A fool al the end of a stick; a fool at one end nil Ifc 

maggot at the other; gibes on an angler. 
Foolish. An expression among impures, signifying the cojl^ 
who pays: in opposition to a flatli man. It lie fooUsti)0^' 
flash 1 
Foot Pads, or Low Pads, Rogues who rob on fool. ^ 
Foot Wabblkb. A cunlrmptuons uppcltuliou for tL-Cwt-tei' 
dicr, comnioidy used by the cavalry. 
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JPOOTMAN'S Mawnd. Ad artificial sore, made with un-glttkcd 
1 lime, soB)>, and tbe rust of old iron, on the baok of a beg- 

gar's hand, as if hurt by the bil<^ or kick of a hone. 
ptmry Despicablk. A footy frllow; a despicable fellow ; 
- from the French word /ou/ur. 
toBR Foot, or Paw, Give us your fore foot; give us your 

ItoREMAN OFTKE JcHY. One who eugTosses all the Inlk to 
I himself, or spciiks for the rest of the company. 
goaBST OF Debt. Payment of debts. Ox/. Unh, eant. 
roBR, A pickpoukel. Let ui fork him; let us pick his poc- 
■ ket. " Tile newest and most dexterous way, which is to 
I thrust the fingers strait, slilf, open, and very quick, Into 
f the pocket, and so closing Ihem, hook what can be held be- 
tween thera." N.B, This was taken from a book written 
IBUiy years sgu; doubtless, tbe art of picking pockets, 
like all olbers, tnust have been much improved siuce Uiat 
time. 
!'<MIKB. The two fore-fin^iers of the hand ; to put gonr forki 

dovm is to pick ■ packet. 
'oRLORN Hope. A gamester's iatt slake. 
roRTUNB HtiNTRRg, Indigent men seeking to enrich tliciu- 

■elves bv manning women of fortune. 
'obtvnk'Tbllbk, or Cunning Man, A judf^ who telb 
every prisoDer bis forluue, lot, or doom. To go before the 
fbrtuoe-tdler, lambskin man, or conjuror; to be tried «l an 
assize, .'iee Lambskin Msk. 

TBS, or Phoss. a phosphorus boUle used by crackmrn lo 
obtain a liglit. 
'OUL. To foul a plate with a man; to take dmaer wiUi hiui. 
roUL-uoiTTH RD. A butive. 
ToUNDLrMfi. A child dropped hi the Blreet, and foDnd and 

eriticaled at the parish expense. 
Pour Bells at Night. 'Ten o'clock. Sra term 
fotJSiL. The name of a public house where tlic Eccentrics 
> aisemble, in May's B)tildiugt, St. Martin's Lnne. 
Pox. A sharp cunning fellow : also, an old term for uH*«rd, 
|Ht)bably a rusly one, or else from its being stained with 
blood; tome say this name alluded to cerlarin swords of re- 
nitirkable good temper, or raelal, marked with tlie 6^re of 
a foK, probably the sign, or rebus, of the maker. 
Pox's Paw. Tbe vulgar pronunciation of tlie French wards 

/mix pas. He uiaide a confounded fox's paw. 
k'oxKD. Intoxicated. 
PoxEY. Runk, slinking. 

FoxiNo A Boot. Mendiu-j; the boot by cappinj; rt, 
FOYST. A pick-pockel, dicat, or rogue. Sir: Wottono 

• GANli. 
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FoYftT. To pick. a pocket. 

FoYSTED IN. Words or passages surreptitiously fiitcr|M>Ultd 
or iQserted into a book or writing. . . > 

Fraters. Vagabonds who beg with sham patents, or briefs^ > 
for hospitals, fires, innundations, &c. > 

Free. Free of fumbler's ball; a«saying of one who caimul 
get JiLs wife with child. 

Free AND Easy. Singing clubs in London are denominsited 
free and easy ; i. e. where persons siug any sougs they Ihiok 
proper, without any control from the chairman ; and, also« ■ 
where every individual is welcome, from the duke to the 
chimnoy-swocper, so that he contributes to the plate: ania- \ 
troduction U not required. : 

Free and Easy Johns. A society which meet at the 
the- Wall, Fleet-street, to tipple porter and sing bawdry. 

Free Booteks. Lawless robbers and plunderers; originallgr, 
soldiers who served without pay, for the privilege of plun- 
derhig the enemy. 

Freeholder. He whose wife accompanies him to the ale-lioase. 

Freeman's Quay. Free of expense. To lush at freemiia's 
quay; to drink at another's cost. 

French Cream. Diandv; so called bv the old tabbies aad 
dowagers when (Umijk in their tea. 

French Disease. The delicate diacuse, said to have b<*eii 
imported from France. French gout; the same. He suf- 
fered by a blow over the snout with a French faggot*stick ; 
i. e. he lost his nose by the pox. 

French Leave. To take French leave; to go off witboiit. 
taking leave of the company: a saying frequently applied to 
persons who have i^\ away from their creditors. 

Freshman. One Just entered u member of the university. 

Fresh Milk. Cambridge new comers to the university. 

Freshwater Bay. Alludes to freslmicn; a name conferred 
on novices in the university. Oxf. cant. 

Fribble. An eliminate fop; a name borrowed from a cele^ 
brated character of that kind, in the farce of " Miss in her 
Teens," written by Mr. Garrick. 

rRiDAY-FACR. A dismal countenance. Before, and even long 

after the Reformation, Friday was a day of abstinence, or 

jour maigre. Immediately after the restoration of king 

Charles II. a proclamation was issued, prohibiting all pnbli« 

cans from dressing any suppers on a I'riday. 

Frig Pig. A tridiug, fiddle-faddle fellow. 

Frigate. A well-rigged frigate; a well dressed wench. 

Frisk. To dance the paddington-frisk ; io be hanged. 

i'^KlSK. Used by thieves to signify searching a person whom 
they have robbed. B— t his eyes ! frisk him. To fri>k a cljr \ ' 
In pick a pocket. Cant. • '' 



BOE, or Vroe. 
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fro«, or bloss, aurl wheedle her for cmp: i 
tiess, and sooth and coax her Tor some muiifv. [hitch. 
'AOOLAndbr. a Dutchman. 
'»oos Wine (Jin. 

tlOSTY Face, Oue pitted witb tlie small pox. 
^DUMAGEMMGD. Clioaked. ilrangletf, Miffoeiited. < 

led. Cant. 

SBSEY. Plump. A tiibscy wench ; n plump, beslthy wrneh. 

JDDLE. Drnnk. 'i'liis is rum fuddle ; this i» exeeltent 

ilipple or drirjk. Fuddle; druuk. Fuddle cap i ;t drunkard. 
Bdge. Nonsense. 

^LHAMS. I.ouded dice are called lii^li and low nieu, or higli 
^d low fulliHnis, b; Ben Joiison and other writers of tiU 

time; either because thej> were luude ut Fulhiiui, nr from 

that place being the resort of sharper^. 
IUli.BR'3 Earth. Gin and bitters, a favourite liquor of Ihe 

celebrated George Head, in whom llii» slang term origi- 
nated. 

■LL OP Emptiness. Joculur term for empty. 
feLL March. The Scotch j^reys are in full march by the 

krown-otfice ; the lice are crawling down his head. 
Dhblbr. An old or impotent man. To fumble, aho, means 

to go awkwardly about any work or manual operation. 
|pN. A cheat or trick. Do you think to fun me out of it ? 
»!Doyou think to cheat met also, the hreecti, from beiug 

the abbreviation of fundament ; I'll kick your fnn. Cant. 

VNK. To uie an unfair motiou of the hand in plumping Ht 

taw. ScAooiboff'i Ifrm, 

INK. To smoke ; figuratively, to smoke or stink Ihrougli 

fear. I was in a cursed fnnk. 



" Up lie ro 
And ic ' 
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I ajank, Inpp'd a laoltiful of bniady, 
PidtCrm-VtrnttuL 



,Ti> funk the cobbler; a schoolboy's tiick, performed with 
lasafoetidu and cotton, which are slulfed into a pipe: tbe 

colloi) being lighted, and the bowl of the pipe covered with 
itl coarse linn il kerchief, tiie smoke is bluwu out, at the small 
>«Dit, thruui;!) the crannies of a cubblcr'si Malt. 
IIUIBN. Aldermen. 

DRMITY, or Kromenty. Wheal boiled up |o a jelly. To 
.umper like a furmitv kettle: to smile or look merry about 
,tbe gills, 
ttss. A cunfusioD, a hurrv, an uuuccessary to do about 

trifles. 
tiSSOCK. Ataxy I'dt woman, An old fus^ock ; a fruw»y old 

wuiriun. 



Fustian. Bombast langus^e. Red fustian ; |)or( wiiie. 

fvSTT Ldogs. a beastly sluttish woman. 

Fozz, To sliufflc cards minutely ; a)*9, to cliange the pack. 



GAB, or Gob. The moutli. Gift of llie gab: a faoililjiof 
speech, nirable-longucd eloquence. To blow the gab; la. 
confess or peach. i 

Gab, or Gob,--String. A bridle. 

Gabby. A foolish fellow. 

0A7P. A fair. The drop coves maced the joskins at tfae gsff; 
the ring droppers cheated tbe couutrymen at ihc fair. 

Gafp. To game by tossing up halfpence. 

Gao, Ad instrument, used chiefly by housebreakers toil 
lliieves, for propping open the mouth of a person robbtd, 
thereby to prevent his calling out for assistance. 

Gaob, or YoGVS. A pipe of tobacco. 

Gaogebs. Players. Cent. 

Gaqgbrs. High luid low. Cheals who, by aham prrtcDoes, 
Knd wonderful stories of their sufferings, intpme oo Ibe cre- 
dulity of well meaning people. See Rum GaggbH, 

Galambt. a fowl. Cant. 

GAUMAUntEY. A kodge-pod|;e made up of Ibe renaint mi 
scrape of tbe larder. 

Gall. His gall is not yet broken ; a aaying used in priwn 
of a man just brought in, who appears dejected. 

Gallkv. Building the gallej' ; a game formerly used at m, 
In order to put a trick upon a landsman or fresb-water sailor. 
It being agreed to play at that gome, one sailor personMtt 
the builder, and another the merchant or contractor; Ibt. 
builder first begins by laying the keel, i^liich consists of i 
number of men laid all along on their backs, one after 
motber, that is, liead to foot; he next puts (n tbe rifod or 
knees, by making a number of men sit feel to fcef, at tight 
angles to, and on each side of, Ihc krel ; he now, filing on 
the person intended to be the object of the joke, obanves 
be is a fierce-luoking fellow, and fit for the lion; lie, Ac- 
cordingly, places hitu at the head, his arms being hdtt Of 
locked in by the two persons next to him, re|)re«enliiig 
the ribs. After several other dispositions, the buiMer 
delivers over the galley to tbe contractor, as complela : but 
he, among oilier ^ults and objections, observes the lion li 
not gill, OQ which the builder, ur one of his ussistanls, runi 

' to the head, and dipping a mop in excremcDt, thrnili It 
into the face of (be lion. 



GtLLtKyr. A iiickrmme fur an apothev^ry. 



CSauoot. a sold] 



Cant. 



C^ALtoPBIi. A bluod'home, a liunlEr. The (ubi iiill clapped 

bit blerdci-s (o liii gnllopcr, onil lipped the Irap* (lie double; 

ibebigUwajniHii frpuircd Iris horse, and got iinaj fron the 

officers. ^ 

Callohk, orGoLORB. Plenty. '"' ^ • ' ' ■ |^i'- 

Oalldtvs Bibd. a thief, or pidipocliet; ilso, one tiiat HMO- 

dal«8 »ith Ihoro. 
<j^HBJtPoEB. L^nlbern rnses of stiff leather, used in Deroii- 
Mtlire invmcl of boot*: tbey an faitetied lo the saddle, and 
admit tlicle^, shoe, and ell : the name wn atiirtt jo«:ulurlj 
jtTep. 
GambLKR. a sfanrper, or Irickinfc gamester. 
Oamss, Thin, ill-thap«d legs. A corniptioii of tin- FretKli 

votdjambra. Farcj gambs, sore or s^velled legs, 

GAhB. Au; mode of robbing. Tlw toby is now a ijoecr 

game ; lo rob on the hiKfaway is now n bad moilc of acllDg. 

Tltii observution is freiiuenllv made by tbicvcs ; tite ruad» 

being now BO well gaardcd by'lhc Jiorse-pntrok, tad gnitle- 

a«a travel with little cash in tlnrir pockets. 

Game. Bubbles or pigeons drawn in to be chealed ; also, at 

"Cypriui temples; lewd women. Mother, have yim any 

CUne 1 ifiolbcr, have you any girls 1 To die game ; to wfii^r 

■'*! «!.<> gallows wilhoul showing aiiy signs of fear v •*- 
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Mplaiicc. Game pullet, a young whure, or fortvard |;irl is 

W Wty of becoming one. 
OftMS. Among pugilists, courage of the highest order. He 

jb a gamt nun : be will not give up the contest, until naliirc 

iemkex him. He nHI not say, NO ! 
Oamhon. To huDtbug, lo ileceive, lo tell lies. Wltat ruin 

Cmim the old file pilihed lo the flal ; how tinely the 
uring old fellow humbugged the fool. Any assertian 
which is nut siticlly true, or professions believed to be iutin- 
c<rv ; ni, I believe you're gammonittg, or, that's all ^minoM, 
BMViiing, yiiii are no doubt Jesting with me, or, llmt's all a 
'ftrcc. To gatnmon n person, is lo amuse him will) AUe 
•Hunnvcf, to praise, or flutter him, in order to vbltiiii tome 

nrlicular end : lo gammon a man to any act, is lo |)er6uadc 
n lo it by nrlful bngunge or pretence : to gamnum a shop- 
keeper, fic. is to engage his alleation to your di»court<c, 
while your aci'onipliee is executing some prcconcerteil plan 
•f deprerfaliori ujioa his property : a thief delected hi a 
kaiue, which he ban entered, upon tkt meak, for the ftui- 
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|)UM of roiibing it, uill ende-.tvour, tiv sumo guiumim»g 
ttorjr, lu accounl for his intrusion, and to get off with » 
good grace : a uin. who is ready at. luvenlinn, aori hif 
always a flow of plausible lunguage uu these occuions, b 
said to be a prime gammoner : to gammon iuthy or fiurr, 
is to prelend drunkenuess or sickness, for some pri?iite end. 
Gammon and Patter. Commonplace talk of any profn- 
sioD ; an, ihe gammon and palter of a liuf«e-dea)«r, tiilor, 
4c. 
Gammon the Twelve. A man, who has been tried bj a 
criminitl court, ami, by a plausible defence, haii iudoced ibe 
Jury to acquit him, or to banish the cupilul part of tht 
charge, and so tiave his life, is said, by his associate], le 
have f^ammoned the twthe in prime ttrig, alluding lu tbc 
number of jurymen. 

Gan. The moulh or lipa. Cant. 

Gander Month. That month iu which a man's wife Iie> n i 
wherefore, durin|; that time, husbands plead a sort of iodul- 
geuce ill mutters of ]S;allanlry. 

Gang, a company uf men, a body of sailors, a knot of 
thieves, pickpockets, &c. A gang of sliecp-lrolters ; ibt 
four feet of a sheep. 

Gaoleb's Coach. A hurdle: Iraitors bein^ usuiilly conveyed 
from the gaol to the place of t-xeculiim on u htirdte ot 
sledge. 

Gapesbed. Sights, any thing to feed the eye 1 am cotnc 
abroad fur a little ^jpeseed, 

Gapstopfkr. a whoremaster. 

Garden. To put a person in the gaTiltn. in the hole, im tht 
bucket, 01 in the well, are liynonymous phrases, tignif^riiig 
to defraud him of his due »hare of the booty by emheulli!^ 
a part of the property, or the mouey it h/enrcU for; tll^ 
phrase alio applies geuerally to defmudin;; any one, itltl) 
whom you are couRdenlially connected, of what » justly 
lib due. 

GABNiim, Am etilrance-fee demanded by Ihe old ])risuiMn of 
one Just couiiaitled to gaol. 

Garbet, or Upper Story. The hi-ad. His garret, or 
upper story is empty, or uufntnished: i. e. he bM m 
bmiai, he is a fool : it aUu signilics the/oi pocket. 

Garuet ErKCTiON. A ludicrous ceremony, ptacliscd every 
new parliumeiil : it cimsists of a mock election of ly"> 
memberi to represent the borougl) of Garret (f feif 
blraggling catUge$, near Wuiidsworib, in Surrey), Tbe q,llk- 
lificalion of a voter is, havioc enjoyed a woman, itt the 
open air, uilhiii that district: the candidates arc vorampnly 
fellows of low humour, who dic;^! (IteniseK'es up Id h 
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of peo|ile to WaiiiU worth, 

jointly colli rib II I e Id the ex|>eiis{', which is soid< 

comiau ruble. 
Gawkby. a tall, thin, ankward young man or wommi. 
Geacb. a tliicl*. Ctfnr. 

Geb. It u'on'I gee ; it won't hit or do, it dora not suit n 
Gklding. An ennuch. 
Gblt. Money, (itrman. Also, rHstrated. 
Gentle CaArr. The art of shorniBking. One of the gen- 



tle 

SI. Crispin. 

GPNTLBMAS COMMONEK. 

Jake ; geotluuien 
learning. 

iENTLBMAN'sCoMPANK 
KNTLEMAN'S MASTER, 



o culled because onee |>ractised by 



1 empty bottle. An university 
not beiii^ deemed over fuU of 



A highwH^ robbtr; because he 
Qiakrs a gentleman obey Ills eoniinands, i. e. ^land and 
'tleliver. 

BBTLBMAN of THRtiE Ins. In debt, in gaol, and in clanger 
vf leniaining there fur life : ur, in gaol, indicted, nnil In 
idanger of being haugeil in chains. 

ENTLEMAN OP TBBEE OuTS. That IB, «ilhout motley, 
vithoul wil, and vfithuul manners; some add another out; 
ii. e. without credit ' 

ENTRY Cove, a gentleman. Cant. 
NTHY Cove Ksn, A gentleman's house. Cant. ' ' " 
BNTRV MoKT, A gentlewoman. • 

(OBGE. Vellow Cicoigc; a giiinea. Brown Gtorgc; nn'Mi^ 
munition loaf. ' ' 

{BRHAN Duck. Half a sheep's head boiled with ooions.' 
%T, One of hii gel; one of his offspring or begetting. 

A face. Sea Irria. 
ipBBRiSH. Till! cant language of thieves and gypsies, called 
Pedlars' French, and St. Giles's Greek. Ste St. GiLts's 
Ghbbk. Also, the mystic language of Geber, used b<^ 
chymists. Gibberish Ukewibe means a sort of disgubed hin- 
guage, formed by inserting any consonant between each 
svllable of an English word ; in vjiieb case, it is called the 
|ibberi!>h of the letter inserted : if F, it is the F gibbemh : 
if G, Ibe G gibberish ; as in the sentence, HowdoyoudoT 

.jHowg dog youg (lug? 

llBBE. A horse that shrinks from the collar, and will not draw. 
IB Cat. a norlbern name for a he-cat, there commonly 
illed Gilbert. A* meluncholy as a gib cat ; an melan- 
choly as a he-cat who has been caterwauling, w-bence 
they alwavti return scratched, hungry, and out of spititi. 



* O* I N 

''^AitttMle MjT, OuHte Miimat pod railum tU tattle: Ut* 
' wMtfh an suonyniuui aullior lias ttivn (he fnltuwltif tx- 
crplkxi, jirettr gnllHm gnlHnarxum, el iatrrit»tfm grmtm 
fomicantrm. 

OiBi.BTfl. To join |il>leti : kaiJ of b man and wonnii wb* 
" cntiubit »» liusbaud and Mite without being niHTTied : alM, t« 

CDpuUl«. 
^Cirrs. Smuil -while sppcks under the Itngpr nulls, •iM' ts 
portend k>')> c prcMnila. A stingy man ri loid 10 tw U 
fiill of gittii » a bnxcii hone of bis fHrls. • ^ ^ 

I^Cirr OF TH8 Gab. A fiidlitj of sfwonh. 
GtGO. A nose. Snilchpl his gigg; filliji his nose GpUBtef't 
^Kg: H hog's snout. Gigg is niso h tiigh unc-lMrH elnifR. 
To gigg n Smithfield ImnlE : to hnoutting nn av«r-droV^ px. 
vHJg-.irly callfd a mail bullock, 
ptCiCOER. A lalrti, or door. Dub lhcgtgg4>ri oprn IlK'llaor. 
JJ*' t'igger diibber ; the turnkey of n gaol. 
■ ''GtGOLK. To sippprMS H Imigh. Gigglt-rt; "wrton womlte. 
If Giles's, or St. Giles's Drekd. Tat, rug<'ed, and itnKj. 
fV Newton and Dyot sIretU, the grand hrad-qiii(l«n oTMkwl 
of the tliicftfs and pickpuckets about London, ar* In St. 
* ' Giles's parish. St. Giles's Grtek. the caul languagr, nlird 
"' aisftSlaug. Pcdlnrs' French, and Flash. 
OlLFLURT. \ proud Diinx, a vain, capricious wmnan. 
Gill. The abbreTiation of Gillian, figuraliTi-ly umtiI for 
woman. Every jack huJ liis i^iU, i. e. ever> j»i-k bas' hi 
*" gillian, or female mate. It ii ulsu a word uicd by wny c 
.- viiriution, similai' to cov(, gloak, nr gory: but gcncn|4ly 
coupled to some other deacnptite lenn, as ujluth'giif, ttfy- 
■-■ gill. &c. 
GiLLE. The cheeks. To bxih rosy abuiit the gilU ; lo kiifc a 
fresb enmfilcxioii. Tu look merry abuul the gills ; lo opfinr 
ciieerrtil. 
Gilt, or Rvn Dvdbrr. A thief wlio picks tncks, to mOt^ 
horn the gill or pieklock key; uKny of Ihem are mi akprrlt 
thaOfiom lh« loek of a chorcli'dnur U> that of Hie siavtiest 
cabinet, they will find nieani lo opon it: llicie go inia 
reputable puhlic-houseij, where, prelendiiig buMiien, tbvy 
tonlrive to get iota private rooms, ap ilaitt, Hlscre Uicy 
open any bureaus or trunks they happen lo tiad tbem. 
GiMBLBT-ETRD. Sqdhting, either in man or woma. 
GiMCRACK, or JiMcRACK. A spruce Meuch: a ginenck 
also means u |>eRu)n who Im^^ turn for nechitnical 
trivances. 
GlNOAMHOB*. Tnjs kawblci. Ste TuiN'GAMSosa. 
Gr)taERBItEAl>. A cuke made of lr«nclr. Hour, BMd pnlnl 
gblger: also, money. He hits the gitigcrirrtBd ; keisritfa. 
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GIB d S!Rfttffe!lli VO&IC. Gilding &n(l carviog; lliete terras 
are particulurly applied, by scvmeo on bosT'l Newcsitle 
colliers, to the decorations of the sterns and ijuartcrs of 
West-lodiunien, which they have the grealest pleasure in 
defacing. 

Gingerly. Softlj, gently, tenderly. To go gingerly '*> 
work : to attempt a thing gently or cautiously. 

GiNGBR-PATED, or GlMGEB'tiACKLEH. R«d-haired : a term 
borrowed from the cockpit, where red cockt are tilled 
ginser*. 

GiNNY. Ad initrument to lifl up a grate, in order to alea) 
what it in the window. Cattt. 

CiN' SPlK^EIt. A distiller. 

Gir. Fr«Di yv*(, k koI/. A tervaat at college. 

Give it to. To rob or defraud any place or person ; bs, I 
gave it to hiai /or his reader, I rubbed him of hi» pocket* 
book. What tuit did you give tl thcin vponf In what 
manner, or by what means, did you ellecl your purpose 1 
also, to impose upon a person's credulity by telling biifK q 
■Iriflg of falsehoods; or to take any unfair advaiitage of 

, another's inadvertence or unsuspecting temper, on any occa- 
pioD ; in either case, the parly at lait dropping down, , that 
is, detecting your irapositiou, will say, I uelwve you have 
been giving it to me nicely nil \\m while. 

gtVE LIP TO. To chatter, blow up. Sea term. 
IVKR. A good boxer. Pugilistic phrase. 

Gizzard. To grumble in 'the gi»ard; tu be secretly din* 

f pleased. 

Glass Eve& A nick name for one wearing spcctucles. 

'Glaymorb. a Highland hroad-sword; from the Erse g/ay, 
or glaive, a sword ; oud more, great. 

Glazb. a window. 

Glazier, One who breaks windows and show-glasses, to 
steal goods exposed for sale. Glaaiers; eyes. Cant. Is 
your father a glaiier: a queU ion asked of a lad or young 

Bman, who aland* between the speaker and the candle* or 
fire. If it is answered in the negative, the rejoinder is — 
I wish he was, that he might make a window through your 
body, to enable me to see the fire or light. 
Glib. Snioolh, slipperv. Glib totiriied : talkative. 
Gliu, a candle, or dark lanternJPuscd in housebreaking: 
also, fire. Te glim ; to burn in (be band : also, signihes 
sight or ej-e. Cant. 

•' His gimi IVe nwde look like ■ roupic of minboiri.'' 

Vidt RtatdTi Strap BtA. 

fiLiMFENDBRs. Andirons. Canl. 
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'I.ASHV. Angry, 



a |ias<!iun. f'artt. 



_. A liiik-liuv. Cttnl. 

I^LiMMEB. Fire. Cant. 
^diMHEBBRS. persons l"g^i'ig **"'> bhani Itccncet, pTC- 

teridiug losses bj- ftrr. 
r Glimhs. Eyes. 
Glimstick. a candlestick. Cant. 
Glistneb. a sovereign. Cant. 
Gloacu. a man. Scotch cant. 
Gloves. Used by jiusiltits to comiDUiiicHle Ibi- arl of wlf- 

defeiicp to ibeir pupils. 
Gloves. To give anv one a pair of gloves : to inakr Ibtm 

a pre«eDt or bribe. To win a pair of gloves; lo kisa a in>ii 

whilst lie sleeps: for Ibis a pair of glows is due to any 

lady «lio will thus earn tliein. 
Gluepot. a pnrson : from Joining uien anil women together 

id matrimony. 
Glum. Sullen. 
Glptton. a Icrm used by bruisers to signify a niuti who 

will bear a great deal of beuiing. 
Glybb. a writing. Cant. 
Gnablbr. a little dog that, by Im barking, alurins tlw 

family when any person is breaking into tlic house. 
Go. The dash. The mode, lie is quite the go. lie u 

quite varment, he is prime, he is bung up, are synonyflioat 

expressions. 
GoAD9. Those who wheedle in chapmen for borse-deaWs. 
Go-ALONOKR. A simple easy person, who suffers liimielf 

to be made a tool of, and is readily persuaded lo any act 

or undertaking by bin associates, who inwardly laugh at bit 

folly, and ridicule liini belnn<l his back. 
Goat. A lascivious pt-rson. Gouts Jigg; nmking t)ie beat! 

with two backs, cupuhlion. 
Gob. The moutli; also, a bit or morsel; whence gobbets. 

Gift of the gob; wide-mouthed, or one who speaks flu- 
ently, or sings well. In Randall, an heroic frngmenl, ma; 

be found the following invocation : — 

•• Shade of Jem Belcher hoirr round hii nob, 
Frolect hi* Uip, hii nkotuien, and got." 

A Fiitt Randaii'i Dttry. 

And ull were Ui prime luig for ckmlrr,' &c. 

CnVt M«n( 

GoBSLSR. A turkey cock. 

Go Dbtwbbn. a pimp or bawd. 

Gob String. A bridle. 
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Go SV TDK GroUKi>. a little «liort persou, luan or wumun. 

(tODFATKBK. H« wlio payi llii- reckotiiii>!, or au«we» fur 
Uie iTsI of the co[it|>aDy; a». Will you stani) godfallierl and 
«re will Iskc care of Die bntt ; i. e. rejiay you another lime. 
Juryuien are alko called gfHlfatliers. becuu9« Ibey name Ibe 
crime Ihc prisuoer before them hai bi.-cn guilty of, wbclhei- 
Moaj, petit lamiiy, &c. 

GoC. All-a-gog: impaltent, Hniiiuus, or desiroiia of a lliing. 

Goo AKO Maoog. Two ^lanU, whose effigies slaiiil on 
cacb Hide of Ibe eluik ill Guililball, Lonfion; of whom 
there it a Imdition, tbu(, when they hear the clock strike 
MW, on Ibe first of April, they will walk ilown from their 
places. 

GoooLKS. Eyes. See Ogles. Goggle eyei; large prumi- 
wut eyes. To goggle ; to slare. 

GoiHQ uroN THB DuB. Goiiig out lo break ojieii, or pick 
tlie Inckk of, houses. 

Gold Dboppbrs. Sharjiers, who Hrop a piece of gold, 
whiofa they pick up in the presence of some inexperienced 
person, for whom llie trap is laid; this they pretend to 
nave found, and, ai he saw them pick it up, they invite 
Iwn lo a public-hou&e lo parlnke of it; when there, two 
BTlliree of their comrade* drop in, as if by accident, and 
propose cards, or some tilhrr game, when they seJdoni fail 
of stripping their prey. 

lOLOyiNCH. One who hits ruinnionly a purse full of gold. 

^ GflldAochet; guineas. 
^ ~"«LD FiNUKB. One whose employment is to empty nwn- 
nry houses; <-Blled also a tom-t— d-man, and nightman; 
tbc Utter, from that business being always performed in 
lb« night. 

■ ObooTHA, or THE pLACE OF ScuLLs. Part of tiie Theatre 
it Oxford, where the heads of houses sit ; those geatlcmrn 
bdog by the wits of the university called sculln. 

>«LLlltlP08. A large clumsy fellow. 

^«LLOP HP. To driuk down quickly. Cant. 

A place or pe»on, which promises to be easily rob- 

- bt4, u said to be good, as, that house is good upoH Ike 
track: this shop ii good upon the tlar; the twtWn good 
/or his montra : ifc. A man who de^ares himself good Jot 
•■y favour or thing, means, that he has sufbcicnt iiiAueoce, 
or possesses the cerlaiii means to obtain it; good as bread, 
or, goad <u chersc, are merely emphalical phrases to the sami- 
tSeict. Str Caz. 

Good Man. A word of various imports, according to lite 
place where it ii spoken ; in the city it means a rich tnan ; 
al Hocklev.in.tbe>Hole, or 51. Giles'*, au expert boxer: 
•I a bagnia in CuvenI Garden, a vii;urous fornicator: >< 
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nil alehouse nr Invcrii, one who loves lib pol or Itoiric ; 

ami soiueUuios, though but taie\y, u virluous iiiiin; ' 
(iooD Woman. A nondescript, rejuvaenled mi & fumeui 

sign in Si. Giles's, in the fgrm of u coramon wbninn, but 

without a head. 
GoosB. A liiilor'B goose ; a siiiootbing iron ttsed to pres* 

down the seams, for which purpose it must be healed: 

hence, it is a jocular BHying, tliut a tailor, be hervertii 

poor, is always sure la have a goose at his tire, lie cun- 

not say boh to u coiise; a saying of ii bashful nr she«pi>li 

fellow. 
GoosBBBKRY. He played up old gooseberry »nionf tliemi 

said of a person who, by force or threats, sudilenly puts an 

eud to a riot or disturbance. 
GuosEBERRV-EYKD. One With dull grey eyes, liltP iKrilril 

gooseberries. ' 

- Gooseberry Wig. A large frizzled wig; perhaps, fr^il ■ 

supposed likeness to a gooseberry bnsb. I > 

GoosECAF. A silly fellow or woman. 
Go OUT. A person whit has left his busim^ss to go a IfaieThlKi 

il is said, he lias gone out. Cant, 
GoREB. Money, chiefly gold ; perhaps, from lli^ IreKc 

carried on at that place, which h cliiefly for gold'dutl. 

Gant. 
GosGER. A gentleman. A well dressed manl ""Mnng 

kiddey. Mung the goiter; beg, child, beg of dii; geDlleimn. 
Gospel Shop, A church. 
GoTCM-GOTTBD. Potbellied: a golch in Norfolk ^i^ulfying 

a pitcher, or large round Jug. 
GouGS. To squeeze out a man's eye with the tliumb; a 

cruel practice used by the Boslonians, in America. 
Grab. To sicxe, H|)prehend, take into custody ; to make t 

grab at any thing, is to snatch suddenly, as M a genllcman's 

watch-chaia, &c. 
Grab. To siczc a man. The pigs grabbed the kiiUlr,V 

for a crack ; the otiicers seized the youth for a burglary, 
Grabbbd. Taken, apprehended. 
Grabble. To seize. To grabble the bit; to seine iny 

one's money. Cant. 
Grafted. Cuckolded; i.e. having horns grafted on his bead. 
Orannam. Com. 

Granndm's Gold. Hoarded money; supposed to tmvc be- 
longed to the graridmuther of the [lossessor, 
Gkanny. An abbreviation of grandmother: also, the nane 

of an idiot, famous for licking her eye, who died. Nor. 14, 

1719. Go teach your granny to auckcggs; said to such 

as would instruct any otic in u matter he knows better than 

themselves. 
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OlAPPLB THE Kails. A cant name uitril in Irrlimil fur 

SKAi^LiNfi-InoNS. HnndciilFs. 

SkAVE Dronitlt. ' Liki? a gmvt (Nsfgpr; up to tiic n 
blttinrgi, HiHJ il«n'( kiion nbicli nuy lo turn. 

58A»KV.KYBn. Blpnre^cfl, otir nhnse eyes have n runninfjf j 
hntiiour. . 

3&AWLKR. A tieg!,''"'. ^oftk rant- ■ ^.' . 

5UAr. A rojippr coin, It4vin|!; Iwo Umh mil' Iwu laiii. to , 
aiunrr the piirposrif oP K'>n)tilpr*, who, hy such iltcqXiom, 
i, frvqurnlly wifilurg*' sum&. 

vttAV Hkaud. Eurthpn S**"*- fi>rinPTly used in public hoiisea'J 
iar 6tHWng ntc; llicy hnH (hr figure of a mnn whit m )are« 1 
beard stumped nn tliem, wh«nc«. pmbably, ihry took tbC'l 
amae. Vide Btn Jonion't I*lify», Bartholotane Fait, ifti' j 
4w> Dnloli -Miftlicn jotpi, irncd for imu^^ling giii < 
Mwsts of F.iicx and Suffolk, arv, at this time, called gray' j 
beards. 

3luY Mare. The gray mare is the better horse; said of k* J 
woman wlm govemi her husband. 
^^KAY Parson J A farmcrnho reals the tilbe* of tlie rect«r ' 
«r vicar. »* 

CaHBASB. To bribe. To grease a man in llie (Hi ; lo bribe 
biiD. To grease a fat sow in (he a-se ; to give lo a ricB 
■nm. Greasy chin; a treat given to pariab otliccrt in jiitrt 
of romnutntioii far a bastard : called, aliio, EMtng a child. 

CiBBAT Intimate. A& greiit hs abirt and sliilten a-se. 

GbbaT Joseph. A snrlout. Cant. 

IGkbkdv flCTS. A covetous or wiracious person. 
Gbkbk. si. eiles's Greeh : the slang lingo, cant, 
bCfbh: 
Grskn. Doctor Green ; i. e. grass ; a physician, or rallier* 
»edi<:inc, foutKl very succestftd in curing roont disorders 
lo which hnrses are liable. My hone is not well : i shall 
•Mid him to Doctor tireen. 
Grkbn. Yonngt iqenperienced, unac<]uainled, ignorant. 
How grecD the cull was not to stag how the old file planted' 
Ibc books; how ignorant the booby was not lo perceive 
bow the old stmrper |ilacc<t the card} in sncli a utanner 
as lolnsuru the gHnie. ' 

Obbrk Bag. An atlorui-y: those genllemeu carry their 
dieaki' deeds in u green tnti ; und, it is said, when they 
haire no deeds to carry, frequently fill them with an old 
pair of breeches, or any olhnr trnmjtery, to gire themselves 
iIm appearance of business. 
Ganit Gown, To give a girl n green gown; lo tumble bcr 
«■ Ibe grass, and pick IIk piui out of her frock. 
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GeEEN Sickness. Tlicilisease of 

GReenhead. An itiexperiFiici^d young ninn. 

OREENHORTf. A novice on tbe town, ua undebauclietl vojug 

fellow, Just initialed ioto the society of bucks and bloodi. 
Greenwich Goose. A pensioner of Greenwich Hospital. 
Gregorian Tree. The gallows: so named from (irecory 

Brandon, a famous finisher of the law, to whom Sir Williin 

Segar, garter king of arms, (being imposed on by Brooke, a 

herald), grunted a coat of arms. OhnoUir. 
Grig. A furlhing. A nierrj grig, a fellow as mrrryns a jrig; 

an allusion to the apparent liveliness of a grig, or yoiiiig 

Grim. Old Mr. Grim; Death. '" 

Grimalkin. A cat: inawkin signifies a hare, in Scotland; * 

Gbin. To grin in a glass case; to be anatomized fur mnrdcr: 
the skeletons of many criminals arc preserved in ^lass etiBn, 
at Surgeon's Hall. 

Orin. To " stand the grin," in the flash Hugo, is tu Ue ridi- 
culed and laughed at. 

Grind. To have carnal knowledge of a woman. 

Grinders. Teelh. (looseberry-grinder ; the brt^h. "Aik 
bogey, the gooseberry -grinder; ask mine a— se. 

G&OATS. To save his groats; to come off handsomely: alllie 
universities nine groats are deposited in the hands of an aca- 
demic officer, by every person standing for a di-gree, wliirh 
if the depositer obtains with honour, the groats arc relurard 

Grocery. Halfpence. Cant. 

Geoo. Rum and water. Grog was first introduced into ttie 
navy about the year 1740, by Admiral Vernon, to prevrat 
the sailors intoxicating themselves with their allowance of 
rum or spirits. Groggy, orgroggified; drunk. 

Grog-blossom. A carbuncle, or pimple in llie face, cautcil 
by drinking. 

Grogged. A grogged horse; a foundtred horse. 

Grogham. A horse. Cunl. 

Grog on Hoard. Nearly drunk. 

Gropeus. Blind men: also, midwives. 

Ground SguiREEL, A hog, or pig. Sm tfrm. 

GKotND Sweat. A grave. 

Grub. Victuiils. To grub; dine. 

Grub-Street. A street near Moorfields, formerly the sup- 
posed habitation of many persons who wrote for the book- 
sellers; hence, n Grub-street writer means a hackney antboi, 
who manufac lures books for the booksellers. 

Grub-Strert-News. Lying intelligence. 
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KKUHBLKTOMAN. A (l»coi)teiited perMMi; onr «iiioualwa>* 

railing at llie tiuicii ur iiiiiiiatrir- 
Qbuntbr. a liag. Tu gruDt; to gronn, or caoipUin of 

tichneNv. 
GREtNTERS. Traps, officers of juslicf. 
pBtJNTBii's OIG. A snifiaked bog's fuce. 
fiBUNTtNO Pbck. Pork, bacoii, or any kind of hog's fle»li. 

gBUTS. Tea. 
UDOKON. One va»ily imposed on. Togudgeou; to swallow 
I the bait, or fall iuto a trap; from Ihe fis)i of thai name, 
Lwiiich is eaMly tak«ii. 

pULl.. A biiiipie credulous felluw, easily tltculed. 
GuLLe. Novices at the uaiversily. 
pULLBD. Deceived, cheated, imposed on. 
pULlrGROPeBii. Usurers, who lend money to the gamesters. 
^Vit. Abusive language. Come, let's have no more of your 
., guoi. 
pVMUY. Clumsy: particularly applied to ibe ancles of men 

nr women, and the legs of horses. 
Gumption, or Bum Gumption. Docility, compreUeosion, 
^ and capacity. 

IGdn. He is in the gun; be is drunk: perhaps, from an 
„! allnsion to a vessel called a gun, used for ale in the nniver- 
., sities. 

|Gi;N. To g'nn, among lld.-ih people, is tu be noticed. Du 
^ not you see we are gunntd? an expression used by tbievei 

when they think they are being watched. 
puNDEGUTS. A Fat, pursy fellow, 

I^cnmer'b DAtmuTER. "To kiss the gunner's duiighler; to be 
,'lied to a gun and flogged oh the posteriors: a mode of pu- 
I iiisbing buys on board a ship of war. 
puNFOWDER. An nld woman. Cant. 
j^UTFOUNDEBEn. Exceeding hungry. 

pUTS. My great guts are ready to eat my little ones; my 
guts begin ti> Ibink my throat's cut; iny guts curse tay 
i leeth: all expressions aignifyiiig (be party is extremely 
, hungry. 

Guts and Garbage, A very fat man or woman. More guts 
than brains; a silly fellow. He has plenty of guts, but no 
bowels; said of a hard, merciless, or uiifeeliiig person. 
f Gut Scbaper, orToBMK«ToB of Catgut. A tiddler. 
[>ip utter-Lane. The throat, the swallow, the red lane. Stt 
If Red Lane. 

[Gutting A Quart Pot. Taking out the lining of it; i.e. 
drinking it otF, Gutting an uyatcr; eating it. Gutting a 
bouse; clearing it of its furniture. 5frPoUL.TKBBR. 
n Guy. A dark laiilborn; in allusion to Guy Faux, Ifau prioci- 
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e giitipowtler p! 
Untborn. 

('UZZLR. Liquor. Toguatrie:' lo driuk greedily. 

(tuzzle Guts. Oiil> greirilv of Uiiuor. 

(ivDE, or Jybe, Any witmgwr pass witli a seal. ■ ' ' 

Gybijjg. Jeerittg. or ridiciilinc;, ' 

Oyleb; or Giles. Hopping GlleS; a laclcname for ■ lame 
person: Si. Giles was tlic tiilelitT saint of cripples, - ■ ' ' 
• Gyp, a college runner or crtitrtd-boy at Cambridge. caUedat 
Oxford a scout. ' .Vm Scotrr: 

Gypsies. A set of vagrants, wlio, to the great di*gr»ce of 
our police, are suffered to ^vanl^er about llie counlty. They 
pretend tliut tlie^ derive thetr origin from the ancient Kgyp- 
lians, wlio n ere litinous for tliFit* knowledge in aslronomv aod 
other sciences; and, under the pretence of fortune-telliBg, 
find means to h)t> or defraud tl)t ignoraiit atid sup«rstifioui. 
To colour tlieir impostures, tliey arliUciallv discolour their 
feces, fliid speak a kind of gibberish peculiar to Ihemselvet. 
Tliej rove up and down the country m large companies, 

■ 1o Ilie ghfat terror of the fiirniers, from whose geese, tnr' 
keys, and fowls, they take very considerable coutrihu- 

Whcn a fr^shrecVuil Esadlbiltcd into (IiC fraternity; hft'is 1« j 
tnke the following oath, administered by the principal maun- i 
der^ aflergoiugihroughtlie annexed forms: — ' ' ] 

First, a neW nune is given to liira, by *hidh he is ever afler | 
to be called ; then, standing up 'ill the middle of the assem- 
bly, and directing his face to the dimber-daniber, or princi- 
pal man of the gang, he repeats the following oath, which 
is dictated to him by some experienced - member of tbe fn- 

I, Crriuk Culfiu, do swear to be a' true brother, and that I 
will, in all thiogs, obey the commands of the great tawnev 
|>rince, and keep his countcl, and not divulg;e the secrets oi 
my brethren. 

I will never leave uur forsake the company, but observe and 
keep all the times of appointment, either by day or b^ nigbti 
in every place whatever. - ' 

I will not teach aay one to cant, nor will I disclose any of our 
mysteries to tliem. 

I will lake my prince's part against all that shall Oppose liiin', 
or any of us, according to the utmost of ray ability; not 
will I suffer him, or any one belonging to us, fo be abused 
by any strange abrams, rufllers, hookers, pailliards, nvid- 
dier's, Irish toyles, swigmen, whip jacks, jarkmen, UWdy 
baskets, domtueran>, clapper dogeons, phtrtcocs, orcurtsls; 
but will defend him, or them, m mucli u> I I'afl, 
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|jd) OtIieruutlK-ra wliHlcvcr. I will nut cumval uiiglil 1 will 
9Ut or libkiris or ftuin the rufTinana, but will |ireHer«e it 
for Ilie ust' of tlip company. Lastly, I will cleave lo 
my doxy wap stiflly, wml will bring lier duds, marjery 
prnters, "olilers, gruiiliiig cheats, or tibs of the buttery, 
or any thing fhe I can come' at, as winnings for her wep- 
pings. 
(The centers have, it seems, a tradition, that, from the ibree 
fir«t urticles of this oalli, the first founders of a cerlHtu 
boastful, worshipful fraternity (who pretend to derive their 
origin from the earliest limes) borrowed both the hint and 
form of ttieir eslablishmetit ; am) that their pretended deriva- 
tion from the first Adam a & forgery, it being only from the 
^_6x3i. 4damTiUr: 5ecADAM Tiler. At the admission of 
„,ii new brother, a general slock is raised for bonze, or drink, 
, ,to make themselves merry on the occasion. As fur peckage, 
,,or eatables, they can procure without money ; for, while 
.SODif are sent to break the ruAmans, or wuotis and bushes, 
, for firing, others are detached to filch ^ecse, chickens, hens, 
docks (or mallards), and pigs. Their morls are <heir 
butchers, who presently make bloody work with what living' 
I' things are btoue;ht them; and having made holes in the 
., ground under some remote hedge, iu an.obscure phce, they 
..make a lire, and boil pr broil their food; and, when it is 
I enough, fall to work, tooth and nail; »nd having eaten more 
Jike beasts than racn, they drink more Lkc swine than human 
creatures, entertaining one another all the time with songs in 
the canting dialect. 
U they live, so lliey He, together, uroniiscuously, and kuow 
I not now to claim a properly either m their goods or children; 
, aJid this general interest ties them more firmly together than 
if all their rags were twisted into ropes, to bind them tadis- 
suluhly from a separation; which delectable union is farther 
l^vonsobdatcd by the above oath. 

Qiey stroll up and down all summer-time in droves, nod dex- 
terously pick pockets, while they are telling of fortunes; 
and the money, rings, silver thimbles, &c. which they gel, 
I , ^re instantly conveyed, from one hand to another, till the 
remotest person of the gang (who is not suspected, because 
lliey cume not near the person robbed) gels possession of 
it; so that, in the strictest search, it is impossible to recover 
it; while the wretches, with iaiprecations, oaths, and pro- 
testations, disclaim the thievery, 

'19I by which Ibey are said to get the most money is, when 

Ea-\oung gentlewomen of good families and reputation have 

I luppeucd to be with child before marriage, a round sum is 

o(\eu bestowed umong the gypsies, for sonic one mort to 

take the child ; and, as that is never heard of more by Ihc 
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IlAltERDASMEll oi 1'ronouns. A ^Lhoulmailor. or osher. 
Hackmly Writes. Ucie who itrlttn for attornies or bMk- 

fellprs. 
Haddock. A purse. A haddock fluffed ivitA beam ; i, «.' fc 

purie full uf gold, 
iIaie Sputter. A thing with use uilhout ornament. 
Q^LfjKST. A weapon carried by a sergeant of foot. T6 ^t 
,|alia]l»ert; to be appniuted a sergeant. To be brobglit to 
l^t^e hulberts; to be flogged d la mililaire -. soldiers of the 
,, intuiiti!]!, when flogged, being commonly tied to three hil- 

tierts, st-l up in a triangle, with a fourth fastened acrou 

I hem. He carries the lialliert in his fate ; a saying of one 

promoted frum a sergeant to a commissioned officer. 
HAt,F A Bean. Half a guinea. Catit. 
UaUp < Hog. Sixpence. 
— — ^ ^.^r Flash and Half Foolish, This phrase is applied, in 
' y^ ijisiircaiitic manner, to those persons who have a MwtferA^ 
, of the cant language, and also pretend to a knowledge of 

jife, which they do not possess. The family of the half 
Wjl^h and half foolish are very numerous in London. 
Half Seas over, Aloioit drunk. 
I)a)4LBT. a high constable. Cant. 
Hammersmith, Milling: a person that has received t 

fcvere beating iii Jocosely said to have been St HtaoMr- 

Ha^s, or Hamcasks. Breeches. 

j]Ai)iD. A sailor. We lostahand; we lost a sailor. Betrk 

hand ; make haste. Hand to fist ; opposite : the wne as 
, lfete-M{;te, orcheek by Joul, 
Hand Basket Portion, * A woman whose husband receive* 

frei|ueat presents from her father or family is said to have 

a baud-basket portion. 
Handle, To know how to handle one's fists: to be skilful in 

the art of boxing. The cove flashes a rare handle to his 

pbysog ; the fellow has a large nose. 
Handsome. He is a handsome-bodied man in the&ce; a 

jeering commendutiun of an ugly fellow. Handsome is thtl 

handsome does ; a proverb frequently cited by ugly women. 
Handsome Reward. This, in advertisement », means ■ 

horsewhipping. 
Hang an A-sb. To hang back, tu hesitalc. 
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lltmW ot*- A dvpriKlaril. 

9, (lALVows L^OK, A lhicvt«h or viIIhiious flppearance. 
]aK9 it on. Pur)ioi(-[y to delay or prolract (he iierforniBncr 
y tusk or service ym luve utiilcrtuken, by dallying, 
snd makiiii; na slow a progress as potsibte, cither from 
■tttural indolvtice. or lo answer some private etid nf your 
awn. To kiittg il on milh a woman, is to form a temponry 
uexion with licr ; lu cobabil or keep company wilb her 
. iNDut marriaK**- 
Iang rr UP. Score il up ; speaking of a reckoning. 
^AifGMAM's Wagbs. Tliirleen pence halfpenny; which, nc- 
cording lo tlie vulj^ar tradition, was tnui u 1 1 oiled : one 
Rhtllingf^r Ibr executioner, and three halfpence for the 
M>ff^- K. B. This refers to former lime» ; the hangmen of 
Jn^ti jiri^riil day Iiaving, like other artificerx, raised their 
.^^ripc^.. The true state of this matter is, that n Scnilish 
tarj[( was Ijie fee allowed for au execution, and the value of 

bit piece was,»ellled, by st procloination of James, I. at 

^4|tiTteen pence halfpenny. 

Hano OUT. Tlie traps scavey where we hang out; the ofli- 

c«« know where we live. 
Uakk. Me has a hank on him ; t. e. an ascendancy over him, or 
n tioM upon him. To have a personal a good hank, hto hive 
. Aude any contract with him very advantageous to yourself; or 
lo be able, from some prior cuusc, tu commanil or use him 
\i jfist M you plea»e ; lo have the benefit of bis purse or other 
'cei, tu fact, upon your own terms. A Smith6eld bank ; 
n rendered furioun by over-driting and barbarous treat- 
mrnL Ste Bull Hank, 

V4lfK., A spell or cessation from any work or duty, on the 
tarn *>( indisposition, or some other pretence. 
Hamcer. To hanker at\er any thing ; to have a longing ifter 

II41IBIN Kelder, Jack in the cellar ; i.e. the child in the 
' ealth freiiuently drank lo breeding women or 
Ihdr bukbunds. 

9AfiD. Slnle liecr, nearly sour, is said lo be bard. Hani, 

, also, means severe : as, bard fate, a hard master. 

Uabd at his A-sb. Close after him. 

Uass. He has swallowed a hare; he h drunk: more pro- 
^^ balily a Aair. which requires wasliing down. 

IaKMAK. a constable. Cant. 
UaKAMBECK. A beadle. Canl. 
[AtUASa. The stocks. Cant. 

Iabf. To harp upon; to dwell upon a subject. Have 
anoog you, my blind hurpers ; an expression used in Ihrow- 
ing or ftbooling at nndom Hmung the crowd. Harp is also 
Ihe Irish expiGssion for woman, or tail, iiircl in tossing up 
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it) Ireland : from IlibernJa bciiif; rc|)resente(l nilli a liiittKin 
the nvene of lite copper coins of tJint cuuntry ; fur wliicb 
it is, in lioistiiig the copper, i. e. tossing u|), sonwlimtt 
_, likcwUe called mnsic. 
llABRiUAN. A bagged old woman; a miserable, scraggy, 
worn-out harlot, fit to lake her ba«rd's degree : dtrrtvcd front 
llie French word hiaridelh, a worn-out .jade of a burse or' 

Harry. A country fellow. Cant. Old Harry; the Daril. 
IlARtiM SCABUM. Hc was running harum scaruui ; aaidofanjn 

one tunning nr wu Iking hastily, and in a huiry, atter Uicjm 

know not what. 
^ Uasu, To Hash the hath ; to votnit. 
. Hat. Old hat; the in o nosy liable, because freciuetilly fell. 
Hatches. Under the hatches ; in trouble, distress, or debt. 
IIatcuet Pace. A long, thin face. 
IUtchwav. The month. Sea term. 
Haul yoke Wind. To get clear. Sea term. 
Havil. a sheep. Caiit. 
Hawk. Ware hawk ; the word to look sharp, u bye-wurJ: 

when a bailiff passes. Hank also signifies it sharper, in 

ojipo^ition to pigeon. See Pioeon. Set Wabe Hawk. ' 
Hazbl Gild. To beat any one with a hazel stick. 

HSAD CtJLLY OF THE PASS, or PASSAGE BaNK. The tOpi 

(liter of that gang throughout the whole army, who de- 
mands and receives cuntribution from all the pass banki in 

. .: (he camp. 

Hsao Rails. Teeth. Sea pkraae. 

Hkaring Cheats. Ears. Cant. 

Heart's Ease. Gin, 

Hearty Choak. He will have a hearty vlio^l' aiid citpcc 

. sauce for breakfast, i. e. he will he hanged. 

Heathen Philosopiies, One wliose breech may be wea 
Ihruvgh his pocket-hole : this suyiug arose from the old phi- 
losophers, niMiy of whom dcgpbed the vanity of dress to 
such a point as often to fall into the opposite extreme. 

Hravb. To rob. To heave a case; to rob a hoube... Tl> 
heave a bough ; to rob a booth. Cant. 

Heaveb. The breast. Cant. 

Hk^vkrs. Thieves who make it their buaiuess to steal tndot 
men's sbop-bouks. Cant, 

Hhavv Wet. Beer. Cant. Tlim, iu •' The , Ale-houw 
i'e|>er's Lamentation," ia Kaiidall's Scrap Book, the Ixinl 
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fflPHl^^Abully, a >W«g)[LTinit coward, To licclWjT^^ 
■ fiitFy: proliaMy, fnini i>nrtt pi^nntit bflcctitif: t lie valour of 

Hvrlur. llif 'f rcijan Iiito. 
tlBlwe, To uiakf? a lipil^e ; In secure n bet ut wui^er Inid on 
on* sidt, by takinj; tlic odds on llie ofher; so that, let 
wlart will hapiH^nt » certuiu ^nin is Mcurcd, or hedged in, 
by Hie person wbo takes Ihia precaution ; who is then said 
lo bo on velvet. 
■IKDOE AlGUOtSR. A small, ob sen re alehouse. 
HSIMS Crekf&B. a robber of hedges. 
HB06E Pkiest. An illilerate, unbeneficed curate, apatrico. 
USDGB Whoke. An ilineranl harlot, who bilks (he bagnios 
I bawdy- bouses, by disposing of her favours on the wa^ 
r, under a hedge; a low beggarly proslilutc. 
HSKLS. To'be laid by the he«ls; to be confined or put in 
prison. Oiil at heels; worn or diminished: his etitaie or 
'■ffirinare out at heclit. To torn np his heels; to turn u|> 
Ihv knave of tnimp4 at the game of nll-rours. 
UbeuTap. a peg in the heel of a shue, taken out when 
it is Anished. ' A jiersoii leaving any li<iuor in his gtasii in 
frenuHitlv called upon by the toast- maiiter tu take off bis 
heel tap, ' ' ' 

Hrll. a tttiior's re^wsitDry for liis stolen goods, called cab- 
bage. .SVCabbaob. Liltle hell : a small, dark, covered 
pansa^e, kadin^ from Londan-wnit In Bell-alley; 
Hkll-Bobn Bamb. a lewd, graceless yooth, one aaturally of 

a wickat disposition. 
Heli. Cat. a lemiaganl. a vinen, a furious scolding woman, 

See Tbbmagant and Vixen. 
Hbli PiRR Dick. The drivt-r of the Cambridge Telegraph. 
K» died lately (1823). He wa« the favourite coDrpanion of 
ti>e University fashionables, and the only talor to whose 
precepts they attended. 
flstt, HorNU. A wiekcd abandoned feHow. 
IIRLL, or Hells. Gaml)ling-hou»es at the West find of the 
I town. Cant. 

L HeltrR Sitblter. To run lielter skelter, hand over lt«ad, 
^L in defiance of order. 

^B HCMF. Youny: hemp ; an appellation for a graceless boy. 
^B Hrmfbn Fevcr. a man who was hanged is aaid (o have 
^B ' ditd of a hempen fever ; and, in DorKtshire, to have been 
^m ttabbed with a Bridporl dagger; Bridporl being a pluce 
^M ■ ttmooi for manufacturing hemp into cords. 
^H tf KHPBN Widow. One whose husband waa hanged. 
^1 Hbi*. ' A'woniUn. A cock and hen club; a club cumposvd 
^B of meu and women. 
^M IIrk-hrartbd. Cowardly. 
^M Hrn HoUsb. a \ioa»t wfaeM the wunutn rolei : called itho It 
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iht houu, and ktn J'rigttff : tUtlmift, a »ea plirnt'P.iid 

ly «f)plicd lu a atii|>, tlie cii|itaiQ of whk'b bad bis r 

bouro, sup))o»ed lo coniiuiiiiil bim. 
HBNpet-KED. A hutibauij governed by his wife, 

heaiKckcil. —^ . 

ilsnE AND Thebeian. One wlio hut no selllcd plfl<!fW' 

teaidence. 
Herring. Tbe devil a barrel Uie better berriug; kU i 

bad. 
Hbrrino-gdttbd. Tbin an » sbotlen berriiig. 
Ubrju no-Pond. Tbe tiea. To cross the berriag-fKini 

kiag's expanse ; to be traiisfiurled. 
HEBTfoaDSHiRR KiNDNEss. Driiikiiig twice )• I 

person. 
HlCKi A country biek ; uii ignoraul dowu. Cant. 
HiCKSY. Tipuy, quasi, biciougbkig. 
HlAB AND Sbek. a diildiab game. He plays at bid 

seek : a saying of one who ia in fear of being urresitMl for 

debt, or apprehended for some crime, and tberefvre J(m 

choose lo uppear in public, but secretly skulks i 

Sri Skulk. 
HiDKHOUND. Slinjiiy, bard of delivery ; a poet, p«>Dr il 

linn, is «ai(i lo have a hidebound mnse. 
HiGGLEDV piGGLBDY. Coufuseitly luixed. 
High AND Dry. Caslousbore. Canl. 
HlOB BATING. To cat skylarks in a gnrrcl. 
High Flyf.Bs. Dressy cypriam, such as aporl I 

uuifiV, embroidered pelisses, bats and feathers. 
HlGHtjATE. Sworn at Higbgate: a ridiculous cuiton A 

firevailcd at (he pnblie-liouses in Highgatc, to ai 
udierous oath to all Iravellers, of the niitldling i 
stopped tbere. Tbe parly was sworn on a jMir a 
fastened on a slick : Ibe substance uf the c 
lo kisa ttie maid when he could kiss the mi: 

drink small-beer when he could gel strong, will) manj , 

iiyiiuetiuns of tlie like kind ; lo all which was ailifed tbe ' 
saying clause of " unless you like il best." Tbe person ad- 
ministering the oatb was always to be called fiitberb 
jurur; and be, in return, was to style him son, i *~ 
[icnalty of a bottle. 
lllUH JiNKS. A gambler at dice, who, having m 
drinks lo intoxicate his adveraary, or pigeon, 
head are alio classed those fellows who keep Lillli 
lake in insurances : also, attendants at the raco, aiH 
f. O Tabic) ; cbap* always on Ibc look out to mb | 
cowitlrjmru Rl cards, &ti. 
High l-tviNu. Tu Iwlge in u gMrrel or cocklolU 
HioB Pad, or High Toby. A bigbwaymaii. Canui^ 
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IflOH Ropes. To b« on Ihe higli rop«s ; to be in a passion. 
BtOH ShoON, or CLOWTEtt Smoon, A ciMinIr* cIqwh. 
'NiOH Water. It is high water with him; he is fall uf 

money. 
Hike. To hike off; to run away. Cant. 

glSD-Lza. To kitk out a hind-leg ; to make a rustic bow. 
IS Nabs, Him, or himself; a term used when speaking of a 
|l third person. 

Ml^ORY OF THE FoUR KlNOS, or CHILD's best GCIDB TO 

' THE Gallows. A pack of cards. He studies the history 
I; of the four kiogis assiduously ; lie plays much at cards. 
Hoaxing. Bantering, ridiculing. Hoaxing a quii; jaking 

an odd fellow. Univcrsitg wit. 
'HoBBEROEHoy. Half a man and half a bov ; a lad between 

both. 
Hobbles. Imfieiled, interrupted, puizled. To hobble; (o 

walk ianiely. Itoned. Cant. 
HoBBLEDVORE. A pace between a walk and a run, adog- 
' trot. 

Hobby. Sir Posthumous's hobby; one nice or whlmsicfll in 
'.' his clothes. 

'Hobby HoBSB. A roan's favourite amusement, or stndy, is 
^• cmlled hi* hobby horse; it also means a particular kind'M 
small Irish horse ; and also a wooden one, such as is given 
\ . to children. 

Hobby HoRsicAL. A man who is a great keeper or rider of 
'i bobby horses ; one that is apt to be strongly attached to Uii 
> systems of amusement. 

^Hobnail. A country clodhopper ; from the shoes of coulitry 
k fsrmera and ploughmen being commonly stuck full of hol^- 
V nails, and even often clouted, or tipped with iron. The 
*> Uevit ran over his face with hobnails in bis shocS; Auil of 

one pitted with the small-pox. 
"Hob, or Hobbinol. A down. 

•Hob or Nob. Will you hob or nob with nieT a question 

|K formerly in fashion at polite tables, algnifying a request or 

I challenge to drink a glass of wine with the proposer : if the 

r . party challenged answcred^Ngb, they were to cbuse whether 

I ' while or red. This foolish custom is said to have orignated 

"■ in the days of good queen Bess, thus : when great cbimnies 

t were in fasbiuu, there was at each corner of the hearth, or 

>' grate, a small elevated projection, called hob, and behind 

it a seal. In winter time the beer was placed on Ihe hub to 

warm : and the cold beer was set on a small table, said 

have been called the nob: so that the question. Will you 

^ have hob or nobi seems only to have meant. Will you have 

warm or cold beer ? i. e. beer from the hob. or beer from 

the nob. 
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Ho&SON's Choice. Thai or none : fmm old Hobson, n fuinoiM 
carrier of Cambridge, nlin uspi) 1o |pt horsEs lo the stodniU; 
but never iwrmitteri Ihein to «hu», atwiiys aftolting e 
man the horse he thought must proper fur his mannei 
riding and Irealment. 

Hockey. Drunk with strong Male beer, called old fadcb. Sre 

HlQKEV. 

Hocking, or Houghing. A |>ieee of cruelty [n-actiied bj 
the butchers of Dublin on soldiers, by cilttin^ the tendon <if 
Achilles : this has by law been made felony. 

Hocks. A vul^r apiiellatioD for the feel. You linre 1^ Ihe 
marks of your dirty hocks on my clean stairs ; a frpquenl 
complaint from a mop !i(]ueezer to a footman. 

Hocus Pocus. Nonsensical words used by jiigglera, provimi* 
to Iheir deceptions, as ii kind of charm, or incantation. ' A 
celebrated writer supposes it lo be a ludicrous corniplioD of ' 
the words hoe est rorpug, lised by the popish priests in con- 
secrating the host: also. Hell Hocus is used to expresi 
drunkenness: as, he is iptite hocus; he is tjuite drunk. 

Hod. Brother Hod ; a familiar name for a bricklayer*! la- 
bourer : from the hod which is used for carrying bricka mid 
morlar. 

' HoDDT DoDDV, ALL A-sK AND NO Bonv. A sliort clitmsy 
person, either male or female. 

HoooB. An abbreviation of Roger: a general name for a 
country booby. 

Hodge Podge. An irregular miKlute for Dumerons' things. 

HoDMANDODS. Suails iu their shells. 

Hog. a shilling. To drive one's hogs; lo snore : Ihe notte 
made by some [lersoDs in snoring, being not much nnlfke 
the uotes of that auiaial. He has brought his hogs to a fine 
market; a saying of any one who has been remarkably 
successful in hts affairs, and is spoken ironically to signifj' 
the contrary. A hog in armour ; an awkward or meau look- ' 
tng man or woman, finely dressed, is said la look like n hog 
in armour. To hog a horse's main ; lo cut it shorl, so (hat ' 
the ends of the hair stick up like hog's bristles. Jonian 
hogs : an appellation given lo the members of St. John's 
College, Cambridge. 

Hoggish. Rude, uiiDauneriy, filthy. 

Hog Gbudbbk. A mean stingy fellow, 

Hooo. Corruption of haul gouU, high taste, or flavour; 
commonly said of flesh somewhat tainted. It has » con- 
founded liogo; it stinks confoundedly. 

Hoist. To go upon the hoist ; lo get into windows arci' 
dentally left open ; Ihis is done by the ajsistance of a cun- 
fedcrate, called the hoist, who leans his head against Ihi' 
wall, making his back a kind of step or ascent. 
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loisT. Tlie ^amt a( sho|<-Ufliag is C4llfil fhf heist : a |ieni>ii 
es{Krt at liiis praclicr is *aiil la be n /[oi»t hvut, 

ioUTiNO. A ludicrous ccremoDy fanncrly periormed on 
•nwty solitipr, the lir»l lime he appeared in rtie fieUf itftcr 
being inarrif«l; it wai nninuged thus : As aooii ai Uie rrfii- 
DKfil, or conipnny. bad (Ejounded th«ir urois tu rest iwliilr, 
three or four men nf the sumo compiiny to which the brtiic- 

EMtm belonged, seiicti iipoii hini, and putting n coiipk ol 
yonets ont af the two roroer» oT liif hat, to represent 

borot, it W9* pliicc<l on hii htaii, the hack part forciaost. 

He «M then hoisted on Ihe sboiilden of two slrgng fcltow!), 
1 carried round the arms, ii drucn and Dfe beHliuK an<l 

nlaytoftbepioneerscalt, named Round Heads and Cuckolds. 

Wi on this occasion, styled the Cuchold'» Uvch : inpaBtiag 
I At oolonrs he was to tHke off his It^ : litis, in tonie rcgi- 

itf, was prHCtiscd by llie afiieers on theii brettiren. 
SolTY-TOiTY. A hgily-loily wench; a giddy, tbouglilless 

remping, i;irl. 
lotBORN-HiLL. To ride backwards up Holborn-hill: to go 

to the fcallow) : the way tu Tyburn, the place of execution 

for criiaiiidU condemned in London, was up that . hill. 

Cfiminid* ^oin^ to nuflcr, always ride backwards, as nonic 

coaceive, to increase the igiiuuiiuy, but mure prubably lo 

prevent them being shocked with a distant view of the 

•Hidnwi; us, in Hwputatiuua, surgeons conceal llie iiistru- 
uls with which they are goin^ to operate. The last 
-Okeaalion at Tyburn, »nd, cousetfuently, the last of Ibit 

tirocesiiun, was in Hi e year 1704, since which the criininali 

liave been executed near Newgale. 
iOLloAT.j A holiday bowkr; a bad bowler. Blind man's bolt- 
' day: (hrkneis, night. It iaalllioliday. ^reALl, Holiday. 
lOLLOW. It was quite a hoJIuw thing; i. Ck certainty, or 
I tleddcd buaines). 
lOLtUW. Among epicures, means poultry. Nothing but 

'htB for dinner. 

lOLV Ground, or Lanu. A well-known region of Si. 
■ Gitts's. An old Janet/ cliaunt ends etery verse thus: — 

•' Fut Hc are Il;c bovi of itic Holy Gn»ncl, 

And we'll dance upon nothing and liiru u> round," 

loLT Lamb. A thorough-paced villain. Iritk. ,. 

lOLT Water. He loves him as the Devil likes holy water ; 
Le. bales hiiti morlally. Holy water, acuoiding to ibe 
~ nau Calhulics, haviug the virtue to chiue away Ibe 
D«viland his imps. 

lOMSST Man. A lerui frequeully used by superiors U> i(i- 
uis. At lioticit a man as any in (be curds wlicu all llic 
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knave. I Har* not call IIum- rogue for 
a quakfr lo an ntlorncy: 1iii( I will 

• gwe thee five {Munds, if Ihou canst find aiij crcdihiblr 
person who wilt say Ihou art an honest man. 

Honest Woman. To marry a woman with whom one bai 

. cohabited as a mislresa, is termed, mailing an honest womaa 
of her. 

BoNBY Moon. The first month after marriage. 

' hoDey; a harmless, foolish, good-natured fellow, 

honey, or all I— d, with them: said of iiersons vrho ar^ 
• cither in the extremity of friendship or eomity, eitlicvc 
' kiuing or fighting, 

HoOD-wiN'KED. Blindfolded by a handkerchief, or oihe -1. 
ligature, bound over the eyes. j 

Hoof. To beat the hoof; to travel on fool. He hoofed ^M 
or beat the hoof every step of Ihc nay from Cheater t- 9 
LondoD. __ 

Hook and Snivey, with Nix the Buffeb. This ri, j*il 
consists in feeding a man and a dog for nothing, and ^^ ' 
carried on thus: Three men, one of whom pretends to b-^^ 
lick and unable to eat, go lo a public -house ; the two we V^ "^ 
men make a bargain with the laudloid for their dinner^^ ' 
and when he is out of sight, feed their prelended licW '' 
companion and dog gratis. 

• Hooked. Over-reached, tricked, caught: a simili 

from fishing. * • ■ • hooks ; fiugers. 

• HooKBB Walker. An expression signifying that tbc 

is not true, or that the thing will not occur. 
1 Hookers. ,Sr« Anolers. 

Hoop. To run Ihe hoop ; an ancient marine custom. Fan ^ 
Of more boys, having their left bauds tied fast to an iro^ 
hoop, and each of them a rope, called a nettle, in ihei « 
right, being naked to the wai»t, wait Ihe signal to begin = 
this being made by a stroke with a cat of niue tails, givesi 
by the boatswain to one of the boys, he strikes Ihe boy b&' 
fore him, and every one does the same : at first, Ihe blotr* 
are but gently administered; but each, irritated by the 
strokes from the boy behind him, at lenglh lays it on in 
earnest. This was anciently practised when a ship wai 
wind-bound. 

Hoop. To heat. I'll well hoop his or her barrel. I'D beat 
biin or her soundly. 

Hop. a dance. Sea term. 

Hopkins. Mr. Hopkins; a ludicrous address to a tame or 
limping man, being a pun on the word hop. 

Hop Merchant. A dancing master. Ser Caprh Mh- 
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UP^'rMY>TUUMB. A tlinuunlive j)et&oii, uiau on wotoaii' 
$)niw>u sui'li a liop-o' tiiy-lliiiuib, llwl a pigcMii >illiiis 
OM Iki >liuulil(tr, uii^bt |)ii:k u [ira out uf Iivr a-se. . 
T-'CIUI-AMG0- Having larut! ptuJFclirji; ItuttiMrkat J'ruSi 
,i))jclf rt-Mriu Malice la a biaail basket, called u kopfimr' or 
lia|iprl, •V'lrti by husbanifmMi, for L-unlaiiitng seed-Ottrn, 
nffeV ilivy tnvi the litud. ,.■ .i)l 

Olrl'Ut DllCKBRS. SiloM. Catil. It 

grrjlMu CiiLES. A jeering appt^llation ^ivcn to tiiijt feao» 
«|lp liiu|)a,. ur ii lame; St. Giles was llie lultiin uf crippir*, 
Itpcr*. &c. Cliiirc-lies dcdicnted to that sainl <.-orainMily 
*JU(l,,i>ut of town, nxaay a( Ihciu liiivin^ Inrvii I'JMfieh 
M bospiUU. .^I'f GvLES. 

,fU» Twio. To TIKI uway. Cant. 
)klf,^OUC'. A leniporarv priapiiiai. 
OtM ^AiR. An aiiuual fair belJ at CLarllon. m Ktut, mi 
/$r.,J^o's day. tlic I8II1 uf Oi^luber. It cuiisisis uf a riol' 
,4M^ tuub, wlio, after a printed suDimuns dUperacil ibnMtgli 
Uw B(Uat:«ut tuwiis, meet at Cuckold's Point, near Deptfuni, 
jtiul msrtfa from llience, in prucessiuu, through lliul Ion ti 
aii^iP"^'^^'*-'^ *** Cbaritou, witli borns of dUferent kindi 
Uffou Uii-ir beads; and at llie fair there arc ^old man 
konm, and every sort of toy uiaile uf born ; even Ibe ginger- 
bwfd ^gures have bonis. Tbe vidgar tradilioti gives Uie 
foluiwing history of the origiu of this fair: Kiug Jobn, 
or gotat other of our nncieut kings, being at the palaue of 
EUfaam, in this neigh bourliood, and having ti«en out 
hunting one day. rambled from hii company to tbi* place, 
.tbe|> » DieUD haiulet; when entering a cottage to inquire' 
im tyay, be waH struck with tbe beauty of Ibe mktnM, 
.^tbvinbe found aluue; and having prevailed over hen mo- 
inly, tbe bunbaiid returned suddenly, surpriaed them 
togelber, and thieutened to kill tbem botb; th« king was 
oMiged to discover himself, and to compound for bii Mifcty 
by a purse uf guld, and a grant of Uie land from tbis 
^cc to Cuckold's Puiul, beaideii makiu!; the btuband 
inailer of the hamlet. It u added, that, in memory of this 
fisnl, ittid the occaxiutt uf il, ibiii fair was established, for 
the aale of bxrii^, and all sorta of good» made with tbal 
TdtTrt' A sermon is preacbcil at Charlton church on 
ike fiiir day. ' ' 

DIRIVIKP. Cuckolded. ' " 

DBN, Uau. a person uxlrcuely jealous of his wi& if 
Mid lu be buru mad; also, a cuckold wlio doe* nut oot 
III. Ivtwl hii boma easily- 

OKH«. To draw in one's bornii: to retract an assertion 
lear: metaphor borrowHl from a snail, who. on Uie 
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nppreliension of d^in^tr, draws in Ms boms, nnd relirci hi 

liw sliell. 
Horn Work. Cuckold-aiakiiig. 

HoBSE Buss. A kUs with u loud smack : hUo, a bile. 
Horse CosER. A dealer in borseii ; vulgarly and corruftllv 

proaouuced Aorie courier, Tbe verb to cok wus used, bjf 

the Scots, in the sense of bartering or exchanging, 
HoRSS GoDMOTKBR. A large masculine woman, i gtiitlt- 

man-lilie kind of lady. 
Horse's Meal. A mtal wilbout drinking. 
HosTKLER. Oat-steiiler. Hosteler wu^ originally the »Uk 

for an inu-keeper; inns being, in old Euglish, sljled lK»teb, 

from the Freitcli, signifying the same. ' 

Hot ("ot. Ale itnd brandy made hoL 
Hot Stomach. He has so hut a xtuniiieb, llmt be iniin» 

all the clothes off his back ; said of one who pamw bt' 

clothes to (lurcbase li<|uor. 
HotsE, or Tenement, to Let. A widow's weed*: itw. 

an achievement marking tlie death of a husband. Ml up 

on the outside of a mamiun ; both suppose<l to iiidioir 

that tbe dolorous widow waots a male eouiforler. 
HOXTBR. An uiside pocket. Citnt. 
HoTDON. A romping girl. 
Hoys. Shoplifting. Cant. 
HDBBLE-BCiiKl.li!. Confusion. A bubble-bubble felbtWi > 

man of confused ideas, or one thick of tpeech, wImm t»«nl' 

sound like water bubbling out of a bottle : aUo, an tatvi- 

ment used for smoking through water iu tlie Ewt ll)li><^> 

called likewise a caloon, and hooker. 
HubbUd. a noiie, riot, or difitutbauce. 
HccKLE MT Bt;PF. Bcer, egg. aud brandy, made hot. 
HvcKBTERS. Itinerant retailers of proHsiuus. He i< 

huckoters' Uaiida ; he is in a bad way. 
Hv&. To lasfa. Tbe coio was hued in tlte naikin : the TVS'" 

WHS soundly lashed in bridewelL Cant. 
Huff. To reprove, or scold at, any one: also, to Uut^'' 

bounce, ding, or swagger. A captain buff; a noted ImH}- 

To stand tbe huff; to lie answerable for the reckouJBgini 

public house. 
Hug. To bug brown bess ; to curry a firelock, or serre^ 

a private soldier. He bugs it si the Devil hup * 

witch ; said of one who holds any thing as if he were >f»W 

of loEJog il. 
Hugger Mugger. By stealth, privately, without mAH 

an appearance. They spent their money in u bugler mug' 

gerway. 
HUEKY, nr HULBING. A gieat bulky fellow ; an ofcTgn"" 

clumsy lout or fellow. 
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IM, or fluMSVC. To deceive, or lihf>6«e'«T any'otfe by 
anme story or device. A liumliug; a jocidar imfHuilion, or 
deception. To hutn and linw ; to bcsitale in speeeli : nU», 
to delay, or be with difiiculty tirouglit to conieiit to nny 
matter or biieiness. 
IVM Bmv. a pulpit. 

HtiM Cap. Very old and strong lioer; called, aho, slitigo. 

•• See Stin«0. 

U^U Drum. A hnni drum fellow ; a dull tedious narrator, 
a bore : aho, n set of gentlemen wlio (Builey nays) used to 
mret aenr the Charter-house, or ut the King's Head, iu Si. 
Joha'j Street, who had more of pleasanlr}', und kss of mys- 
tery, tliati the Freemasons. 

Bom Durgeon. An imaginary illness. He has got the hum 

* durgeon, the tliickest part of bis thigh is nearest his a-se ; 

* i. r. nothing ails liim except low spirits. 
BVMMBR. A great lie, a rapper. .See Rapper. 
Hdmmuhs. a bagnio, or bathing-house. 

BUMP. To hump; once a fasbionalilc term fur copulation. 
■OHPTY DtiuPTV. A little huinply duuiply uian or woman ; 
I a short, clumsy person of either sex: also, ale boiled with 
[ brandy. 

nCMS. Persons at churcb. There is a great number of litims 
in the aulem ; there h a great congregation in the church. 
EcMSratiM. A musical instrument made of a ma|iEtick. a 
bladder, and some packlhread, thence also calleil a bladder 
and string and hurdy-gurdy : it ii played on like a violin, 
which is sometimes ludicrously calleil ahumstriim: aunie- 
'tiines, instead of a bladder, a tin canister is used. 
lONCH. To jostle or thruil. 
'VNCH-BACKGD. Hump-backed. 

~ BEF. A dried bull's pizgle. How the dubber serve<l 
lil witb bung beef; how the turnkey heat the fctluw 
HUIiabuli'«piKile. 
lUNKS. A covetous miserable fellow, a miser: nlso, the 

of a famous bear mentioned by Ben Jonaou. 
iONTtNU. Drawing in unwary persons to play or game. 
Cant. 

INTSVP. The reveille of huntsmen, sounded on the French 
horn, or other iuslruaient. 
IHDY GuRDY. A kind of fiddle, originally made, perhaps. 

" gourd. See lltiMSTittiM. 
BLv fiuBLY. A rout, riot, buiille, or confuiioti. 
Hush the cull; murder the fellow. 
Money. Money given to hush up or conceal a ruh- 
(ery, tbeft, or any other oU'ence, or to lake olflbe evidence 
apfWHrJag against a crimiiiat. 

An abbreviatiou of hntisewife; but now always ntpd 
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a* B tprm of reprnacli : as. How now, liiissy 'I ur, Slip i: 

light hussy. 
Huzza. Said to have bscii orii;iii8lly the cry of the huitiiiris 

or Hungarian light horse ; but now the nntional shout c 

the English, both civil and military : in the sea plirase termc 

a cheer; to give three cheers bein^ to huzKa thrice. 
Hyp. The hypochondriac; low spirits. He is hypped; 

has got the Hue devils, ftc. 
Hyp, or MtP. A moileof cnliing loany one pj^ing by. H»^ I 

Miclmel, your head's on lire ; a piece of vulgar wit to a r-^nl ' 

haired man. 
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JABBER, To talk thick and fa>t, as great praters uwalFi 
do ; to chatter like a magpie : also, to speak a foreign tan- 
guage. He jabliercd to me i» his damned outlanilish p«rlN 
vuus, but I could not underslund him ; he chattered to me 
iu French, or some other foreign language, but I could not 
understand him 
Jack. A farthing. A small howl, servini; a; the mark (ot 
bowlers. An instrument for pulling off booln. 
A post.<:haise. Cant. 
ACK Adams. A fool. Jnck Adams's parish; Clerkenwc)!- 
ACKANAPEs. An ape. A |>ert, ugly, liltle fellow. 
ACKED. Spavined. A jacked horse. 

ACKKT. To jacket a person, or cfap a jacket on him. '^ 
nearly synonymous n\l\i bridging him. See BBitHiE. Uul 
this term is more properly applied to removing a van ^ 
underhand and vile menus from any birth or situation kc 
enjoys, commonly with a view to supplant him; thertfutri 
when a person is supposed to have fallen a victim to Micb 
infamous machinations, K is said to have been ajaekrttiH 
concern. 
Jack in a Box. A sharper, or cheat. A child in the mothrr') 

womb. 
Jack in an Office. An insolent fellow in authority. 
Jack Ketch. The hangman. Vide Derrick and KriciL 
Jackmkn. .See Jahkmen. 
Jack nasty Face. A sea term, signifyiue a cotBOH* 

sailor. 
Jack op Legs. A (all long-legged roan : also, a giant Mid to 
be buried in West on-church -yard, near Baldock, in HeKford- 
iihire, where there are two slooes fourteen feet dutu'i 
said to be the head and feet stones of his grave. Thi> 
giant, says Salmon, as fame goes, lived in a wood berci ■ix' 
was a great robber, but a generous one ; for he plundtrN 
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Abe ri<.-li (II Tci'tl lire poor. He fteijUiriiUy louk btiail I'ur 
tbiii purpose fniin the Bnldnck bakers, ulio, catcliing liiiii 
IM au advantagi^, put out his eyes, and Htlerwarili hanged 
"n upon a kuull in Baldock-tield. Al his death, he madi? 
« request, which was, Uiat he might have his how and 
row put into his hand, and, en shooting it off, wlirre the 
row I'ell they would hury him; which being granted, 
e arrow Icll in Weston-church-yard. Aiiove seventy years 
o, a very large thigb-bone was taken out uf the church 
est, where it had lain many yt-ars for a show, and was sold 
by tlie clerk to Sir John Tradescaul, who, it is snid, put il 
RDiong the rarities of OxTord. 

Pudding. The merry-Hnilrew, sany, or jester. In u 
nouatebank. 

£ RitBiNSOX. Bcfiire oue ciiuld say Jack Uubtnsou; 9 
Mying to e«preM a very short time ; uriginnting frcim a 
Kry vulatile i^ntl^man uf tiiat appellation, who woiilil call 
W bis neighbours, and begone before his name coutd be 
Hinouuc«d. 
CK Spbat. a dwarr, or diminutive leltow. 

K Tail A sailor. 
CK Wbigbt. a Cat roan. 

Vhobb. a large, masculine, overgruwn weiicli. 
CKY. Gin. Speaking of the Sfvm Dials, the author of 
BandatI (a Fragment) poetically says. 
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BDB. A soA fellow, a fool, a spooney, or itmocenl. 

eOB. A ladder; (lerhaps front Jacob's dream. Canf. 

&lso, the common name for a jay; jays being usually taught 

to say. Poor Jacob ! a cilp uf sack fur Jacob. 

DoBiTEfi. Sham or collar shirts : also, parlizaus for the 

Ruurl family ; from the name uf (he abdicated king, i. e. 

fames, or Jacobus. 

A term of reproach to women. 
buB. A ditch ; perhaps, from Jakes. 

u Birds. PHsoners. 

ES. A house of ofivce, u cacatoriuui. 
RMBD. Hanged, Cant. 

tzARiES. The mob, sometimes so called: also, hiiiltn! 

eir setters, and fulluwers. 
lUNNBD. Ordained. To be japanned; to enter into holv 
Mers, to become a clergyman, to put on the black elotb*; 

rem the colour of the japan ware, which is black. 

X. A Mel. 

•XMEN. Those who fabricate counterfei( passes, licenses, 
md cerlificales, for beggars. 
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Jabvis, or Jarvy. A liMkoev coachman. Cent. 

Jason'A Flbbcb. a citifclD cheated of his gold* 

Jaun. To discorer. Scotch camt. 

Jaw. Speech, diseoune. Give us noBe of your jaw i lei us> 
have none of ]f6ur discourse. A jaw-me-dead ; a tfilk«live^ 
fellow. Jaw work; a cry used in fairs by the sellers 
of nuts. 

Jawing Tacklb on Board. To be saucy or impudknU 
Sea slang. 

Jazbt. a bob wig. 

Idba-*Pot. The knowledge-box, the head. See Knowledgb- 
Box. 

JcFFY. It will be done in a jefiy ; it will be done in a short 
space of time, in an instant. 

Jbhu« To drive Jehu-like ; to drive furiously ; from m king 
of Israel of that name, who was a famous charioteer, and 
mentioned as such in the Bible. 

Jbm.> a goM ring. CanL 

Jbmmt. a crow. This instrument is much used by iiousc- 
breakers. Sometimes called Jemmy Rook. 

Jemmy Fellow. A smart spruce fellow. 

Jenny. An instrument for lifting up the grate or top of a 
show-glass, in order to rob it CanL 

Jbrby. a fog or mist. CttnL 

Jerrycummumble. To shake^ towzle, or tumble abonU 

Jerry Sneak. A henpecked husband ; from a celebrated 
character in one of Mr. Foote's plays, representing a man 
governed by his wife. 

Jbisamy. a smArt, jemmy fellow, a fopling. 

Jesuit. See Box the Jesi^it. 

JBBumcAi.. Sly, evasive, equivocal. A Jesuitical answer ; 
an equivocal answer. 

Jet. a lawyer* Autem jet ; a parson. 

Jew. a tradesman who has no iiiith ; i. e. will not give credit. 

Jew's Eye. " That's worth a Jew's eye;" a pleasant or agree- 
able sight : a saying taken from Shakspeare« 

Jibber the Kibber. A method of deceiving seamen, by 
fixing a candle and lanthorn round the neck of a horse, one 
of whose fore feet is tied up ; this, at night, has the appear- 
ance of a ship's light. Ships bearing towards it, run on 
shore, and, benig wrecked, are plundered by the inhabitants. 
Tins diabolical device, it is said, has been practised by tbe 
inhabitants of our western coasts. 

Jio. A trick. A pleasant jig; a witty arch trick n: aUo^ a 
lock or door. The feather-bed jig ; copulation. 

Jigger. A whipping-post : also, a door. Sea cant. 

Jilt. A tricking woman, who encourages the addresses of « 
roan whom slie means to deceive and abandon. 
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JiLTBB. imecteil by a wuuiaH wbo Las cticoufasetf u ui; 

JlxeLK BoxRS. Lealiieni Javhi tipped wUli silver, and hung; 

nbh bells furuterly in u»« auionx fuddli^ cs)is. Canf. 
JmeLK BRAIN'S. A wild, thnUKlUle*!, rattling, fellow. 
JlROtSRs. Horse cubers, frei|ueiiling ctiDiitnr feirs. 
I«KOB*MUS. A iitu|tid fellow. 
UlMfT TAKERS, ijsureri who bIIcihI ihr gumtiit^-tubln, itml 

knd money iit i^riut jirrmruins. 
ImpuKk- a Liiod«ra i-^m fur » liwly of eu»y viitac. 
iMcatMO. Encruacbing. 
txPlA Wipe. A silk humi kerchief. 
iMBlM. Black Imlir»i Nrwcaalle. 

iNDORSBR. A sodomite. To indorse with a cudgel ; to drub 
Or beat u man over tlie back with a slick, to lay cane uport 
Ab«l. 
lNR)(rRl»sini.iW. Hrcechca. 

I.S IT. To let anutlirr partake of any benefit or acquiailion 
yoa have acquired by robbery, ur i>lberwis«, i« called pmtting 
Iiim IB it: n /timilff-man «lio is acuidenlally witness to a 
Uibben, Sic. etTccled by oue or more others, will say to lh« 
bttefi Mind, i'ui in U ; which is generally acceded to, being 
tile establiihcd custom ; bol there seem more of courtesy _ 
liian rifibt iu this practice. 
IkklB Wbavkbs. Supposed to be a very brotherly set of 
(Wtple; " ■> great as two inkle wcavert" being a proverbial 
laying. 
InUID. Well inbiid ; in easy circumatances, rich er well M 

pwa. 
Inkocknts, One of the innocents; a weak ur simple pereon, 

■mm or noman. 
Ikbide and Outside. The inside of a '•'■ and the oulsid« 

of a gaid. 
Jn thr Wind. Drank. Sta ttrm. 
IM Town. Flush of money ; brftehrd. 

Job. a Kuinea. Any concerted robbery, which ix to be ex- 
cnl«d at a certain time, is spoken of by the parlies iis the 
Jut, or having a Job to do at such a place ; and in this case 
M rvgutur prfparaliuni are made, and an great debates held, 
wi about any legal buainesg undertakeu by the industrious 
|Mrt vt the ctiinmunity. 
Iflo. Any robbery. To do a job ; to commit some kind of i 

rsMMify. 
lOD. To reprove or rvprefaend. Cambridge term. 
TomtTvan. A rcfiroof, 
ioeBBftKOl-K. The head. 
IOB'S CoMIVBT. Re|»n>of imlciid of conaolalKin. 
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. Job's Compoktbr. One who briiiga new* of some iidditional 

L mbfurtunr. 

I Job's Dock. He is laid up in Job's dock -. i.e. in a salivation. 

I The apartments for the foul ar venereal palients in St. Bar- 

B tbolumew'a hospital are called Job's ward. 

I Jock, or Crowdv-Hbaded Jock. A jeering appellation Tor- 

I a north rountry seamao, particularly A collier ; Jock bcttsje^ 

I a cominon iianie, and crowHy the chief food, of the low«-r 

W order of the people in Northtimberlami. 

I Jock, or Jockum-clov. To enjoy a wumati. 

lioCKUM Gagb. a chamber-pot, Jordan, looking-glass, c"* 

C inembcr-iuiiii. Canl. 

I JoGD'TBOT. To keep nn a jogg-trot ; to get on with a sIo^m^ 

I but regular pace. 

I JOGUE. A shilling. Cant. 

I Johnny-Bum. A he or jackass-, so called by a ladv (hsC 

I affected to be estrtmely politeand modest, who woutdrtol**)^ 

L Jack because it was vulgar, nor ass because it was inttecenl. 

I JdhnkY'Raw. a gawky countryman ; as stupid as a wag^D- 

I Joint. To hil a joint in carving, the operator must think of 

I a cuckold. To put one's nose out of juint ; to rival one in 

I the favour of a patron or mistress. 

f Jolly Dog. A merry facetious fellow; n bon vivant, who 

K never fliuches from bis glass, nor crirs lo gn home to bed. 
Jolly, or Joti.y Nob. The be^d. I'll lump yunr jolly nnb 

f for you ; I'll give you a knock on the bead. 

L iOLTBR Head. A large head; metaphorically a itupid felleir. 

I JoNNOK, Game, up to the mark. He h jonnok ; meaning ■ 

I . good man. L^n. dialed. 

I Jordan. A chamber-put. 

B Jorum. A jug, or large pitcher. 

I Joseph. A womao's great coat: hIxo, a sheepish baihful 

I young fellow : an allusiou to Joseph who fled from Poli- 

I p bar's wife. You are Joaephna rex; you are jo-king, i.e. 

I jokiug. 

I JoGKiN. A countryman. The drop'Covc maced tlic joskin of 

I twenty quid ; the ring-dropper cheated the counlrymm of 

I , twenty guineas. 

I Jowl. The cheek. Cheek by Jowl ; close together, or cbeek 

I to cheek. My eyes, how the cull iiucked the bluwen's jowl ; 
he kissed the wench handsomely. 
Irish Apricots. Potatoes. It is a common Joke against the 
Irish vessels to say they are loaded with fruit and timtier; 
that is, potatoes and broomsticks. Irisb assurance ; a bold 
forward behaviour : as, being dipped in the river Slyx 
formerly supposed to render jwrsons invulnerable, M it 
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tHiil lliiil u tl4i iu llii; rivut Sliuuuuii tuUUy tuuiiliiblca Intali- 
I'uliirM : wlic'iice uriM!!! ihu saying of an imputleut Imlimwi, 
lltui he bB4 beet) dippeii in the Sliaunon. 

iKltil Rmuty. a womitri witli two black eyes. 
f iHI»H Legs. Tliiek \egs, .ji>culafl;y ityled the Irtitt arms. 
It H taid of tite Irish tvumitn, timl lliey have a dispcnsalign 
I the Pope to wear the thick end of Ihm legs down- 

, .mirda. 

BON. Money in general. To polish the king's iron with one's 
^ebrows; to look out of grated or prison windows, or, as 
Ine liialiman exprcssei Ihein, the iron glass windows. . Iron 
dwiblct; a prison. SerSrofiE Doublet. 

BOHMortGBR'.<i Shop. To keep an ironioooger's shop by the 
■ide of a common, where the sheriff «et8 one up ; to he 
hanged in ehains. Iron-bound ; Ucitij. An iroo'bound hat; 
« siner-JHced hat. 

M,«HD. Ne drank out of the buttle till lie saw the island ; 
Ifae island i* the rising bollout of a wine-bottle, wliicb ap- 
pevis like an island hi the centre, before the bottle is quito 
nupty. 

I, OF Bishop. So named frou the good orlbodoi nieod, 
oiMBposed of port wine and roasted oranges or lemons. 
O^. tJnh. cant. 

SLE OF BuLL-Dous. From the satellites in the provlof'a 
bcnitjtbere. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

IsLB or Flip. From the generous fluid that springeth froui 
«gg« and sherry. O^. Univ. cant. 

Ule OP MATUtcuLATiON. FirsI emrunce into the Uuivcisi- 
OxJ. cant. 

Itchland. or Scratchland, Scotland. 

lUDQB. A famil^-Tuan, who»e talents ond experience have 
rendered him a complete adept in bis profesniun, and who 
mU with a systematic prudence on all occasions, is allowed 
Id be. and euUed by bis friends, a fint judge. 

IVDOBMKNT. I'rudenec; economy in acting; abilities (the 
inult of long experience) fur executing the most intricate 
•nd haxardous projects; any thiii)j accomplished in n 
nuuterly manner is, therefore, aaid to have been done with 
jttdgmrnt : on coiicerlirig or (dauniog any operations, 
|Mrty will lay, 1 think it would be jW^emCTiMo do 
to, aeaoing expedient to do it. 

lODT. A bioKcn : bat sometimes used when speaking lamili< 
afly of any woinnii. 

Idoklow. a dog. 

f BOSLBR's Box. i'he engine for liutniri^ culprits in the baud. 
Cat. 

Jdkbom. a licuane. .,* ■ 

JohbLBCUT-Lank. a iouf;li rodd or liini-. 
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Jump. The .iiitnp, or dining-raoin jimip; a spctics of fob- 
btty «ffFct4rd by Bsceiiditij a ladder placed, by » ehiim lamp- 
lighter, aguinst llii: house intendnl tu be robbed. It U to 
called because, should the lamp-lighter be put to flight, the 
thief wfao aictuded the ladder has no meanij of escaping but 

' that of JBDiping down. 

JCHPBHa. Persons who rob houses by getting in at the win- 
dows : abo, H set uf Methodists established iu South Wniei i 
ako, > ten-penny pictie, Scotch cant, 

JONIPKR Lbctdrr. a rotiud scolding bout. 

Jury Leo. A woodew leg: iiuJIusion toajury ma«t, which is 
a temporary subslllute for a mast tarried away by a Hlorni, 
ur any other accident. Sea phrax. 

Jury Mast. AJonrfltVr« mast ; i.e. a mast to» the day or 
occasion. 

Ji;3T'ASS. A pnnujn^ appellation for a justice. 

tvoKf EG. Teeth. How Die swell fla^illcd bis ivories ; bow Ike 
gentletnan showed his teeth. To sluice llie ivories ; to 
drink. 

Ivy Bush. Like an owl in an ivy bush ; a simile fivr a 
meagre or weasel-fuced nun, with a targe wig, or very busliy 
faMtr. 



s a clever picklock, 
niployed to load and tink>ad llie OOaJ 



KATE. A picklock. Tis a rum hale ; 
Cant. 

Kbkl Bcllibs. Men i 
vessels. 

KBCLHAtruNQ. A punishment in use among the Dutch Ma* 
men, in which, fur certain olfeuccs, the deiinfjucnt is drawn 
once, or ol\ener, under the ship's keel; ludicrously defiDed, 
undei^oiug a great hard-ship. 

Kbep. To inhabit. L — d, where do you keepi i.e. when 
are your rooms 1 Acadrmiral pkresf. Moliier, your 
lit won't keep ; your ilaiighter will not preserve lici 
vii^inily. 

Kkepinc Cully. One who keeps a mistress, as he supposes, 
for his own use, but really for that of the public. 

Kkep it up. To prolong a debauch. We kept it up 
finely last night : metaphor drawn from the game of shut- 
tlecock, 

Kkpful. A horse, Welch. 

Kblp. a hal. To ktlp a person, is to move your bal 
to him. 

Kkltbk. CoDdttion, order. Out of keltcr ; out iif order. 

Keltsb. Munev. 
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Kkmi-'s Mour19. VViHi»iu Kemp, said lo ha*e been Ihu on- 
ffim\ Dugberry, in Much Adia about Nothing, danced u 
morritt IVohi Luudou to Nomieli in nine duys : of wbich be 
I'rinted the uccounl, A. D. 1600, entitled, " Kemp's Arm 
f)tii/»' Wonder," SfC. 

Kehii's Shoes. Would I had Kemp'« shoes to throw after 
yon. Btn Jonton. Perlia^is Kemp wai a man remarksblc 
for bia good luck or Curtune ; Ihrmnng au olil shoe of ^hoes 
after any one tfoing on an int|K)rtant busioojs, being, by the 
vulgar, deemed lucky. Obioleit. 

Kkn. a house. A bub ken, nr ii bowman ken ; a well fur- 
nished bouse : aUo, a house Ihnt hnrbours thieves. Bitiag 
the ken; rubbing the house. Cant, 

Ken Miller, or Ken Crackkr. A housebreaker. Cant. 

Kent. A coloured pocket Imtid kerchief of cotton or Unen. 

Kent-Street Ejectment. To lake airuy the street door : a 
method practised by the landlords iu Kent-streel. South- 
wark, when their tenants are above a fortnight's reiif in 

Kbuhy Shcuhity. Bond, pledge, oath, and keep Ibe money. 

Ketcu. Jack Ketch ; a general name for the finishen of 
the law, or hangmen, ever since the year 1683, when 
the office was filled by a famous practitioner of lliat umuic, 
of whom his wife said, thiit any bungler migbt put a man 
to death, but only her husband knew liow to make a gentle- 
mau (lie sweetly. This oDicer is meutiuned iu Itutler's 
(iliost, page 54, published about 1G02, in tite foliuwiug 

" Till Keteh, ohierving hCoBS cliOiU'd. 
And in bia prof U much atnu'it. 
Id opeiv hall the trilMle duaa'd. 
To do bis office, or rcfuuil." 

Mr. Kclch had not long been elevated to his office ; for the 
name of his predecessor. Dun, occurs in the forucv iiart of 
this poem, page 29 : 

" For joo youtjrir lo set squire Dun, 
Sunh ignoirunj ne'er saw ihc son. 

The addition of " squire," with which Mr. Dun is Itere dlg- 
uilied, is a mark that he had beheaded some sl^ite criminal 
for high treason ; an operation which, according to enstom, 
for time out of mind, has always entitled the operator to 
that diBlinctiott, The predecessor of Dun w-.ts Grrgofy- 
Bratidoii, from whom the gallows was called the Grcgoriax 
tree ; by which name it is menlimieil in the prologue to 
Mercurius Praguialicus, trag>-uoai«dy, acted at Pari*, &c. 
1041 : 
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Dolb lew bii faie from Ihe Uregorimi-lrtc." 

Gregory Brandon succeeded Dprrtck. Set Dkruick. 

Kbttlb Drums. Cupid's kettle drums; u wuDmnV brfsslt; 
called hy sailors cliest and bedding. 

Krttle of Fish, When a person lias perplesed lib affain 
in general, or an^ particular business, he » said to have 
made a fine kellleof fish of il. 

Kick. A sixpence, when s]>«akiiig of compouuil sums oaly : 
as, three and a kick, U ihree und sixpence, Ac. 

KiCKCRAPoo. Dead. AVgro word. 

Kicks. Breeebes. A high kick ; ttie top of the fashion. 11 
is all Ihe kick ; it is Ihe present mode. Tip us your kicks, 
we'll have them m well as yotir lour ; pull oft' your breeches, 
for we must have them as well as your money. A kick in 
the |uls ; a dram of gin or any other spirituous liquor. A 
kick up; a disturbance: also, a bop, or dance. An odil 
kick in one's gallop ; a strange whim or peculiarity. 

KicKSBYS. Breeches. 

Kickshaws. French dishes: corruption of qutlque ehote. 

Kick thr Bucket. To die. He kicked the bucket one day: 
he died one day. To kick the clouds before Ihe hotel <lfMr; 
i. e. to be hanged. 

Kid. a little dapper fellow. A child. The blowen has 
napped the kid ; the girl is with child : aUo, a child of eilhcr 
sex ; but particularly applied to a boy who cnmuiencea thief 
at an early age ; anil when, by his dexterity, he haa become 
(amous, he is called, by his acquaintance, the kid su and 
BO, mentioning liis simaue. 

Kid, To coax, or wheedle, to inveigle, to amuse o man, or 
divert his attention while another robs him. The aneaksman 
kidded the cove of the ken, while his pall frisked il ; 
the (bief amused the master of Ihe house, while his com- 
paniou robbed il, 

Kidder. A foreUaller. Sit Crdckeii, Kidilcrs arc tlao 
persons employed by the gardeners to gather jieas. 

KlDDV. A thief of the lower order, who, when be ii 
breeched, by a course of succesiiful depredatiim, dr«M» in 
Ihe extreme of vulgar gentility, and aA'ecIs u kncwingueM in 
his air aifd conversation, which renders him, in reality, un 
object of ridicule ; such a nne is pronounced, by hi) uso- 
ciates of Ihe same class, hjlaik kiddy, or a rolling kid^jf' 
Mj/ kiddy is a familiar term used by these gentry in addieu- 
ing each ullter. 

KinoY Nippers, Tailors out of work, who cut off l(u 
waistcoat pockets of Iheir btetliren, when cross-legged on 
llicir board, (hereby gtubbliug their bit. Cant. 

Kiu Lay. Kngues who make it their business to defraud 
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young apiirenlices, or erruiiO-boys, of gouJs coDimilted In 
lli«ir charge, by prevuiliDg on them to execute some Irifliiig 
message, preleiiiling lo lake care of tbcir jiarccls till ihey 
touif back : these ure, iu cant terms, said to he on the 
ktd by. 
KiDNAPPEft. Originally, one wbo stole or decoyed children 
or a|ipreiilices from their parents or iiia«tera, to send them 
lo the colonies; called, also, sptritiog: but now used for all 
recruiting crimps for the iiia^'s troops, or those of the East 
India Company, and agents for indenturing servants fur the 
plantatiuns, &-c. 
KiDNRY. Diaposition, principles, humour. Of a ttrauge 
kidney : of an odd ut iiiiaccuuntable humour. A man of a 
diAereiit kidney; a man of difTcrenl girinciples. 
KlDRiG. Meeliiig a child in Ihe streets, who iv going 
on some errand, und, by a fdUe. but well fabricated, story, 
obtaining any parcel or goods it may be carrying : thi« 
game is practised by two |>ersons, who have each their 
respective parts to play, and even )>orters and other grown 
persons are sometimes defrauded of their load by this arli- 
lice. To kid a person out of any thing, is to obtain it 
from him by means of a false pretence; as, that you were 
sent by a third person, &c. : such impositions are all gene- 
rally termed the kidrig. 
Kin's F.YE. A ti'penny piece. Scotch cant. 
KlLKBNNV. An old frieze coat. 
KiLt Devil. New still-burnt rum. 
Kill Priest, Port wine. 

KiMBAW. To trick, cheat, or cozen: also, to beat, or to 

bultj. Let's kimbaw the cull; let's bully the fellow. 

To set one's arms a-kimbaw, vulgarly pronounced a-kimbo, 

is, to rest one's hands on the hips, keeping the elbews 

square, and sticking out from the body ; an insolent, bally' 

ing attitude. Cant. 

Kinchin. A little child. Kinchin coves; or))tnin beggar 

boys, educate<l in thieving. Kinchin inurls ; young gtrU 

under the like circumstances and training. Kinchin 

murts, or coves in slates ; beggars' children carried at 

(heir mother's backs iu sheets. Kinchin cove ; a hitle man. 

Cant. 

Kingdom come. He ii gone to kingdom come ; he is dead. 

King John's Men. He is one of King John's men, eight 

score to Ihe hundred : a saying of a little undcrsiKcd 

^ Kino ov thb Gypsies. The captain, chief, or ringleader, 
of the gang of misrule: in the cant language called also the 
nprighl man. 
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King's bad Barcaik. One of the king's liittl Lu-pmus ; n 
inaliiigerur, or soldJrr, wlin sliirk« 4iis duly. 

King'§ Head Inn. or Cheqvek Inn, inNbwgatb Strbbt. 
Tlie prison of Newgate. 

King's Pictures. Coin, moiiev. 

King's I'late. Fellers. 

KiNGswooD LiuN. All ass. Kingswood U futnous for llie 
great number of asses kept by the colliers who inliabil thai 
l>Iacc. 

Kip. The skiu of a large calf, iu Uic language of llic rxelM'- 
office. 

KiPPlNQ. Playing the truant. Scotch term. 

Kissing Cbust. That part where the loavis have toticfaeil 
the oven. 

Kiss MINE A-BE. Au offer, as Fielding observes. " very fie- 
<]uently made, hut never, as be could learn, literally accept- 
ed." A hiBi mine a-se fellow; a 3vco]ihaiit. 

Kit. a dancing- master ; so called froin his kit or 4:illcni, a 
small fiddle, which daiming-utasters always carry Khout 
with Ihem, to play to their scholars. The kit is liktwise 
the whole of a soldier's nccesaaries, the coolcnts of his 
knapsack ; and is used ulwi to cKpress the tvholc of ilif- 
fereot commodities; as. Here, lake the whole kit; i. e. 
lake all. 

Kitchen Physic. Food, good meat roasted or boiled. A 
little kitchen physic will set hiui up ; he has more need sf ■ 
cook than a doctor. 

Kittle pitchering. A jocular method of hobbliuK Or 
bothering a trouhleaorac teller of long stories: this k 
done by contradicting some very iinmuterial circuimlanee 
1^ the beginning of the narration, tlie ohJecUotiB to 
which being settled, others arc iouiiedialety started to 
tome new partieubr of lUic coutetiuence : thus iu|wdiBg, 
or. rather, not suffering him to enter into, the main 
story. Kittle pitchering is oflen practised in eoufederacy, 
one relieving the uUier, by which the design is rendered le» 
obvious. 

Kittys. Effects, furniture, stock iti trade. To seize one's 
kiltys ; to take his sticks. 

Knack Shop. A toy-shop, a nick-nack-atory. 
. Knap. To steal, take, receive, accept, according to Uk 
sense it is used in: as, to knap a (tout. \a to steal ■ 
pocket-huiidkerchief : to knap the swag from your palt, 
is to lake from blm the property be has Just !>to}en, for 
the puqwie of carrying it : to kiuip kvch or fourteen pet'- 
worth, is to receive »eiitencc of transput tat ion for seven 
or fourteen years: to knap tfte glim, is to catch Ihc vene- 
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real dUcasc : in nmkJng a bargain, lo knap llic sum uAVj't'tl 
you, is to ac(;e|>l it ; siwaking of a woinua, 5U|)|iospi) to be 
pregnutrt, it is common to say, I believe Mr. Ktiap h con- 
cerned, meaning ihal slie hus knapp'd. 

KnappersPoli.. a slicep's ttead. Cant- 

Knapping a Jacob from a Duvagan-Dbao. Thi* is a cu- 
rious specie* of robbery, or, rutiier, borrowing without 
leave, fur the purpose of robbery; it signifies taking 
away the abort ladder from a uighlinaii's cart, while t)ic 
men are gone into a house, the privy of which they ar« 
employed in emptying, in order to effect an ascent to n 
one-pair-of-stairs window, to scale a garden-wall, &c. after 
which the ladder, of course, is left to rejoin its master as 
it can. 

Knavb in Orain. A knave of the firet rate : ajihrase hot- 
rowed from the dyehouse, where certain cplours are said lo 
be in gruin, to denote their superiority, as being died with 
cochineal, called grain. Knave in grain m likewise a piiii 
applied to a cornfaclor or miller. 

Knight and Bakrow Pig, more hog titan geutlcpian. A 
sayiii<: of any low pretender to precedency. 

Knigiit of the Blade. A bully. 

Knight of the Post. A fat»e evidence, one that i^ ready to 
swear any thius for hire. 

Knight OF thk Rainbow. A foolman: fr«m the variety of 
colours in the liveries and Irimining of geuUemeu of that 
cloth. 

Knight op the Road. A highwayman. 

Knigut of the Shears, A tailor. 

Knight OF THE Thimble, or Needle. A tailor, or May. 
maker. 

Knight of the Trencher. A great eater. 

Knight of the Whip. A cuachniau. 

Knob. The head. See Nob. 
' Knock. To knock a wuman : tp have uanial knowledge of her. 
To knock off; to conclude : phruse burroweil fruin llie 
blacksmith. To knock under; to subrail. 

Knock me Dowk. Strong ale ur Leer, sliuso. 

Knot. A crew, gang, or rrateriiily. He lias tied a knot with 
his tongue, that he cannot untie with liis teetli; i.e. he js 
married. 

Knowing Ones. Sportsmen ou the turf, who, from expe- 
rience, aud an acquaintance with the jockey)), are supposei) 
to be in the secret, that is, to know the true merits or pow- 
ers of each horse ; no twiths tending which, it often huppeiis 
(bat (he knowing ones nxt tubes in. 
I Kkowlboob-Box. The head. 

Knuckle. To pick pockets, but chiefly applied to the more 
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reriiied braiicli of that art, iiaintly, extriirting iiiilfi, loose 
cash, &v. from the waistcoat or brecclies (Hicketa. wlicrmi 
buzzing is used in a more tjcitcrBl sense, Sre Buz, 

Knucklb-dabs, or Knuckle-confousdbrs. ituSles. 

Knucklb one's WifE. To steal his liandkercliief. 

Rnvcklbs. Pickpockets who attend the avenues tu poblic 
places to stent pucket'hooks, watches, &c. a snperior kitid 
of pickpockets. To knuckle to ; tu submit, 

KoNOBLiN Rio, Stealing large pieces of coal from coul-shedt. 
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LACED McTTON, A cyprian. 

Lacing. Beuliug. I'll lace your jacket liaucisomety. i 

Laddeb, To go op the ladder to rest ; to be liangetl. 

Lady. A crooked ur hump-bucked woiuun. 

Ladybirds, Light or lewd wonien; generallv applied la 

those wlio sport their toggery in the saloons. 
Ladt Dacbe's Wine. Gin. 

Lady of Easy Vibtub. A woman of the town, an impurr. 
Lag. a man transported. The cove was lagged for a drag; 

Ihe man wus transported for stealing somethmg out of t 

waggon. 
Lag. Water. Cant. 
Law. a transport. Cant. 
Lag. To drop behind, to keep back. Lag lust; the tail 

of a eompauy. 
Lag Fevbr. A term of ridicule applied to men who, Mi^; 

under sentence of transportation, prctetid illness, to avoM 

being sent from guol to the hulks. 
Laggeb. a sailor. 
Lagging Dues, When a person is likely to l>e transporled, 

tlie Jlash people observe, lagging dues will be cuncemed. 
Lagging Matter. Crimes which render jiersona liable lo 

be transported. 
Lag of Ddds. A buck of linen. 
Lag Ship. A vessel chartered by government for the con- ' 

veyance of convicts to Botany Bay. 
Laid on the Shelf, or Laid up in Lavhnder. Piiwiied, 
Lamb, or Lambaste. To beat. Lamb pye; a beatktg: 

from lambo. 
Lambskin Men. The judges: from their robes lined and 

bordered with ermine. 
Lamb's Wool. Apples roasted aud put in strong ale. 
Lame Ducks. Defaulters at the Stock Exchange. 
Lamp. An eye. The cove has a queer lamp; the man 

lias a blind or squinting eye. 
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^ND. How Iks Ihe iami ! Hnw slumts ilie rfckonins? 

Who has any laiiit in Appleby? i|iieslions asliPd the man 

■t whose door Ihe glass stands long, or wlio does not cir- 

enlateit in due time. 

AVD LoPERS, or Landlubbers. Vagabonds lurking nbont 

ihe conntry and wbo subsist by fiJIfering. 

*ND OF Incumbents, Good livings. Oxf. U«ir. eanl. 

iND OF Promises. Tlie fair rxpectatioii clierislicd by a 

steady novice at Oxford. Univ. eanf. 

IND OF Shebpishness. Sctiool boy's bondiij^e. Oif. Univ. 

eatit. 

IND Pirates, Highwaymen. T 

*Nk Si.eevs. The enipiv sleeve of a one-armed man, A j 

fellow with a lank sleeve ;' it man who has lost an ann. * 

kMspRiSADO, One who bus only two penie in his pocket : 

also, a lance, or deputy corporal : that is, one doing the 

duty without the pay of a corporal. Formerly a lancier, or 

horseman, who, liein^ dismounted by the death of his 

horse, served in the fool, by the title of lansprisado, or 

iancfpaalo, a broken lance. 

SNTIIOHN-JAWED. ThinvisBged: from llieir cheeks being 
'ftlfflosl transparent. Or else, lenten jawed; i. e. having 

Ihe jaws of one emaciated by a ton rigid observation of 

X^nt. Dark lantborn ; a ser\'ant or agent at court, who 

receives a bribe for his principal or master. 

tP. Butter-milk or whey. Cant. 

fcBK. A boat. 
^JRK. A piece of merriment. People pJaving together jo- 
icosely. Fun or sport of any kind, to create which it is 

lermed, knocking up a lark. 

AIIRT Dugan's Eve Watbr. Blacking: Larry Dugau 

nas a famous shoe-black at Dublin. Obmhtt. 

ATCH. Let in. 

ATHY. Thin, slender. A lathy wench; a girl almost ns 
.■lender as a lath. 

iATitat. a nick name for an attorney; from the name of 
>m writ. 

ikl'Qti. To laugh on Ihe wrong side of the -mouth ; to cry. 

I'll make him laugh nn the wrong (or t'other) side of his 

mouth, 

AUNCH. The delivery, or labour, of a pregnant woman ; 
K crying out or groaning. 

AVENDER. Laid up in lavender; pawned, 

AW. To give law to a hare; a sporting term, signifying to 
give the animal a chance of escaping, by not setting on 

'the dogs till the hare is at some distance: it is also more 
figuratively used for givint; any one a chance of succeeding 
in a scheme or project, 

K 
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Lawful Blanket, A wifr. .^^^D 

Lawn, A wbite cambric baDdkerchief. 

Lay. Euterpriae, pursuit, or attempt: to be sick of ibe 
lay. ItalsoDieaas a bazerd or chance. He stand* queer 
lay; i. e. lie is in dHnger. Cant. 

Laystall. A dungliill about London, on wliicb llie loil 
brought from necessary houses is emptied ; or. in mote 
technical terms, where the old gold, collected at weddiBgi 
by the Tom t — d-man, is stored. 

Lazybonbs. All instrument like a pair of tongs, for old nr. 
very fat people to lake any thing from the ground wkhoot 
stooping;. 

Leaf. To go off with the fall of the leaf; to be famneed: 
criminaU in Dublin being turned off from the outsioeof 
the prison by the falling of it board, propped up, tat 
moving on a binge, like the leaf of a table. IrisK ttrm. 

Lbak. To make water. 

Leaky. Apt to blab: one who cannot keep a secret usaid 
to be leaky. 

LiSAPiNG OVER THE SwORD. An ancteut ceremonial, said lo 
cottstiliite a military marriage. A sword being laid domi 
on tbe ground, the parties to be married Join bands, wbea 
the corporal or serjeant of tUe company re[>ealed U»m 
words: 

Leap rogue, and junip whorr, 

Aiid Ihen yea are nl*iTiod for CTemiOrc. 

Wherenpon the happy couple jumped, band in bud, oter 
the sword, the drum beating a ruffle; uml tbe parties were 
ever after considered as man and wife, 

Leary Cove. Knowing. Down. Not to be done. CmU. 

Least in Sight, To play least iu sight; to bide, keep 
out of the way, or make one's self scarce. 

Lgathes. To lose leather; to be galled with ridings ea 
horseback, or, as the Scotch express it, lo be saddle-iick. 
To leatlier, also, nieaus to beat, perhaps originally' wilil • 
strap: I'll leather you to your heart's content. Leather- 
headed ; stupid. Leathern conveniency ; lerm uwd ky 
Quakers for a stage-coach. 

Leathek-Lane. Paltry. Cant. 

Leave it all to the Cook. A bit of flash, uiteBdiagto 
denote judgement: os the cook is supposed to be ihc te*t 
judge in dresaii^ the neat, so a sporting man, wbca lie 
refuses a bet that he thinks will not answer hi§ purpose, be 
replies, in an ironical manner, " I'll leave it all to the cook" 

Lbch. a whim of the amorous kind, oat of tlie conmioii 
wiy. 

Lebrt. On one's guard. See Pbert. 



FT-HANDBD WiFB. A cODCubine : an allusion ta ao sd- 
cient German custom, uccordiag to which, nhen a ro«n 
married his concubioe, or a womaQ greatly his inferior, 
be gave her his leA hand. 

tXG. To make a leg: to bow. To give leg-bail and land- 
•eciiril^y ; to run away. To fight at the leg ; to take un- 
fair advantafes : it being held unfair by back-sword players 

'■Ih) strike at the leg. To break a leg: a woman who has 
bad a bastard, is said to have broken a leg. 
BGGER5, Sham leggers ; cheats who pretend to sell smug- 
gled goods, but ill reality only deal in shopkeepers old or 
damaged goods. 
iNTEN Farb. Spare diet. 

T-Loosk-Match. At a bull bait, the dogs run in Suc- 
cession at the bull ; but the dog that continues to attack 
the bull the longest without turniag his back towards htm, 
receives the silver collar. Cant. 

i.KTTE» Racket. Men or women of genteel address, going 
about lo respectable houses with a letter or statement, 
detailing some case of extreme distress, as shipwreck, 
sufferings by fire, &c, by which many benevolent, but cre- 
dulous, persons are induced to relieve the fictitious wants 
of the impostors, who thus unfold a plausible tale of afilic- 
tioii. This is termed the Leltrr Racket, which is daily 

. practised in London. 

[,BVANTiNG, orRuNNlNOA LEVANT. An expedient practised 
by broken gamesters to retrieve themselves, and signifies 
to bet money at a r^ce, cock-match, Ac, without a shilling 
in their pocket lo answer the eveQt. Tlie punishment for 
this conduct in a public cockpit is rather curious: the 
offender is placed in a large basket, kept on purpose, which 
is hoisted up to the ceiling or roof of the building, 
and the party is there kept su^ended, and exposed to 
I derision during the pleasure of tile company. 
SviTE. A priest or parson. 
JB. To lie together. Cant. 

S' [BBEGE. A bed. Canl. 
^IBBBN. A private dwelling-house. Cant. 
4BKBN. A house to lie in. Cant. 

JCK. To beat: also, lo wash, or to paint slightly ewer. 
' I'll fpve you a good lick o'the chops ; I'll give vou a good 
stroke or blow on the face. Jack tumbled into a cow- 
t — d, and nastied his best clothes^, for which hi: falher 
' slept up, and licked him neatly. I'll lick you ! the dove- 
' tail lo which is. If you lick me all over, you won't miss 

Lick Spittle. A parasite, or talebearer. 

jLlFB. By this term is meant the various cheats and decep- 
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liou3 practised by llie ilesigoing pnil of laankind ; a penint. 
wtU versed in this kind of kiiowlcilg«, h said to Iw oaf 
that kaows life; in other words, that knows the world. 
This is what Goldsmith dctinc? to he a koowledge of huPHn 
nature on the wrong side. i 

Lift. To give one a lift; to assist. A good hand at a dead 
liA; a good liand on an emergency'. To lift oue'a hand 
lo one's head ; to drink to excess, or to drink drams. To 
lift or raise one's elbow ; the same. 

Lift. See Shoplifter, Ac. 

LlFTBR. A crutch. 

LiG, A bed. See Lib. 

Light Bob. A soldier of the Light Iiifaolrv Cuni|iaov. 

UOHT Blue. Gin. Cant. 

" NcTtT again 
I'll colliialc /ig*( blue or Imun laebriclj." 

Vide " Tht Fanc^," by Ptirr Cnrnmu. 

•' Ta>[e lor ligkl bint aad hesvj wfI, 

^ Uo(l] say, with frowM, I toon ghill gel 

And boll I called [lint uadoing." 

rUt Rtmdaiei Scrap H«J<. 



•• My bram-boi a 
Willi Dads'. i\ 



Ibid. 

LlOHT-FiNGERED. Thievish, apt to pilfer. 
LiGHT-HEBLED. Swift tu running. A light-heeled wench; 

one who is apt, by the 6ying up of her heels, to fall flat on 

her back. A willing wencli. 
Light House. A man with a red fiery nose. 
LiGHTMANS. The day. Cant. 

Lightning. Gin. A flash of lightning ; a glass of gin. 
Light Troops. Lice: the light troops are in full auroh; 
■■' the lice are crawling about. 
LfOHT Weights, A pugilistic enpressioa for 

under twelve atone. 
Light Wet. Gin. Cant. 

" pure Uid clui rttt the btadt oi 

" Of) nllh Ught WM hflfc t nil'd in; liimblei-" 



phrase used by thieves when the oltieersi 
ire examiniitg their coiintcnauces; as, the traps 
ur likenesses; the officers are attentively ol>' 



LtKSNBSS. 

I or lUTiikey* 

are taking 

M'semng us. 

tilLlPUTiAN. A diminutive man or woman; from Gulli- 
[ • vers Travels, written by Dean Swift, where an imaginary 
('"kingdom of dwurfs of that name is described. 
lILL. A pocket-book. 

Lily Shallow. A white driving hat. Whip slang. 
Lily White. A chimney-sweeper. A man of colour. 
Limbo. A prison, confinrment. 

LiMD OP TYiV. Law. An inferior or pettifogging attorney. 
IdHBS. Duke of limbs ; a tall awkward fellow. 
IkNE. A term for the act of coition between dog and bitch. 
■Mne. To get a man inlo a line ; i. e. to divert lits attenlion 
w^ by 1 ridiculous or absurd story. To humbug. 
iLlNR. To gtt a person in a line, or in a string, is to engage 
hnthem in u converaalion, while your confederate is robbing 
I their person ot premises. To banter or jest with a man 
\ by aniusing him with false assurances or professions, is also 
9' termed stringing hitn, or grlting him in tow. To keep 
I uny budy in suspense on any subject without coning to a 
I ' ilecision, is called keeping him in tow, wi a string, or in a 
I tow-linr. To cut the liiif, or the itring, is to put an end 
pMo the suspense in which you have kept any one, by telling 
I him the plain truth, coming to a final decision. Sec. A 
II' person, who has been telling another a long story, until 
I be iii tired, or conceives his auditor has heeii all the while 
I aecrelly laughing at him, wilt say at last, I've just dropped 
b down, you've had me in a fine tiring, I think it's time to 
h'cuf it. On the other hand, the auditor, having the same 
I'' opinion on his part, would say. Come, I believe ^ou want 
i to string me all night, 1 wibli you'd cut it ; meaning, cou- 
If elude the story at once. 

■Ijnb of thk Old Acthor. A dram of brandy. 
ILinbn AnMOURKits. Tailors. 

WLlNOO, Language. An outlandish lingo; a foreign tongue. 
•It The parlez-voua lingo ; the French language. 
MdNK. To turn out a pocket. Cant. 

fcjLlON. To lip the liou; tosqueezethenoseof the party tipped 
I flat to his face with the thumb. To show the lions and tomba ; 
I' to point out the particular curiosities of any place, to act the 
f! cicerone: an allusion to Westminster Abbey, and the Tower, 
|i where the tombs and lions are shown. A lion is also a name 
i'. given by the gownsmen of Oxford lo an inbabitunl or visiter. 
r It is a standing joke among the city wits to send boys and 
Ik ' country-folks, on the lirst of April, to the Tower-ditch lo 
hf see the lions washed. 
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Lip. a Iiousu. Cant. 

LlsTENBR. The car, Canf. 

Little Barbarv. Wappiiig. 

Little Breeches. A fumiliar appelbtion used to » lilllt 

boy. 
Little Clbrgyman. A young chimney-sweeptr. 
Little Ease. A small dark cell in Guildhall. Londoa, 

nb«re disorderly apprentices are cunfined by ibe city-cbui' 

berbin; it is called Liltle E^ase from ils being so low that i 

lad cannot stand upright in it. 
LtTTLEGO Vale. Orderly step to the lirst exaniination. OtJ. 

Univ. cant. 
Little Snakbsman. A litiie boy who gets into s how 

through the sink-hole, an<l then opens tlie door for bii 

accomplices: he is so called, from writhing and twiilit^ 

like a snake, in order to work himself through the Daira* 

passage. 
LiveI^uubeb. a term used by sailors, to signify all landi- 

men on board their ships. 
Live Stock. Lice or fleas. 
Loaf, To be in a bad loaf; to be in a disagreeable situation. 

or in trouble. 
Lob. a lilt in a tradesinaii'* shop. To frisk a lob; to nb a 

liU. See Flash Pannev. 
Lob. Going ou the lob ; going into a shop to gel change for 

gold, and secreting some of the change. 
LoBCQCK. A large relaxed penis; aUo, a dull iuaiunilc 

I^BKIN. A house to lie ia : also, a lodging. 

Loblollv Bov. A nick-oaue lor the surgeon'* semM a> 
board a man of war; sometimes for the sur^jeoD hiaiKlf: 
from the waLer-^gruel prescribed to the sick, which ia fliUH 
loblolly. 

LOBSCOUSE. A dish much eaten at sea. compoied of salt 
beef, biscuit, and onions, well peppered, and stewed toge- 
ther. 

Lob's Pound. A prison. Dr. Grey, in his notes oa Undi- 
bras, explains it to allude to one Doctor Lob, a disKOtii^ 
preacher, who used to bold forth when coaventiclei wen 
prohibited, and bad made himself a retreat by ineau of i 
trap-door at the bottom of his pulpit. Once, being punuttt 
by the officers of justice, they followed him through di- 
vers subterraneous passages, till they got into a dark cell, 
whence they could nol find their way out, but, calling to 
gome of their companions, swore Iney had got into Lob't 
Pound. 

LoBSTBS. A nick-name for a soldier, from the colour of liit 
clotbu. To boil one's lobster, fur a cliur-hman to be 



made red by boiling. I will not make a lobster-kettle c 
•ny * * ' ■. " reply frefiiiently made by the nympliK of tlie 
Point at Portsmouth, when requested by a soldier to grant 
him a favour. 

Lock. A scheme, a mode. 1 must fight that lock; \ must 

try that scheme. 
XocK. Character. He stood a queer lock; he bore but an iii- 
diflerenl character. A lock is also a buyer of stolen goods 
as well aj the receptacle for them. 
'LOCKEBAM Jawed. Thin-faced, or la nt horn -jawed. Set 
Lakthorn-Jawbd. 

I,oCK HosPiTAt, A hospital for venereal patients. 

Locksmith's Daughter. A key. 

Lock-op-Chovev. a covered cart, used by Iravclling haw- 
kers to convey their goods about Ihe country, and whicli is 
secured by a door, lock, and key. 

LocK-up-HooBE. A spuuging house; a public house kept by 
aheriffs' officers, to which they convey the persons they have 
arrested, where they practise every species of imposition 
and extortion with impuni'y ; also, houses kept by agents, 
or crimps, who enlist, or rather trepan, men to serve the 
East India or African Companies as soldiers. 

LoooiNG-Slum. Hiring ready-funiished lodgings, and slrij*- 
piDg them of the plate, linen, and other valuable articles. 

Loggbkhbad. a blockhead, or stupid fellow. We three 
loggerheads be; a sentence frequently written tinder two 
heads, aud the reader by repeating it makes himself the 
third. A loggerhead i) a double-headed, or bar shot of iron. 
To go to loggerheads; to fall to fighting. 

LoLt. Mother's loll ; a favourite child, the mother's darting. 

IpLL ToNGCB. He has been playing a game at loll tongue; 
he bas been salivated. 

Lollipops. Sweet lozenges purchased by children. 

LoLLPOOP. A lazv, idle drone. 

LoMBABD Fever. Sick of the Lombard fever; i.e. of the 
idles. 

LofJG. Great. A long price; a great price. 

Long Gallery. Throwing, or, rather, trundling, the dice 
Ihe whole length of the board. 

Long Hope. Johnson defines "a hope" to be any sloping 
plain between the ridges of mountains. At Oxford, it is 
the symbol of long expectations in studying for a degree. 

Long Unr. A hare: a term used by poachers. 

Longs and Broads. Cards. 

Long Meo. A jeering name for a very lalt woman; from one 
faraous in story, called Long Meg of Westminster. 

Long Shanks. A long-legged person. 
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Long Stomach. \ voracious appottte. 

Long-tongued. Loquacious, not able to keep a sectTtl He 
is as long-tongued as Grauuy; Granny was an idiot wliocvnld 
lick her own eye. Srr Ghanny. 

LoNG-n'iNDED. A long-winded parson; one who preacheil 
long tedious sermons, A long-winded paymaster; oae wliO 
takes long credit. 

Loo, For (lie good of the loo; for the benefit of llie com- 
pany or community. 

Looby. An awkward i£>noTant fellDw. 

Look at a Place. When a plan is laid for robbing a lionie. 
&c. upon Ihc crack, or the screw, the parties will go a sliort 
time before the execution, to enamine tlje premises, aod 
make any necessary observations; Ibis is called looking at I 
place. 

Looking as if one coui.d not hblp it. Loukiug bki ■ 
simpleton, or as if one could not say boh! to a goose. 

Looxing-Glass. a chauiber-pot, jurdan, or meuiber-mug^ 

LoOK-ouT-IIousES. The look>oLit kept by ordained mutcn 
on defunct incumbents. Oxf. Univ. cant. 

LooN, or Lout. A country bumpkin, or clown. 

LooNSLATK. Tbirteen-pence-liulfpenny, 

Loop-Holb. An opening, or means of escape. To find a 
loop-hole in an act of parliament ; i. e. a method of evading ll. 

LoFE, To leap, to run away. He loped down llie dancers; 
he ran down stairs. 

LoF-siDED. Uneven, having one side Urger or heavier llun 
the other; boys' paper kites are often said la be lup-sided. 

LoBD. A crooked or hump-backed man, These unliawy 
people afford great scope for vulgar raillery; sucli as, " diu 
you come strait from home! if ho, you have got confoutHl- 
edly bent by tbe way," " Don't abuse the gemman," tdds 
a bystander, " he has been grossly insulted already ;. doo't 
you see his back is up 1 " Or some one asks him if tbe show 
i« behind ; " because I see," adds lie, " you have the dtum 
at your back." Another piece of vulgar wit is let loose on a 
deformed person ; if met by a party of soldiers on thcirnuutli, 
one of lliem observes that that gentleman is on bis march too, _ 
for he has got his knapsack at his back. It is said in iIk 
British Apollo, that the title of lord was lirst given to de- 
formed persons in tbe reign of Richard IlL from several per- 
sons labouring under that misfortune being created peers by 
fiim; but it is more probably derived from the Greek word 
\cfhf, crooked. . 

Lounge. A loitering place, or gossiping shop. 

Lour. Money. Cant. 

Louse. A gentlenian's companion. He will never louse a gray 
head of htaowu; he will never live to be old. 
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LoDSB-HousE. The round iiouso, cHgi?. or any ufher {iltu.'c uf 

confinement. 
Louse- Lauder, A stilch fallen in a slocking. 
Loush-Land. Scotland. 
LousE-TsAP. A smull toollied comb. 
Loin*. A clumsy stupid fellow. 
Love-Bbgotten Child, a baslard. 
Lowing Rig. Sle.iling oxen or cows. 
Low Pad. A fooip»<i. 
Low TiOE, or Low Water. When tlierc is no moucy in ilic 

pocket. 
LowBE. Money. Cant. 
Lubber. An awkwurd fellow: a iwine [;iven by sailors lo 

landsmen. 
Luck, or Good Luck. To ireail in a Mrreiereiicc, to |te 

Lewrayedi an allu<>ion lo the proverb, Sh-lt-n luck is good 

luck. ' 

Ldd's Bulwark. Ludgate-prison. 
Lugs. Ears, or wattles. See Wattles. 
Luke. Nothing. Canl, 
LuLLABV Cheat. An infant. Caul. 
LOLLERS. Wet linen. Cant. 
Ldlly Priggerb. Thieves who steal wet linen: also, llie 

lowest and meanest order of thieves, who go abotit decoying 

little i'hildren to some bye corner, and then rob them of 

lUeir clothes. Canl. 
ifLuMB. Too much. 
Luhbkr. a room. 
Lumber. Live lumber; soldiers or passengers on board a 

ahip are so called by the sailors. 
Lumber. To lumber any property, is to deposit it at a |>awn- 

broker's, or elsewhere, for present security i lo retire to .any 
. house, or private place for a short time, is called lumbering 

yourself, A niau apprehended and sent to jail, is said to be 

lumbered, to be in lumber, or to be in LombarJ-slrerl. 
' l,tiMBBR House. A house appropriated by thieves for the re- 
ception of their stolen property. ., -j 
.Lumber Troop. A club or society of citizens of London. '/' ■ 
,LuMp. To beat: also, to include a number of articles under 

one head. 
Lumpers. Persons who conlruct to unload ships: also, 

thieves who lurk about wharfs to pilfer goods from ships, 

lighters, &c. 
Lumping. Great. A lumping' pennyworth; a great (]uaD> 

lily for the money, n bargain. He lias got a lumping 

pennyworth ; frcqueully said of a nuui who marries a fat 

woman. 
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Lump the LroHTHB. To be iraitiporled. 

LuN. Httrlequia. - ^^i 

Lurch. To be left in Ibe lurch ; to be ubatidoned bj ooc'i 

confederates, nr parly, to be letl in a scrape. 
LuBCBBD. Thoae who lose a game of whi»t without tewing 

five, are said to be lurched. 
LUBCHBB. A lurcher of tbe law; a bura baililT, or hU setter. 
LCRRIBS. Money, wutches, rings, or other moveable*. 
Lusu. Strong beer, or drink of tiny kind. 
Lush. To drink : speaking of a person who » drunk, tfa^ 

•ay. Alderman Luthington U concerned, or, he bai been 

voting Jor the Alderman. 
Lush Crib, or Ken. A public-bouse. Cant. 

•• Tlicn blame mc Dot Jadi, laeUi, or ladi of (he fuicj, 
Foi opeoing a tuih~cnb in Chuicerj-taiLe/' Ace. 

HmdaWt Faraittt to tit TtiKg, vidt SaniiAf lNanr> 

LuBHET. Drunk. The rolling kiddeys had a spree, and got 
b y lushey ; the dashing lada went on a party of plea- 
sure, and got very drunk. 

Lushing Muzzle. A blow on llic muulli. Sta term. 

Lye. Chamber Ije; urine. 
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MACCARONL An Italian paste made of flour and eggs: 
also, a fop ; which name arose from a club, called the 
Maccaroni Club, instituted by some of the most dressy Invel- 
led gentlemen about town, who led the fashions ; whence 
a man foppishly dressed wa» supposed a member of that 
club, and, by contraction, stiled a Maccaroni. 

Mace. To mace a shopkeeper, or give it to him Kptm 
the macr, is to obtain goods on credit, which yuU 
mean to pay for; to run up a score with Ibe same mtea- 
tion, or to spunge upon your acquaintance, by continually 
begging or borrowing from Ihem, is termed macing, 
$triking the mace. 

Mace Cove. A swindler, a sharper, a cheat. On the mt 
to live by swindling. 

Mackerbl. a bawd : from the French word maquertoi. 
Mackerel- backed ; long-backed. 

Madam. A kept madam ; a kept mistress. 

Madam Ran. A whore. Cant. 

Made, Stolen. Cant. 

Madge. The private parts of a woman. 

Mad Tom, or Tom op Bedlam, olberwise an Abram Man. 
A rogue that counterfeits madness. Con*. 
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Mao. a kttlt'pcim;. ' 

Mag. To chalter. Hold ;our nog; hold your tongue. 
, Cant. 

M AGOOT Boiler. A tallow chandler. 
JMagootty. Whiuiaical, caprkious. 
Magkv.m Bonum. a bottle containing two quarts of mne. 

Set Scotch Pint. 
Mahometan Grubl. Coffee : because formeriy uied chirflv 

by the Turks. 
Maiden Sessions. A sessions where none of the prisoners 
■ are capitally convicted. 
Make. A halfpenny. Canl 
Make Weight. A small caudle: a term applied to a Utile 

slender miiu. 
Malkin. orMALTLKiN. A general name for a cat: also, a 

parcel of rags, fastened to the end of a slick, to clean an 

oven : also, a figure set up in a garden to scare the binlo : 

likewise, an atvkward woman. The cove'i so scaly, he'd 

spice a malkin of his jaz^ ; the fellow is so mean that he 

would roh a scarecrow of his old wig. 
Halkintsash. One in a dismal garb. 
Malmsey Nose. A red pimpled snout, rich to carbuncles 

and rubies. 
Man (Cambridge). Any uuder-graduate from fi^een to 

thirty : as, a man of Emauuel ; young uiember of 

Emanuel, 
p Manchester. The tongue. Cant. 
, Mang. To boast. Scotch cant. 
Manieuvring THE Apostles. Robbing Peter to pay Paul; 

i. e. borrowing of one man to pay another. 
Man of the Town. A rake, a debauchee. 
Mam of the Turf. A horse racer, or jockey. 
Man of the World. A knowing man. 
Man Trap. A woman's commodity. 
Manufacture. Liquors prepared from materials of English 

growth. 
Mare's Nest. He has found a mare's nest, and is laughing 

at the eggs; said of one who laughs without any apparent 

Margery Prater, A hen. Cant. 

Marinb Officer, An empty bottle: marine officers being 

held useless by the seamen. Sea wit. 
Marplot. A spoil sport. 

'Marbiagb Music. The squalling and crying of childrvn. 
Married. Persons chained or handcuffed together, in order 

to be conveyed to gaol, or on board the ligfal«n, for 

transportation, arc, in the cant language, said to be iBanied 

together. 
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Marrow Bones. The kuee^. To bring anj 

,:. his marrow bones ; to make liim beg pardon on his kn^i 
some derive this from Mary's bones ; i. c. the bones bent in 
Itonour of the Virgin Mary ; but this seems rather far- 
fetched. Marrow bones and cleavers; principal instru- 
ments in the band of rough music : these are generally 
performed on by butchers, at marriages, elections, riding 

• ' , skimmington, and other public or joyous occasions. 

Martinet, A military term for a strict disciplimirian : 
. from the name of a French general, famous for restoring 
military discipline to the French army. He first disci- 
plined the French infantry, and regulated their method of 

■ encampment : he was killed at the siege of Doesboargi in 
the year 1672. 

Mastiib of Impediment. Troublesome preparation for the 
I schools. Oxf. Univ. cant. ■'* J i 

I JUaster ofthe Mint. A gardener. 
Uaster OF THE Rolls. A baker. 
IHastkr OF the Wardrobe. One who pawns his clol 

purchase liquor. ^ — jS~| 

Matrimonial Peace>maker. The sugar-stick, W'tfMr ' 
t vitse. 
Maudlin Drunk. Cryinc drunk : jierbaps 

■ ■ Magdalene, called Maudlin, wlio id always painM 

Mauled, Enlrcmcjy drunk, or soundly beaten. 

Maundering Broth. Scolding. 

Maunding. Asking, or begging. Cant, 

jHattkes. a vulgar slattern. 

Mawley. a hand, Tip us your mawley ; shake I 

me. Fam the mawley ; shake hands. 
Maw-Wallop. A filthy composition, sufficiet 

vomiting. , 

Max. Gin. 
iMat Bees. May bees don't fly all the year long ; an answer 

to any one wito prefaces a proposition with. It may be. 
^ Mealy -MOUTHED. Over-modest or backward in sjieech. 
.'Medlar. A fruit, vulgarly called an open a-se, of which 

it is more truly than delicately said, that it is never ripe till 

it is as rotten as a t — d, and then it is not wort a f — t. 
'Mellow. Almost drunk. 
Mblt. To spend. Will you melt a bonle} will you 

spend a shilling I The cull melted a couple of decusses 

upon us; the gentleman spent a cou]de of crowns upon 
■ us. Cant. 
Melting Moments. A tat man and woman iu the amorous 

congress. 
Member Mug. A chamber pot. 
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' Hbn of Kent. Mcd bom east of Ihe river Medway, wlio 
are sai<l lo liave met the Conqueror in a body, eacli 

I carrying a green bougli in his hand, the whole appearing 

j like a moving nood ; and thereby obtatning a confirma- 
tion of tlieir ancient privileges. The inhabilanU of Kent 
are divided inlo Kentish mea and men of Kent: also, a 

I society held at the Fountain Tavern, Bartholomew Lane, 

! A.D. 1743. 

', Hen of Straw. Hired bail; so called from having straw 

I stuck in their shoes to distinguish them. 

I Merkin. Counterfeit hair for Ihe monosyllabic. Set 



Bailey's Did. 
' Merry Andrew, 



The jack puddta^, 
usually dressed in a par- 



r Mh. Merbym 
jester, or zany, of u mounlcbaok, i 
Ij-coloured coal. 
I Merry A-se Christian. A whore. 

Merry-begotten. A bastard, 
■ Mess John. A Scotch presbyterian teacher or pardon. 
Messmate. One who eats at the same mess, com)ianion or 
comrade. 
j Mettle. The semen. To fetch mettle ; the act of self-pollu- 
tion. Mettle is also tiguralively used for courage. 
Mettlesome. Bold, courageous. 

Michael. Hyp, Michael, your head's on fire. S« Hvp. 
Midshipman's Watch and Chain. A sheep's heart and 

I Milch Cow. One who is easily tricked out of his properly : 
I a term used by gaolers, for prisoners who have money, atid 
j bleed freely. 

j Mile-Stone. A country booby. Cant. 
1 Milk and Water, Both ends of the busk. 
I Milk the Pigeon. To endeavour at impossibilities. 
I Mill. A chisel. 

j Mill. To rob : also, lo break, heat out, or kill. 1*11 mill 
your glaze ; I'll beat out your eye. Tu mill a bleating cheat; 
I to kill a sheep. To mill a ken ; lo rob a house. To mill 
' doll ; lo beat hemp in bridewell. Cant. 
I Mill-doll. An obsolete name for Bridewell house of correc- 
l' tion, iu Bridge-street, Blackfriars, London. 
I Miller. A piize-figbter. Cant. 

\ Milling Cove. A boxer. How the milling cave served the 
; cull out ; how the boxer beat the fellow. 

Mill Lay, To force open the doors of houses, in order to 
rob them. 
' Mill Twig. A shirt. Scotch cant. 

MiLVAD. A blow. Scotch cant. 

MiLTAOERiNG, Boxing. Scotch cant. 

Mine A-«b on a Bandbox. An answer to the offer of any 
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thing inadequate to the purpose for which it is waitled, juil 

)u » Imailboi would be if used for a leal. 
HiNB Unclb'9. a pawnbroker's ihop : aUo, a neceisary 

house. Carried to iny uncle's ; pawned. New-married nea 

are also snid lo go to iheir uncle's, when tbeji leave their irives 

soon aiinr the honey-Rioon, 
Minikin. A UlUe man or woman: also, the smallert sort 

of pin. 
HtNOR Clkkgy. Young chimney-sweepers. 
UiNT. Gold. A mint of money : common phmse for a 

large sum. 
MtSCHiEP. A man loaded with mischief; i. e. a ntan nilh bis 

wife on his back. 
MuH, A shirt, smock, or sheet. Cant. 
HiSH Topper. A coat, or petticoat. 
Mtss. A miss, or kept mistress : a hariot. 
Miss Lavcock. The monosyllable. 
Mite. A nickname for a cheesemonger: from the smull infect 

of thai name found in cheese. 
Mittens. The handK. 
Mtx Metal. A silversmith. 
Mizzle. To elope, lo run off. Cmit. 
MoABiTBS. Bailiffs, or Philiitiiws. 
Mob, or Mab. A wench, or harlot. 
HoBiLtTV. A mob : a sort of opposite lo nihility. 
MoiKTY. Half; but vulgarly used to signify a share or per 

lion : as, he will come in for a small moiety. 
HoLi.. A wboie. 

Moll Peatly's Gig. A rogcring bout. 
VoLL Thompson's Makk. M, T. i.e. empty ; as. Take a««f 

this bottle, it has Moll Thompson's mark upon k. 
Molly. A Mbs Molly ; an efleminale fellow. 
Monday, Saint Monday. 5» Saint. 
MoNBY. A girl's monosyllable, commonly applied to little 

children : as. Take eare, Misa, or you'll show your atauy. 



Money Droppers. Cheats who drop 



which Ihey 



pretend to find just before some country lad; and, by way 
of giving him a share of tlieir good luck, entice tiim into I 
public-house, where they and (heir cuifcderates cheat or 
rob liim of what money be has about him. 

MoNORRL. A banger on among cheats, a spunger: alio, a 
child whose father and mother are of different coimlries. 

Monkery. A name given by /amiljf ptople lo the coantty 
parts of England. 

Monkey. To suck the monkey ; to suck or draw wine, Ot 
any other liquor, privately, out of a cask, by meani of t 
straw, or small tube. Monkey's allowance ; more kiobt 
Hum balance. Who put that monkey on horseback witlh 
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I out tying h(s legal vulgur wit «n a bsd Itorseuiai). A pad- 

lock. 
■ Monks and Fhiaks. Terras usi-d by printers : nionks are 
I sheets where the letten are blotted, or printed too black : 
f Jriars, thoae letters where the ink bas foiled touching them, 

which are therefore while or faint. 
^MONOSTLLABLB. X woman's cominodtty. 

iMoNTHA. A watch. 
Moon CuBSEB. Alink-twy: link-boys are said to curse the 
moon, because it readers tlicjr as&iatance unRecesiary ; these 
gentry frequently, under colour of lighting posseagert over 
kenneb, or through dark passage*, assist in rotting tbem. 
Cant. 

IUooN-BYED Hen. A squinting wench. 
Moon Men. Gypsies. 
Moon- Rakers. Willsbire roen: becaas« it is said that some 
BMD of that county seeing the reflection of (he moon in a 
pond, eitdeavoured to pull it out wilh a rake. 
^Moonshine. A matter or mouthful of moonshine; a trifle, 

f nothing. The white brandy snuggled on the coasts of Heiil 
and Sussex, and the gin in the north of Yorkshire, are allso 
called moonshine. 
Mo7, A hind of annual fair in the west of England, where 
farmers ustnlly hire their servants 
I MopRD. Stupid, melancholy for want of sociclj. 
I MoPPY. Druuk. Cant. 
fMopsby. a dowdy, or homely woman. 
L'MopSQUEEZEH. A maid servant, particularly a hoiiseniatd, 
I Mop up. To drink. To empty a glass or pot. 
^IMopussBS. Money. 
HoBMNO Drop. The gallows. He napped tlie king's pardon 
I and escaped the morning drop ; be was pardoned and wm 
I not hanged. 

h MOBNiNG Snbak. Slipping in at the door of a shop or bouse 
I early in the morning unperceived, while the sfaopmnn or 
[ servant is employed in cleaning the steps, windows, &c. 
^MoBRis. Come, morris off; dance off, or get you gone: 

allusion to morris, i.e. marUco, or Moorish dance. 
', HoKT. A woman or wencb : also, a yeoman's daughter. To 
\ be taken all-a-mort ; to be confounded, surprised, or motion- 
less through fear. 
|l MoBKt. To stand Moaes : a man is said to stand Moses when 
I he has another man's bastard child fathered upon him, and 

the is obliged by the parish to maintain it. 
Moss. A cant tenn for lead, because both are found on the 

tops of buildings. 
Ii Mossy Face. The oiolher of all stints, 
|HoT. A girl, or wencb. Srr MoBT. 
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MoTHKR OP ALL Saints. Tlie MonosyllNblc. 

Mother of all Souls. Tlie same frhk. 
' UoTKER OF St. Patrick. The same. Irish. 

Mother of the Maids. A huwd. 

Mother, or The Mother. A bawd. Motber abbess; tbp 
same. Mother midaigbt ; n midwife. Motber-in-law's bit; 
a small piece ; mothers-in-law being supposed not ajit to over- 
load the stomachs of their husbands' children. 

HODNT, To give false evideuce for tlie sake of itiouey. To 
mount for a person is similar to bonrtling for him. 

Mounter. A person who lives by false swearing. 

House. To speak like a mouse in a cheese ; i.e. fainll.V or 
indistinctly. 

Mousetrap. The parson's mousetrap ; tlic stale of nHlri- 

UoUTH. A noisy fellow. Mouth half cocked ; one gaping 

and staring at everj' tiling be sees. To mnke any one lanith 

on tbe nrong, or t'other side of his mouth ; to make bin 

cry or grieve, 

MoDTH. A silly fellow. A dupe. To stand moutb ; i.e. to 

' be duped. 

Move. Any action or operation in life; I be secret spring by 
which any project is conducted: as, there is a tnone in Uut 
business wbicli you are not down to. To be ^fiath to «my 
move upon Ike board, is to bave a general knowledge of tiw 
. world, and all its numerous deceptions. 
Moveables. Watches, rings, or any toys of value. 
f Mow. A Scotch word for the act of copulation. 
;i»MowER. A cow. 
Mow Heatkb. a drover: from ibeir frequent sleeping oa 
hay mows. Cant. 
) Muck. Money: also, dung. 
, Mucked out. Lost all the cash. Cant. 
, Muck toper Fbbkbb. An umbrella maker. Scotch c«Ht. 
Muckworm. A raiser. 

MucKlNDER. A child's handkerchief tied to the side. 

Mud. a fool, or thick-sculled fellow: also, among priDten 

the same as dung among journeymen tailors. Sec DUNGHILL. 

Mud Labk. A fellow who goes about by the water-side pttlc 

ing up coals, nails, or other articles in the mud : also, a 

Muff. The monosyllable. To the well wearing of your mnff. 

mart; to the happy consummation of your morringe, giri; 

a health: also, a fool. 
Mufflers. Boxing-gloves, used in sparring. 
Muffling Cbeat. A napkin. 
Mug. The mouth. Cant. 



lUGOLETOMANS. The >ect I 

gleloD, 
IVGS, TO CUT- Theatrical 

faces. 
Sdllichvbs. Sick of the m 
. bay ; low spirited, having : 



IT discigiles of I.odowick Mug- 

ex press ioD for msklDg comic 

ullig^rubs with eating chopped 
imaginary sickm 



fCM. An interjection directing silence. Mum for that: I 

l,Bhall be silent as to that. As mule as Mumchiince, who was 

l! banged for saying nothing: » friendly reproach to anyone 
who seems low spirited and silent. 

iuMCMANCE. An ancient game, like haeard, played with 

, dice : probably so named from the silence observed in play- 
ing at it. 

Cummer. The mouth. 

0UMPEKS. Originally beggars of the genteel kind, but since 
Used for beggars in general. 

HuMPERS' Hall. An alehouse where beggars are harboured. 

IfUNDl'NtiDS, Bad or rank tobacco from tnondongo, a 

; Spanish word signifying tripes, or the uncleaned entrails of a 

; beast, full of filth. 

UuNG. To beg. 
U!«s. The face, or rather the mouth: froiu the Gerniati 

, ward mundt themoulh. Tout his ruuns; look at his face. 

t Heifer. An Irish woman. A woman with thick 
legs is said lo be tike a Munslcr heifer : i.e. beef lu the 

iIdnstkr Plums. Potatoes. Irith. 

dflBPHiES, Potatoes, 

Hurpiiy's Countenance. A pig's face. 

HusHKOOM, A person or family suddenly raised to ricliei asd 

eminence: an allusion to that fungus, which starts up in a 
, night. 

Music. The watch-word amons; highwaymen, signifying Ihe 
, iKrson is a friend, and must pass unmolested. ; Music is also ■ 

tin Irish terra, iu tossing uji, lo express the' harp side, or 
I reverse, of a farlhing or half-penny, opposed to the head. 
jHctb. An undertaker's servant, who stands at the door of a 

person lying in state: so named from being supposed mute 

ml kuowledge of a 



with grief. 
(UuTTON. In her mutton ; i.e. having c 



K Mutton-headed. Stupid. 

"Mutton Monger. A man addicted to wenching. 
ridtizzLE. A beard. 
\ MczzLER. A violent blow on the mouth. The milling cove 

tipped the cull a muzzier ; the boxer gave the fellot 

on the mouth, 
r Mv Nabs. Myself. Cant. 



Mtnt. Srt Mint. 

Myrmidons. The constable's assistants, watclitncD, Ac. 
Mt Unclb. a pawnbroker. Cant. 
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NAB, or Nab Cheat. A hat. Penthouse Dab ; » lar^ lial. 
Nab. To aeiie or catcli unmvnrM, To nab Hie t«tfe; to he 

privately whipped. To nab tbe stoop; to stanri in the 

pillot?. To nab the rust ; a jockey lerin for n bone tlnl 

beconKs restive. To nab the snow; to steal linen left out 

to bleach or dry. Cant. 
Nab Girder, or Nob Girder. A brrdle. 
Nack. To have a sack ; to be ready at any thing, to bave ■ 

turn for it, 
NackY, In^eniong. 
Nail. To nail a person is to over-reach, or lake advantage of 

hini in (he course of trade or Iraliic : also, to rob or steal ; 

as, I nailtd him /or (or of) his reader; 1 robbed hitn of bit 

puckel-liook. I nailtd the swell's moatra in Ike ptuk; I 

picked the gentleman's pocket of his watch in the crowd, Ac. 

A person of an over-rea«hing, imposing, disposition, ii ' 

called a nail, a dead naif, a nailing r^sca), a rank nttdit, 

or a needle-pointrr. 
Nailed. Secured, fined. He offered me a decus, and I 

nailed him ; he offered mea crown, and 1 struck, or fiaHlnn. 
, Nail m your Coffin, To drink drams repeatedly, i( is 

'abferved, is adding anotlier nail to yowr coffin. 
'Nancy, The posteriors. 
Nanny-House. A brothel. 
Nap. To cheat at dice by securing one chance: also. 1» 

catch the ""• disease. You've napt it ; you are inf^ted. 
Napkin-Snatching, or Foole-Hunting. Shaking j»oc*rt— 

handkerchiefs. An old channt niiKjbus : — 



And ■ nsl tfast I will slog you, 
II atalt bo fuU of glcc. 

" Wilhinj (blldeaull.&c'" 

. NappER. The head: also, a cheat or thief. 
Nappbr of Naps. A sheep stealer. Cant. 
Napping. To take any one napping; i.e. to come upon khi 

unexpectedly, to tind him asleep: as, be catight htm nap 

ping, as Morse caught his mare. 
TRAPPY Ale. Strong ale. 
Nap the Bib, To cry ; as, the mollisher nnpp'd her W>; II* 

woman fell a crying ~ ' ■ 
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Nash. To go uway (Vnqi, or ijuit, any place or cooipHpj : 
9p«iikm^ of a person who Ugone, they say, he Js nathti, or 
Air. Nuih is eouccrntd. 

Va9C, orNASKlK. A priwn or bridewell. The new iigsk ; 
Clerkenwell Lridemll. Tothll-liFlds nask ; tbc hTklewell at 

'' Telhil-lield*. Cant. 

Nation. An abbrevislinn of ctnrannlion: a viilr-ir Ifrm used 

' in Ktnt, Susaes, and the adjacent coiiiiliF«, fur very. Na- 
tion good; very good. A nation loi>^ way; a very long 

Katty Lads. Young thieves or pickpockets. Cgnt, 

Matosal. a mistreis. a child : aUo, an idiot. A uaMtral J 

ton or daughter; a love, or merry begotten, child, u bas- 
, tard. 
Mavy OFMrB, The Fleet prison. Coiamaiider of the Fkel : 

the warden of the Fleet prisou. 
Nat-Word. A bye-word, proverb. 
■Hazy. Drunken. Nazy cove or nioit; a drunken rogue or 
harlot. Nazv nabs; drunken cuxcouibe. 
Neb, or Nib. The bill of a bird, or the slit of a pen. Fi- 
guralrvely, the face and inuulh of a wuiuari ; a». ^Ik Iiolfls 
'. np her neb; »he holds np her moulh to he kissed. 
KecK' Verbs. Formerly lli« persons claiuinK the beneflt of 
V plvrfry were obltgod to read a %er*o in a L^liu manuscript 
'• psalter; this raving them from the gallows, was termed Ibeir 
*■ neck-verse : it wai the first verse of the fifty-firit pialm, 
y\ Mittrere tnti. &c. 
VecK Wkei>. Hemp. 

^E-DASH. Of no use. Nulliing. -^ 

WEEDLB. To netdle a periion ii to hsgg;le with bini in making 
a bargain, and. if possible, take advantage of him, though 
— in the most trifling article. Set Nail. 
Mbedle Point. A sharper. 
' rBDY-Mt2i!LRR. A pour ragged object of cither sex ; u 
—^ J hub by looking person. 
k^EGLiGEE. A woman's undressed gown, vulgarly terio^ a 
!• iK^ledigee. 
ciEGROE. A black-a-moor : 6guralively used for a slave. I'll 

be no man's negro; I will be no man's »lave. 
MIeqroes' Hradb. Brown loaves delivered (o the ships in 

ordinary. 
^Escto. He spo^s a Nescio ; lie pretends ddI to understand 
anything. Af^er the senat<vhonse examination for degrees, 
the students proceed to the schouh to be questioned by tiie 
k" |>roctor. According to custom immeiDotial the answers mvat 
be Neicio. The following is a translated specimen : 
Qvri. What is vour name?— i^iu. 1 do nut |uiuw, 
1,2 
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Quti. Wliat h llienRme of lliis University. — Am. I ilo not 

know. 
Qiiet. Who was your Talher ? — Jtis. 1 do nut know. 
This last is probably the only true answer of the three I 
^ Nbttled, tTmeHjprovoked, out of temper. HeorstiebM 

'^ pissed on a nettle : said of one who is peevish or 'OVt of 

temper. 

New Drop. The scafioiil used at New^te for bmging 
cntninab; which, dropping down, leaves them saspeodtd. 
By this improvement, the use of that vulgar vehicle, a nrt, 
is entirely left off. 

Nbwoatb Bird. A thief or sharper, frequently cagvd b 
Newgate. 

Newgate Solicitor. A petty-fogging and roguish altome^ ' 

New Guinea. First possession of income, Oxf. Unh.ttm, 

New Light. One of the new light; a methodist. '■ — ' ' 
jvlio attends the gaols to assist villains in evading justice. 

Newman's Hotel. Newgate. 

Newman's Lift. The gallows. 

Newman's Tba-Gabdbns. Newgate. 

New Settlements. Final reckoning. Ox/. Univ. cant. 

Nib. a gentleman, or person of (he higher order. People 
who affect gentility or consequence, without any real pre- 
tensions thereto, are from hence vulgarly called Half'tnittt 
Half-swelh ; and, indeed, persons of low minds, who coo* 
ceive money to be the only criterion of gentility, are loo 
apt to stigmatize with the beforc-mentioued epithets UJ 
man, who, however well-bred and educated, may be «• 
duced to a shabby external, but still preserves a sense of 
decorum in his manners, and avoids associating with Ibe 
vagabonds ainong whom he may uafortunately be doomed to 

Nibbed. Taken in cuslodj. 

Nibble. To pilfer IriHing articles, not having spirit to toB"* 

any thing of conseijuence. 
NiBBLER. A pilferer, or petty thief. 
Nick. To win at dice, to hit the mark just in the nick « 

time, or at the critical moreenL 
Nick. Old Nick ; the Devil. 
NicKiN, NiKEY, or NiEEV, A soft simple fellow: sIjo, < 

diminutive of Isaac. 
NiCKNACKS. Toys, baubles, or curiosities. 

NlCKNACKATORY. A tOy-shop. 

Nick Name, A name given in ridicule or contempt: froW 
the French nom dt nique. Ni^ut is a movement of the bM^ 
lo mark a contempt for any person or thing. 

Nick Ninny. A simplelon. 
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, 01 NtNcuMPoop. A tootith fdlow ; « in 
lit muoceoU 
riPFVNAi'FY Fellow. A Infler. 

The clijipitigs of money. Nigging ; clipping. Niglrr, 
a clqipcr. Cant. 

llGQUSa. Cutting uwbwiirdly, tridiug: also, accompany- 
' tag with a womnn. 

IlOHTiNCALE. A soldier who, as Die term b, »ngs out at 
the balberti. It is a point of honour in some regimeutj, 
J tl)e greniidiecs, never to cry out, or become niglil- 
ingales, whilst under tlie discipline of the cat of nine taiU : 
to avoid which, they chew a bullet. 

ftOHT MAofSTRATB. A cODStablc. 

IlOBTMAN. One whose business il U to empty necesaary- 
boosM in London, which is alwuys done in the night; the 
openlion is called a wedding. See Wedtiing. 

lilOMBMOo. A very silly fellow. 

NiM. To steal or pilfer : from the Germau nemen, to lake. 
Nlm a togeniau ; steal a cloak. 

IflMOlMHER. A physician or surgeon, particularly those 
Itbo cure the enviable disease. 

HiHB Lives. Cats arc said to have nine lives, and women 
■ call lives. 

!iiNNY, orNiKNyiiAMMBR. A simpleton, 
cheat. Bung-nipper ; a cut-purse. 

Hip Cheese. A nick-name for the purser of a ship : from 
those gentlemen being supposed sometimes to nip, or di- 
rotntsh, the allowance of the seamen in that and every other 
article : it is also applied to stingy persons in general. 

Sipfbukin. A small measure'. 

KirPBRs, Handcuffs, Cant. 

filPPS. Tile shears used in clipping money. 

Hn Squbbger, i.e. SgUEEzSR. A hair-dresser. 
Nothing. 
. . A king. A man of rank. 

Sob. The head. 

Nob it. To act with such prudence and knowledge of the 
world, as to prosper and become independent without any 
kbour or bodily exertion ; this is termed nobbing it, or 
fighUng nob work. To effect any purpose, or nblain any 
ifijog by means of good judgement ;ind sagacity, is called 
mahhinf; it for such a thing. 

nOM-PlTCHEBK. A general term for those sharpers who at- 
' ~d at fairs, races, &c. To take in Witjlatt at prick in the 
„ -ter, cups and halb, and other similar arlitices. 

Kaft-TBATCHRR. A pcnike-inaker. 

NocATCtiv NO HAW. If I am not caught, I cannot be 
liurt. Negro toying. 
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Nock, Tlie breech ; I'roiu nock, & noich. 
NocKY Boy. A <tull simple fellow. 
Nod. He is gone to the land of Nod ; fa« is a^lee)>. 
Noddle. The head. 

XoQDY, A ^tmplelon or fool: also, a kind of Ion cart, witb 
a »Mt before it for the driver, usfd in and about Dublin, m 
the mauner of hackney -coach. Knave noddy; the dd- 
fiuhioned iiaine for the knave of lrumii«. 
VoiSY Doo Racket. Stealiug bras* knockera froM dootl. 
NoKES. A ninny, or fool. John-a-Nokes and Tum-a-Stilei; 
two honest peaceable gentlemen, repealedly set to^Uier by 
the ears by lawyers of different denominations-, two lictitioat 
names formerly used in law proceediugB, but ouW *en 
seldom, having for several years past been supplanted by tin 
other honest peaceable gentlemen, namely, John I>oe ud 
Richard Roe. 
Noll. Old Noll ; Oliver Cromwell. 
NoN-CoN. A noii-coiiforDiiit, presbyterian, or any oU* 

dissenter. 
NoNK'SrcK. One thnt is unequalled ; freiuenllt ■|)|)M 

ironically. 
Nonpareil Club. This club was established at (he IxwK 
of johu Randall, the celebrated pugilist, at the Hole-ia-llie- 
Wall, Chancery-luite, in 1819: and named ufler him, (tm 
his bein^ termed the Nonpareil of the boxers. It i> 
held every Monday evening during the ieason ; and it itfin 
and ritnf. 
Nonsense. Melting butter in a wig. 
NoozED. Married, hanged. 
Norfolk Capon. A red herring, 

Norfolk Dumpling. A nick-name, or ten n i>r jocular 
proHch to a Norfolk man ; dumplings being a favourite food- 
ill that county. 
North Allebtons. Spurs; that ))lace, Uke RippAn, 

famous for making thcin. 
Northumberland. Lord Northumberland's arms; a 

eye : so called in the lant century. Ohultte. 
Norway Neckloth. The pillory, usually mitde of Norw^ 

fir, 
KosR. As plain ss the nose on your face; evidently to b< 
seen. He is led by the nose; be is govenied. To folloM 
one's nose ; to go straight forward. To put one's note oul 
of joint; to rival one in the favour of any person. To n^ 
II bridge of any one's nose ; to pass by him in drinking'. Tc 
nose a stink ; to aniell it. He cut off bis nose to be re- 
venged of his face ; said uf one wfio, to be revenged tto lii» 
iieigbbour, has materially injured himself. 
Nose, A thief who becomes an evidence ugainst his acoom- 



N U E 



jilices : aUo, a person who, seeing otte or more auspicious 
characters in (he iitrcels, makes a point of walchin); them, 
in order to frustrate any atlvmpt they may make, or cause 
their apprehension : also, a spy or informer of auy (le- 

bse. To give evidence. To inform. His pall nosed and 
'he was twisted for a crack ; his confederate turned iusg'* 
!evidence, aud he was hanged far bui^lary. 
OSE. To ROM, is to pry into any person's proceeding! in 
BO impertinent manner. To note upon an^ one, is to lell 
of anv thing be has said or done with a view to injure him, 
or to benefit yourself. 

B-Bao. a bag fastened to (be horsed head, in wliicb 

;Uie soldiers uf the cavalry put the oats given to their 

bag in liU face; 
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r rode private. 
PugiUitic cant. 



^orses : whence the sayin^ 

t. e. he has been a private man, 

pSEOAY. A blow on the nose, 

Pse-Gbnt. 

Featbeb to fly with. Ruined, &c. Cant, 

DTCH. The monoiyllable. 
ROTB. He changed his note; be told another soil of a story. 
jCoTiCBTOQUiT. A cant phrase. Whena|>ersou is in dauger 
""of dying from bad health, it in said, be bus received ■■ a 

notice to quit," 

;iUS.Box. The [lead. 

izzLE. The nose of a man or woman. 

ffB. The neck: also, coition. 

DBDiNG. Hanging. Nubbing cheat; the gallowx. Nab- 
bing cove; llie hangman. Nubbiiig ken: ll"; sessions 

()G. An endearing word : as. My dear nug ; my dear lovf. 

pCGiNG-DRKSS. An oul-of-t he-way old-fashioDi'd dress. 

Or rather a loose kind of dress, deooting a courtoao. 

EGGING- Hon SB. A brothel. 

DLL. To beat; as. He nulled liim heartily. 
Null-Gbopebs. Persons who sweep (he sireels, in search of 

old iron, nails, &c. Cant. 
Nulling Cove. A iigbliiig man. 

fDMBBRS. To consult the book of numbers: a term uied 
in the House of Cumaions, when, instead of answering or 
confuting a pressing argumvitt, the minister calls fur a 
„, division, i. e. puts the matter to the vote. 
NuMBSCULL. A stupid fdlow. 

NuMMS. A sliam collar, to be worn over b dirty »hirt. 
Nunnery, A bawdy-house. 

Nurse. To cheat: as, ibey nursed hiui out of it. Au 
i estate iu Ihe bauds of Uutteet, fur the payment of debts, 
is said to be at nurse. 
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KllT. To pItHae a person by any littl« act of iissiduily, by 
a prcseiil, or bv flalleritin words, is called nulling biro; 
as the jireaeiil, &c. by wliitb you have gruli6ed tlieni, ii 
termed a nul. 

Nutcrackers, The pillory: as. The (jult peeped thrnugb 
Ihe nulcraekers. 

Nutmegs. Testicles. 

NuTG. It was nuts for them; i. e. it mas very Hgieeablc to 
them. 

Ndts. Fond, pleased. She's outs upon her cull; »lw'» 
pleased with her culty. The core's nutting the Uowea ; 
the man is trying to please the girl. 
, Nuts upon it. To I>e »ery much pleased or gratified wilU 
any object, adventure, or overture ; so a person who con- 
ceives a strong inclination fur aoolher of the opposite its, 
is said to be quite nstiy, or nuU upon him or her. 

Nuts l^pon Yourself. A man who is much gratified witk 
any bargain he has made, narrow escape he has t 



which he 



other 

self-salisfuction or gladu 

quite nuls upon himself. 
Ntp, or Nip. A hall' pint, a nip of all 

perkin, a small vessel. 
Nypper, a cut-pui 



IS interested, will express I 
by declaring that he is, or mii 



whence the nip- j 



lied by one Wotlnn, wlm, in 
the year 1685, kept an academy for the educatian and 
perfection of pickpockets and cut-purses: his school <ms 
near Billingnjale, London. As in Ihe dress of aucieol 
times many people wore their purses at their girdln, 
cutting Ihem waa a branch of Uie light-fingered art, which 
is now lost, Iboiigh the name remains. Majtlaud, frou 
Stow, gives the following account of this Wolton : This 
man was a gentleman born, and some time a merchant 
of good credit, but fallen by time into decay: he kept aa 
ale-house, near Smart's Key, near Billiusgate. afterwards, 
for some misdemeanour, put down. He reared up a new 
trade of life, and in the same house he procured all Ihe 
cut-piirses about the city to repair to il; there was 
a school-house set up to teach boys In cnt [rarws: 
two devices were hung up; one was a pocket, and 
another was a purse; the pocket had in it certain coun- 
ters, and was hung about with hawks bells, and over the 
top did bang a little sacring bell. The purse had silver 
in it ; and he that could take out a couater, without noise, 
of any of the bells, was adjudged a judicial nypprr: ne- 
Gording to Iheir terms of art, u JoyiUr was a pick-pocket) 
a nypper was a pick-purse, or cut-purse. 
NVp-^UOF. The Peacock, in Gray's-Itm-lauc, wheic Bnrtuv' 
ale is sold iii nyps. 



pAV. A Mlly fellow. 

iOafish. Simple. 

iX>AK. A ricb man, a niaD of good substance and credit. 

', To apart uak : to shut the outward door of a student's 
room, at college. An oakeu towel ; an oaken cudgel. To 
rub a man down with an oaken towel ; to beat Inm, 

iOar. To put in one's oar ; to interniedille, or give an opi- 

V nion unu^ked ; as. To be sure, ^ou mu&l put in your oarl 

t Oaths. The favourite oaths of the thieves of the present 
I da; are, " God strike me blind!" " I wish ray b^~y eyes 
t may drop out if it is not true!" " So help me G-d !" 

. " B y end to me !" 

jiOATB. He has sowed his wild oats ; he is staid, or sober, 
t bavvng let^ off his wild tricks. 

fO BE Joyful, I'll make you sing O be joyful, on the 

f .other side of your mouth; a threat, implying tbc parly 

threatened will be made to cry. To sing O be easy; to 

'. ' appear contented when one has cause to complain, and 

"O BE Joyful. Good licjuor; brandy. Sea term. 
IObsthopulous. Vulgar misnomer of obitreperoui 
* was going my rounds, and found this here gemman very 
1| obslropulous, whereof I comprehended him as as auspi- 

SOcctiPY, To occupy a woman ; to faave carnal knowledge 
of her. 
Odd-COME-SHOBTLy's. I'll do it one of these odd-come- 
t shorlly's; I will do it some time or another. 
"Odd Fellotts. A society uf that name, that make use of 
[l signs and pass words, to recognize any one of their onter. 
' There are numerous lodges of Odd Fellows iu all parts 
I of the kingdom. 

"Odds Pldt and hee Nails. A Welsh oath, fre»iuenlly 
H mentioned in a Jocular manner by persons, it is hoped. 
> ignorant of it's meaning; which is. By God's blood, and 
^ the nuiis with which he was nailed to the cross. 
I^Office, To give the office; to give information, or make 
' signs to the officers to take a thief. 
il Ogles. Eyes, Rum ogles ; fine eyes. 
ikOiL OF Barley, or Barley Broth. Strong beer. 
I'-Oil op Gladnbss. I will anoint you with the oil of glad- 
' ness ; ironically spoken for, I will beat you. 
uOlL OF Palms. Money, Cant. 
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O N E 

Oil of STlBRPi'. A ilone the cobbler gives his wife wbeiiever 

»h« is obstrep^roDB. 
Ol tlOAAOi. (Cambridge.) The many; the mullilude; 

who take degrees without being entitled fur an houM 

All that is required, are Ibree books of Euclid, ain^ 

ns Quadratic Equations In Algebra. See Plucebd. ^ 
Old Chap. A good-natured tiash phrase. Cant. 
Old Ding. 5k Hat. 
OtD Doo AT IT. Expert, accustomed. 
Old Doss. Bridewell. 
Old Hand. Knowing or expert in any business. 
OldHabry. a couipositioD used by vintners to adulKiale 

their wines: aUu, tlie oick-name for the Devil. 
Old Lag, A tuna or womau who has beeu traDsported, is 

to called «n returning home, by those who are actiuaiDled 

with the secret. Sec Eag. 
} .Ols Mb. Goxy, A piece of gold. 

Old Nick. The Devil: from Nektn, the evil spirit of Uie 

north. 
Old One. The Devil. Likewise, an expression of (|uiMical 

familiarity, as, "how d'ye du. Old one?" 
Old Peoo. Poor Yorkshire cheese, made of skimoMid milk. 
Old Poger. The Devil. 
Old Stager. One accustomed to business, one who knows 

mankind. 
Old Toast. A brisk old fellow. Can*. 
Oliveb. The iduod. 
Oliver IS IN Town. A phrase signifying that (he uigbts are 

moonlight, and, consequently, unfa«our«ble to depredatioB. 
Oliver's Scull. A chamber pot. 
Oliver's op. The moon has risen. 
Olivrr Whiddlbs. The moon shines. 
Olu Compolli. The name of one of (he principal rogius 

of tite canting crew. Cant. 
OMNltJM Gatbbrum. The whole together : jocular iraitatioD 

of law Latin. 
Oits IN Tbn, a parson : an allusion to his tithes. 
One op Us, or one or my Cousins. A woiimn of llie 

(own, a harlot. 
One Two. Id boxing, two blows r^ipidly put iu uAer each 

other. Jem Belektr was distinguished for his one Jwf. 

Vide note to Randall's Diary, page 70- 
One upon tour Taw. A person wlto take> otVenc« at ibe 

conduct of another, or conceives himself injured by ibe 

latter, will say. never mind, I'll be one vpon your tatc; W, 

I'll be a marble on i/ourtew; meaning, I'll be even with 

you some time. 



O V E i 

OVtifftt A Kftl. Ontaii hiiiit^n i a clusi of i^Auttj; IliitKta' 
who tre on tlie Inok oul for i;piitlem«n mIki wrar (heir 
Real* sus|ieTi(<e(l on a ribbon, which Ihry cut, and thus »• 
cure Iht bphIs ur other trhih«b Bu»jwnde«t to Ihe walch. 

O.P. AN D P.S. Theatrical cant, for Opposite the Prompter, 
tind Prompt Si6r. 

Open Arse. A medlar. See Medlar. 

OpTiME. Tlie senior and Junior o[>t)ines art Ihe tecnnd and 
last clasBeR of Cadibrtdge honours conferred on tailing: >^ 
degree. That of wranglen is the first. The last juoior 
uptime i^ called Ihe Wooden S|>oon. 

Ordeh-Racket. Obtaining goods from a slinpkecpcr. by 
means of a forged order or false pretence. 

Organ. A pipe. Will you cock your organ? will you 
smoke your pipel 

Ostler. Oalstenler, 

Ottomised. To be ottoniised ; to be dissected. You'll be 
»crR|!ged, ottomised, and grin in a g\a»i cate ; you'll bfl 
hang«d, anatomised, and your skeleton kepi in a gluM cue, 
at Surgeons' Hall. 

Ottomv, The vulgar word for a akelelou. 

Out AND Outer. Complete, up to every thing: uIm, a 
despentle thief, who values not Ihe laws, b»t bids dejiaoce 
to every opposition. 

Out at Heels, or Oitt at Elbows. In declining cir- 
cumstances. 

Out of Print. Slang made use of by booksellers. Id 
speaking of any person that is dead, they observe, " he 
ta out of print.'' 

Out of the Way. A thief who knows that he is soueht 
after by llje traps on some information, and, consequeirfly, 
goes out of town, or otherwise conceals himself, is said by 
his pallt to be 6ul 6f tkt way for so and so, naming Ihe 
particular offence he slunds char|>ed with. See Wanted. 

Out of Twig. To put yourself out of twig, is to dlsguUe 
your dress aud appearance, to avoid being recognised, on 
some particular account ; a man rednced by poverty to w«ar 
a shabby dress is said by his acquaintance to be tmt of twig : 
to put any article out of tteig, as a stolen coat, cloak, Ac. 
is to alter it in such a way that it cannot be identified. 

OtTTRUN THE Constable. A mna who bus lived above his 
means, or income, is said to have outrun the constable. 

Outs. A gmlleman of three outs. See Gentleman, 

Oven. A gri'at mouth ; the old woman would never Iikvo 
looked for her daughter in tlie oven, had she not been tb«re 
herself. 

Overseer. A man staoding in the ptilory, is, from his ele- 
vated siltiation, said to be an overseer. 
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PAL 

Owl. (To catcb the) A trick practised upon iguorant coitn- 
Iry boobies, who are decoyed into a barn uoder pretence 
of catching an owl, where, after divers prelimiaariei, the 
joke ends in tfaetr having a pail of water poured upon their 
heads. 

Owl in an Ivy Bush. He looks like >in owl in an ivy buih; 
frequeDlly said of a person with a large frizzled wig, or a 
woman whose hair is dressed ^-la-blowze. 

Oystbr. a gob of thick phlegm, spit byaconsumptiveniin; 
in law Latin, unum viridum gobbum. 



P'$, To mind one's P's and Q's; to be allentite to the miin 
chance. 

F.P.C. An inscription on the visiting cards of our mudero.fiot 
gentleman, signil^ing that tlie^ liave called pour jn-nu^r«cM' 
g^, i. e. ' to take leave.' This lias of late been ridiculed bj 
cards inscribed D.1.0. i. e. ' Damme, I'm off.' 

JACKET. A false report. 

pACRTHBBAD. To talk packthread: to use indecent 1»- 
guage well wrapt up. 

Fad. The highway, or a robber thereon: also, abed. Foot- 
pads; foot robbers. To go out upon the pud; to go out ia 
order to commit a robbery. 

Pad Bobrowgrs. Horse-steulers, 

Paddy. The geueral name for an Iris&muo; being ibe ati- 
brevialion of Patrick, the name of the tutelar saint of tbil 
island. 

Pad the Hoof. Srt Beat the Hoof, 

Pailliaros. Those whose fathers were clapperdogens, or 
beggars bo ru, and who themselves follow the same trade: 
the female sort beg with a number of children, borrowing 
them if they have not a sudicJent number of their own, and 
making them cry by pinching, iu order to excite charity: the 
males make artificial sores on different parts of their bodies, 
to move compassion. 

Painter. I'll cut your painter for you; I'll send yon off: the 
painter being the rope ihitt holds the boat fast lo the ship. 
Sea term. 

Pair op Wings. Oars. Cant. 

Palaver. Toflatler: originally, an African word for a trcatj, 
talk, or conference. 

Pall. Acompanipn. Oue who generally accompanteE ano- 
ther, or who commit robberies together. 

Palm. To bribe, or give money, for the iiUuriimcut of any 



PAS 

object or iadulgeoce ; and it is tlien luii tKu we~f 
receiTcs it is palmed, or thai Mr. Palmer t» concrrtud. 
Palming Racket. Secreting nion«y in the palm of the hand; 

a game at which some are very expert. 
Pam. The knave of eluhs. 
pANNAM. Bread. 

Pannibr-Mah. a servant belonging to the Temple and 
j, Gray's Inn, whose office ia to aanonace the dinner. This, 
. in the Temple, is done by blowing a horn ; and, in Gray's Inn, 
byproclairoiugtbe word Manger, Manger, Manger, m eacli 
of the three courts. 
Panny. a house. To do a pauny ; to rob a house. Srethe 
Session's Papers. Probably, panny originally meant the but- 
ler's pantry, where the knives and forks, spoons, &c, are 
usually kept. The pigs frisked my panny, and nailed my 
screws; the officers searched my houje, and seized my pick- 
lock keys. Cant. 
Pantbk. a hart; that animal is, in the Psalms, said to pBnt 
after the fresh water brooks : also, the human heart, which 
frequently pants in time of danger. Cant. 
PantilB'Shop. a presbylerian, or other dissenting meeting- 
house, frequently covered with pastilcs: called, alto, a 
cock-pit. 
PAI4TLBS. A butler. 
Pap. Bread satice : also, the food of infants. His mouth is 

full of pap; he is still a baby.. 
Papkr-Scull. A thin-aculled foolish fellow. 
Parenthesis. To put a man's nose into a pareuihesis; to 
pull it, the fingers and thumb answering the hooks or crotchets, 
A wooden parenthesis; the pillory. An iron parenthesis; a 
prison. 
Parings, The chippings of money. Canl. 
Pabish-Bull. A parson. 
Parish, His stockings are of two parishes; i. e. they are not 

fellows, 
Pabk-Paleino. Teeth, 

Parson. A guide post, hand or finger-post by the road side, 
for directing travellers: compared to a parson, because, like 
him, it sets people in the right way. See Guide Post. 
Parson Palmer. A jocular name, or term of reproach, to 
one who stops the circulation of the glass by preaching over 
bis li()Uor ; as it is said was done by a parson of that name 
whose cellar was under bis pulpit, i 

Parson's Journeyman. A curate. I 

Partial. IndiQiug more to one side thantheother, crooked, 

all o' one hugh. 
Pass Bank. The place for playing at passage, cut into 
the ground almost like a cock-pit : ^so, the stock or fund. 



PEA 

fASSAcis, A oaiup e^mc with three liiee: doublets makiii|; 

up tea, or nii>re, to pass or win; any olher chanci?« low. 
Pat. Appoiite, ur to lb« purposi^. 
Pate. The head. Carrotty-patcd ; red-haired. 
Patlander. An Irishman. 

Patrico, or Patek-Cove. The fifteenth rank of the cantiic- 
' tribe; strotting prie»l:t thai marry people und^r it hed^ w'Ab- 

out gospel or cotnnioD prayer book : the couple, itimdlnf; on 
. each side of s dead beast, are bid to live together till dnih 
' Ihem does part: ao, shaking Iiandi, the weddiDg ii «i!d«d: 

also, any minister or parson. 
I*ATTERING. Tlie mauodenng or pert replies of serrsnUf 
' »\io, talk or palaver, in order to nmuse one intended to be 
' cbenled. Pattering of pmyers; llie oonfuied sound of a 

number of persons praving together. 
PattrR. To talk. To 'patter Hush; to speak fia'>h, nr tlie 

language used by thieves. How the blowen lushes jack^r 

and patters flash ; how the wench diiohs gin und Ifittt 
>' flash. 

Pavier's Workshop. TIw street. 

■pAUM. To couceal in the hand. To paum a die; to hide fe 
' die in the palm of the hand. Hepaums; he cheats. Don't 

pretend to paiim that upon me. 
Paunch. The belly. Some think paunc-h was the orij^l 
■ name of that facetious prince of pu|>pets, nuw called Mr. 

Punch, as he is always represented with a very promirfent 

belly: though the common ojiinion Is, that both the namemtd 
' character were taken from a celebrated llalian coiiiediitDicrite^ 
- PolichencUo. 

Look Bt his dirty pakvs. Fore |»w ; 
the fool. To paw ; to louoli or hm* 



|-i*AW. A hand or fool, 
the hand. Hind paw 



die 



silv. 



luglity tricks: s 



expression i 



Paw-paw Tbicks, Nf 
i' nuntet, &Q. to childrc 
Pay. To smear over. To pay the bolfom of a ship, orboat; 
lo smear it over with pitch: the dcvtl to pay ynd no pildl 



>r ready. Sea term. Also, lobeut; 
' as Paul paid the Ephesians, over the face 
your d— d jaws. To pay away; to fight i 
eat voraciously. To pay through the nose 
vugant price. 
■ "Pbach. To impeach: called, also, to blou 
or turn stag. 
Peak. Any kind of lace. 
PbaL. To ring a peal in a man's ears ; to ) 

wife rang hira such a peal ! 

Pear-Makino. Taking bounties from several regiments artd 

immediately desetltng. The cove was fined in the steel for 



and eyes, and a)l 
nanfully : also, to 
1 til pay an uln- 

the gab, sqaeak, 



i^old At hin 



PER 

pe>r-mnking ; the fetlnw was imprisoned in tlie bouse of cor- 
rection for (akiag bounties from dilTereiit re^imeats. 

Peccavi. To cry peccivi ; lo aclmowWge one's self in 
an error, to own a fault: from ihe Latin, peccavi, I Imve 
sinned, 

Pbck. Victuals. Peck and booze; victuals and drink. 

Peckish. Hungry. 

Pbculiab, a mistress. 

Fkd. a biUc«t. Cant. 

Pbdlak's Fkench. The cant language. Pedlar's pony; a 

. walking stick. 

Peel. To striii : allusion to the taking off the coat or rind of 
Btj orange or apple, 

Pbeper. a spying-gluss: alio, a looking'gluss. Track up 
tlie dancers aiid pike with the peeper: whip up stairs and run 
off with the lookjng-glasg. Cant, 

Peepers. Eyes. Single peeper ; a one-eyed man. 

pBBPiNoToM. A nick -name for a curious prying fellow; de- 
rived from an old legendary tale, told of a tailor of Coventry, 
■rhu, when Godiva, countess of Chester, rode at noon (juite 
naked through that town, in order lo procure certain immu- 
nities for the inhabitants, (notwithstanding the rest of the 

I people ahni up their bouses,) slily peeped out of hia window, 
for which he was miraculously struck blind. His figure, 
peeping out of a window, is still kept up in remembrance of 
the transaction. 

f EEPY. Drowsy. 

f E£R. To look about, to be circumspect. 

pEEBY. Inquisitive, suspicious. The cull's peery ; that fel- 
low suspects something. There's a peery, 'tis 'snitch; we 
are observed, there's nothing to be dune. 

Peg. Old peg; poor bard SuSblk or Yorkshire cheese. A 
peg is, also, u blow with a straight arm : a term used by the 
professors of gymnastic arts, A peg in the day-light, the 
victualling office, or the haltering place ; a blow in the eye, 

. stomach, or under Ihe ear. 

-Peg Trantum's. Gone to Peg Trantum's; dead. 

Pbll-hbll. Tumultuously, helter-skelter, jumbled together. 

Pelt. A heat, chafe, or passion ; as, What a pelt he was 
■dI Pelt is also the skin of several beasts. 

Pbnancb-Board. The pillory. 

Pemny wise akd Pound i^oolisu. Saving in small matters, 
and extravagant in great. 

pE^THocsE-NAB. A broad brimmed hat. 

Peppered. Infected with the venereal disease. 

■Peppery. Warm, passionate. 

Pbrkin. Water cyder. 

. Pbrbivinklb. a wig. 
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Pbbsuaders. Spurs. Th« kidtley clapped lib peisuadert 
to his prad, but the traps boiied liiio ; ihe li^hwaymaa 
spurred his horse hard, but the officers seiaied bim. 

" 'TwB3 Wit uAii^g pemwdcn upon i dead proJ." 
Vidt Crib't JUemanal. 

Pet. In n pet; in a passion or tniC 

Peter. A porlmenteau or cloak-bag. Biter of peters; one 
that makes it a trade to steal boxes and trunks from behind 
stage coaches or out of waggous. To rob Peter to pay 
Paul ; to borrow of one man to pay anotlier ; staled, alio, 
manceuvring the apostles. 

Peter-hunting, Traversing the streets or roads for the 
purpose of cutting away trunks, &c. from travelling car- 
riages; persons who follow this game are thence called 
prter-hunttTs, whereas the drag more properly applies to 
robbing carts or waggons. 

Peter-HCNTING-Jemmy. a small iron crow, particolarly 
adapted for breaking the patent chain, with which the 
luggage is, of late years, secured to gentleman's carnages; 
and which, being of steel, case-hardened, is fallacinosly 
supposed to be proof against the attempts of thieves. 

Peter Lug. Who is Peter Lugl wlio lets the glass stood 
at bis 7oor, or before bim ? 

Petticoat-hold. One who has an estate during his wife's 
life, called the apron-string hold. 

Petticoat-Pensioner. A mean-spirited fellow who lives 
with a woman of the town, and suifers her to maintain bim 
in idleness in the character of her fanc^-man. 

Pettish. Passionate. 

PETTyFOGGBR. A little dirty attorney, ready to uoderttke 
any litigious or bad cause: it is derived &om the FreiKb 
wordi, pttit vogue, of small credit, or little reputation. 

Pewtbr. Silver. Cant. 

Pharoah. Strong malt liquor. 

Philistines. Bailiffs, or oflicers of justice : also, drtinkard). 

Puos Bottlb. a bottle of phosphorous: used by house- 
breakers, to light ibeir laatbams. Ding the phos ; thtow 
away the bottle of phosphorous. 

Phrase of Paper, Half a quarter of a sheet. Sec VssSBL. 

Physog. The face. A vulgar abbreviation of pliysiognomj. 

Phtz. The face. Rum phyz; an odd iace or couDtcnance, 

Picaroon. A pirate: also, a sharper. 

Pickamny, a young child, an infant. Ntgro term. 

Picking, Pilfering, petty larceny. 

Pickle. An arch waggish fellow. In pickle, or in the 
pickling tub; in a salivation. There are rods in brine, or 
pickle, for him ; a punishment awaits him, or is prepued 
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for 111 ni. Pickle licrtitig: tin- Zaiiy or Mtrry Andrew of a 
nioiiiitcbiink . See Jack Pudding. 

PiCKTHANK. A tnle-bearer or niisthkf-nixker. 

PiCKT Hatch. To go tn the inanor of Pickt Halcli: a 
cant name for some piirt of the town noted for iHiwdy' 
houses In Shukspearc's lime, nnd used by Idm in thai si-ii»e. 

Pick-up. To enter into convers'.ition with any perBOii in lite 
street, for the purpose of execulin;; some design upon his 
personal property. Among sharpers, it is culled picking 
up a Jiat, a Johnny Raw, a muff, Ak. : also, by the drop 
core*, who act lof^ether; but this task is allotted lo Uie best 
eammonrr of the parly, who can spin a good yarn, likewise 
interesting in his conversation, who is termed the pieker- 
up. This latter personage ts generally enabled to tuck llic 
flnl out of what place he comes from, when be pretends 
he is also a native of the same town, but left it a long lime: 
this has the desired eHect, and Ibey ai^jourH to a public- 
house, lo lake a glass together as old townsmen. The ri^ 
then commences ; the associates of the pieker-vp drop in, 
Hs it were, by accident, and appear -Art perfect stranger.^ 
but all join together in order to clean out the Jlat. The 
women of the town call it picking up a cull. 

PtcTURB- Frame. The slicritf's picture-frame ; the gullowi 
ir pillory. 

PiBCS. A weitch. A damned good or bad piece; a girl 
who is more or less active and ikilful in tlie amorous con- 
gress. Hence tbe (Cambridge) tfiasi, May we never have a 
pierr (peace) that will injure the coiistilulino. Piece lik«- 
wi.'e means, at Ctimbridge, u close, or spot ol'grimnd ailjacent 
to any of the colleges, as Clare- l|a 11 -piece, dtc. The 
spot of ground before King's College formerly belonged 
lo Clare-hall. While Ctare-piccc belonged to King's, the 
muster of Clare-hall proposed a awop, which being refused 
by tbe provost o( King's, he etected before their gates 
a temple of Cloacina. It will be uniieceaiary to say that 
fais arguments were soon acceded lo. 

Pig. a police olficer. A Chinu-street pig; a Row-street 
officer. Floor the pig and bolt; knock down Ibe ofHcer 
and run away. 

Pig. Sixpence. A sow's baby. Pig-wiilgeon ; a &im|deton. 
To pig together; to lie or sleep together, two or more in 
abed. Cold pig; a Jocular punishment inllicled by the 
maid servants, or other females of the bouse, on persons 
lying over long in bed: it consists in pulling otf all Ibe 
bed-do thea, and leaving tliem to pig or lie in the cold. To 
buy a pig in a poke ; to purchase any thing without seeing it. 
Pig's eyes; small eyes. Pigsnyes ; the sanie: a vulgar 
term of endearment to a woman. He can have boiled 
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pig ut houiv ; a nmrk t>f beiag master oi his own faouie : 
an allusion to a well known po«tu and story. Brandy is 
Latin for pig and goose; mi apolo^ for drinking n dmn 
after either. 
PlOBON. A weak slUv fellow easily imposed on. To pi- 
geon ; to cheat. To milk tbe pigeon ; tn attempt im- 
possibilities, to be put to shifts for want of moDey. To 
fly a blue pigeon; to steal leud off a ehurch. 
Pigeons. ShHq>ers, who, during the drawing of tbe lolteni, 
vnut, ready mounted, near Guildhall, and, as soon as the 
first two or three numbers are drawn, wliicli they receive 
from a confederate on a card, ride with them full speed 
to some distant insurance office, before tixed un, where 
there is another of the gang, coniniouly a deceot looking 
woman, who takes care to be at the office before the 
hour of drawing; to her he secretly gives tbe nuinbcc, 
which she insures for a considerable sum; thus biting 
the biler. v4« obtolcte trick. 

Pigeon's Milk. Boys and novices are frequently sent, on 
the iirst of April, to buy pigeon's milk. 

PiG-iiEADEI). Obstinate. 

Pig-running. A piece of game fret|uently praclised U 
fnin, wakes, &c. A large pig, whose tail is cut short, vnd 
both souped and greased, being turued out, is hunted bv 
tbe young men and boys, and becomes the property of hiui 
who can ciitcfa and hold him by the tail above the twigltl 
of his head. 

Pike. To run away. Pike off; run au-^y. 

Pilgrim's Salve. A sirrevereuce, human excrement. 

Pill, or Peel Gablick. Said originally to mean oih' 
whose skin or hair had fallen off from some disease, chitfl) 
the venereal one ; but now commonly used by pniOBs 
speaking of themselves: as, there stood poor Ptl) Gariick; 
i.e. there stood 1. 

PiLLALOO. The Irish cry or howl at funerals. 

PtMP. A male procurer, or cock bawd : also, a small faggot 
used about London for lighting fires ; named from intro- 
ducing the lire to the coals. 

Pimple. The head. 

Pimp Whiskin. A top trader in pimping. 

Pin, In or to a merry pin; almoNt drunk: au allumni to 
u sort of tankard, formerly used in theuorth, bavini; ailvtr 

Kegs or pins set at equal distances from the tup t» tbe 
Dttom : by the rules of good fellowship, wcry penoo 
drinking out of one of these tankards was tu iwallow 
the qnautity contained between two pins; if be drank more 
or less, he was to contitiae drinking till he ended at ■ 
pin : by this meaus, persons, u na ecu stum cd to measure Ihcif 
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ilraugliU, wrre obliged lo drink iLe whole Unkard, Ikiii'c, 
wlieii a person was a litlle elevated with liquor, lie wus 
said to have drunk lo a merry pin. 

Pin-Baskbt. The youugest clnld. 

PiMCH. To go inlo a Iradesmau'i shop under llie (>r«lGncc 
of purchaaJDg rings or other light articles, and witik ex- 
amining them lo ahif^ some up the sleeve of the I'ttal; 
aliio, to ask for chanf;e for a guinea, and when llic stiver 
is received, to change some of tlie good shillings for bad 
ones ; then suddenly prelending to recollect tliat you had 
sufficient silver to pay the bill, ask for the guinea again, 
au<l return the change, hy which means several had stitl- 
lings are passed. 

Pinchers, Rogues who, in changing money, hy dexterity 
of hand, frequently secrete two or three shillings out nf 
the change of a guinea, Tiiis specicH of roguery is called 

• the pinch, or ptnching-lay, 

Pinch-Gloak. a man who iporkt upon the pinch. 

PiNcu ON THE Parson's Side. To dcfrauil the j>arsoii 
of his lithe. 

Pindaric Heights. Study of Pindar's Odes. Oxf, Univ. 
I. cant. 

iPlNK. To stab or wound with a small sword: probably 
derived from the holes formerly cut in both men ami wo- 
men's cloUies, called pinking. Fuik of the fashion; the 
top of the mode. To pink nnd wink ; fref|uently wiubing 
the eyes through u weakness in Iheui, 

PiNiiiNC-DiNnEB. A sweater or niohawk. irhh. 

Pin Money. An allowance settled on a married woman 
for her pocket expenses. 

.piNs. 'Legs. Queer pins ; ill-shapen legs. Cant. 

piPEB. A broke»>winded horse. 

Pipes. Boots. 

:FisciNARiANs. A club or brotherhood, A.D. 1743. 

Pi^. He will piss wbcu he can't whistle; he will be hanged. 
He shall not piss my money against the wall ; lie shall uol 

, have niy money to spcud in liquor. 

He wlio oace b guod nunie gets, 
ii ftlnjpiHBbid, and «y liKiweHta. 

Piss-BURNBD. Discoloured: commonly applied to a ilis- 
, coloured gray wig, 

i*luiH6 DOWN ANY ONE'S Back. Flattering hiiD. 
PtssiKc Pins and Needles. To have a gonorrhea. 
.Pjss-makbr. a great drinker, one much given to liquor. 
Piss-Pot-Hall. a house at Clapton, near Hackney. bJilt 
by a potter chiefly out of the profits of chmiihcr pob, in 
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the bottom of tvhk-li llie (torlrail »{ Dr. Saclicvcrel nas 

'lepicted. 
Fiss Prophet. A pliysk-iiin who judges of the diseaaes of 

lii» patients solely bji llie inapeclion of their urine. 
Plss-PROliD. ■ Having a false ere<;tion. That old ftilow ihuugtrt 

he had an erection, but his was only piss-proud; said 

of any old fellow who marries a young wife. 
Pit. a watch-fob. He drew a rare thhoble from the swell'i 

pit ; he took a hanilsome watch from the gentleman's fob. 
Pit. To lay pit and boxes into one ; an operation in nid- 

wifery or copulation, whereby the division between the »mn 

and vagina is cut tbrongh, broken, and donioli^hed : a simile 

borrowed from the playhouse, when, for the bciiefil of some 

favourite player, the )iit and boxes are laid tugelbcr. The 

pit is also the hole tinder Ihe gallows, where i>oor rogues, 

unable to pay the fees, nre buried. 
PiT-A-pAT. The palpilatioii of the heart; as, my heart went 

pit-a-pat. Piutledy-pantledy ; the same. 
Pitcher. Newgale, tu London, is called by various namti; 

as the pitcher, (he stone pitcher, the atari, and tht itnf 

jug, according to the humour of Ihe speaker. 
Pitcher. The miracidons pitcher, that holds water ^ih the 

mouth downwards; a woman's commodity. She has cncked 

her pitcher, or pipkin ; she bas lost her maidenhead. 
Pit-Man. A pocket-book worn in the bosoni-|)ocket. 
Pitt's Picture. A window stopt up on Ihe inside to s>tr the 

tax imposed in that statesman's administration. Party wil. 
Plains of Bkttbris, The diversion of billiards, OsJ. 

Univ. cant. 
Plank. To conceul. SeoUh cant. 
Plant. The place in Ihe honse of the fence wheJe atolen 

goods are secreted. Any place where stolen goods arc cod- 

Plant, To hide, or conceal, any ]ierson or tiling, is lenned 
planting him or it ; niid any Ihing hid is called, tht pUmt; 
when alluded to in conversation, such article is said to be 
in plant ; the place of concealment is sometimes called Uk 
plant, as, 1 know of a R\k plant : thul i;, a secure liSrlii^- 
place. 'Vo tpring a plant, is to lind any thin); that has been 
concealed by another. To riie tht plant, is to take up and 
remove any ihing that has been hid, wlietber by yourself or 
another. A person's money, or valuables, secreted about 
his bouse, or person, is called li is plant. To plant upont 
man, is to set somebody to wattli his mulions ; also, to place 
any Ihing purposely in his way, that lie may steal it and 
be immediately detected. 

Plaster of warm Outs. One warm belly clB)>pctl lo an- 
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' ntb'er f a receijit rrequi'iilly prescribed for dtfferejit dis- 
oHers. 

Plate, Money, silver, pri^e. He is in for Ihe plate ; he bai 
won Ihe heat, i.e. is infected with the venereal disorder: a 
simile drawn from Iiorse-racing. Wben the plate 6eel comes 
ill ; wben money comes to band. 

Platter-fackd. Broad'faced. 

Play. To play booty ; to play willi an inlentioo to lose. To 
play Ibe wbole game; to c beat. To play least in slgbl ; to 
bitle, or keep out of tbe way. To play the devil; to be 
guilty of auwe ^reat irregularity or mismanagement. 

Play aCross. Wbat is commoitly termed |ilayiiif( booty; Ibal 
is, purposeljy losin;; tlie game, or nialcb, in order to take in 
Ibe Jlals wlin liave tiacked you (srr Bbidoe) while tbe 
tharpt divide Ibe spoil in whicb you bave a sbaie. This 
sort of treacbery extends to boxing, racing, and every other 
species of sjKirt on wliieb bets are laid ; sometimes a sham 
match is made for the purpose of inducing sirangeri to bet, 
wbich is decided in such a manner that the latter will in- 
evitably lose. A crou siguities generally any collusion or 
unfair dealing between several parties. 

Pldck. Courage. He wants pluck ; be is a coward. Against 
the pluck ; against the iticUnatiuti. Pluck the ribbon; ring 
the bell: To pluck a cruw with one ; lo settle a dispute, to 
reprove one for some past trau agression. To pluck a rose; 
an expression said to be used by women forguing to the neces- 
sary-bonsei which, in the country, usually stands !n Ibe 
garden. To pluck, also, signifies to deny a degree lo a can- 
didate at one of the universities, on account of insufhciency. 
The first three books of Euclid, and as far as Quadratic 
Equations in Algebra, will save a man from being plucked. 
These unfortunate fellows are designated by many oppro- 
brious appellalions, such as Ihe twelve apostles, the legiun 
of honour, wise men uf the Eait, *c. 

Plug Tail, a man's penis. 

Plumb. A liundred thousand pounds. 

Plummy. It is all plummy ; i.e. all is rigbl. or, as it ought 
to be. Cant. 

]PLUUP. Fat, full, fleshy. Plump in the pocket ; full in the 
pocket. To plump; to strike, or shuot. I'll give you a 
plump in the bread-basket, or victualling-office; I'll give 
you u blow in Ihe stomach. Plump his peepers, or day. 
lights; give him a blow in.the eyes. He pulled out \\\i pops 
and plumped hiuii he drew out his pistols and shot him. A 
plum|>er; a single vote at an election. Plump, also, means 
directly, or exactly: a>, it fell plump upon him; it fell 
directly upon him. 
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"Plump CuHRANT. T nm not plump currant; T am oaToi 

Plumpers. Contrivances said to be formerly worn by oW 
maids, for filling out ii pair of afarivelled clieeks. 

Plter. a crutch t also, a Irarfer, 

Poaching Countky. Resort nf nil wbo go shooting. 0*^. 
Univ. cant. 

Pockets to let. Out of cash : done op. Cant. 

PoGtiR. A bug. Catit. 

Poor. Drunk. 

Point. To stretch a point ; to exceed some usual limil. to 
lake u great stride. Breeches were usually tied up Willi 
points, a kind of short laces, formerly given away by the 
church- wardens at Whilsnutide, under (lie deniimtualioD of 
tags: by taking a great stride Iheae were stretched. 

Point Failure. Catastrophe of plucking. Ox/. Univ. tMl. 

Poisoned. Big with child: that wench is poisoned, see fco* 
her bcllv is swelled. Poi^on-pated ; red-haired. 

Poke. A" blow with the fisl. I'll lend you a poke. A poke 
likewise means u sack ; whence, to buy a pig iu tt poke; 
i.e. to buy miv thing without seeing or properly exanm- 
ing it. 

Poker. A swonl. Forc-poker; aces and kings at imrdl. To 
bum your poker: to catch the venereal disease. 

Pole. He is like a rope-dancer's pole, lead at bolhemlaj a 
saying of u stupid sluggish fellow. ' 

Polish, To polish the king's iron with one's eyebrows ; lo be 
in gaol, and look through Ibe iron-grated windowa. To 
pohsb a bone ; to eat a meal, Cotnc and polish a bnne with 
me ; conic and eat a dinner, or supper, with me. ObioUH. 

Poll, The head, jolly noh, napper, or knowledge-box: mho, | 
a wig. ' I 

PoLT. A blow. Lend him a polt in the muns; give htm a j 
knock in the face. 1 

PoMMBL. To beat: originally coii6ned to beating with the 
hilt of a sword, the knob being, from its similarity to a small 
apple, called pomrlle ; in Spain it is still called the up|de of 
the sword. As the clenched list likewise »omewhat rearai- 
bles uu apple, perhaps that might occasion the term pom- 
melling to be ajiplied to fisty-cuA's. 

Pomp. To save one's pomp at whist, is to score five before 
the adversaries lire up, or win the game: originally derived 
from pimp, which is Welsh for live ; and should b«, 1 have 
saved my piuip. 

Pontius Pilatb. A pawn-broker. Ponlitis Pilate's guards, 
the first regiment of foot, or Royal Scots ; so entitled from 
their supposed great antiquity. Pontius Pilate's counsellor : 
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nne who, like liim, ran say, A'mt invtnto eauMm, I cju find 
110 ciuse : also, (Cambridgt) a Mr. Sheplierd, of Trinity 
College ; who, disputins wilh a brother parson on the cow- 
{Hiralive rapidity with which tlicy read the liturgy, offered to 
give him as far as Pontius Pilatt- in the Belief. 

Pony. Money. Post the pony ; lay down the money. 

PoPK. A figure burned every fifth of November, in memory 
of the gunpowder-plot, which is said to hate Iwen carried 
ou by the papists. 

PopB'a Nose. The ruoip of a turkey. 
fPOFLERs. Pottage. Cant. 

>PoP5, Pistols. Fop-«hop i a pawn-broiler's shop, To pop ; 
to pawn: also, to»hiiol. I popped my tatler ; I pawned my 
vialcli. I pupped the cull ; I shut the man. His means are 
two pops and a galloper ; tliat is, he is a highwayman, 

'PoSK. To cry pork ; to give intelligence to the undertaker of 
a funeral ; metaphor borrowed Horn the raven, whose note 
sounds like the word pork. Kavens are. said to smell carrion 
at a distance. 

Porker, A hog: also, a Jew. 

PoBRiDOB. Keep your breath to cool your porridge; i.e. hold 
your tongue. 

Post for Stuffs. Assumption of a coinmoiter's gown. Oxf. 
Univ. cant. 

POSBY, or PoKSY. A uosegay. 1 shall see you ride backwards 
up Holhorn-hill, with a book in one hand and a posey in 
t'other: i.e. I shall see you go to be hanged. Malefaclurs, 
who pir|ued Ihetoselves on being properly equipped for lliat 
occasion, had always a nosegay to smell to, and a prayer- 
book, allltough they could not read. 

Postilion of THB Gospei,. A pamon who hurries over the 
service. 

Post Nointer. A house painter, who ucca^ioually paiols 
or anoints posts. Knighl of the po&t; a false evidenue, ode 
ready to swear any thing fgr hire. From post to pillar ; 
backwards and forwards. 

Pot. The pot calls the kellle black a-«e; one r«gue esclaims 
against another. 

Pot. On the pot ; i.e. at stool. 

Potatoe-Trap. The mouth. Shut your pulaloe-tta|i' and 
give your tongue a holiday ; i.e. he sikut, trhhwit. 

Pot Converts. Proselytes to the Rooiisb church, made by 
the distribution of victuals and money, 

PoT-HwNTER, One who hunts more for the sake of the prey 
than the sport. Pot valiant; courage from drink. Pat- 
wallopers; persons entillcd to vule in cerlniu boroughs by 
having boiled a pot there. 

Pot-Wabblkrs. Persons eii1illi'<l to vote for luenibers of 
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parliament in corlaln Wrouglis, front having butkd llieir poll 
llierriu. These borouglianre called pot-wabbliug borougbs. 

PutiLTEKEK. A person tbut guls letters; i.e. opens (beni 
anil secretes tlie monev. The kiddey was lopped for the 
poiiltrj' ri;;: the youn^ fellow wus hanged for Decreling ■ 
letter and taking out the contents. 

Pound. To beat. How the milling cove pounded the cnU 
for being nuts on his blowen ; how the bitxi-r beat the fdlow 
for lakin}! Iilierlics with his niislre>s. 

Pound. A prison. Ser Lob's Pound. Pounded; impri. 
soned. Shut U|> in the parson's pound ; married. 

PoUMDABLE An}' event whiih is considered certain or inevi- 
(able, is declared to be poundablc; us, the issue of a gsunei 
the success of » bet, &c. 

PoDND IT. To ensure or make a certainty of any thing; Iho*, 
a uan will say, I'll puund it lo heso; taken, probably, fmn 
the custom of Iayin)j, or rather nfiering, ten pouiias to ■ 
cruwn at a cuck-inalch, in which cate, if no person takes 
this e)(trava^ant odds, the btiltic is at an end. This is tenned 
pounding a ciick. 

POWORKING-TUB. The sau)c as pickling-tub. Sec PlCKUNC- 

TUD. 

PowoKH-MoNKKY. A boy on board a ship of war, who» 
business is to fetch powder from the roagnxine. 

pBAJ). A horiic. The swell flashes a rum pr:id : the gentlr- 
niat) sports a fine horse, 

" Aiid kinglHfbcc iliiy-lighl> ji^, raitlert, uul yraili. 
Were ill molivti Tor Maulicy, brim full a( ihc ladi." 

Vid. Crib; JUcwint- 
" AndpimJlHDd nUdrriniilid by. 
Full Trol. iu ilrDiiktn ieyric>." 

Fule ilimlKv. a P«<n ut lAc end of RaitialTl Pi«9>. 

PradCove. Ahorse-dealer. ilO* 

Prad Lay. 'Cutting bags from behind horses. CarU, . n 
PRANCKR. A horse. Fraiicer's uobi a hornes bend, Itaed V 

a seul to a counterfeit pass. At the sign of ihe ptancer's 

poll; i. e. the nag's head. 
Prate Roast. A talkative buy. 
Prating Cheat. The tougue. 
Pkattle Broth. Tea. See Chattkr Broth, Scanual 

Broth, &c. 
PEATTLlNG-ItoX. The pulpit. 
Pratts. Bultock!<: also, a liuder-boK. Cant. 
Pbay. She prays with her knees upwards; said of a wonSD 

much given (o gallantry and intrigue. At her last \mym; 

saying of an old maid. 
Preserve of Long Bills. Stock of debis lo be discharged- 

Oj/". I'aiv. rant. 



PRICKI.OUSE. A lailor. 

Pribst-CRAFT. The art oi awing the laity, managini; thmr 

conscifuces, and diving into their pockets. 
Pribst-LINKSD. Married. 

Priest-ridden. Governed by a prieM. nr priests. 
PRIU. A thief, a cheat: ahn, a conceited coxcoiuical fellow. 
Priooers, Thieves in geuerai. Primers of prdoccrs ; 

horse-steaIer«. Priggers of cacklers ; robbers of hen-roosts, 
PitiGGiNG, Riding: also, lying with a woiuan- 
Prio Napper. a thief-taker. 
pRiGSTjR. A rival in love. 

Prime.' Bang uji. Quite the thing. Excellent, Well done. 
. She's a prime piece ; she is very skilful in.Ihe venereal act. 
I Prime poet; she's a prime article. 
■ Pbiminabv. I had like to be hrouglit into a priminary ; i. e. 

iutolruubic: (loni premunire. 
Prince Prig. A king of the gypsies: also, the head thief, 

or leceiver general. 
PaiNcES. When the majesty of the jieople was a favourite 

terra in the House of Commons, a celcbraletl wit, seeittg 

chimney sweepers dincing on a Maj-daj. styled Ihcm the 

young princes. 
pRiNcoD. A piucusliion. Scotch. Also, a round plump 

Princox. a pert, lively, forward, fellow. 

pRiNcuM Prancum. Mrs. Priucum Praucuni; a nice, pre- 
cise, formal, madam. 

Prinking. Dressing over nicely: prinked up as if he 
came out of a bandbox, ur fit to sit upon a cupboard's 
head. 

Print. All in print; quite neat or exact, set, screwed up. 
Quite in print : set in a formal manner. 

Priscian. To break Prisciua's head ; la write, or speiik false 
grammar. Priscian was a famous grammarian, who flourish- 
ed at Constantinople in the year 626 ; and who was so de- 
voteil to his favourite study, that to speak false Latin in 
his company was as disagreeable to him as to crack \ih 
head.' 

PKITTLK Prattle, Insignificant talk: generally applied to 

women aud children. 
pRoii. Provision, Kum prog; choice provision. To prog ; 
to be oa the hunt for provision: called, in the military term, 

jPropertv. To make a property of any one ; to ra4ke 
J' biw a conveniency, tool, or cat's paw ; to use him as one'j 
own. 
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Crulfhes. 

Oesiruus nf oopninlion. A proud liitch ; a Mt^ st 
rdeMroua of » dog. 
iTENDRR. He from whom any money is taken on the 
IlifEliwuy: |>r[hnp9, provider or provider. Cant. 

PBwviNrE or BArcHTs. Inebriety. Oxf. Unit. canl. 

''kiineu.a. Mr. I'runella; a parson: parsons' gowni being 
tm]ue»tty lunde of prundla. 

'ry. To Fxamine minutely into a matter or business. A pry- 
iu{r It'llow ; a man of impertinent curiosity, apt lo peep and 
iiiquire itilo otber mens' secrets. 

Hi'Bi.ic LsGER. A proatitote; because, like Unit pagwr, 
ilie is o)ien to alt parties. 
iBLic Man. a bankrupt. 

(WKEs. All inajjucker; in a dishabille : alsn. inafright; 
as, she was in a terrible pucker. 

Pucker Water, Water impregnaled with alnm, 
Bslringents, used by old experienced traders to conirt 
virpiutty. 

l*tJDDiNG-HEAOED Fellow. A stupId fellow, ooe 1 
brains are all in confusion. 
UDiiiNGs. The guls. I'll let out your puddings. 

Pudding Sleeves. A parson. 

Pudding Time. In good time, or at the beginning t 
meal: pudding formerly making ihe tirst dish. -To f^nt lite 
crowR a pudding ; to Hie. You must eat some cold pudding 
to settle your love. 

Puff, or Pupfeh. One who bids at auctions, rtot witli an 
inlentto buy, but only to raise the price of the lot: fur 
winch purpo!.e, many are hired by the proprietor of ike 
goods on sale. Putting u at present greatly practised, ami 
essentially necessary in all trades, professions, and callings. 
To puff and blow; to be out of breath. 

PtiQ. A Dutch pug; a kind of lap-dog. formerly mucli in 
vogue: also, a general name for a monkey. 

P.C. Pugilistic Club; a society of gentlemen, founded in 
1814, expressly for the purpose of keeping alive the prin- 
ciplus of courage and hardihood which have distiugUHhed 
the British character, and to check the progress of tlial ef- 
feminacy which wealth is apt to produce. Men of rank, as- 
sociating together, learn to prize the native and acqutreil 
powers of human nature. The incitement which they pro- 
duce to noble deeds of hardihood and bravery, and the high 
respectability which they confer by the patronage of their 
rank and fortune, is of inestimable benefit. This club cou' 
lists of about 1*20 subscribers. 

Puo Drink. Watered cyder. 



a fright ; 

le ^"^^1 
ling «^a 
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I PUP I 

T*iroNOSED, or Pwooipikd. a person with a inub orfuraed 
up nose. 

P[7LL. To be pulled ; (o be arrested by a police officer. 
To have a pull is to have au advantage; genernlly where 
a peRiHi has some supcriorily at a game of chance or 
skill. 

Pull: to have the Pull. Is a sort of Hdvantage pos- 
sessed by one person over another, either by talent or (rick. 
In gambling, it is having such a knowledge of the cards 
that the odds are likely to be in your favour, and which it 
called having the pull: also, lo have the power of injuring 
a person by the knowledge of unything erroneous in his 
conduct, which way, pcrhap;, leave his character or per- 
sonal safety at your mercy, is likewise termed haiing the 
pull upon Mm : i. e. to have hJm under your thumb. 

PuLLY Hauly. To have a game at pully huuly; to romp 

PtTMP. A Ihin shoe. To pump; to endeavour to draw a 
secret from any one without his )M!rceiving it. Your 
pump is good but your sucker is dry; said by any one lo a 
person who is altempting lo pump him. Pumping was 
also a punishment for bailiffs who altempted lo act in 
privileged places, such as the Mint, Temple, Jkc. ll is 
also a piece of discipline administered to a pickpocket 
caught io the fact, wben there is no pond at hand. To 
pump ship; to make water, and, sometimes, lo vomit. Sea 
phrase. 

Pump Water. Hewascbristcuediupumpwaler; commonly 
said of a person that has a red face. 

Punch. A liquor called, by foreigners, contradiction, from 
its being composed of spirits to make it strong, water to 
make it weak, lemon-juice to make it sour, and sugar to 
make it sweat. Punch is also the name of the prince of 
puppets, the chief wit and support of a puppet-show. To 
punch it is a cant term for running away, Pnnchable; old 
passable money, anno 1695. A girl that is ripe for man is 
called a puuchable wench. Cobbler's punch; urine with a 
cinder in it. 

PuNisHBD. Severely beaten. Pugilistic cant. 

Punk. Awbore: also, a soldier's trull. S« Trull. 

Puny. Weak. A puny child; a weak little child, A puny 
stomach ; a weak stomach. Puuy, or puisne, judge ; tha 
last made judge. 

Pupil Mongers. Persons at the universities, who make it 
their business to instruct and superintend a number of 
pupils. 

Pupil's Straits. Interval between restraint and liherlv. 
Oxf. Unit', catit. 
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PuPPT, All aflVcled ur conceited coxcumU- 

PuftDLIND. Dim-aiglitpd. 

Pdbl. Ale, ia which worrou'ood Ims been infu^it, or ale and 

bitters dran^ warm. 
Purl Royal, Cauarv wine, with a daahof tincture of worm- 

PURSKNKTS. Goods taken up at Ibrice their value, by >aung 
spendthrifb, upon IriisL 

Fdrse Proud. One that is ^'uin of his riches, 

Purseb's Pump, a bassoon: from it^ likeness to a sypboit, 
called a purser's pump. 

PCBSY, or PuRSiVB. Short-breathed, or foggy, from beiug 
over fat. 

PrsHiNG-SCHooL. A fencing school : also, a brothel. 

Put. a country put ; an ignorant awkward clown. To pnl 
upon any one ; to attempt to impose on hint, or to make him 
the but of the company. 

PtiTTV Cove, orCovESS, A man or woman upon whom no 
dependence can be placed ; i. e. they are as liable as putty, 
which can be bent any way. 

Put up Affair. A preconcerted plan to rob a house, st the 
su<;gi;stioo of the porter, or servants belonging to it ; ifacy, 
posicisini; a knowledge of the premises, arc the most con- 
jKleut to adiise the best and safest mode lo carry it into *f- 
fect; pointing oul all the places where the plalc and other 
valuable articles arc deposited, &c loslauccs of (his kind ate 
too frequent in London. The putter-up, as he is called, 
cornea in tor a share of the booty, although he may take no 
actjre part in the robbery. 

FdZZLE-CauSE, a lawyer who has a confused Uiider»lalKlitlg. 
, ]Puzzle-Text, Aq ignorant blundering parson. 

PDZZLINO Sticks. The triangles to which culprits are lied 
up, to urdergo the punishment of whipping. 



QUACK. An ungradualed ignorant pretender to skill in 
physic, a vender of nostrums. 

Quacking Cheat. A duck. 

Qvack-Salvek, a mountebank, a seller of salves. 

QuAlL-PiPE. A woman's tongue: also, a device to take 
birds of that name by imitating their call. Qnail-pipe 
boots; boots resemhliiiK a quail-pipe, from the number of 
plaits ; they were much worn in the reign of Charles II. 

Quaking Cheat. A calf or sheep. 



QUE 

QlMNDARY. 

one SO oTcr-gorged, 
fir»t, sh— e or spew. Some derive the lemi qaanitun' from 
llie French ]>hras« oit'en dirat jef wliat shall 1 my of jtl 
others, from an Italian word sj^ilying a conjurer's circle. 

QuARRBL-PiCKBR. A glazier; from the Bmiill squares in 
catemetils. called carretu, vulgarly, quarrels. 

QOARTEHED. Divided into four parls; lo be hanged, drawn, 
and quartereii, is the sentence on traitors and rebels. Per- 
sons receiving part of the salnry of an otdue from the hol- 
der of it, by virtue of an agreement witb the donor, ure 
said to be quartered on him. Soldiers billelted on a pub- 
liciin are likewise said to be quarlcred on him. 

Quash. To suppress, annul, or overthrow; vulgarly pr<>> 
nuunced iqvatk; they squashed the indictment. 

QUBAN. A slut, or worthless woman, a strumpet. 

QuEBN Dick. To the tune of the life and death of Qneeu 
Dick. That happened in the reign of Queen Dick ; i. e. never. 

Quebn-Stbebt. a man governed by his wife, is said to live 
in Queen-street, or at the sign of the Queen's Head, 

QuBUR, or QitiRE. Base, roguish, bnc), naught, or worth- 
less. How qucerly the cull touts ; how roguishly the fellow 
looks. It also meatus odd, uncommon. Cant. 

.QcEEB. A dealer in guccr among sweeps, is an impostor, one 
''' who serves the farmer wtlh a mixed-up article in imitation 

QuBBB. To puzzle or confound. I have queered the old 
full bottom; i. e. I have puzzled the judge. To queer 
one's ogles among bruisers; lo darken one's day lights. 

QuEBR AS Dick's Hatband. Out of order, williout know- 
ing one's disease. 

Queer Bail. Insolvent sharpers, who make a profession 
of bailing persons arrested: they are generally styled Jew- 
bail, from that branch of business being chiefly carried on 
by the soni of Judah. The lowest sort of Ihese, wbo 
borrow or hire clothes to appear in, arc called mounters, 
from their mounting particular dresses suitable lo the occa- 

QuEER Bisns. Rogue* relieved from prison and relumed 

to their old trade. 
QuEEB Bitch. Aii odd out-of-1 he-way fellow. 
Queer Bit-makers, Coiners. Cant. 
Queer Bluffer. The master of a public-house the resort 

of rogues and sharpers, a cut-throat inn or ule-housc 

Queer Bu^G. An empty purse. 

Queer Checkers. Among strolling players, door-keepers. 
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wLo defraud the company bj falsely checking Ihti uumbcr 
of people in tbe bouse. 

Queer Cole Fenceb. A putter off, or uttercr, of bad 
money. 

Queer Cole Maker. A maker of bad money. 

QuKHR Cove. A ropuc. Cant. 

Queer CuFPin. A justice of the peace : abo, a churl. 

Queer Degen. Ad ordiuary sword, brass or irou hilled. 
■' Queer it. To spoil it. Canl. 

Queer Ken. A prison. Cant. 

Queer Kicks. A bad pair of breeches. 

QuBEH Mort. A diseased strumpet. Cant. 

Queer Nab. A felt hat, or other bad hat. 

Queer Plungers. Cheats who throw themselves into the 
water, in order that they may be taken up by their ac- 
complices, who ciury them to one of the houses apimiiilfd 
by the Humane Socit^ty for the recovery of drowned peT- 
soDs, where they are rewarded by the Society with a guinea 
each ; and the supposed drowned persons, preteudtng be 
was driven to tliat extremity by great necessity, u also 
freijuently sent away with a contribution in his pockeL 

Queer Prancer. A bad worn-out foundered horsei also, 
a cowardly, or faint-hearled horse-slealer. 

Queer Rooster. Ao informer that pretends to be sleeping, 
and thereby overhears the couversation of thieves in night 
cellars. 

Queer Screens. Forged notes, Cavl. 

Queer-Street. Wrong. Improper. Coutrarj to ooe'i 
wish. It is Queer-street, a cant phrase, to signify tint it 
is wrong or different to our wish. 

Queer Wedges. Large buckles. 

Quibble. To make subtle distiuclions : also, to play apw 

Quick and Nimble. More like a bear thau a squirrel. 

Jeeriagly said to any one moving sluggishly on a business 

or crraud that requires despatch. 
Quid. The cjuantily of tobacco put into the moulh at one 

time. To quid tobacco ; to cliew tobacco. Quid tst kotf 

hoc ril quid ; a guinea. Hulf a quid ; hnlf a guinea. The 

swell tipped me fitly quid fur the prad ; the geotlenan 

gavefifly guineas for the horse. 
QuroNUNC. A politician: from a character uf that nasM 

in the farce of the Upholsterer. 
Quids, Cash, money. Can you tip me any quidsl can you 

lend some money? 
^^ QuiFFiNG. Rogering. See Roger. 

Quill Driver. A clerk, scribe, or hac-ltucy writer. 



Quilt. To tlinsh. Cant. 



" dp until jaur liat in Ibe Surrey air 

And lura to and quiU Ihc Nonpuieil. 
Una lo MarlJri, tlu Baker, ill I 



"l Scrap Jiank. 



QuiM. The monosyllable: perhaps, froin the Spanish gutitur, 

to Iiurn. (Cambridge.) A pifce'i /urhehw. 
QuiNssY. Choked by a hempen quinaey ; hanged. 
QuiPPS. Girds, taunts, jesls. 
QuiBE, or Choir Bird. A complete rogue, one that has 

sung in different choirs or cages ; i. e. gaols. Cant. 
Quirks and Quillets. Tricks and devices. Quirks in 

law; subtle distinctions and evasions. 
Qui TAM. A c]ui tarn horse; one that will both carry and 

draw. Law wit. 
Quiz. A strange-looking fellow, an odd dog. Oxford. 
Quod. Newgate, or any other prison. The dab's in (juo<l; 

the poor rogue is in prison. 
Quod Cove. The keeper of a jail. Cant. 
Quota. Snack, share, part, proportion, or dividend. Tip 

Die my quota ; give me part of Ihe winnings, booty, or 

plunder. Cant, 



KABBIT. A Welsh rabbit; bread and cheese toasted; i. e. 
a \VeUh rare hit. Rabbits were also a sort of wooden 
cans to rlrink out of, now out of nae. 

Rabbit Catchbr. A midwife. 

Rabbit Suckers. Young spendthrifts taking up goods ou 
trust at great prices. 

Hack Rent. Rent strained to the utmost value. To lie 
at rack and manger; to be in great disorder. 
, Rackrt. Suuie particular kinds of fraud and robbery are 
so termed, when called by their ^diA titles, and others, 
Kig; as, the Letter-racktt ; tht Order-raeietl : the Kid- 
rig: the Cat and Kitten rig, &c. but all these terms 
depend ou tlic ftancy of Ihe speaker. In fact, any game 
may be termed a rig, racket, tuit, $lum, &a. by preti%ing 
therelu the particular branch of depredation or fraud in 
<]uestion, many examples of which occur in this work. 

Rapfs. An appellation given by the gownsmen of the utii- 
versity of Oxford lo the inhabilanls of that place, 

Rau. Bank notes. Money in general. The cove has no 
rag the fellow has no money. 

Rag. a farthing. 

Rag. To abuse, and tear to rags Ihe cliHraclers i>f tht 
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pfrsons abused. She gave Iiim a guu<l ra);i;tii>i;, or mgsed 

him off hearlily. 
Ragamuffin. A ragged fellow, ooe all in miters, a Utter- 

demallon. 
Rao Carrier. An ensigu. 
Rag Fair. An inspection of the linen and necessaries of a 

company of soldiers, commonly made by their oflicers on 

MoiHtays or Saturdays. 
.Rag-o(>Rgy. a rich or monied man, but generally used in 

conversation wlien a particular gentlemen, or person high 

in office, is hinted at; instead of mentioning his nane; 

they say, Ihe Rag-gorgy, knowing themselves to be UD- 

detstood by those they are a<rtlre»int;. Ste Covs, and 

Swell. 
Rao Water. Gin, or any other common dmm: the* 

li<{Uors seldom failing to reduce those that drinli then to 

rags. 
Rails. -Set Head Rails. A diah of rails; a lecture, joba- 
tion, or scolding from a murried woman to her husband. 
Rainbow. Kntgtit of the rainbow ; a footman: from beine 

commonly clothed in garments of different colours. A 

meetiug of gentlemen, styled of the most ancient ordrrof 

the rdiiibow, was advertised to be held »t the Foppingtpn') 

Head, MoorGelds. 
Rainy Day. To lay up something for a rainy day; to pre- 

lide against a time of necessity or distress. 
Rake, Rakehell, or Rakeshame. A lewd, debauched 

fellow. ' 

Ralph Spooner. A fool. 
Ram Cat. A be cat. 
Rammer. The arm. The busnapper's kencliin seized ny 

rammer; i. e. the watclimau laid hold of my arm. Cant, 
Rammish. Rank. Ranunisli woman ; a sturdy virago. 
Ramp. To rob any person or place by open violence ot sud- 

denly snatching at something and running off with it ; ■!, I 

ramp'd him of his monira ; why did joii not ramp his autor! 

Jiic. A man convicted of this oH'ence is said to have rf^ 

for a ramp. This auclitcioua gamt, is called by prigt, lie 

ramp, and is nearly similar to Ihe Rush, which see, 
Ramsuackled. Out of repair. A ramshackled lioose; 

perhaps a corruption of ransacked, t, e. plundered. ' 

Randy. Obstreperous, unruly, rampantj. 
. Ranuling. Intriguing with a variety of women. 
Rank. Complete, absolute, downright, an emphalical ibhd- 

ner of describing persons or characters, as, a rank n9tf, 

a rank mxll, Sik. &c. 
Hank Rider, a highwayman. 
RantaluoN. One whose scrotum is so relaxed as lo be 
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longer than his penis ; i. e. whose thot-poudi is longer ttuu 
the barrel of bis piece. 

Rantipolb. a rude rompioi; boy or girl : alao. a gaOabout 
diiaipated womaii. To ride rantipole ; (lie same aa riding 
Si. George. See St. Geokgk. 

Rantum ScANTUH. Playing at raotuiu scant um ; making the 
beast with two backs. 

Rap. To take a faUe oath : also, to curse. He rapped out a 
volley : i.e. he swore a whole volley of oaths. To rap, 
means, aUo, to exchange or barter : a rap is likewise an Itisk 
bair-penoy. Hap on Ihe knuckles; a reprimand. 

HappareBS. Irish robbers, or outlaws, who, in the lime of 
Oliver Cromwell, were armed with short weapons, called 
I ID Iriah rapiers, used for ripping persons up. 
Iapper. a swinj^ing (treat lie. 
IRBR Show Men. Poor Savoyards, wha subsist by show- 
ing (he magic lantern and marmots about London. 
ASCAL. A rogue or villain: a term borrowed from the 
cha«e: a rascal origiDully menat a lean shabby deer, at 
the lime of changing his horns, penis, &c. whence, in the 
vulgar acceptation, rascal is conceived to signify a man 
without genitals: the regular vulgar answer to this reproach, 
if uftered by a woman, is the offer of. an ocular demonstra- 
tion of the virility of the party so defamed. Some derive it 
from ratcaglione, an Italian word signifying a man without 
testicles, or an eunnch. 

AT. A drunken man or woman taken up by the watch, and 
confined in the watch-house. Cant. To smell a rat j lo 
inspect some intended trick, or unfair design. 
ATS. Of these there are tbe following kinds : a Mack rat 
and a grey rat, a py-rat and a,cu-rat. 

ATS. Men, ui trade, who undermine each other, and vho 
are not true to tbe cause in which they have embarked. This 

> conduct is termed ratling, 
,ATTi.E. A dice-box. 1u rattle ; to talk without considera- 
tion: also, to move otF, or go away. To rattle one off: to 

I tale or scold him. 
,Attlb-Pate. a volatile, unsteady, or whitaisical, man or 
woman. 
jtTTLBR. A coach. Rattle and prads; a coach and horses. 

" At ■ quittci put len by Pat C— ^h's laltirr, 

ViiU Crib'i McmmiaL 

jIttlr-Tkaps. a contemptuous name for any 
able piece of machinery, or philosophical apparatus. 
Lattung Covb. a coachman. Cant. 
;attling Mumpers. Beggars who ply coaches. 
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Raw Head and Bloody Bones. A bull brggiir, scarccliild, 
with which foolish uune« terrify crviiij; bitU. 

Readeb. a pochet-book. Cant. 

Reader Merchants, Pick-pockets: chiefly youngJew*, who 
ply about the Bank to steal the iiockct-hooks of peneiu who 
have just received their dividends. 

Rbadv. The ready rtiino: money. Cant. 

Rkbus. a riddle, or pun, un n man's nmnR, »|ireu«l ii 
sculpture or painting, thus, u bolt, or arrow and a InB, for 
Bolton; death's head and n tun, for Morion. 

Receiver-General. A prostitute: aUn, in busing, aau 
who takes all the blows, and K'ves none in return. 

Reckon. To reckon with one's host : to make nn erroaMtii 
judgement ia one's own favour. To cast up one's r«ckiuiiDg, 
or accounts; to vomit. 

Recountehs. The ti^ie of settlement between th* buUl tiai 
bears at tite Slock-ExchanEic, when the losers must pay Ihtir 
differences, or becomclameducks, and waddleout of the AUcy. 

RECRl7lTiNa Service. Robbing on the highway. 

Reh Fubtian. Port wine. 

Red Lane. The throat. Gone down theredlan«: swaUwtil' 

Red Lattice. A public-house. 

Red Letter Dat. A sekrt's day, or holiday, marked in tk 
calendars with red letters. Red - 1 el I er- id en ; Ronan ICilfi^ 
lii^s: from their observation of ihe taints' days marked Jn ml 

Rbd Rag. The tongue. Shut your polatoe trap, ami ?i« 
yonr red rag a holiday ; i.e. shut y««r mouth, nnd kt yoai 
tongue rest. Too mnch of the red rag ; loo much InogM- 

Red Ribbon. Brandy. 

RiLD Sail-yard Dockers. Buyers of aloreit stolen ont »{ 
Ihe royal yards and docks. 

Red Shank. A Scotch higMander. 

Regulars. Share of the booty. The coves cracked tht 
swell's crib, fenced the swag, and each cracksman atfif>i 
his regular; some fellows broke open a genlleman's bwK, 
and, after selling the property which Ibcy had ttaleii, Ibf} 
divided the money between them. 

Reign. The length or continuance of a man's cantr n * 
system of wickedness, which, when he is nltiuialely baeld- 
out, is said to have been a lon^ or a short feign, accofdiog 
to its duration. 

R E LI G iocs Horse. One much given to prayer, or apt to b< 
down upon his knees. 

Religious Painter. One who does not break the eotaaaai- 
menl which prohibits the making of the likeness ofauy Ibipt 
in heaven or earth, or iu the waters under (he cartit. 

Rklish, the. The sign of the Cheshire cheese. 
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I. C'dtiihI conncplion wrili a womiiii. 
BMBDY. A sovereign. Cant. 
:MBDr-CRiTCH. A chamlwr-pot. or menibcr-inug. 
IMBMBER Parson Melham. Drinit about : u 
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rv'oi's. A pliice of meeting. The rendexvoiis of Ibe 
Iwggan were, about the year 1038, according In tlie Bell- 
■MD, St. Quintons. the tbrec Crowns in the Viiitry. St. 
T^fbs, anil a( Kiiapsbury : ttierc were four barna within a 
iiilc of Lumlun. In Miildlesex, were four other harbouri, 

Nlled Dintw Hie Pudding out of the Fire; theGroBx Keys, in 

CrBiiefofd parish : St. Julian's, in laleworth parish ; and the 

bouwof PettieinNorthall pamh. lo Kent, th» Kiug's Bam. 

rDartford; ami Kdbruoke, nPur Black lieath. 

A woQian of r^potalioa. 

iPOSiTOftv. A lock-up or sptinging- house, a gaol : al«o, 

tivcry-stubtes where hor»esiincl carriajBies are sold by auction. 

lavHRKCTlOK Coves. Persons employed by the students in 
vnatomy ti> steat Head bodies out of church-yards. 
KTSKKNCB. An ancient custom, which obliges any person 
Yasing himself near the highway, or foot-path, ou the word 
muTewcc being given him by a passenger, to take off bis 

'lat with his teeth, and, without moving from his station, 

throw it o»er his bead, hy which it frequently falls into 

the excrement : this was considered as a punishment for 
lbs breach of delicacy. A person refusing to obey tliis law 

might be pushed backwards. Hence, ,perhapt, the term 



BRSHD. A man set, by bullies, on his head, tliat his money 
fall out of his breeches, which they aHcrwards, by ai-- 
piek up. See Hoisting. 
OF THS Black Cuihassib&S. A visitation of the 

dergy. Ste Ckow Fair. 

~BOMATi8M IN THE ShoI'LDEB. To b« arrested. ISaml. 
am. Money. Cant. 

I. A wife: un iillu»ion tn our common mother. Eve, made 
lot of Adam's rib. A cruokod rib ; a cross-f^ratned wif«. 
ULDBY. Vulgar abusive langnaite, such as was spoken by 
ftalda. Ribalds were orif^inally mercenary soldiers, who 
aawdled about, serving any master for pay. but afterwards 

dtgroerated into a mere baodiUi. 

iesOH. Woncy,'" The ribbon runs thick; i.e. there is plenty 

«f noncy. Canl. Itluc Ribbon. Gin. The cull lushes 

U> biyt ribbon ; the silly fellow drinks common gin. 

amoK. TheniM. 

WWAtT. To beat : I'U ribraast him to his heart '» coolent. 

HmAUD Sn'AXV. a dictionarTF. A conntry hid, huiiog been 
nproved for calling persons by their Chriitiun names, being 
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tent by his muster to borrow u dictioimry, tliuuglit la ilio* 
hri breeding by asking fur a Ricliurd Siiary. 

Rich Face, or Nose. A ret) pimpled face. 

Ridge. Gold, whether in com or any other sl)»|ke, as a riJgi 
monlra ; a gold watch. A clff full of ridge : a packet fuU 
of gold. 

RiDOB. A giiiiiea. Ridge cuUy ; n ijoldjinith. Cant. 

Riding St. Georok. The wonian uppermost in the araora 
congress, that is, the dragon upon St. George. ThiiiiN 
to be llie way to got a bishop. 

RlDiNd Skimmington. a ludicrous cavalcade, in ridicultof 
a man beaten by his wife. It cunsIstB of a mati rMlig 
behind a woman, with bis face to the burse's tail, bolrfinfiB 
dislaff in his hand, at which he seems lo work, the woBin 
all the while beating him with a ladle; a smock, dis|^}eli 
on a Btatf, is carried before them as an emblematical Itui- 
dard, denotinit female superiority : tliey are accumiianitd hj 
what is culled the rough mutie, that is, frying-pans, IwlU' 
horns, niarrow-bones and cleavers, &c. .\ procession of thii 
kind is admirably described by Butler, in his Hudibru, lit 
rode private ; i.e. be was ii private trooper. 

RiPF Kafp. Low vulgar ))ersniis, mob, tag-rag and hob-Uil. 

Rig, Fun, game, diversion, or I rick. To run one's rig ofKin 
any particular person ; to make him a butt. 1 aw up lo your 
rig ; I am a match for your tricks. 

Rigging. Clothing. I'll unrig the blosa; I'll strip the wench, 
Rum rigging; fine clothes. The cull has rum rigging, I " 
ding him, mill him, and pike; the fellow has good doilK<- 
let's knock him down, rob him, and scour off, i.e. runMn]i. 

Right. All right ! A tavoiirile expression among ihiewii Is 
signify that all is as they wish, or proper for their purt»tt. 
All right, baud down the Jemmy ; every thing is hi pnpti 
order, give me the crow: also, said by the coachman tolkt 
eiiard before he starts from any place. 

Rigmarole. Roundabout, nonsensical. He told a loDg ll{- 
marole story. 

Ring. Money procured by begging ; beggars so called it fnn 
its ringing when thrown to tliem ; also, a circle formed !<>' 
boxers, wrestlers, and cudgel-players, by men who go raund 
the circle, striking at raodum with their whips, to prevent tkc 
populace from crowding in. 

Ring a Peal. To scold; chiefly applied to women. Bis 
wife rung him a fine peal ! 

Kinging, of Ringing-in. To ring- the changes, is a & 
practised by snathtrs, who, with great dexterity, in gettiiS 
good money in change, ring-in one or two bad sliiltingt, W 
half-crowns, and then request the unsuspecting tradesnnui to 
change them. 
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iNoiito Castors. TbU ctniitnitance is on«ii practised ■! 

cbiirtliea and olher |>ublic platrt^s, for the purpose of 

cbangiDg lints, by taking away h good, and leaving .s 

tfaabby oiif in ilt stead. 
IP. A miserable lip ; a poor, lean, woro-out bone. A 

■baliby menn Tellow. 
IPPONB. Spun: Rippau Is famoas for a miinufactory of 

•|Hirs, boll) for m<-n nnil Aclitiii^ cocks. 
IVBS TfCK. Standing debls, wbieli only discliarge Ibem- 

■dtev at Ibe rxpiratiun of three yearn by leaving tbe Lake 

of Cndil, and meandering Ibruugh tbe hauots of 100 
•«ndi<on. Oxf. Unie. cant. 
OABATORios AND UpKOABs. Orjlonos and operas. 
OARea. A broken- winded borse. 
OAniNO Boy. A noiiiy riotous fellow. 
MRiNO Trade. A quick trade. 
OAST. To arrest. I'll roast tbe dab; I'll arrest the rastal : 

*lsn, to jeer, ridicule, or banter. He stood llie roati; 
■hewas the butt. Roast-meat clotliei: Sunday or holiday 

clothes. To cry roast meal ; to boast of one's situation. 

Tn rule I he roatt ; to be mnsler or paramnuut. 
'.OAST ANf> Boiled. A nick name for the Life Guards, 

who ore nioslJv siibstanliiil I louae- keepers, and eat daily 

of rt<B!st and boiled. 
lOBBRT's Men. Tbe third old rank of the canting crew, 

mghly IhieTes, like Robin Hood. 

lOBY DoL'GLAS, with one eye and a slinking breath; Ibe 
r breech. 

HBSTKR Portion. Two torn smocks, and what nalure 
rt*. . 

He was rocked in a stone kilcben ; a saying meant 

loeonveylhe idea that the person spoken of is a fool, bis 
baving been disordered by the jumbling of lii» cradle. 
ApoTtmanteau: also, a man's yard. Cant. 
Ioorr, or Tib of thr Buttery. A goose. Cant, Jolly 

Roger; a Has: hoisted by pirates. 
lOOBEL Tu bull, or lie with a woman; frooi the name of 

BoKcr being fretiuenlly given to a bull. 

The fourlii order of canters. A rogue in tB^rain ; 

feigKat rogue : also, a corn-cliandler. A rogue la spirit ; 

■ dlitUler or brandy- mere ban I. 

OODM PoGUM, or Uragrum Pooram, Goal's beard, 

eaten for aipamgus; so called by tbe ladies who gather 

cnsaes, &c. who aku deal in this plant. 

[lor&e and foot jmlrolr, who parade (he roads 
(DWid aliout LoDdon duriog the niglil, for the prevention 

of robberiea. 
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Romany. A^jkcj': lo pat ler romany, b to talk llMf 

RoMBOTLEs. Watch and wird. itonibovleil ; sougbt ■ 
with a warraul. 

Rom e Mobt. A queeo. 

ROMEVILLK. Loniluii. CaHt, 

RoitlP. A forward wudIou girl, a lomrig. Grey. <■> Va 
iiotcs to Sliiik^|iearp, derives it froin aromp», an aninl 
found ID SoHtU OuinFa; tbat is, a man eater. Set HOYBBII. 

Hook. A <:lieat: jimbabl; from the thievish dispoaition of 
the birds of that tiiiine: also, the cant name for a crow ukJ 
iuiiousc-breakiii^. To rook ; to cheat, particululy at plaj'. 

Room. Sbc lets uut her fore ruoa and lies biKkffinbt i 
saying of a woninn suK|)ecled of proitlttution. 

Roost Lat. Stealing poultry. 

RoFES. Upon the high ropes ; ehled, in high spirit!, CO 

Rose. Under Hie ro^e; prnately or secretly. Tfaa i 
was, it is said, sMcreil to tlarpocrates, the god of tiki 
and therefore freijueotly placed in ihe ceilings of IM 
destined for l)ie receiving of guesis ; implying, thai wl 
ever wus transacted there, shunlil not be made pubHc. 

Rosy Gills. One with a sanguine, or fresh -colon red CO 
tenance. 

RoTAN. A coacb, cart, or other wheeled carriage. 

Rot Gut. Small beer; called beer-a-biimble — will ix 
one's guts before it will make one tumble. 

Rough. To lie rough; to lie all night in one's dothn: 
called, itUo, roughing it. Likewise, to sleep on the bM* 
deck of a ship, uheii the person i% commonly advited to 
cbuHe the boflest plank. 

Rot)o»~FAM, or Rovou-Fammy. The wHtstcout-pocket. 

Hough Music. Saucepans, frying-pant, poker and tOD|, 
marrow-bones and cleavers, bulls' liorns, &c. beaten upw> 
and sounded in ludicrous proce^siom. 

Rouleau. A number of guineas, from twenty to Afly m 
more, wrapped up in paper, for the more ready circulsliM' 
ut gaming-tables: sometimes they are enclosra in iwrj 
(Mxes, made to hold exactly 20, 50, or 100 guineas. 

Round about. An instrument used in honae-bre^lug- 
This instrument has not been long in use. It will cut a 
round piece, about five inches in diameter, out of a •IliHIff 
or door. 

Round Dealing. Plain, honest dealing. 

Round Heads. A term of reproach to the puriMM <MNl 
parliians of Oliver Cromwell, and the Rump PallniiatDt, 
who, it is said, made use of a bowl as a guide to trim their bair. 
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Round Mouth. The fundament. Brother round mouth 
speaks : he has let a f — t. ''.■ ' . .-> V ■ . '"'» r / '' 

Round Robin. A mode of signing remonstrances^ prac- 
tised by sailors on board the king's ships, wherein their 
names are written in a circle^ so that it cannot be disco- 
vered who first signed it, or was, in other words, the 
ringleader. 
Hound Sum. A considerable sum. 

Bout. A modem card-meeting at a private house : alio, an 
order from the Secretary at War, directing the march and 
quartering of soldiers. 
Hovers. Pirates, vagabonds. 

How* A disturbance ; a term used by the students at Cam- 
bridge. A mob in the street, — " Here's a row !" 
Kow. To row in the same boat ; to go snacks, or have m 
share in the benefit arising from any transaction to which 
you are privy. To let a person row with you, is to admit 
him to a share. 

Rowland. To give a Rowland for an Oliver; to give an 
equivalent. Rowland and Oliver were two knights famous 
in romance : the wonderful achievements of the one could 
only be equalled by those of the other. 

Royal Scamps. Highwaymen who never rob any but rich 
persons, and that without ill-treating them. Sfe Scamp. 

RoYST£E. A rude boisterous fellow: also, a hound that 
opens on a false scent. 

Rub. To run away. Don*t rub us to the Whit ; don't send 
us to Newgate. Cant. To rub up; to refresh, to rub 
up one's memory. A rub; an impediment. A rubber; 
the best two out of three. To win a rubber ; to win two 
games out of three. 

Ruby faced. Red-faced. 

Ruff. An ornament formerly worn by men and women round 
their necks. Wooden ruff; the pillory. 

Ruffian. The Devil. Cant, May the Ruffian nab the 
cuffin queer, and let the harmanbeck trine with his kia- 
chins about his colquarren; may the Devil take the justioe, 
and let the constable pe hanged with his children dbomi 
his neck. The Ruffian cly thee; the Devil take tbce. 
Ruffian cook ruffian, who scalded the Devil in his feathers; 
a saying of a bad cook. Ruffian sometimes, also, means, a 
justice. 

Rdffian. In the pugilistic cant, is a fellow regardless of a 
knowledge of the science; one who hits away right or 
wreqg, so that he can only obtain conquest. 

RoFnuBRS. The first rank of canters : also, notorious rpgucs 
pretending to be maimed soldiers 9t sailors. 
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Ruffles. Haadcuffs. Cant. 
' RuFFMANS. The woods, liedt-es, or bushes. Cant. 

Rug. It is all tug; it is all right and safe, Ihe gsBc n 
secure. Cant. 

Rug, Asleep. The whole gill U aa'e at nig; ihe people 
of the house are last asleep, 

RUtiGlNS's. To go to bed, is called guiug to Rug|;ins's, 

Rum. Fiue, good, valuable. 

Rum Beak. A justice of the peace. Cant. 

RrM Bite. A clever cheat, a clean trick. 

Rum Bleating Cheat. A fat wether sheep. Cont. 

Rum Blowen, A handi>onie weach. Cant. 

Rum Bluffer. A jolly host. Cant. 

RuMBLE-TUMBLii. A stage-coach. Cant. 

RuMBO, Rum, water, and sugar: also, a prison. 

Rum Bob. A j'ouug apprentice: al^o, a sharp 1 ick. 

Rum Booze. Wine, or any other good liquor. Rum bAOfini: 
welts; bunches of grapes. Cant. 

RuMBOYLE. A ward or watch. j 

Rum Bubber. A dexterous fellow at stealing silver tankard> 
from inns and taverns. 

Rum BuciHER. A valuuble do;;. Cant. 

RuMBUMTious. Obstreperous. 

Rum Bung. A full purse. Cant. 

Rum Chant. A song. 

Rum Chub. Anioui; butchers, a customer easily impMS) 
on, as to the quality and price of the meal. Cutif. 

Rum Clout. A liae silk, cambric, or holland, handkercMtf 
Cant. 

RCH Cod. A good purse of gold. Cant. 

Rum Cole. New money, or medals. 

Rum Covk. .\ dexterous or clever rogue. 

Rum Cull. A rich fool, easily cheated, particularly by bis 
mistress. 

Rum Dboen. A handsome sword. Canf. 
Rum Dell. See RuM Doxy. 

Rum DiVEK. A dexterous pickpocket. Cant. 
Rum Doxy. A fine wench. Cant. 
Rum Drawers. Silk, or other fine stockings. Canl. 
Rum Dropper. A vintner. Cant. 
Rum Dubber. An expert picklock. 

Rum Duke. A jolly handsome fellow: also, an odd eccen- 
tric fellow: likewise, the boldest and stoutest fellows lately 
among the Alsatians, Miuters, and Savoyards, and other 
inhabitants of privileged districts, sent to remove and guard 
the goods of such bankrupts as intended to take sanctuaij 
m those places. Cant. 
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.RUMFOBD. To ride to Bumford ; to have oue'a Itacksicle new 
bottomed: i.e. to have a pair of new leather breeches. 
Rumford wa^ formerly a famous place for leather hreeches. 
A likp saying U current in Norfolk and SuSulk, of Bungaj', 
and for the same reason. Rumford lion; a catf. See Essex 
Lion. 

Rum Fun. A sharp trick. Catil. 

RcM Gaogbbs. Cheats who tel) wonderful nlories of iheti 
sufferings nt sea, or wheu taken by the Algcrines. Cant, 

Rum Glymmer. King or chief of the link-bojs. Cant. 

Rum Kicks. Breeches of gold or silver brocade, or richly 
laced wilh gold or lilver. Can*. 

Rum Mawnd, One tliat cuunlerfeil& a fool. Cent. 

Rum Mobt. A queen or great lady. Cant. 

Rum Nab. A good Iiai. 

Ru.M Nantz. Good French brandy. 

Bum Ned. A very rich silly fellow. Cant. 

Rump. To rump any one ; lo turn the back lo him : an e»o- 
lulion sometimes used ul court. Bump and a dozen ; a rump 
of beef and a dozen of claret; an Irish wager: called, aUo, 
buttock and triuimingi. Rump-and-kidney-men; fiddlers 
that play al feasts, fairs, weddings, S:c. and live chiefly on 
the remuunts. 

Rum Fad. The highway. Cant. 

Rum Padders. llighwuymea well mounted andarmed. Cant. 

RumpeI). Flogged. Cant. 

Rum Peepers. Fine looking-glasses. Cant. 

RUK PramCKR. a fine horse. Cant. 

Rumpus. A riot, quBrrel, or confusion : a masquerade. 

Bum Quids. A great booty. Cant, 

Bum Buff Peck. Westphalia haui. Cant. 

Rum Snitch. A smart fillip ou the nose. 

Bum Squeeze. Much wine, or good liquor, given among 
fiddlers. Cant. 

BuMTiTUM. Synonymous with prime twig : in fine order or 
condition. A flash term for a game bull: one that is kept 
on purpose to he baited: and lo try the courage of the dogs. 
Bill Gibbons, Caleb Baldwin, Pritchard, &c. were distinguish* 
ed, in the canine fancj/, for having, in their possession, such 
kind of animals. 

Bum Tol. Ste Bum Degen. 

Bum Topping. A rich commode, or woman's head-drcas. 

Bum Wiper. See Bum Clout. 

Run Goods. A maidenhead, being a commodity never en- 
tered. 

Running Horse, or Nau. A clap, or gleet. 

Running Smobble. Snatching goods off a counter, and 
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dccoiujilicc, who bruihrs oiT tritli 
i of newspuper^, Irisli, unci 
imd: from liie ituM calllc. 



throwing llieiii 

KurtNiNU Stationers. Tin 
dying apccch». 

Runt, a short squat man o 
called Wekh runti. 

Rtisti, The rusk, is nearly synonyinous with the ramp ; bal 
the latter oflen applies tii snatchiag at a single article. Ma 
silk cloak, for instance, from a milliner's shop.door; wlitn.- 
as, a rush niivy signify a forcible entry by several men into i 
detached dwelling- hoiite for the purpose of robbing its 
ownen of (heir money, Ac. A sudden anil violeut effort to 
get into any ])la('e, or, vice versa, to effect your exit, as from 
a plnce of conliaeDieat, &c. is called rushing thrm, orgii^Mg 
it to 'em upon thentth. 

RuEUBBS. Thieves who knock at the doors of ^reat liouus is 
London, in summer time, when the families are gone out of 
luwn, and, on being o|>ened by a woman, ruili in and rob 
the house: aho, housebreakers who enter lone houaet bjr 
force. 

RtJSSiAN CoFFEE-HousE, or HOTEi.. The Brown Bear in 
Bow-street, Covent-gardeu, a house of call fur lbief-t»kers 
and runners of the Bow-slreel justices ; a name given by 
some piiiister of Ihe/amil)/. 

Rustication. Temporary dismissal for non-obsermnce of 
college discipline. 

Rusty. Out of use. To nab Hie rust; to be rcfr»cl«ty: 
properly applied to a restive horse, and figuralively to Uie 
human species. To ride tusly ; to be sullen : called, also, 
lo ride grub, 

~ ~ A blunt surtj fellow: h jocular miMiviner of 



Rutting lime ; the season nheii dm 



W J Rusty Guts. A b 
. / rjiticus. 
I Rutting, Copulating, 
go to rut. 



SACHEVEREL. The iron door, or blower, to the mMlh of 
a stove : from a divine of Ihal aane, who made liimBclf fih 
mous for blowing the coals nf dissension in the latter ew) »f 
the reign of queen Ann. 

Sack, A pocket. To buy the sack; lo get drunk. To *vc 
into the sack ; to pick a pocket. To break a bottfc ■» an 
empty sack; a bubUe bet, a sack with a bollle in it iMt 
being an emitty sack. 



SAN 

.SAuut-E. To »tulclW tliv spit; to %\\e u diiiDur or au|)|}er. 'In 
smiilie one's tiose: to wFur gpectncles. To saddle h place or 
penaiuii ; to obli(;e lh« holder to pay a c^rlain portioo of bis 
incouie tu wme one nominalrd by the doiior. Saddle-«ick ; 
galled will) Tiding, having lost leather. 

SAXt Dog. A wicked debHucbed fellow; oat of the ftncient 
raiiiily of the sud dogs, Swifl translates it into Lfttiii by 
th« words tritlu canit. 

Saiwt. a piece of i>|>ailed limber in a coach- mnker's shop, 
like * oaint, devuled to tlie flames. A hypocrite. 

Saint tiEtn-f rev's Day. Never, tlier« being no siiint of Ihut 
name : to-niorruw-conie-ne> er, when two SundHyg come to- 
f^lber. 

Saint Luke's Biro. Ah o\: that evaiigeliiit being always re- 
presented with an ox. 

Saikt Monoav. a holiility most religiously ubaervcil by 
journeyman hlioemakers, au^ other inferior nieibauioe; 
a profuoatiun of that day, by working, h puaislmblc by 
a line, particularly araung tbe gentle craft. An Iriih- 
man obserffd, that Ibis saint's aiiuiversary happened <;very 

Sal. An abbreviation of salivation. In a high sal; in Ihc 

pickling tub, or under a salivation. 
Salbgman's Dog. A barker. Stt BARKER. 
Salmon, orSALAMON. The beggars' sacramtnt or oath. 

iSALHON-tilfNDv. Apples, onions, veal or chicken, anil 
pickled herrings, minced fine, and eaten with oil and ri' 
iiegar: souie derive the name of this mess from the French 
viordsteloneton gout, because the proportions of the diffe- 
rent ingredients are regululed by the palate of the maker ; 
others say it bears the name of the inventor, who waa a rich 
i Dutch merchant ; but Ibe general aid most probable opinion 
is, that it was invented by the countess of Sulmagondi, one 
of the ladies of Mary de Mcdecis, wife of King Henry IV. 
of France, anil by lier brought into France, 
Salt. Leolierous. A salt bitch ; a bitch at heat, or proud 
bitch. Salt eel ; a rope's end, used to correct hoys, &c. at 
sea : you shall have a salt eel for sup|>er. 

r Salt-Box Cly. The outside coat-pocket, with a flap. 
Salt-Boxes. The condemned cells in Newgate. 
Salt-Pits. Store of attic wit. Ox/. Univ. cant. 
Sammy. Foolish, silly. 
Sand. Moist sugar. Cant. 

Sandwicu. Ham, dried tongue, or some other salted meat, 
I cut thin, and put between two slices of bread and buttw: 
I said to be a favourite morsel with the Ear) of Sundwich. 
I Sandy Pate, A red-haired man or woman. 
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Sank, Sanky, orCKNTiPGKS. A tmlor employed by tlolhitri 

in making iuUiiers" clolhbg. 
SAPsctTLL. A simple fellow. Sappy, foolUh. 
Satyr. A libidinous fellow : Ibose imagintiry Ihtngj arr b^ 
poets reported to be extremely snliicious. 
I Sauce-box. A term of familiar raillery, liignlfying a bold or 

forward person. 
[ Sacnterer. An idle loun;;ing fellow: by some derived f mm 
iati$ terrr, applied to per^^nn.s nlio, having no land; or home, 
lingered and loitered about. Some derive it from |)eraons de- 
voted to llic Holy Land, tainte terrr, who loitered about, as 
wailing for company. 
Save-all. A hind of eandleslick used by our frugal fore-JH- 
tilers, to burn snuffs and ends of camlle;. Figurative)*, 
boys running about gentlemen'ii houses in Ireland, who an 
fed on broken meals that would otherwise be wasted : aho, i 
miser. 
, Sawney. A flitch of bacon. Cant. 

• 8a«T<y, or Sandy.' A general nicknnme for ;> Scolcbmsn, ai 

Paddy is for an Irishman, or TalFy for a Welshman ; Sawny 

or Sandy being the familiar abbreviation or diminution of 

Alexander, a very favourite name among the Scottish nation. 

Scab. A worthless man or woman. 

> ScALDEB. A clap. The cull has nap{>ed a scalder; the fi;l- 

[ low has got a clap, 

^ ScALV. Mean, sordid. How scaly the cove is; how meiin 
- the fellow is. 

Scaly Fish. An honest, rough, blunt, sailor. 
ScAHP. A highwayman. Royal scamp; a highwayman who 
robs civilly. Royal foot-scamp ; a footpad who behave* io 
like manner. The game of highway robbery is called Ibe 
scamp. To scamp a person is to rob him on the liigb- 
way. Doue for a scamp signifies convicte<l of a bigbwty 
robbery. 
i Scandal-Broth. Tea. 
I Scandal Pboof. One who has calcn sbame and drank after 

it, or would blush at being ashamed. 
I ScA PEG allows. One who deserves and has narrowly escaped 
the gallows: a slip-gibbet; one for whom the gallows ii uid 
to groan. 
' BcAFEOBACE. A wild dtssolute fellow. 
' Scarce. To make one's self scarce; to steal away. 
Scarlet Horse. A high red, hired or hack horse : a pun on 

the word hired. 
SCAVEV. Sense, knowledge. " Massa, menoscavey;" ma<- 
ter, 1 don't know, (negro language,} perhaps, from"!"" 
French ifavoir. "^^ 
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Schism Monger. A ilisseiitin;; teacher. 

Schism Shoh. A di^senling: meeling-tiouse. 

School. A parlj' of pertous met together for the purpoM 

of gamhlin§^. 
School Butter. Cobbing, shipping. 
School of V£NI}s. A cyprian lodge. 
Scold's Cube. A coffin. The blowen has aapped the scold's 
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Sconce. The head, probably, as being the fori and ciludel 
of a man: (torn Konce, an old name for a fort, derived 
from a Dutch word of the same signititation. To build a 
sconce: a military term for bilking one's quarters. To 
sconce or skonce ; to impose a tine. Academical phraie. 

Scot. A person of aii irritable temper, who is easily put 
in a passion, vrhtcti is oflen done by the company he is 
with to create fun; such a one is declared to be a fine 
acol. This diversion is called gelling him out, or getting 
liim round the comer, from these terms being used by bull- 
hankert, with whom, also, a teot is a bullock of a particular 
breed, which affords superior diversion when hunted. 

Scotch Bait. A halt and a resting on a slick, as practised 
by pedlars. 

Scotch Chocolate. Brimstone and milk. 

Scotch Fiddle. The ilch. 

Scotch Obeys. Lice. The head-tiiiartcrs of the Scotch 
greys ; the head of » man full of large lice. 

Scotch Mist. A sober soaking rain; a Scotch mist will 
wet an Englishman to the skin. 

Scotch Pikt. A bottle containing two quurts. 
■^ Scotch Warming Pan. A wench: also, a f — t. 

Scoundrel. A man void of every principle of honour. 

ScoCB. To scour or score off; to run away: perhaps, from 
tcore: i- e. full s|)eeit, or as fast us legs would carry one: 
also, to wear: chiefly applied to irons, fetters, or hand- 
cuffs, becaus'' wearing scours them. He will scour the 
darbies; he will be in fetterl. To scour the cramp ring; 
to wear bolts or fetters, from which, as well as from 
coffin-hinges, rings supposed to prevent the cramp are 
made. 

ScotJRBRS. Riotous bucks, who amuse themselves with 
breaking windows, beating Ihe watch, and assaulting every 
person Ihey meet: called scouring Ihe streets. 

Scout. A college errand-boy at Oxford, called a gyp at i 
Cambridge : also, a watchman or a watch. Cant. 

ScouT-REN. The walcli-houie. Cant, 

ScBAo. To hang. 

ScBACGED. Hanged. 

Scbago'bm Fair. A pnblic execution. 
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ScHAGGiNG'PosT. Thc gatlovTi. Cattt. 

Scraggy. Lean, iiony. 

^BAp, A villanous whemo or iilun. Hp whHdl«« IIk 

whole scrap ; he discovers llie wliult^ jilan or Mrhcoio. 
ScBAPE, To get inlo a scrape ; to be iovolved iti i dtugrcca- 

ble business . 
SCBAFBB. A lidiller: also, one who icrapw phtoi (iir 

meiEotinto prints. 
SCBAPINO. A mo<)e of expression dialike to a penon, W 

wmon, practised >t Oxford by the Modents, io »crapin; 

tJieir feet agninst the ground during the preachment: frv- 

quenlly dooe to (estifv ibeir disapprobiilioD of a prodor 

wbo hiu been, they think, loo rigorous. 
SoKATCH, Old Scratch; the Devil: probably from Iht 

long and sharp claws wilfa which lie is fret^uetitly delinealed. 
ScBATCB. A line made across the prize ring: o)>l»whicli 

tile boxers are brought when they $rl-lo. 
SCBATCH Lahd. Scotland. 
SCREAVB. A bank note. Seotek rant. 
Screen. A bank note. Queef screens; forged banknotes. 

The cove was twisted for smashing qneer screcas: IIk 

fellow was banged for uttering forged bank notes. 
SCBBBVE. A letter; or wrillen paper. Cant. 
Screw. A skeleton key used by house-breakers Io oped a 

lock. To stand on the screw signifies that n door it not 

bolted, but merdy locked. A lunikcy. Cant. 
Screw. To copulate. A female screw; a common pros- 

tilule. To screw one up; to exact upon one ia H baigajn 

or reckoniug. 
Screw Jaws. A wry-moulhed man or woman. 
Screw loose. This is a complete flash phrase; mcanlag 

something is wrong. For instance, if people quarrel, wbo 

bave been hitherto friends, it is observed, a terew it itut 






&c. 
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Scrip. A scrap or slip of paper. The cutly freely blotted 
the scrip, and lipped me frtrty hogs ; ihe man frwlj' signed 
the bond, aud gave me forty shillings. Scrip is also a 
Slock Excfaaage phrase for the last loan or subscriptioo. 
What does scrip go at for the next recouuteril whit 
does scrip sell for delivered at Ihe next day of settliDgl 

ScaoBT. To be tipped Ihe scroby ; to be whipped before 
the justices. 

ScBOOF. A sponge: one who endeavours to live at Other 
people's expense, so that he caD save his own j>ockets. 

Scrope. a farthing. Cent. 

A low mean fellow, employed in all sorts of_ 



Scrub. 

SCCtVBB, 



l>o. The ilch. 



Scut.L. A heaiJ of it house, or matter of a eullf^c 



at Itir 



ScvLL, or ScuLLBB. A boat rowed by one loaii with « • 

ligbt kiuil of oar; called a scull: aUo, a uu^huts&-cbaise 

or buBgy. 
ScDU. Thatcher, A peruke-maker. 
Scum. The riff-raff, lag-rag, hikI bob-tail, or lowrr order 

of people. 
ScuRFBD. Laid bold of; (akcn up: an allusion to the bead. 

It is a caul plir;isc to $uy such an oue is icwrfed: i. c. he 

has been pulled. 
ScuRUlCK. A hulfpenrij. Cant. 

Scut. The tail of a hare or nthbil: also, thai of a woman. 
Scuttle. To scuttle off; to runaway. To scutUe a ship: 

to make a bole in her bottom iit order to siuk Uer. To 

scuttle a nob; to break a head. 

" See ilie Cuptuin *aA Caitb are cliuckling tioaad bim, 
Ai bo offEred hi truKfa a noA o'er ngiiin." 

LiMi m Rmdtiri Fight with Tfner, viilt BaBJaOfl Diary. 

Sea Crab. A saitnr. 

Sea Lawyer. A shark. 

Sealeb, or SgDBEZK Wak. Otie reedy to give bottd Mid 
judgement for goods or money. 

Seat of Magistracy. Proctor's authority. (Xx/. Univ. cant. 

Secret. He has been let into the secret; hv ba* been 
cbealed at ganiirig or horse- racing. He or she is in the 
grand secret, i, e. dead. 

Sbedy. Poor, ptnnyles9, stiver-cramped, exhaustetl. 

Sees. The eyes, Sre Datlishts. 

Sell. To sell, or to betray a man for interest, is termed, 
that be has been sold like a beast iu a market. 

Send. To drive or break iti. Hand dswo the jemmy and 
send it in; apply the crow to the door, apd drive U ia. 

Sbragmo. A house full of lady-birds; the name of that 
part of the Great Turk's palace where tlie women ave kepi. 

Sbrvb. Tosrrce a person, or place, is to rob them; as, I 
nerv'd him for his thimble; I robb'd him of his watcb : thai 
crib has been irrv'd before, Itwt shop has been already 
robbed. Sec. To frmr a man, also, sometimes signifies 
to maim, wound, nr do him some bodily Iwrt; and to itrvt 
him out and out, is to kill him. To jn-re a ftllom mU, is 
to mill him. £j-. gr. 
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•II ilm ladi looked g«; and bri|ibl, 
lid gin aud gmiai tlubed aboul. 
Anil wliuoe'et grew' impolite, 
The well-liieil Champion ten'it him out 
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S&itVBQ. Found guilly. Convicted. Ordered l» be pu 
or trunaportcil. To serve a cull out; lo beat a man son 

SeT. A dead act: a cuncerlml scheme lo defraud a p 
by gaming. 

Settbr. a bailifT's follower, who, like a setting dog, follow) 
and points out llie game for his niaxter: also, comelicnn 
an exciseman. 

Settlb. To knock down or stun any one. We aettled Uw 
cull by a stroke on liiit nob; we stunned Ibe fellow by ■ 
blow on the head. 

Sbt-TO. Spairing. 

SevbN'SIDED Animal. A one-eyed man or womnu. eadi 
having a ri^ht side and a left side, a fore tide and a back 
»ide, ail outside and an inside, and a blind aide. 

Shabbaroom. An ill-dressed shabby fellow : hI»o, a nwan- 
spiiited person. 

Shag. Td copulate. He is but bad sliag ; he is uo able 
woman's man. 

Shaq-BAG, or Shakg-IJAO. a poor sneaking fellow; a aan 
of no spirit: a term borrowed from the cock-pit. 

Shakk. To shake oue's elbow; lo game with dice. To 
shake a cloth in the wind; tu be banged in chains. 

Shake. To dmw any thing from the pocket. He shook tbe 
swell of his fogle; he robbed the gentleman of his silk 
handkerchief. Tu steal, or rob; as, I thook a chest of 
»lop, I stole a cheat of tea; I've been ihook of my «tfii, I 
have been robbed of my purse. A thief, whose pall hai 
been iuto any place fur tbe purpose of robbery, will my, oo 
his coming out. Well, is it all right) have you thoa/tf 
meaning, did you succeed iu getting any thing } When two 
persons rub in company, it is generally tbe province, ai 
part, of onetoiAdftr, (that is, to obtain f he swagg,) amt the 
other to carrj', (.that is, to btar it to a place of safety). 

Shallow. A whip hat, so culled from tbe want of depth 
in tbe crown. Lilly Shallow, a while whip hal. 

Shallow Path. A simple fdlow. 
fISHAM. A cheat, or trick. To cut n sham; to cheat ta de- 
ceive. Shams ; false sleeves to put on over a dirt; ihiti, 
or false sleeves with ruffles to put over a plain one. To 
sfaamAbram; to counterfeit sickness. 

Shamble. To walk awkwardly. Shamble-legged; one that 
walks wide, and shuffles about his feel. 

Skak. Bad money. Cant. 

Shanks, Legs, or gams. 

Suanks'sNaogy. To ndeShauks's naggy; to travel on foot. 

Scotch. 
Shannon, A river in Ireland: it is said, persona dipped in 
that river are perfectly and for ever cured of bashfulness. 
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■BAPBS. To show one's tliapcs ; to lie 9trip])e<l, or mudc lit 

£^ peel at the wlii|i[iiu};-posl. 

Bhappo, or Shac. a but: corruption of chaptatt. Cant. 

WARK. A sharper : perhaps from his preying upon any one 

I be can lay hold of: alao, a custom-Iiouse officer, or tide- 

L waiter. Sharks; Ihe first order of pick-pockels. Bow- 

b street term. A, D. 1785. 

HARP. Subtle, acute, quick-willed; also, a sharper or chest, 

W in opposition to a 6ai, dupe, or gull. Shurp's the word aud 

[- quick's (he motion with him; said of any one very attentive 

I to his own interest, and apt to take all advantages. Shaqi 

U set; hungry. 

IBARpsr. a cheat, one that lives by his wits. Sharp«r!>' 

klools; a fool and faUe dice; any crots-cove, in genenil, is 

llcatled a sAarp in opposition to ajlat, or iquare eove ; but 

^41)i3 is only in a comparative sense in the course of couver- 

t'Mtion, . 

Maver. a cunning shaver; a sublle fellow, one who trims 

i close, an acute cheat. A young shaver ; a boy. Sea 

term. 
Shavings. The clippings of money. 
She House. A house where the wife rules ; or, as the term 

is, wears the breeches. 
She Napper. A woman lliief-catcher; also, a bawd or piinji. 
JHSEp's Head. Like a sheep's bead, all jaw; saying of a 

lalkutive man or woman. 
Sheepish. Bu^hful. A sheepish fellow; a bashful or sbame- 
I faced fellow. To cast a sheep's eye at anything; to look 
L wshfull</ at it. 

fBBBPSKiN Fiddler. A drummer. 
Ikblp. On the shelf, i.e. pawned. 
iHKLLiNG'-ouT. Clubbing money together. Come, shell out. 

Cant. To shell out the shiners ; to produce Ihe guineas. 
Sheriff's Journeyman. The hangman. 
iHERUP's Ball. An execution. To dance ut ibe sherilf's 
jkliall, and loll out one's tongue at the c»m|>any ; to be hanged, 
L- or ^ to rest in a horse's night cap, i, e, a halter. 
HURiFF's Bracelets. Handcuffs. 
faBRlPP'3 Hotel. A prison. 
Skbriff's Picture Frame. The gallows. 
JHBRK. To evade or disappoint: to sherk one's duly. 
Shbrry. To run away,: sherry oft". 
Sbbwinc a Leo. To bolt ; to run away. Cant, 
Shifting. ShutHing; tricking. Shifting cove, i.e. a person 

who lives by tricking. 
iBiFTiNG Ballast. A term used by sailors, to signify soldiers, 
,. passengers, or any landsmeu on board. 
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iBil.LAi.BY. All oaken saplme, 
name fanioua for its oaks. 

iBiLLY-SUAi-i.Y. Irresolute. 

r hesitate, or stand in doubt. 
liNDY. A dance. Seaphraat. 

It sliines like a sh-'tt-ii bant-door. 

iniNBR. A looking-glass. Cant. 

LOWNUP AT I'oiNT Nonplus a 
Dian wli«i plucked pennvless; • 

[. Ox/. Univ. cant. 

'^iP Shape. Proper, as it ought to 1/c. Sea phrase. 
H-T-NG throcghtheTeeth. Vouiiling. Hurkjre. fmmi. 

- have you got a padlock on yout a-<,e, that you ^te 
tbruugh your tcetht Vulgar adilrcivs to one vomiliiig. 

Sh-t Sack. A <)!i^tardi; /ellow: also, a n«u-conf«nnicl. 
This appellation is said to have originated IVoin the fbl~ 
wing story: — After the restoration, the lawa agaiml 

r the noii'Cauroriuists tvere extremelj' severe. They tuuw- 

I times met in very obscure places : and there ia a iTBditioii 
that one of their congregations were assembled in a tisro, 
the rendezvous of beggars and other vagrants, where Ibc 
preacher, for want of a ladder or tub, was suspended in 
a sack fixed to the beam. His dtacourse that day being 
onthe LaalJudgemcnl, he particularly attempted to (fewnbc 
the terrors of the wicked at the soundiog of the tmnpel, 
*hich a trumpeter to a pup|)et-show, who had token 
refuge in that barn, and lay hid under the straw, souudtd 
a charge. The congregation, struck with the utiuost 
consternation, fled in an instant from tlie place, leamg 
their aOVigliled teacher to shift for liimaelf. The effects 
of his terror are said to have appeared at the bolloai of 
(he Slick, and lo have occasioned that upprohrious appel- 
lation by wliich the non-con for niists were vulgarly diilb- 
guialied. 

Shod all bound, A parson who attends h funeral \ 
to be sbo4l all round, when he receiver a hat-band,., 
and Bcarf ; many shoeings being only partial. 

SuooLE. To go skulking about. 

Shoot THE Cat. To vomit from excess uf liquor:, J 
alio, catling. 

Shoplifter. One that steals wbilst pretending to | 
goods in a shop. 

Short. A drum unlenglliened by water. Canl. 
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Short-heeled Wekch. A girl apt to fall on her b 

Shot. To pay one's shot ; to pay one's share of . j 

ing. Shot betwixt wind aiid water; |>oxcd or clapj 
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Shotten Herring. A thin mengrc fellow. 

Shodldbr Clapper. A bailiff, or member of the holJ- 

fast club. Sliouldcr-clappod ; arrested. 
Shoulder Feast. A dinner given after a funeral, to those 

who have carried the corpse. 
^Shoulder Sham. A partner to a file. See FiLB. 
Shoving the Moon. Moving goods by moonlight to prevent 

their being siened by llic landlord. Cant, 
Shove in the Mouth. A dram. 
'Shovel. To be put to bed with a shovel: to be buried. 

He or she was fed with a fire-sbovel; a saying of a person 

with a large luoulb. 
"Shove the Tumbler. To be whipped at Ihe cart's tail. 
Shred. A tailor. 
■Shbimp. a diminutive person. 
Shuffle. To make use of false pretences, or unfair shifts. 

A shuffling fellow; a slippery shifting fellow. 
Shttttbr Racket. The practice of robbing bouses, or 

shops, by boring a bole in the window-shutters, and taking 

out a pane of glass. 
'Sht Cock. Out who keeps witliin doors for fear of bailiffs. 
^Shy for it. " 1 must have a shi/ for i/, if I lose my stick," 
* i. e. I will have n fight before I give up luy right. Cant. 
"Sice. Sixpence. 
Sick as a Horse. Horses are said to be extremely sick 

at their stomachs, from being unable to relieve themselves 

by vomiting. Bracken, indeed, in his Farriery, gives an 

instance of that evacuation being procured, but by a means 

which, he says, would make the Devil vomit. Such us 
' may have occasion to administer an emetic either to the 
*" animal or the fiend, may consult his book for Ihe recipe, 
'Side Pocket, He has us much need of a wife as a dog of 

B side-pocket; said of a weak old debililated man. He 

wants it ns much as a dog does a side-pocket ; a simile used 

for one who desires auy thing by no means necessary. 
■StDLEDVWRY. Crooked. 
BiGN OF A House to Let. A widow's weeds. 
f Five Shillings. The crown. 
Sign op the< Ten Shillings. The two crowns. 

I Fifteen Shillings. The three crowns. 
"Silence. To silence a man; to knock him down, or stun 

him. Silence in ibe court, the cat is p — ing; a gird upon 

any one requiring silence unnecessarily. 
Silent Flute. Synonymous with Sugar Stick, &c. 
Silk Port. Assumption of a gentlemau commoner's gown. 

Oxf, Univ. cant. 
"Silk Snatchers. Thieves who snatch hoods or bonnets 

from persons walking in Ihe streets. 

o2 
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Sii.VES Laced. Rcpkk wiUi lice. Tlie cove's kicksrys »n 
silver lat-ed; the fellow's breeches arc covered wilb lice. 

S1MEOMTE8, (at Cambridge,) the followers of tiie Rev, 
Charles Simeon, fellow of King's CuUegp, author of Ske- 
leloDs of Sermons, and preacher »t Trinity church; Ifacy 
are, in fact, rank methodists. 

SiMKiN. A foolish fellow. 

Simon. Sixpence. Simple Simon; a nalural, aiillyfeUow; 
Siuinn Suck-egg sold hh wife for un addle duok-egg. 

SiMPSR. To smile: la simper like a lirmity kellle. 

SiMPLBs. Physical herbs: also, follies. He must go to 
Batlersea, to be cut for llie simples — Batler»ea is a place 
famous for its garcleD grounds, some of which were for- 
merly appmprialcd to the growing of simples for opollie- 
caries, who, at a certain season, used lo go down to Bcted 
their stock for the ensuing year, at wliich lime the pt- 
d en era were said to cut their simples; whence it beLimr 
a popular joke to advise young people to go tu Baltenei, 
at that time, to have their simples cut, or to he cut for tbr 

SiMPLifroN. Abbreviation of simple Tony or Anthony, t 

foolish fellow. 
Sing. To call out; the coves sing out beef; ihey call out 

stop thief, 
SingSmall. To be humbled, confounded, ornbnshed. tohave 

little or nothing lo say for one's self, to eat humble pie. Cft. 
Single Peeper. A person having but one eye. 
Singleton. A corkscrew, made by a famous cutW of that 

uame, who lived tn a place called licll, in Dubim: his 

screws are remarkable for their excellent temper. 
Sir John. The old title for a country parson : as Sir John 

of Wrotham, mentioned by Shakspeare. ObauUttt 
Sir John ISari.rycorn. Strong; beer. 
Sir Loin. The snr, or upper loin, 
Sir Reverknce. Human excrement, a t— d. 
Sir Sydney, A clasp knife. Cant. 
Sir Timothy. One who, from a desire of being the llwd 

of the company, pays the reckoning, or, as the term ii» 

stands squire. .See Squire. 
Sitting Breeches. One who stays late in company. » 

said to have his sitting breecbes on, or that he will *il 

longer than a hen. 
Six and Eight-pence Au attorney, whose fee oil sevcrsi 

occasious is fixed at that sum. 
Six and Tips. Whisky and small beer. IrUh. 
Six Bob Bit. A six- shilling-piece. ScoUh catit. 
Sixss AND Sevens. Left at sixes and sevens: t.e^ in 

cniifuiion; commonly said of a room where the furnt- 
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lore, &c. b scatlereil about; or nf n busTiieH~1 
settled. 

;SlZB OF Ale. Half a pint. Size of bread and clieese: a 
rertain quantity, Sizings ; Cambridge term for the college 
allowance from the buttery, called, at Oxford, battles. 

)IZE, ( Cambridge.) To sup at ooe's own expcase. If a man 
asks you to tup, he treats you; if to size, you pay for 
u'litit you eat — liquors onli/ being provided by the inviter. 

iizAB. ( Cambridgt. ) Formerly students, who came to the 
university for purposes of study and emolument. But 
-at present they are Just as gay and dissipated as their 
fellow collegians. About fifty years ago, they were on a 
footing with the servitors at Oxford ; but, by the exertions 
of the present Bishop uf {.landaft', who was himself a 
»izar, they were absolved from all marks of inferiority 
or of degradation. The chief dilference at preseut be- 
tween them and the pensioners, consists in the less amount 
of tlieir college fees. The saving thus made induces 
many extravugant fellows to become -sifflrs, that they 
luay have more money to lavish on their dogs, pieces. Sic, 

iSKEW. A cup, or beggar's wooden dish. 

Skewvow, or All abkbw. Crooked, inclining to one side. 

■Skin. In a bad skin; out of temper, in au ill humour. 
Thin-skinned; touchy, [>eevi»b. 

-Skin. A pun>e. Frisk the skin of the Stephen; empty the 
money out of the purse. Queer skin; an empty purse. 
To atrip a man of all his money at play, is termed akintring 
him. 

Skin Flint. An avaricious man or woman. 

Srink. To skin k, is to wait on the company, ring the bell, 
stir the fire, and snuff the candles ; the duty of the young- 
est officer in the military mess. See Boots. ' 

Skins. A tanner. 

Skip Jacks. Youngsters that ride horses on sale, horse- 
dealt-ri' boys : also, a playthlug made for children with the 
breast- bone uf a goose. 

Skip Kknnel. A footman. 

Skipper. A barn. Cant. Also, the captain of s Dutch 

Skit. To wheedle. Cant. 

A Joke. A satirical hint. 

Skulkek. A soldier who, by feigueil sickness, or other 
pretences, evades bis duty; a sailor who keeps below io 
lime of danger : in the civil line, oue who keeps out of 
the way when any work is to be dune. Tu skulk; to 
hide ouc's self, to avoid labour or duty, 

Skv Bldb. Gin. 

5k V Farmers. Cheats who prelend ihey were farmers 
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ID Ibe ule of Sky, or some other remote plac 

ruiaed by a flood, hurricane, or some sueh puoiic wi- 

mily: or else, callecl sky farmers from their farms bfii^ 

in mibibtu, (in the clouds). 
Skv Parlour. The garret, or upper story, 
SLABBERfNG BiB. A parson's or lawyer's band. 
Slag. A s lack -mr tiled fellow, one not ready to resent la 

afiront. 
Slam. A trick: also, a frame at whist lost without acoriog 

one. To slam to a door; to shut it with violence. 
Slamkit^. a female slovea, one whose clothes »etm linng 

oil with a pitch-fork, a careless trapes. 
Slang. A feller. Double-slanged; double-ironed. Now 

double-alanged into the cells for a crop he is knocked 

down; he is double -ironed in the condemned cells, ud 

ordered to be hanged. 
Slang. To defraud a person of any part of his due, U 

called slanging him: also, to cheat by false weights Ot 

measures, or other unfair means. 
Slanging-DUSS. When a man suspects that he hu been 

cutlailerl of any portion of his Just right, he will taj, 

there has been slang ing-dnea condrntd. 
Slap-bang Shop. A petty cook's shop, where tlmt u 

no credit given, but what is had must he paid for dun 

uitk the ready tiap-bang, i. e. immediately. This ii • 
■ common appellation for a nigUULelliir freijiienled by UiicTC*, 

and sometimes for a slage-coauh or caravan. 
Slapdash. Immediately, instantly, or suddenly. 
Slap up. Synonymous with &7ng--«^.- as, " To monW, 

please the figi, I'll take a prime tlap up walk." 
Slasher. A bullying, riotous fellow. Iriih. 
Slat. Half a crown. Cant. 
Slate. A sheet. Canf. 
Slater's Pan. The gaol at Kingston, in Jamaica; SUlc 

is ihe deputy provust-marshal. 
Slavey. A servant of either sex. Cant. 
Slrek WtFBS. Silk handkerchiefs. Cant. 
Sleeping Partner. A partner in a trade, ur shop, wlw 

lends his name and money, for which he receives a sbuc 

of the profit, without doing any jiart of the business. 
SLGEpy. Much worn: the cloth of your coat must be «- 

tremcly sleepy, for it has not had a nap this long lime. 
Sleeveless Errand. A fool's errand, in search of what 

it is impossible to find. 
Slice. To lake a slice; to inln'gue, particularly with a 

married woman, because a slice off a cut loaf Ik DOt miucd. 
Slip. The slash pocket in the skirt of a cual tiehiud. 
Slifgibbet. .Srr Scapeuallows, 
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r Chap. One on whom there 

dance, a shuffling fellow. 
iSlipslops. Tea, waler-gruci, or any innocent beverage 

n medicinally. 
Slip the Wind. To die. Cant. 
'^LOP. Tea. How llie blowens luiiii the slop; liow the 

wenches driiik teal 
Slope it. To eat it or drink it, Canl. 
Slop-Febder. a tea-spoon. Cimt. 
Slops. Wearing apparel anil bedding; used by sranien. 
'Slof-Sbller. a dealer in those articles, who heeps : 

sitop. 
[Slop-Tubs. Tea-things. Come, Moll, cut the alop-lubs . 

come, Mary, pot away the tea-things. Canf. 

•• Our ibip'tnbi being cleim ■'•s.v. 
And all out thallO'iinith niopp'd up, 

v/„:' etc. 8ic. 

EitTttctJrim a WnlmvitUT DtHy. 

Slooch. a stooping gait, a negligent slovenly fellow. Tu 

slouch; to hang down oue'a head. A slouch«d hat; a hat 

whose brims are let down. 
Sloitr. To lock np; to fasten; to button up one's coat; 

t.i make all secure. Cant. 
Sludber de GULLiON.' A dirty nasty fellow. 
Slog. A piece of lead of any shape, to be Bred from a 

hlunderbusg. To tire a slug; to drink a dram. 
Slug-a-bed, a drone, one that caanut rise in the morning. 
Sluicery. a gin-shop. Cant. 
^Sluice YODR Gob. Take a hearty drink. 
Slum. A room. Cant. 
Sldm. Gammon. 

•' Ami Ihiii, Hittioiit oiore tlum, begsn," 

Vidt llandMs Uisfi,. 

i-Sluh (Up to). Not tu be gammoned. 

.Sli;r. To slur, is a method of cheating at dice: also, to 
t call a refleclion on any one's character, lo scandalize. 
Slush. Greasy dish-water, or the skimmings 

fat meal has been boiled. 
Slush Bccket. A foul feeder, one Ihat cats mi 
Sly. Under the rose: transacting busines 

frequently said to be done " upon the »}y." 

-Sly Boots. A cunning fellow, under the mask a 

Smabblbd, (ir Snabbled. Killed in battle. 

Shack. To kUs. 1 had a smack at her muns ; 1 kissed 

lier mouth. To smack calf's skin; to kiss the book, i.e. 

lo mke aa oath. The queer cuffin bid me sniHck calf's 
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skin, but I only bussed my lltumb; tUe Justice bid m 

liiss Ihe book, but 1 only kisaeil my Ibumb. 
Smacking Cove, A coacliraiin. 
Smack Smooth, Level with tbe surface, every Uiing cut 

Smallclothes. Breecbn: a gird at the afTected deKcKt 

of tbe present age ; a suit being called coal, wiiistcoal, hpo 

arlicles, or small clollies. 
Smart Money, Money allowed lo soldiers or sailors for 

tbe loss of a limb, or other hurt received in the service. 
Smash. Leg of mutton and smash ; a leg of mutton bih] 

mashed turnips. Sea term. 
Smash. To break : also, to kick down stairs. Cant. To 

smash: to pass cuunterfeit uioney. 

" She tniat'i'ii the lamp ihat gaiB tlicm Dgbl, 
WhKb dawn iu ducord fell." 

ViJe Randal Scrap Bivk. 

Smasher. A person who lives by passing base coin. Tbe 
cove was fined in the steel for smashing ; the fellow wu 
ordered lo be imprisoned in llie bouse of correction for 
uttering base coin. 

Smashing. Passing of counterfeit coin. Cant. 

Smear. A plasterer. 

Smear Gelt. A bribe. German. 

Smeller. A nose. Smellers; a cat's whiihers. 

Smelling Cheat. An orchard, or garden : also, a no«ega;c. 
Cant. 

Smelts. Half guineas. Cant. 

Smickbt. A smock, or woman's shift. 

Smirk, A bnjcal spruce fellow. To smitli; lo smile, nr 
look pleasantly. 

Smish. a shirt. Cant. 

Smiter. An arm. To smite one's tutor; to j^et mont; 
from bim. Academic tmn. 

Smithfibld Bargain. A bargain whereby Ihe purchuer 
ia taken in. This is likewise frequently useil to express 
matches or marriages contracted solely on the score o' " 
leresi, on one or both sides, where Ihe fair sex are bongbt 
and sold Uke cattle in Smithfield. 

Smock-paced. Fair-faced. 

Smoke. To observe, to suspect. 

Smokkr. a tobacconist. 

Smoky. Curious, suspicious, inquisilive. 

Smooch. Dried leaves of the ash-tree, used by the siang- 
glers for adulterating the black or boheu teas. 

Smocs. a German Jew. 

Smug. A oick name for a blacksmith : also, neat and sprui 

SMt;G Lay. fer^ons who pretend lo be smugglers of lac« 
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. am) valuable articles i these men borrow laoacy of putti 
cans by <lepoailiu(> tbeae fiDods in (beirliamis: 1 bey shortly 
HRerwiirds decamp^ and tbe publicau disicgvcrs too title 
tbat lie liai been duped, aaii, ou opening tlie pretended 
treasure, he linds trifling articles of uu value. 

Smuggling Kbn. A bawdy-bouse. 

Smusa. To snatch, or seize suddenly. 

Smut. Bawdy. Smutty story ; an indecent story. 

Smut, A copper. A grate. Old iron. Tfie cnve was 
tagged for a smut; the fellow was transported for stealin" 
I a copper. 

Snabcle. To rifle or plunder: also, to kill. 

Snack. A share. To go vnacks ; to be |Mrltiers. 

Snaffle. To steal. Tosnaffleanyone'iipoll: to steal his wig. 

Snaffler. a highwayman. Snatiler of prajicers; a horse 

Snaggs. Large teeth: also, snails. 

Snap Dbaoon. A Christmas gambol: raisins and almonds 
tieiiig put into u bowl of brandy, and the candles extin- 
guished, ttie spirit ii set on tire, and the conipanv scram- 
ble for the raisins. 

Snappers. Pistols, 

Snap the Glaze. To break shop-windows or show-gbtsses. 

Snatch Cly, A tliief who snutches women's pockets. 

Sneak. A pilferer. Morning sneak ; one who pilfen early 
in the morning, before it is light. Evening sneak ; au 
eveniug pilferer. Upright sneak; one who aleats pvwler 
pots from tbe alehouse boys employed to collect them. 
To go upon tbe sncuk ; to steal into houses whose doors 
are carelessly left open. Cant. 

Snbakek. A small bowl. 

Sneaking Buoge. One that robs alone. 

Sneaksby. A mean-spiriled fellow, a sneaking cur. 

Sneering. Jeering, iliekering, luujjliing in scorn. 

Sneezer, or Sneezing-Coffer. A suulf-boi. 

Snib. a prig. Scotch cant. 

Snicker. A glandered horse. 

Snicker, or Snigger. To laugh privately, or in one's 

SNilch. To eye, to look at any thing allentively: the cull 
snilcbes. Cant. 

I. Scissors. Cant. 

I. To turn snitch, or snitcher; to Inm informer. 
A person who becomes king's evidence on such au occasion, 
is said to have turned miUh; an informer, or lale-bcarer, 
in general, is called a mitcb, or a mitcAing rascal, in which 
sense milching is synonymous with noting, or coming it. 
Sniv, Hold your tongue: or, snie that. Vaul. 
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Snivbl. To cry, or Ihrow the snot or snivel abant. Sni- 
velling; crying. A snivelling fellow; one that wliin^s oi 

complains." 
Snoach. To spealt through (he nnae, to snufile. 
Snob. A nick name tor a shuenisker. 
Snooze, ofSnoodge. To sleep. T 

to sleep with a wench. Cant. 
Snoozing Ken. A brothel. The swell w; 

snoozing-ken of his screens ; the gcnlleman 

his bank-notes in a brolhel. 
Snodzy. a night-constable. Can'. 
Snout. A hogshead. Cant. 
Snow. Linen hung out to dry or bleach. Spice thi 

to steal llic liaen. 
Snowball. A jeering appellation for a negro. 
Snub. To check, or rebuke. 
Snub D&viL. A parson. 

Snub Nose. A short nose turned np at the end. 
Snddge. a thief who hides hiniselt' under a bed, i: 

to rob the house. 
Snuff. To take suuff; to be offended. 
■ Snuffing. Going into a shop on some pretence, watditng 

an opportunity to throw a handful of snuff in the eytx 

o( the shop-keeper, aud then running off with any valuable 

article you can lay hands on ; this is called muffing fain), 

or goring" i( to ktm on the gnuff'-racket. 
Snuffle. To speak through the nose. 
Snuffles. A cold in the bead, attended with a running nt 

the nose. 
Snuffy. Drunk. Cant. 
Snug. All's snug; all's quiet. 
Soak. To drink. An old soaker; a drunkard, one that 

moistens his clay to make it stick together. 
Socket-Money. A whore's fee, or hire: also, money paid 

for a treat, by a married man caught tu an intrigue. 
Soft. Bank -notes. Cant. 
Soldieb. A red herring. 
Soldier's Bottle. A large one. 
Soldier's Mawnd, A pretended soldier, begging with a 

counterfeit wound, which he prclcnds to have received at 

some famous siege or battle. 
Soldier's Pomatum. A piece of tallow candle. 
SoLFA. A parish-clerk. 
Solomon. The mass. Cant. 
Solo Player. A miserable performer on any inatruBieol, 

who always plays alone, because no oue will slay in the 

room to hear him. 
Son of Prattlbmbnt. A lawvtT. 
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SoKR. He ctmiigerf hU soitg ; he altereii Iiis nccoiint or e'vi- 

(Iciire. It was bought Tor aa old song, i. c. vety cheap. 

His tuoriiing and his evening songs do not agre6; he tells u 

dilTererit story. 

Sop. A bribe. A sop for Cerberns; a bribe for a porter, 

turnkey, or gaoler. 
SopH. (Cambridge.) An under graduate in his second 

year. 
SoBBRL. A yellowUh red. Sorrel-pate; one having red 

hair. 
SORKow SHALL BE HIS Sops. He shall rejient t\m. Sorrow . 
go by me ; a common expletive used by the Presbyterians lu 
Ireland. Obsolete. 
SoRHY. Vile, mean, worthless. A sorry fellow, or hussy ; 

a worthless man or woman. 
Sot-Wked. Tobacco. 
Sod, Not a sou ; not a penny, French. 
Soul-case. The body. He roade a hole in his soul-ease; 

he wounded him. 
Soul in Soak. Drunk. Sea term. 

Sound, or Sounding, means generally to draw from a per- 
son, in an artful manner, any particulars you want to be- 
come acquainted with; for instance, to souud a kid, a por- 
ter, &c. is to pump out of him the purport of his errand, 
the bundle, or load, &c. that your pall may know how to ac- 
cost bim, in order to nap the 3wag. To sound u cly is to 
touch a person's pocket gently on the onlside, in order to 
sscertaiu the nature of its coateuts. Cant. 
Sounders. A herd of swine. 

SouTB Jbopardy. Terrors of insolvency. O^. Univ. cant. 
Sow. A fat woman. He has got the wrong sofc in the ear ; 
he mistakes his man. Drunk as David's tow; &c Dayid's 
Sow. 
Sow's Baby. A sucking pi^. 
Sow Child. A female child. 
Spado. A sword. Spanish. 
SpaNglk. a seveQ-shilliug-piece, 
Spanish. The Spanish; ready money. 
Spanish Coin. Fair words and compliuenls. 
Spanish Faggot. The sun. 

Spanish Padlock. A kind of girdle contrived by jealous 
husbands of that nation to secure tlie chastity uf tlieii 
wives. 
Spanish, or King op Spain's Trumpbteb. Au ass when 

braying. 
Spank. Cimp.) To run neatly along, between a trot and 
gallop. The tils spanked it to town; the horses went mer- 
rily along all the way to town. 
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Spank is, ainoug llic llitevea. to break a pane of glass^HP 
shop- window, ami make a aucJden snatch at some article of 
value, having jireviou^ly tied the sLop-iloor witli a Mrong 
cord on the outside, so as to prevent any pursuit, or the 
shupmuB from getting out till you have had full lime lo 
escape with the booty. 

Spanking. Lar^te. 

Spanks, or Spankers. Money: also, blows with the opeu 
hand. 

Spark. A spruct?, trim, or smart fellow. A man that is 
always thirsty, is said to have a spark in his thruat. 

Sparking Blows. Blows given by cocks before they close, 
or, as the term is, mouth it: used fignruliveiy for words 
previous to a <jiiarrcl. 

SfaRkiSH. Fine, gay. 

Sparrow. Mumbling a sparrow ; a cruel sport, fre(]nentty 
practised at wakes and fairs : fur a small preniuni, a bool^ 
haviughis hands tied behind him, has the wing of a cock- 
sparrow put into his muutli; with this hold, without any 
other assistance than the motion of his lips, he is lo gel Uk 
sparrow's head into his mouth ; on attempting to do which, (he 
bird defends itself surprisingly, frequently peeking the 
mumbler till his lips are covered with bluod, and he is 
obliged to desist : lo prevent the bird from getting away, be 
is fastened by a string to a button of the booby's coal. 

Sparrow-mouthed. Wide-mouthed, like the luouth of a 
sparrow: it is said of such persons, that they do not hold 
their mouths by tease, but have it from year lo year; i.e. 
from ear to ear. One whose mouth cannot be enlarged 
without removing their cars, and who, when they yawn, 
have their heads half off. 

Spatch Cock. [Abhreviatioaof detpatch cock.] A benjait 
killed from the roost, or yard, and immediately skinned, eplit, 
and broiled : an Irish dish upon any sudden occasion. 

Speak. Any thing stolen. He has made a good speak ; be 
has stolen something considerable. 

Speak with. To rob. I spoke with the cull on the cherry 
coloured prancer; 1 robbed the man on the black 
Cant. 

Speckled Wipe, A coloured handkerchief. Cant. 

Spell. A playhouse. Cant. 

Spick. To rob. Spice the swell ; rob the gentleman.. 

spice is the game of foolpad robbery : describing an espMt' 
of this nature, a rogue will say, 1 spiced a swell of so much, 
naming the booty obtained. A spice is a footpad robbery. 

Spice Gloak, A footpad robber. 

Spice Islands. A privy. Stink-hole bay, or Dilherry .creek. 
The fundament. 
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Spider-shankkd. Tltin-lcggcfl. 

Spiflicatk. To confound, silence, or dambfimM.'' ' 

Spilt, A small reward or gift. 

Spilt. Thrown from a iioise, or overturned in a carnngr. 
" Pray, Coachee, don't spill us." 

Spindle-shanks. Slender leg*. 

Spirit away. To kidnap, or inveigle awiij. 

Spiritual Flbsh-Brokh:!!. A parson. 

Spit. He is as like his father as if he was spit onl of firs 
mouth : said of a child mnvh resembliug his rather. 

Spit. A swurd. 

Spitfire. A violent pettish, or passionate person, 

SpLrcED. Married; aa allusion to Joining; two ropes ends by' 
splicing. Sea term. 

Split Crow. Tlie sign of the spread eagle, which bcinp 
represented with tivo heads nn one neck, gives it somewhat 
the appearance of being split. 

Split-Cause, A lawyer. 

Split Tig. A grocer 

Spoil Iron. The nick-namr for a smilli. 

Spoil it. To throw some obstacle in the way of any project 
or undertaking, so as to cause it) failure, is termed spoiliog 
it. In like manner, to prevent another person from succeed- 
ing in his object, either by a wilfnl obstruction, or by some 
act of imprudence ou your part, subjects you to the charije 
of having spoiled him. Speaking of some particular speciea 
of fraud or robbery, which, after a long aeries of succeiis, 
ts now become stale or impracticable from the public bein^ 
guarded against it, thcyiiniiVy will say, xWaK game h spoiUd 
at hist. So having attempted the robbery ol any particular 
hoQse or shop, and by miscarrying caused such an alarm as 
to render a second attempt dangerous or impolitic, they 
will say, that place is spoiled, it is useless to try it on any 

•' Spoil Podding. A parson who preaches long sermons, keep- 
ing his congregation in church till the puddings are overdone. 

SpUNGE. a thirsty fellow, a great drinker. Tospunge; to 
eat and drink at another's cost. Sponging- bouse ; a bailiff's 
lock-up-house, or repository, to which persona arrested are 
taken till tliey find hail, or have spent all their money: a 
house where every species of fraud and extortiou is practised 
under the protection of the law. 

Spunk, Rotten touchwood, or a kind of fungus prepared for 
tinder; figuratively, spirit, courage. 

Spoon Hand. The right hand. 

Spoony. Foolish, lialf-wilted, nonsensical; a man who has 
been drinking till he becomes disgusting by his very ridicu- 
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lous liciiaviour, h said to be spoooy (trunk ; ami from lience 
it is usiial to ciitl a very prating shallow I'ellow, a rank 

spoon. 

SpOBT. To exhibil ; as Jack Jelm sported n new gig yester- 
day, I shall sport a new suit next neek. To sport or fltuli 
one's ivories ; to show one's teelb. To jport timber; to keep 
one's outside floor shut: this term is u!.ed in the tnni m 
court lo signify denying one's self. N.B, The word qpW* 
wa« iu fiteat vogue in the years 1783 and 17ft4. 

Spout. To pledge any property at a pawnbroker's is tensed 
spoLiling it, or shoving it up the spout. 

Spoutino Clvb. a meeting of apprentices and mecbaDicslO 
rehearse difiereni cbaraclers in plays : thus forming recniHt 
for the strolling companies. 

SfOuTeQ. Pawned. 

$ PR BAD. Butter. 

ElpREAD. Twig his spread; i.e. umbrella. Cant. 
ipliEAn Eagle. A iioldier tied to the halberts in order lo ht 
whipped: bis attitude bearing sutne likeness to that figoie, 
as painted on signs. 
Ipree. a frolic. Fun. A drinking bout. A party of fit*- 
■■ 



Sprjng-anklk Warehouse. Newgate; any gaol. IriA. 

S<;)VAB. A Cat man or woman ; from their likeness to a well* 
slulfctl couch, called also a squab, A ncw-lmlcbed 
chicken. 

Sqcabe. All fair, upright, and honest, practices are called the 
lare, in opposition to the cross. Any thing you have bought 
jcquiredhonestlyistermed a square article; and any tnns- 
action which is fairly and etjuilably conducted is said to be 
a square concern. A Iradesi 
considered by Ihi! world to bi 

icquainted with family people, and iheii system of opera- 
tion, is, by the latter, emphatically styled a square cow. 
whereas an old thief who has acquired an indepcndeacd 
md now confines himself to square practices, is called, by 
bis old palls, a flash cove, who has tyed up prigging. Su 
Cross and Plat, in making a bargain or contract, my 
overture considered to be really fair and reasonable, h de- 
clared to be a square thing, or to be upon the square. To 
be upon the square with any person is to have mutually set- 
tled all accounts between you both up lo that moment. To 
Ihrealcu another that you will be upou the square with him 
some time, signifies that you will be even with him for some 
supposed injury, &c. 

Square Crib. A respectable house, uf good repute, whose 
inmates, their mode of life and connexions, are all perfectly 
on the square. .S« Cross Crib. ^ 
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Square Toes. An cM man: square-toett slioes were an- 
ciently worn in couiuioo, anil long retained hy old men, 

Sqijisak. a narrow escape, a chance: lie had a squeak for 
his life. To squeak ; to confess, to peach, or Inrn stag. 
They squeak beef upon us; they cry out thieves after va. 
Cant. 

Squeaker. A bar-boy: alio, abaslard or any otlier ctiild. 
To stifle the squeaker; to murder a bastard, or throw it in- 
to the necessary house. Organ-pipes are likewise called 
squeakers. - The squeakers are meltable ; the small pipes arc 
silver. Cant. 

Squeal. An informer. Scotch cant. 

Squkezb. The neck. Cant. 

Squ BBZE-CuAB. A sour-lookJiig, shrivelled, diminutive fel- 
low. 

Squeeze-Wax. A good-natured foolish fellow, ready to be- 
come security fur another, under hand and seal. 

S|}UIB. A small satirical or political temporary jcu d'cspril, 
which, like the fire-work of that denomination, sjiarklcs, 
bounces, stinkti, and vanishes. 

S{^UINT-A-P1PES. A squinting man or woman; said to be 
born in the middle of the week, and looking both ways 
for Suuday: or bora in a hackney-coach, and looking 
out of both windows : fit for a cook, one eye in the 
pot, and the other up the chimney : looking nine ways at 
once. 

SguiKB OF Alsatia. a weak profligate speudthrin, the 
squire of the company: one who pays the whole reckomng, 
or treats the company, is called standing squire. 

Sqcirish. Foolish. 

Squirhei.. a prostitute: because she, like thai animal, covers 
her back with her tail, Meretrix corpare corpus atit. Me- 
nagiana, ii. 128. 

Squirrel-hunt INC. Sue Hunting. 

Stag. To turn slug ; to impeach one's confederates ■; from 
a herd of deer, who arc said to turn their horns agaiasl any 
of their number who is hunted. 

Stag. To find, discover, or observe. 

Staggcring Bob with his Yellow Pumps. A calf just 
dropped and unable lu stand, killed for veal in Scotland: the 
hoofs of a young calf are yellow. 

Stale Drunk. A person is said to be ttaU drunk when they 
feel languid after a night's debauch. 

Staines. A man who in in pecuniary dutress is said to be at 
StamcifOratthe fiujA, alluding to the Bush Inn at that town. 
See BusHsu. 

Stake. A booty acquired by robbery, or a sum of money 
won at play, is called a ttake ; and, if considerable, a^i'imr 
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slake, oTHhrapj/ ttakc. A person nlluding to any thing 
difficult to be procured, or wbicii he obtains as a great ft- 
Touf, and is therefore comparatively invaluable, would say 
I consider it a itake to get it all : a valuable or acceptable 
acquisition of any kind is empbalically called n ttake, mean- 
ing a great prine. 

Stall WHiMfEH. A bastard. Cant. 

Stall off. A tenu variously applied ; generally, it meaM a 
pretence, excuse, or prevarication i as, a person cliarged 
with any iault, entering into some plausible story, lo excuM 
himself, his hearers or accusers would say, O yeB, liut'i 
a good stall iff, or. Aye, aye, stall it oj^that way if you CMb • 
To extricate a person from any dilemma, or save him from 
disgrace, is called, stalling hiai off: as, an accomplice of 
yours being delected in a robbery, Ac. and about to be 
giveu up lo justice, you will step up as a stranger, iuterfere 
in bis behalf, and, either by vouching for bis innoccnu, 
recoDiraending lenily. or some other arlifice, persuade hi* 
accusers taforego their intention, aud let the prisoner escape: ' 
you will theu boast of having stalled him off in prime twv. ■ 
To avoid or escape any impending evil or punishment ^ ' 
means of artifice, submission, bribe, or otherwise, is alio ' 
cnlletl tlallin^ it off. A man walking the streets, and 
passing a particular shop, or encountering a certain person, 
which or whom be has reasons for wishing to avoid, will ny ' 
to any friend who may he with him, I wish you'd gtatl ne * 
^Jrom that crib, (or from that cove, as the case my < 
be,) meaning, walk in such a way as to cover or obscwe 
me from notice, until we are past the shop or person ia ' 
question. 
Stall VP, To stall a person up, (a term used by pick- 
pockets,) is to surruuiid hini in a crowd, or violent pressure, 
and even sometimes in the open street, while walking along, 
aud by violence force his arms up, and keep them in lint 
position while others of the gang rifle his pockets at plea»iii«, 
the cove being unable lo help or defend himself: this is 
what the newspapers deuouiinate hustling, and is universoUy 
practised at the doors of public theatres, at boxing malokea^ 
ship launches, and other places where the general aaswlj 
uf all ranks, either to push forward, or to obtain a tww < 
of the scene before them, forms a pretext for josllJBg, < 
aud every other advantage which tlie strength or auBi- 
bers of one parly gives them over a weaker one, or a 
single person. It is not unusual for the buz-coves, on par- 
ticular occasions, to procure a formidable squad of stout ' 
fellows of the lower class, who, though not expert at 
knuckling, render essential service by violently pusbing and 
squeezing in the crowd, and, iu the confusiou excited by 
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laet, the tincoiictrne<I prigg rrap a plentiful MrAsT. 
and the »taller» tip are gratified willi sucli part of the 
gaiBBBrquir«d as the liberality of the knuckling genllemrn 
may proiwpt rlietn to be«tow. TItis covp de gufrre is termed 
making: a regular sImU at such a place, nuniing the scene nf 
dieir oi>rration9. Set StaI.l. 

'ALLiNO. Making nr ordaining. Stalling to tlie rogue; an 
■ncienl ceremony of tiiBlitnting u caiididale inlo thi? socielv 
of rog^ies, Bomewhal similar to the creation of a herald at 
•rms. It is thus described by Harman: the nnright man 
taking a gag« of bowse, i.e. a pot of strong drinlc, pours it 
on Ihelieuil of the rogue to be admitted, saying, I, A B, ilo 
flail thee, B C, to the rogue ; ami from hencefortli it shall be 
lawful for thee to tant for thy living in all places. 
ruLLiNG Ken. A broker's 'shop; or, a receiver of stolen 

u goods. 

■ALLloN. A man kept by an old lady for secret services. 
TAM Flesh. To caul. 'Cant. 
rAMMEL, or Strammel. A coarse brawny vreneh. 

bHMEB. An indictment. Cant, ' 

KMP.. A particular manner of throwing the dice out of tUP 

'4wiK, by striking it wHb violence against the table. ""' 

'Stamp Drawers. Stockings. Can*. ' ' 

Stampers, Shoes. 
Stamps. Legs. 
Stani>-still. He was run to a stand-still: i.e. till he could no 

longer move. 
fcANDTUB Patter. To be tried for an offence. Cant. 

ffAR. The star is a game chiefly practised by young boys. 
often under ten years of age, although the offence is capitu). 
I( consists in cutting a pane of glass Jn a shop-window, by 
a peculiar operation called starring the glaze, which is per- 
formed very effectually by a common |)enknifc; the depre- 
dators then take out such articles of value us lie within 
reach of their arm, which, if Ihey are not interrupted, 

B sometimes includes half the contents of a window. A 
person convicted of this oflence is said to have been donr for 
a ttar. 

rAKCHED. Stiff, prim, formal, aflecled. 
TAK Gazer, A horse who throws up his head: also, a 
liedge whore. 

ITARING Quarter. An ox cheek. 
^ABK NAKED. Gin. Cant. 

■AK La6- Breaking shop-windows, and stealing sonic article ^ 
thereout. 
fa-ABT, or The Old Start. Newgate: be is gone to the 
Start, or the Old Start. Cant. 
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Starter, One wtio leaves 3 Joll}' camguiny, a niilki 
is 110 starter ; he will sit lunger than a hen. 

Star the Glaze. To break aiid rob a jeweller'* sbow gltu. 
Cant. 

Stabvb'bm, Rob'em, and Cheat'bm. Strouil, RocheMer, 
and Chatham ; to called by soldiers nnd sailors, and Hit 
wilhoul good T^a^ons, 

Stash. To ttash any praclice, habit, or proceediog, tiguifiH 
to ]>ut ail end to, relinquish, or quash the same; Uiu, a 
thief determined to leave oS his vicious courses will declaif 
that he meaas lo Umh (or stow) prigging. A mu Ib' 
custody for felony will endeavour, by offering money, or 
other means, to induce his prosecutor's forbearance, tai 
comiiromise the matter, so as to obtain his liberation; thii 
is called stashing the business. To slash drinking, card- 
playing, or any other employment you mav be engaged in< 
for the time present, siguifies to stow it, knife il, ckttm it, 
or cut it, which are all synonymous, that is, to dciiilDC 
leave off. See WantbD. 

Statb. To lie in state ; to be in bed with three TCgoUt 
harlots. 

States of 1ndefeni>bncy. Froutiers of Extravagance. 0*/. 
Univ. cant. 

Stay. A cuckold, 1 

Staytapb, a tailor; from that article, and its coa4iBl*(* 
buckram; which formerly made no small figure id Um faiU 
of those knights of the needle, 

Stbanek. a pipe. A swell steamer ; a long pipe, such U 
is Dsed by gcnllemen to smoke. 

Stbrl. The huuse of correction. 

Stbbl Bar. A needle. A steel bar dinger 1 u tailor, sUj- 
maker, or any other person using a needle. 

Steenkikk. a muslin neckcloth carelessly put oii, from tbc 
manner in which the French officers wore their ciivsti whet 
they returned from the battle of Steeiikirk. 

STEEPLE-iloiJSE. A name given tu the church by dilMiH 

Strphen. Money. Stephen's at home ; i.e. he ha> mooey. 
Stepney. A decoction of raisins of the sun and lemons is 

conduit water, sweetened with sugar, and bottled up. 
Stewed Qt;AKER. Burnt rum, with a piece of butter 

American remedy for a cold. 
Stick Flams. A pair of gloves. 
Sticks. Household furniture. 
Sticks. Fops or pistols. Slow youi sticks; bide jout pi^ 

tol>. Cant. See Fops. , 

Stiff, or Thick. Oiving a bill instead of money is deiMiu- 
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eantife cant. 

Stiff ONES. Of no use, deail uil'h. 

Stiff-humped. Proud, stalely. 

Enxo. Tii rub or delntud a person or ptac? is culled tting- 
ing Iliem : as, Ihat tiive is too fly : he lias beta ttuna; be- 
fore; tncHiiin^ that Ihnt iiiau is u)ioii Itis guard, lie has 
already been trickeil. 

BriNGBliM. A niggard. 

"iTINOO. Strong beer, or oilier liquor. 
'Tink. When any robbery of moment has been committed 
w)li<^h causes much alarm, or of which mucli \i said iu lh« 
daily |>npers, theyoMi/y people will say, there ia a great HitOt 

about it. SreWANTED. 

BtikxeB. a black eye. Cant. 

Stirrup Cup. A parting cup or glass drank ou horseback 
by the person taking leave. 

Stitch. A uicknnnie for a tailor : also, a term for lying with 
8 woman. 

Stiver-cramped. Needy, wanting money. A stiver is a 
Dutch coin, wortli somewhat more than a penny sterling. 

Stock. A good stock; i.e. of impudence. Stock and block ; 
the whole: he has lost stock and block. 

Stock Drawers. Stockings. 

Stock Jobbers. Persons who gamble in the Stock Exchange, 
by pretending to buy and sell the public funds, but in reality 
only betting that they will be at a certain price at a particu- 
lar time ; possessing neither the stock pretended to be sold, 
Dor money sufficient to make good the payments (or which 
they contract. These gentlemenare known under the different 
appellations of bulls, bears, and lame ducks. 
JStomach Worm. The stomach worm gnaws ; I am hungry. 

'Stonr. Two stone under weight, or wanting ; an eunuch. 
Stone doublet : a prison. Slotie dead ; dead as a stone. 

Stone Jug. Newgate, or any other prison. 

Stone Tavern. Ditto. 

Stoop. The pillory. The cull was served tor macing, and 
napped the sloop; he was convicted wf swindling, and put 
hi the pilloiy. 

jBtoopi no-Match. The exhibition of one or more persons in 
the pillory. Ste Push. 

StOOP-NAFPERS, or OvEHliBBRB OF THB NEW PaVBUBMT. 

Persons set in the pillory. Cant, 
Stoter. a great blow. Tip him a stoter in the haltering 

place ; give htm a blow under the left ear. 
Stocp. a vessel to hold liquor ; a vessel containing a sice, 

or half ft pint, is so called at Cambridge. 

p2 
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!*TOW, Slow you: be silenl, ot hold yniir ; 
wbidijs and plBDl'en. for the cove of llii 
__._■. ij -lugh. the I 



II have suid i 



Slow yo 

n cant'a 

■f the house uodentni 



Strait-laced. Precise, over nice, puritanicai. 

Strait Waistcoat. A tight waistcoat, wiili lone »l«ns 

coming over the hand, liavii)|{ strioKs for biniltiig them k- 

hind the back of (lie ncurer : these wulilcuats art gtrd 

in madhouse* for the management of lunalic-t vihm oal- 

Tageous. 
Stranger. \ guiueu. 
Stranglb Goobh. a puulieter. 
.Strap. To work. The kiddy would not strap, su be «nt 

on the ecamp ; the lad would not work, and therefore rofaM 

on the highway. 
Strapper. A large man or woman. 
Strapping. Lyiog with a woman. Canl. 
Straw, a good woman in the »lraw ; a tying-jn itoan. 

His eyca ilmw straw; his eyes are almost shut, or ha a 

almost asleep : one eye draws straw, and t'other wmt Mm 

Ihatcher. 
Strrtcu. a yard. The cove was lagged for prigging aptin 

with several slrelch of dobbin from a drag ; the fellow m 

Iranspotled for slcaliiig a trunk, containing several yardtuf 

riband, from a waggon. 
Stbetching. Hauging. He'll strelch for il; be wAI be 

hanged for it: also, telling a great lie: he strelcbed stoully- 
Strikb. Twenty shillings. Cant, 
Strip MH naked. Gin. Speaking of Randall ImviDg Tfta- 

ed a gin-shop, the bard says, 

" Then ^fa■ll joong Bscchui lee liit jiliiieriog Jifine 
Delng'd HJib Urip uf tiiiIkiI 'Meid uf irine." 

RuiuldU'i Dmy. 

Stkokb. To take a stroke ; to take a bout with s womta. 
Strollbsb. ItJneranU of dift'erent kinds. Strolling BOlUi 

beggars or pedlars pretending (o be widows. 
STROMMEt. Straw. Cant. 
Strong Man. To play the part of the strong 



to push the cRrt and hi 

tail. 
Strum. A perriwig. Rut 

bridge.) To do a |>iece. 
Strom. To have carnal ki 

badly on the harpsichord, 



1 too : to be whipped at Ihc earfi 

strum; a fine large wig. (CtK.- 
Pteuiiiiam subagitan-. Camt. 
wledfie of a woman : also, to phlj 
r aijy other stringed JnstruneaL 



A strummer of wire ; a player on any iastrumcut Strang iM 



STRUMMEt. The h 



used l)v viiittii^rs to 



Cant. 

walk fiisl. 
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SUN 

PUHPIT, ATWIot. 

tiBBLE IT. Hold your tongue. Cant. 
Nolhing:. Cattt. 
CED. Pitied Willi the s ID a II- pox : iLe Devil rnii ovei 
lis face with horie-stnbs (lioMe-nails) in his shoes. 

Guiumou. " What ntuff it i«." " I will not bpiiil< 
imoned upon by such stuff." Cant, 
-UNO Ken. Ste Stalling Ken, 
The flower for fermenting wi 
ullerate their wiues. 
Money. Cent. 

Poor, destitute of money. 
MPS. Legs. To stir one's stumps i 

RDY Beggars. The fifth dnd last of the most ancient 
rder of (.'unters ; beggars that rather demand than ask. 
C«nt. 

[•• liquor of any sort. To suck the monkey. 
CSce Monkey.) Sucky; drunk. 
A hreaal pocket. Cant,'* 
iDCK. Til pump. To draw from a man all he knows. The 
file sucked the noodle's brains ; the deep one drew out of the 
Jbol all lie knew. 
KINO Chicken. A young chicken. 
), In the suds; in trouble, in a diaagreeablc situation, 
involved in some dilficulty. 
lAR Stick. The virile member. 

IT. bi ^neral, nyiiouynious with giitnc ; as, what suit did 
,ou give it to 'em upon '} in what uiHuner did you rub Iheni, 
or upon what pretence, Ac. did you defraud them? One 
•pecies of iaiposiliou is said to be a primo suit, iiiiothcr a 
f ue«r suit : a man describing the pretext he used tii obtain 
money from another, would say. I drawed him of a quid 
ion the suit of so uad so, uaniing the ground of his appli- 
(Src Draw.) A person having engaged with 
on very advautageous terms to serve or work for 
ill declare that he is upon a good suit. To use great 
•ubmission and respect in asking any favour of another, is 
icalled giving it Id him upon the humble suit. 
DIT AND Cloae. Good store of brandy, or other strong 
liquor, let down gutter-lane. 
«1T OF Mourning. A pair of black eyes. Cant. 
lULKY, A one-horse chaise or carriage, capable of bolding 
but one |>ersou : called by the French a drsobligeanlr. 
To have been in the sun ; said of one that is drunk. 
lONBURNT. Clap|)«d: also, Iiaving many mule children, 
Sunday Man. One who goes abroad on that day only, for 
fear of arrests. 
UNNY Bank, A good fire in winter. 



i 



Su PERN Act) LCM. Good liquor, of which there u not even 
a drop left sufficient to wet one's nail. 

SiTHVP.YoR OF THE HIGHWAYS. One leeUng drunk. 

Sdrvevoe of the Pavement. One standing in the pillorj. 

SuspGNBB. One in a deadW luspense ; st man just turned off' 
the gallows. 

Sus. PER Coll. flanged : persons who have beeu baofed 
are thus entered into thejailer'i books. 

Sutler. A camp publican: also, one Ihat pilfers ^*es, 
tobacco boxe^, and such small nioveables. 

Swabbers. The ace of hearts, knave of clubs, ace and duw 
of tniiups at whist: also, the lubberly seamen, put la swab 
and clean the ship, 

SwAD, orSwADKtN. A soldier. Cant. 

SwABOLE. To beat with a slick. 

SwADDLERs. Tbetentii order of the canting tribe, who not imljr 
rob, but beat, and often murder passengers. Cant. Swad- 
dlers is, also, tbe Irish name for methodiats. 

Swag. A bundle, parcel, or package ; as a itoag of smow. Sic 
The ncag, is a term uai-d in >p<uakiiig of any booty you ha»e 
lately obtained, be it of what kind it may, except money; at 
where did you lumbtr Iht twagl that is, wheTc di<t yna 
de|>oBit Ihe stolen property 1 To carry thf iwag is to be tbe 
bearer of the stolen goods to a place of safety. A twag of ) 
any thing, siguifies, emphatically, a great deal. To btvc' 
knapp'd a good swag, is to have got a good booty. " 

Swag. Wearing-apparel, linen, piece-goods, &c. are all touh ■ 
prehended under the name of neag, (when describing tvy 
speak lately made, drc.) in order to distinguish them fros 
plate, jewellery, or other mure portable articles. 

Swagger. To bully, brag, or boast; also, to strut. 

Swannery, He keeps a suanucrj-, i.e. all his geoe 

Swap. To exchange or barter one article for another, /rut 
eant. 

Sweating. A mode of diminiahing the gold coin, praclbcd 
chiefly by the Jews, who corrode it with aqua regia. Sweat- 
ing was, also, a diversion practised by the bloods of (be laA 
century, who styled IhemselTef Mohocks : these gentleoieB 
lay in wait to surprise some person late in tbe night, wrbeo) 
surrounding him, they with their swords pricked him in tlM 
posteriors, which obliged hira to be constantly tumini 
round; this they continued till they thought him tufficieatl] 
sweated. 

Sweet. Easy to he imposed on, or taken in: also, expertj 
dexterous, clever. Sweet's your band ; said of one dexlvront 
at stealing. •^ 

Sweeten. A gMwIer, To give money to a beggar, C<i»ti 



SwBET Mhakt. a Iprm applicable to eitlier llic tiiiisculiiie 
or feminine {gender, signifying a girl's lover, or a mairs 
mistros: derived from a sweet cake in Ibe shape of a heart. 
SwEETMEBs. Guinea droppers, cheats, sharpers. To sweeten; 
lo decoy, or draw in. To be sweet upon; to coax, wheedle, 
court, or allure. He seemed sweet upon that wench; he 
seemed to court that girl. 
SwsLL. A gentleman; hut nn}' well- dressed person is em- 
phatically termed a futell, or a rank twcU, A Jamily man 
(vho appears to have plenlv of money, and makes a genteel 
figure, is said, by his associates, to be in Swell-itml. Any 
thing remarkable for its bcauly or elegance U vailed a twell 
article ; ho a swell crib is a genteel iiouse ; a twell mollishcr, 
an elegantly dressed woman, Sfc. Sometimes, in alluding lo a 
particular gentleman, whose name is not requisite, he is styled 
the neell, meaning the person who is the object of your dis- 
course, or attention ; and whether he is called the neell, the 
cove, or the gory, is immaterial, as in the following (iu 
addition to many other) examples: — I was turned up at 
China-Street, because the nctll would not appear ; meaniDg, 
of course, the prosecutor: again, speaking of a person whom 
you were on the point of robbing, but who has taken the 
alarm, aud is therefore on his guard, you will say to your 
f^ll, it's of no use, the core is us doum as a hammer : or, we 
may as well stow it, the gory'a leary. See Cove and Down. 

SwBLtKO Head. A disorder to which hor:<es are extremely 
liable, particularly those of the subalterns of the army. 
This disorder is generally occasioned by remaining too long in 
one livery-stable or inn, aud oi\en arises to that height that 
it prevents their coming out at the stable door. The most 
certain cure is the uHjfiifnfMni ourfum— not applied to the 
horse, but lo the jielm of the master of the inn or stable. 
N. it. Neither this disorder, nor its remedy, is mentioned by 
either Bracken, Bartlet, or any of the modern writers on 
farriery. 

Swig. A hearty draught of liquor. 

SwioMEN. Thieves who travel the country under colour of 
buying old shoes, old clothes, &c. or selling brooms, oiops, 
Ac. Con/. 

Swill. To drink greedily, 

SniLL Tub. A drunkard, a sot. 

SwiMMEB. A connterfeil old coin. 

Swimmer, A ship, 1 shall have a swimmer; a 'cunt phrase 
used by thieves to signify that they will be sent on board the 

Swimmer. A guard-ship in the river, A thief who, in order 
to avoid prosecution, when before a magistrate, on condition 
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ol' being K<:iit on board llie receiving ship lo ^rvc tbe kiug, 
is deQominated tiy liis pall*, to have been noimmend. Cant. 

Swindler. One who obtains goods on cretnt by false pre- 
tences, and sells them for ready money at any price, in order 
tu make up a purse. ThU name is derived from the Gennan 
word tchwindlin, to totter, to be ready to fall ; these arts 
being generally practised by persons on the totter, or jiisl 
ready to break. The term swindler hus since been used lo 
signify cheats of every kind. 

Swing. To be hanged. He will swing for it j he will be 
hanged for it. 

Swinge. To beat stonily. 

Swinging. A great swinging fellow; a %nii stout fcIJow 
A swinging lie ; a lusty lie. 

Swing Tail. A hog. 

Swipe. To drink. 



•'FUirfakcT' 



liid itruddtif tn*^ ti, 



lancioU'i Scrap B«L 



Swipes. Puner's ewipeii ; small beer : so lenued on boanl ibe 
king's ships, where il is furnished by the purser. 

Swish Tail. A pheasant ; so called by tlie persons who sell 
game for the poachers. 

SwiSHSD. Married, 

SwiVK. To copulate. 

SwiVEL-BVED. Squinting. 

SwoDDY. A soldier. 

SwoKD ItACKBT. To enlist in different regintciils, ami, on to- 
eeiviug Ihebounly, to desert immediately. 

SVBBOCK. Sixpence. 

Syntax. A schoolmaster. 



TABBY. An old maid ; either from Tabilha, a formal anti- 
quated name, or else from a tabby cat, old maids being ofleo 
compared to cats. To drive lab; to go out on a party of 
pleasure with a wife and family. 

Tace. Silence, hold your tongue. Tact is Latin for a candle; 
a jocular admonition to be silent on any subject. 

Tackle. A mistress: also, gooil clothes. The cull has Upt 
his tackle rum gigging; the fellow has given his mistrns 
good clothes. A man's tackle; the genitals. 

Taffy, i.e. Davy. A general name for a Welshman, St. 
David being the tutelar saint of Wales. Taffy's d«y. The 
tirst day of March, St. David's day. 



TAP 

Tag-rag unil Oob-TAII.. An e:<preMion nicaniDg an a^eiU' 
blage of low |>(roplc, the oiobility of all sorts. To tag after 
one like a lantuny pig ; to follow one wherever one goes, 
just 3S Si. Anthony h followed by his pig. 
Tail. A proslituli? : also, a sword. 

Tailor. Nine lailors makes a man ; an ancient fiml comtnoa 
saying, originating from the effeminancy of their employ' 
ment ; or, as some have it, from nine tailors having been 
robbed by one man ; according lo others, from the speech of 
a wool leu-draper, meaning that the cunlom of nine tailors 
would make or euricli one mau. A London tailor, rated (o 
furnish half a man to the trained bands, asking how Hint 
could po&sibly be done? was answered, by sending four 
journeymett and an apprentice. Put a tailor, n weaver, and 
a miller into ii sack, shake tbem well, and the first thai pnis 
out bis head h certainly a thief. A tailor is fi'ci|uently 
styled prickluuse, from their assaults on those veimitt with 
their needles. 

Tailor's Goose. An iron with which, when healed, they 
press down the scams of clothes. 

Tale Tellers. Persous suid to have been formerly hired to 
tell wonderful stories of giants and fairies, tu lull their hearers 
lo sleep. Talesman ; the author of a story or report : I'll 
tell you Qiy tale and my talesman. Tale-bearers; mischief 
makers, incendiaries in families. 

Tally Men. Brokers that let out clothes to the women of 
the town. See Rabbit Suckers. 

Tamb. To run tame about a house; to live familiarly in the 
I'amily with which one is upon a visit. Tame army ; the city 
trained bands. 

Tandeh. a two-wheeled chaise, buggy, or noddy, drawn by 
two horses, one before the other; that is, at length. . 

Tannkb. a st^tpeoce. The kiddy tipt the rattling cove a 
tanner for luck ; the lad gave the coachman sixpence for 
drink. 

Tantrdms. Fet, or passion; madam was in her tantrums. 

Tap. a gentle blow. A lap on the shoulder ; an arrest. 
To lap a girl ; to be the first seducer : in illusion to a beer 
barrel. To tup a guinea ; to get it changed. 

Tape. Red tape ; brandy. Blue or white tape : gin. 
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"In thit iliiD foggjr cl 
Wilb lu|Kin Ihc ID 
Thej du ihn thing 



le they iliiuk if ihey cram one 
ning Rbd punfh m ibc oigbl. 



" Open yoHr Itinnli, Isdl, wide u yon handle 
liie lu^ 1 pout into llie glau iu each liaiiJU." 

TAF^BRti. Shoulder tappers : bailifi's. 
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Taplask. Thick aiid bud beer. 
Tar. Don't lose a sliee|i for a halfiKiiny worib of lirMi^ » 
used to niHrk sheep. A Jack tar ; a »ailor. 
\ Taradiddle. A fib, or fuUily. 

I Tabpawlin. a coarse cloth tarred over: also, Agnntirely, 
I a sailor. 

I Tarring and Feathering. A punishment lately inflicted 
by the good peuple of Boston, in America, on any p#riou 
convicted or suspected of loyally : such delinqnentt being 
stripped naked, were daubed all over with tar, and anertrants 
pot into a hogshead of feathers. 

Tart. Sour, sharp, quick, pert. 

Tabtar. To catch s Tartar; to attack one of anperior 
strength or abilities. This saying originated from a story of 
an Irish soldier in the Imperial service, who, in a bailie 
against the Turks, called out to his comrade ihat he bad 
caught a Tartar. ' Bring him along then,' said he. ■ He 
won't come,* answered Paddy. 'Then come along yourself,' 
replied his comrade. ■ Arrah," cried he, ' but he won't let 
me.' A Tartar is also an adept at any feal or game ; he is 
quite a Tartar at cricket or billiards. 
FTat. Tit for tat ; an e<iuivalent. 
I Tatler. a walch. To flash a taller : lo wear a walch. 

Tatmongeh. One that uses false dice. 

Tats. False dice. 

Tat Shop. A place for gamblers to meet and play at hazard. 

Tat's Man. One who lives by gambling wilh dice. 

TatterdeHAllion. A ragged fellow, whose clothes hing 
all in latlen. 

Tattoo. A beat of the drum, or signal for soldiers to go to 
their quarters, and a direction lo the sutlers lo close the tap, 
and draw no more liquor for Ihem; it is generally beat mt 
nine in summer and eight in winter. The Devil's latloo : 
beating with one's foot against the ground, as dooe by 
persons in low spirits. 

Taw. A schoolboy's game, played with small rouotl balls 
made of stone du«t, called marbles. I'll be one upon your 
taw presently ; a species of threat. 

Tawdry. Garish, gawdy, with lace or staring and discordant 
colours : a term said to be derived from the shrine and altvr 
of St. Audrey (an Isle of Ely sainless), which, for finery, ex- 
ceeded all others thereabouts, so as to become proverbial; 
whence any fine dressed man or woman was said to be all St. 
Aiidiey, and by coiitradion all tawdry. 

Tawkd. Beaten. 

Teagueland, Ircliinij. TeaKuelanders ; Irishmen. 

Tears of the Tankard. 'The ilripping^ of liiiuwr on a 
man's waistcoat. 

Tea Voidbr. A chiimbor pol. 



Ad mldresB lo u sujiposerl simple loHoW). 



Teddy my Goiison. 

or ninny. Irish. 
Teizb. To nap the leize ; lo receive a whipping. Cant, 
Temple of Bacchus. Merrymaking sAer getting u liceat. , 

Ox/. Univ. cant. 

One whose wife usual!)' felchci him fronl J 



possessed of tt j 

A tender creiitiire, tearful of the least 
rop of rain. As tender as Pariicll, who 
a posset drink. 

: more than live in the 



Tenant at Will, 
the alehouse. 

Tenant FOR Life. A married man; 
woman for life, 

Tender Parnell 
puff of wind or< 
hroke her linger i 

Ten in the Hundeed. 

hundred being deemed usurious ii 

Ten Toes. See Bayard of ten Toes. 

Termagant. Ah outrageous scotd ; from TerniHgatiles, a 
cruet pagan, formerly represented in ilivers shows ami enler- 
tainments, where, being dresseii a la Turgue, in long clothes, 
he was mistaken for a furious woman. 

Terra firma. An estate in land. 

Tester. A sixpence : from Ullon, u coin with a head on it. 

Tetbubv Portion. A * • • " and a clap. 

Thames. He will wot find out a way to set the Tliames oii^ , 
tire; he will not make any wonderful discoveries, tie in n~' 
conjuror. 

Thatch-Gallows. A rogue, or man of bad character. 

Thick. Intimate. They are as thick as two iukle-weavers. 

Thief, You are a murderer and a thief, you have killed m~' 
baboon, and stolen his face; vulgar abuse. 

Thief in a Candle. Part of the wick, or snuff, whieli, fall- 
ing on the tallow, burns and melts it, and, causing it to gut- 
ter, thus steals it away. 

Thief Takers. Fellows who associate with all binds of vil- 
lains, in order (o betray them, when they have committed 
any of those crimes which entitle the persons taking lliem to 
n handsome reward, called blood money. It is the business 
of these thief takers to furnish subjects for a handsome exe- 
cution at the end of every sessions. 

Thimble. A natch. The swell flashes a rum thimble ; Ihe 
gentleman sports a fine waleh. 
, Thinostablk. Mr. Thtngstable ; Mr. Constable: a ludicrous 

' affectation of delicacy in avoiding the pronunciation of Ihe 
t . lirst syllable in the title of that olficer, which, in sound, has 
some similarity to an indecent monosyllable. 

Thingcmbob. Mr. Thingumbob; a vulgar address or nomi- 
nation to any pt-rson whose uame is unknown, the same as 
Mr. Whut-dWe-eall-'im. Thingumbobs ; testicles. 
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TuiRTEBNBB. A sliilliiig in Irelanil, wliicti llii-re passes I'm 
thirleen ppiice. 

"" '» virile member. 



: to be iiiieasj', impatient. 



Thomas. Man Tbomas ; a m. 
Thobnback. An oM maid. 
Thorns. To be or sit upon tl 

anxious for an evenl. 
Thorough bred. Derived frnm a good ^loik. The follow- 
ing litlle genuine anecdote may forcibli^ illustrate Ibis t«rm : 
the father of a celebrated pugilist, who distinguished bitn- 
6elf in 1810, on being a:iked as to (he qualilies of his son, 
answered, " I was always considered a good man myself; 
and, as to my boy's molher, she aud I bail a /all out one 
, day, when XJloortd her six times successively, but sb« cMine 
; again, as if tioUiing had happened. I Ihen allowed her Ihe 
, best oJWk (juarreljand 1 think thU circuiustunce will satisfy 
any amateur that my son is a game man, aud his ptdigrtt 
sound." 
Thorough CHtiKCHMAN. A person who goes in al one door 

of a ckurcb, and out at tlie other, without stopping. 
Thosouoh Couuh. Coughing and breaking wind backwards 

at the same lime. 
Thorough go nimbi-E. A looseness, a violent purging. 
Thorough-good-natured Wench. One who being asked 

to sit down will lie down. 
Thorough Stitch. To go ihorouglt stilcb ; lo stick at no- 

thing, over shoes, over boots. 
Thought. What did thought dol lay in bed and besh-t 
himself, and thought he was up ; reproof lo any oue wfao 
excuses himself for any breach of positive orders, by pleid- 
. iog that he thought to the contrary. 

Three-legged Mare, or Stool. The gallows, formerly 
consisting of three posts, over which were laid ihree trans- 
verse beams. This clumsy machine has given place to 
an elegant coutrivance, called the new drop, by wliich 
^^H^. .the use of that vulgar vehicle, a cart, or mechanical inslru- 
^^^^■L .tneut, a ladder, is also avoided; the patients being left sus- 
^^^^^P pended by the dropping down of that part of the floor on 
^^^^f which they stand. This invenliou was tirst made use vf for 
■^^^ s peer. Sue Drop. 

B^ Thrbk-pbnnv Upright. A retailer of love, who, for llie 

Bf sum mentioned, dispenses her favours standing against a 

■ wall. 

B Three to Onr. lie is playing three to oue, though sure to 

H lose; said of any cue engaged iu Ihc amorous congress, 

H Threfs. Threepence. 

H ThrottLB. To slranglc. 

H Thruttlb. ThL' throHl, or gullet. 
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Through it, or got through the Piece. To beacquilleJ 
of a chtirge: either by the judgemenl of yourself, or fruui 
the asiistunce of jiidJeioiM friends. 

Thbow off. To talk ia a sarcasticul strain, so as to 
convey offensive allusions under llie mask of )iteasantry, 
or innocent freectoin; but, perhaps, secretly ventinf; Ihut 
abuse which yi)u would nnl dure to give in direct terms; 
this is called throKlng off", a practice at wljlch the ^<i«A 
ladies are ver)' expert, when any little jealousies arise 
among tlieui. To bt^in to talk flaih, and spealt freely of 
robberies past, or in contemplaliun, when in company 
with family proplf, is also termed throwing off; meaning 
to bauish all reserve, none but friends being present: also, 
to sing when called on by the company present. See 
Chaunt, 

Thrum. To ]tUy on uny instrument stringed with wire. 
A thiummer of wire; a player on the spinet, harpsichord, 

Thbums. Threepence. 

Thumu. By rule of thumb ; to do any thing by tlint of prac- 
tice. To kiss one's thumb instead of the book ; a vulgar 
expedient to avoid perjury in taking a false oath. 
Thchmikins. An instrument formerly used in Scotland, 
like a vice, to pinch the thumbs of persons accused of dif- 
ferent crimes. In order lo extort confesbiim. 

Thump. A blow. This is belter than a lliump on the buck 
with a stone; said on giving any one a drink of good liquor 
on a cold uioming. Thatch, thistle, thunder, and thump; 
words to the Irish, like the Shibboleth of the Hebrews. 

Thumping. Great. A lliumping buy. 

Thwack. A great blow with a stick across the shoulders. 

To Peg a Hack. To oiount the bos of a hackney-coach, 
drive yourself, ami give the Jarvey a holiday. Cant. 

TtB. A young lass. 

TiBBY. A eat. 

Tib op the Buttery. A goose. Cant. Saint Tibb's 
evening ; the evening of the last day, or day of judgement : 
he will pay you on St. Tibb's eve. frith. 

Tick. Toruno'tick; take up goods upon trust, to run hi 
debt. Tick ; a walch. Scr Sessions Payers. 

Tickle Pitcher. A thirsty fellow, n sot. 

Tickle Tail, A rod, or schoolmaster. A man's penis. 

"Tickle Text. A parson. 

Tickkum. A license. 

Tidy. Neat. 

Tiffing. Euting or drinking out of meal lime, disputing 
or falling out: also, lying with a wench. A tifl' of punch, 
a small bowl of punch. 
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Tilbury. Six|i«iice: so called fro:n JU rmnie rly b^iii;; Die 
fare for crossing over from Gravesend lo Tilburv fort. 

TiLB. A hat. Cant. 

Tilt. To tilt : to Sifhl uilh a sword. To run full tilt against 
one; allusiou to Ihe aQcient lilting with tke lance. 

TiLTER. A sword. 

Timber Toe. A nian with a nooden leg. 

Tim Whisky, A liglil one-ltorse chaise uithout a head. 

Tinny. Afire; a conQagration. 

Tinny-Hunters. Persons nhoso practice it is lo attend 
fires, for the purpose of plundering the unfortunate suffereri, 
under pretenie of assisting them to remove their property. 

Tiny. LitUe. 

Tip, To give or lend. Tip me yonr daddlej give roe 
your hand. Tip me a hog; give me a shilling. To lip 
the lion ; to flatten a man's nose vrith the thumh, and at 
Ihe sanie time to extend his mouth with the fingers, thereby 
giving him a sort of lion-like countenance. To lip Ibe 
velvet; tonguiog a woman. To tip all nine; lo knock 

' down all the nine pins at once, at the game of bowb or 
skittles: tipping, at these games, is slightly touching the 

' ' ps of Ihe pins with the bowl. Tip; a draught: don't 
,811 bis lip. To tip your legs a gallop: lo be off, 

Tifperary Fortune, Two town lands. Stream's town, 
and Ballinocack ; said of Irish women without fortune. 

Tipple. Liquor. 

Tipplers. Sols who are continually sipping. 

TiPSEY. Almost drunk. 

Tip-top. The best: perhaps from fruit, that growinK >t 
the top of the tree being generally Ihe best, as partwing 
most of the sun. A tip-top workman; Ihe best or most 
excellent workman. 

TiT. Ahorse: a pretty little lit; a sjnart little girl. Alii, 
or lid bit; a delicate morsel. Tommy til; a smart lively 
little fellow. 

Tit for Tat. An equivalent. 

Titter. A ^irl. Cant. 

TjTTLE-TATTLE. Idle discourse, scandal, women's talk, or 
small lalk. 

TiTTER-TATTER. One reeling and ready to fall nl the leant 
touch; also, the childish amusement of riding upon the two 
ends of a plank, poised upon the prop underneath its ceutre: 
called aUo a see-saw. 
Tittup. A gentle hand gallop, or canlcr 
Tizzy. Sixpence. 

Toad, Toad in a hole ; meal baked or boiled in pye-crust. 
He or she sits like a load upon a chopping block ; a saying 
of any one who sits ill on horseback. As much need of it 
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I person vvlio desires 
As full of 



as a load of a side-pockrt ; said of a 
aiiy thing for which he has no 
money as a toad is of feathers. 

Toad-Eater. a poor female relation, and hiiiublecunipiiiuaii 
or reduced (jentlewomaa, in a great family, the slauiliiie 
butt, ou whom all kinds of practical Jokes are played off, 
and all ill humours vented. This appellation is derived 
from a mountebank's servant, on whom all experiments used 
to be made in public by the doctor, bis master ; among 
which was the eatiug of loads, formerly supposed poisonous. 
Swallowing loads is here figuratively meant for swallowing 
or putting up with instdts, as disagreeable to a person of 
feeling as toads to the stomach. 

Toast. A health: also, a beautiful woman whose health is 
often drank by men. The origin of tbio term (as it is said) 
was this: — a beautiful lady bathing in a cold bath, one of 
her admirers, out of ^llantry, drank some of the water ; 
whereupon another of her lovers observed, he never dranfe 
in the morninj;, but he would kiss the toast, and immediately 
saluted (he lady. 

Toasting Ikon, or Cheese-Toaster. A sword. 

Tobacco, A plant, once in great estimation as a medicine. 

I'uhiccu hie 
V/i\] ■uaejdu well if jou lie tick. 

Tobacco hie 
If jeu be well will make jou lick. 

Toby. To toby a man is to rob him on the highway : a per- 
son convicted of this offenee is said to be done for a loby. 
The toby applies exclusively to robbing on horseback ; the 
practice of footpad robbery being properly called Ibe spice, 
though it is common lo distinguish the former by the title of 
htgh-loby, and the latter of low-toby. 

Toby-Gill, or Tobvman. Properly signifies a highway- 
man. 

Toddle. To walk away. The cove was touting, hut slagging 
the traps he toddled ; he was looking out and seeing the of 
ficers he walked away. 



PiiU Rmdail'i Oary. 

TopQE. Beat all to a lodge: said of any Ihing beat lo 
smash. 

ToDDY. Originally, the juice of the cocoa tree, and after- 
wards rum, water, sugar, and nutmeg. 

Tog. a coat. Cant, To tog is to dress or put on clothes : 
to log a person is also to supply them with apparel, and they 



are »ai(l to be well or iiueerlj logged, atcotdiug In llieir aji- 



Vidt Randair, Setap BaA. 

TOOOED ODT TO THE NiNEB. A runcifulplirase, meauing siiu}Hy 
Itial a )>tr9«n is well or gaWy drc^tied. 

TOGMANS. The same. 

Togs. Clotlies. The swell is rum logged; llie {i;eiitleiiiun u 
liaadsomely dressed. 

Token. The plague: alsu, the venereal disease. She tipjwd 
him the token ; the gave him a clap, or poK. 

ToL. or Toledo. Aiiword. From Spanish sworda made at 
Toledo, which place was famous for sword bludes of ua ex- 
traordinary temper. 

ToLLiBAN KiG. A species of cheat carried on by a wonaa, 
assumiog the character of a dumb and deaf conjuror. 

Tom Coney. A simple felluw. 

Tom Long. A tiresome story-teller. It is coming by Tom 
hoag, tbe carrier; said of uny thing that has been long ex- 
pected. 

Tommy, Soft tommy, or white tommy; bread is ao'culled 
by sailors to distinguish it from biscuit. Brown looimy; 
ammuDitiun bread for soldiers, or brown bread given tu con- 
victs on board the hullis. 
I Tom of Bedlam. The same as Abram man. 
I'To-MpBHOW-COME-NEVEH. When two Sundays come logetlwr; 
' uever. 

Tom Thumb. A dwarf, a little hop-o'-my-lhumb. 

Tongue. Tongue enongh for two sets of teeth: siud of a 
talkative peisoii. As old as my tongue, and a little olckl 
than my teeth ; a dovetail in aatwer to the question, Hoir 
old are you? Tongue pad; a seojd, or nimble-tougued per- 

ToNlC. A halfpenny. 

Tonv. a silly fellow or ninny. A mere tony ; a sim]»1etOll. 

Tool. The instrument of any person or faction, a cat's paw. 

See Cat's Paw. 
Tools. Implements for housebreaking, pistols, &c. Any 

person convicted under the police at^t, with any of llie above 

implements about his person, is said lo be ^xed for (Ac 

loots. 
Tooth. Something for tbe tooth; i.e. grub. Cant. 
Tooth-Music. Chewing. 

Tooth-Pick. A large stick. An ironical expression. 
Top. To cheat, or trick: also, to insult; he thought to have 
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upon mf. Top ; ifie ligual amon^ tailors far snuff- 
ing the candles i hv who las! pruaouHces that word is 
"obliged tu Ret up »u<l perform the operation. To be 
iopped ; to be haugcd. The cove was topped for timasb- 

>* ing ()(ieer screens ; he was Imnged Ibr uttering forged bHnk> 

' notes. 

Top Diver. A lover of women. An old top diver; one 

I'' who has loved old hat in his lime, 

BTopCr. One that loves his bottle, h Joakcr. Ste Soak. 

ttop Heavy. Drunk. 

Vop Lights, The eyes, Blatt your top liglits. Sec 
Curse. 

^PPEB. A violent blow on the head : also, a hat. Cant. 

Topping Cheat. The gallows. Cant. 

ItoPptKG Cove, The hangman. Cant. 

foppiNci Frllow. One at the top ur head of bis profession. 

foppiNO Man. A rich mait. 

ft>P Ropes. To sway away on all top ropes ; to live riotously 
or e X t ra vu^ n lly . 

VbP Satl. He paid his debts at Portsmouth with the top-sail ; 
i.e. be wcut to sea and left tbem uupaid. So soldiers are 

' 'Biiid trt pay off their scores with the drum; that is, by mardi- 

. ingaway- 

FopSaWyeB signifies a man that is a inu»ler genius iu any 

^vrafession. It is a piece of Norfolk slang, and took its rise 
from Norfolk being a great timber couuty, where the top 

^ nwyera gel double the wa^cs of those beneath them, 

Pdpsy-turvy. The top side theulherway; i.e. the wrong 

^'aide upwards; some explain it, the top side turf ways, turf 
being always laid the wrong side n])warils. 

VtoKcHEcuL. Bumfodder. 

fORMENTOR OF Catgut. A fiddler. 

IbHMENTOR OP Shebp-skin. A drummer. 

Ifosy. An advocate forabsolulc monarchy and churc)ipow4Y: 
also, an Irish vagabond, robber, or rapparee. 

Ibes FOR Sides. A custom adopted in the prize-ting, lo 

- decide which man shall fiice (be sun. The seconds " ihy a 
copprr." 

Toss Pot. A drunkard. 

Totty-Headed. Giddy, )iuir-b rained. 
' Touch. To touch ; lo get money from any one : also, 

I lo arrest. Touched in the wind; broken-winded. Touched 
m the head ; insane, crairy. To touch up a woman ; to have 
carnal knowledge of her. Touch bone and whistle: anyone 
haviug broken wind backwards, according to the vulgar law. 
may be pinched by any of the company till be has luuched 
bone (i.e. his teclb) and whistled, 
, 



1 



T R A 

Tough'Yarn. a long slory. Can*. 

Tout. A look-out bou!ic, or cmiii^ace. 

TouTEKS. In tbe sparling world, men, wlio, od the slj^i ' 
txin the speed und capabilities of race-horses during tt 
tminins, and then give information to certain penoat, wfag, 
from such sort of knowledge, bet llieir money wiUi nore 
certainty. 

Touting. (From tueri; to look out.) Pubticana forcstill- 
ing guests, or meelinc them on the road, and begins 
their custoni; to be met with at Brighton, Margatf. ^c: 
aUo, thieves or smugglers looking out to see that tlie coiM 
is clear. Touting ken; the bar of a public-bouse. 

Towel. A oaken towel; a cudgel. To rub one down wrlh 
an oaken towel ; to beat or cudgel him. 

Tower. Clipped money. They have been round tbe Toon 
— with it. Cant. 

p"^^7| ; Tower. To overlook, lo rise aloft, as in a high tower. 
*^ Tower-Hill-Play. A slap on the face, and a kick on tbi 

breech. 

Town, a woman of the town; a prostitnle. To be on tk 
town ; to live by prostitution. 

Town-Bull, A' Gomaon whore-master. To roar lile « 
town-bull; to cry or bellow aloud. 

Tow-Street. To get a person in a line, to decoy. 

Track. To go. Track up tbe dancers ; go up stairs. Col- 

Tradesmen, Thieves. Clever tradesmen; good thicvei. 

Tramc On the look-out for employment; walking aboiit 
from place to place. Cant. 

Translators, Sellers of old mended shoes and bvoli, Ek- 
tween cobblers and shoe-makers. 

Transmourii>hy, or Transmigrify, To pate b up, ntf 
or alter. 

Transnear. To come up with any body. 

Tranter, Sre[CBocKEB.: > 

Trap. To understand trap ; to know one's own interest. 

Trapan. To inveigle, or ensnare. 

Trapes. A slatternly woman, a careless, sluttish woniaii. . 

Traps. Constables, thief-takers. Cant. 

Trap Sticks. Thin legs; gambs: from the stichi «iA 
which boys play at trap-ball. 

Traveller. To lip the traveller; to tell wonderful i 
to romance. 

Travelling Piquet. A mode of amusemont, p»M* 
tised by two persons riding in a carriage, each reckon- 
ing towards bis game the persons or animals that piss by 
on the side next them, according to the following e«tim>- 
lion: — 
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A parson riding on a gray horse, with trine furnittiK; — 

game. 
All old woman under a hedge ; — ditto, 
A cat looking out of a window; — GO, 
A tRBii, nriHiian, and child, in a buggy;— 40. 
A nMtn-wHh a womitn behind hini':— 30. 
A flock of sheep:— 20. 
A flock of geese; — 10. 
A poslchatte; — A. 
A honeman ; — i. 
A man or woman wnlkiue;— 1. 
Tbay Tbip, An ancient game hke Scoteh lio)>, played on a 
]iaveinenl, marked ont with chalk into different compartments. 
Trencher Cap, The square cap worn hy the collegians, at 
> the universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 
Tbbnches Man. A stout trencher man ; one wflo has a good 
appetite, or, as the term is, plays a good knife and fork, 
'BBS WIN 9. Threepence. 
TriB. a piison: perhaps from tribulation. 
BIO. A bit of stick, paper, &c. placed by thieves in the key- 
hole of, or elsewhere about, the door of a house, which they 
suspect to be uninhabiled ; if the trig remnins unmoved the 
fullowing d;iy, it is a proof that no person sleeps in the house, 
on which the gang enter it the ensuing night «pon the «crtii<, 
and frequently meet with a good booty, such as beds, carpets, 
Ac. the family being probably out <^ town. This operation 
is called trigging Ike Jigger. 
Tbig it. To play truant. To lay a man trigging ; to knock 
* him down. 

Trigbtmate. An idle female companion. 
~ State dress. In 'a sad trim; dirty: also, spruce or 

fine ; a trim fellow. 
Trimming, Cheating, changing side, or beating. I'll Iriui 
his jacket; I'll thrash him. To be trimmed ; to be shaved: 
I'll just ^tep and get trimmed. 
Trim Tram. Like master, like man. 
Trine. To hang : also, Tyburn. 
Tringum trangum. a whim, or maggot, 
■TbiMing. Hunging. 
Trinkets. Toys, baubles, or nicknacks. 
Trip. A short voyage or journey, a false step or stumble, an 
errorof the tongue, a bastard. She has made a trip; she 
has had a bastard. 
Tripe. The belly, or guts. Mr. Double Tripe ; a fat man. 
Tripei and trulhbubs ; the entrails: also, a jeering appel- 
lation for a fat man. 
Troll. To toiler or saunter about. 

92 
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Trollop. A lusly coar&c slutlisb womun. 

Trollylolly. Coarse laco, onco inucli in fiishion. 

Troopek. You will die the cleatli of a trooper's Uorse, lint ii. 
with your iboea on ; a Jocular method of telling any one be 
nil I he banged. 

Trot. An old trot; a decrepit old woman. A dog trot; » 
gentle pace. 

Trotters. Feet. To shake one's trotters at Bill>j'» htW. 
where the sheriff paj'S ihefiddlers; perbapH the Btlhoet' bill, 
i.e. the ball of fellers; — fetters and stocks were aocintlj 
called tlic bilboes. Box your trotters; be off. 

TkoUncb, To puniah by course of law. 

Tkuck. To exchange, swap, or barter: also, a wheel la^ 
as ships' guns lire placeil upon. 

Trui.l. a soldier's or a tinker's trull ; a scddier** or IJnlifr'j 
female cnapuuioii. Gulili, or IrtiUi, nrc spirits like wootll, 
which show great kindness to men, and hereof it is thatm 
call light women trulls. liandlt Hotmst Acadamf if 
Armory. 

Trcmp. a gooti fellow; no flinclier; but who disjilili 
courage npoii every suit. Ctinl. The best card in Ine 
pack, 

Trumpery. An old whore, or goods of no *alue ; r ubbiib. 

Trumpet. To sound one's omii truni|>el ; to praitc ooe'siell'. 

TfttjUrnTER. The king of Spain's trumpeter; a braying tfk 
His trumpeter U dead, he is therefore forced to saandJiii 
own trumpet. He would make an exeelleQl trumpeter, int 
be has a strong breath ; said of one having a fwled breatb- 

Trumps. To be put to one's trumps ; to be in ilifiicullin, « 
put lu one's shifts. . Something may tnri) u(» trunp*: 
something lucky may happen. All his cauls are lninH»: 
he is extremely fortunate. 

Trundlehs. Teas. Obiohte. 

Tbuhk- a iiose. How fares your old trunk ? iluea your now 
still stand fast T ac allusion to the proboscis or trunk of sn 
elephant. To shove a trunk ; to iutroducc one's self mh 
asked into any place or company. Trunk-maker like; nton 
noise than work. 

Tbvstbd alone. This bit ofjliish U made use of, in ipcalf- 
ing of any knowing or e.tperienceci person ; meuniug, toal b« 
is so drep as to tlie tricks of the town, that be may b« 
" (rusted alone" in any company without danger to 'hi 

Trusty Thoqan, or Tkusty Trout. A true friend. 

Thtning, Stt Tkining. 

Try on. To endeavour. To live by thieving. Cows «1» 
try it on ; professed Ihievei. 

Tub'ThumP£B. a Presbyterian parson. 
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Tucked up. Ilaiigvd. A tucker up to an uld tiuclit-lor or 

wiiluwer; a supposeil nislre&s, 
Tv QuoQUE. The mother of all saints. 
Tumbler. A CHrt: also, * shnrpor etniiloycd to draw in 

pigeons to eHinc: likewise a posture-master, or rope-daucer. 

To bliove the tumbler, or perhaps timibril ; to be whipped nt 

Ihe cart's lajl. 
Tune. Tu Iwat. His father tuned him delightfully; per- 

Jiaps fmm (blchln^ n tutie »tit of the person beaten, or frora 

tt coinpariMiu with the <liiiH^reeable sounds of instruments 

when tuning. Oho/etr. 

OP. To have carnal knowledge of a woman. I'idr 

■ OthiUo. 

bp. A ram: figuratively, a cuckold. 

Dp Running. A rural sport practised at wakes and fiiirs 

in Derbyshire: ^ ram, whose tail is well soaped and j;reused, 

is turned out to the multitude; anyone that ran take him by 

the tail, and bold him fast, is to have him for his own. 

CRF. On the turf; persons who keep riinnin<r horsea, or 

■ttenil and bet at horse-races, arc said to be on the turf. 

Brk. a cruel, hard-hearted man. Turkish Irealmeat; 

barbarous ns^igc. Turkish shore; Lambeth, SouUiwark, 

and Kolherhithe sides of the Thames. 
tesKEY Merchant. A poulterer. 

Fdbncoat. One who has changed his parly from interested 
t niotives. 

hiRNED UP. Acijuitted, or discharged, for want of evidence. 
. Cant. 

IntNiP-PATSJ). White or fair haired. 

hiRNlPs. To give any person turnips, is to get rid of him at 
"Sll events. 
•brnpikk-Man, a parion ; because the clergy collect 

Iheir tolls at our entrance into and exit from the world. 
CBN UP. A light pri>diii.-ed from a hasty quarrel. A casual 

boxing match. It U also to desist from, or reiiniinish any 
■tparlicular habit or mode of life. To quit n person suddenly 
Sin Ihe street is termed, turning Mm up. Cant. 
futtH UP. To desist from, or relinquish any particular hitbit 
h or mode of life, or Ihe further pursuit of any object you 
' bad in view, is called turning it up. To luru-np a mistress, 
n or a male acquaintance, is to drop all intercourse or corres- 
''^jrandence with them. To turn up a particular house or nlutp, 

you have been accustomed to use, or deal at, signitieii to 

withdraw your patronage, or cuntoni, and viait it no mor«. 
t To quit a person in Ihe street, whether secretly or openly, 

is called turning hint np. To turn a man up siceet, is to 

get rid of hiiu ell'cclually, but yet to leave him in perfect 

)ruod iiumour, und free fium any sU!>|i>cion or diaconlcnl ; 
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Ibis pieceof^RCMe often affords )i field for llic 
consummate address, as in (lie case of turning up afitt, 
after liaving stn|ipcd him of all Lis mnne;)' at a play, or ■ 
shop-keeper, whom you liave just robbed before Im face of 
somelbing valuable, upon thr pinch, or Ihr hoist. 
Turn cf a TRtHP. Is to procure a good slake; or Id iny 

tnanner improviuf; your situation in life. 
Tuzzy-MUZZV. The monosyllable. 

Twaddle. Perpk»ily, confusion, or any lliing else ; a fastwHt- 

able term that for awhile succeeded that of bore. Set Boat. 

TwANGEV, or Stangey. A north country nmne for a tailor. 

TwKAGUB. Inagreat Iweague: iii a great passion. Twcagwjc 

peevish, passionate. 
Tweak. To pull: to tweak auj one's nose. 
TwELVSR. A shilling. 
Twiddle- DIDDLES. Testicles. 
Twiddle poop. Am eficmiuale looking fellow. 
TwtG. Uandsome: !<tyiiah. The cove is tugged id (nig; 

the fellow U dressed iu the fashion. 
Twig. To observe. Twig the cull, he is pcery; ofaiem 
the fellow, he is watching us: nUo, to disengage, aMp 
asunder, or break off. To twig the darbies ; I9 ka&tkoff 
the irons. , 

Twig. In goud twig; that is, to nccomplisb an obytrt I 
cleverly. A well-dressed inuii or wouian is sDidlslwb I 
prime hvig. Primt twig, also, siguifiea high spirits. Et. ' 



t'idt RoBdalFs Dimj. 

Twiss. a Jordan, or pot de cUambre. f Irish.) A Mr. Bicliari 
Twiss, havinj;, in his " travels," given 3 very unfiivounUe 1 
description of the Irish diameter, the inhabilauts of Dubliu 
by way of revenge, thought [iroper to christen this iitemU 
by his name — sutiice it to say, that the baptismal rites wtlfl 
not watiliug at' (be ceremony. Uu a nej>bew of this ^\ iiljitl 
man, the following epigram was made; " 

" Feruh tfae coantry, jel mj lume 

Shall ne'er in iforj be forgnl, 1 

Bui alill ilie more iiicieue in tinit. 
The mora llic cuantni giK4 l« I'vt." 



At the boltoin of tlie Jordan w 
iog sjiecimen of Irish wil : 



s his i>orlrait, ami the fallow- 



like wis v 
I good appelile, 



'wist, a mixture of half tea atid half < 
brandy, beer, and eggs. A good twist; 
To twUt it down apace ; to eat liearlily. 
^WISTED. Executed, banged. 

^IT, To reproach a person, or remind him of favoun con- 

' ferred. 

hvTTTBlt. All in a twitter; in a fright. Twittering is »Uo 
the note of some small birds, such as the robin, &c. 
VlTTOC. Two. Cant. 

wo-HANDED, Great. A two-lianded fellow or wench ; 
a great strapping man or woman. 
wo-HA\DED Put. The amorous congress. 

Vo Thieves beating a Rogue, A man heatiug his 
hands against bis sides to warm himself in cold weather: 

jCalled, also, beating the booby, and cuffing Jonas. 

Wo to one Shop. A pawnbroker's: alluding to the 
three blue balls, the sign of that trade : or perhaps to its 
being two to one that the goods pledged are never re- 
deemed. 

rBURN Blossom. A young thief or pickpocket, who, in 
time, will ripen iuto fruit borue bj the deadly never-greeu. 
IVborn Tippet. A halter: sec Latimer's sermon before 
: Edward VI. A.D. 1548. Rather obtolete in 1822. 
Tys. a neckcloth. 

3(Vb it up. To tye up any particular custom, practice, or 
habit, is synonymous wilh knifing, ilowing, turning it up, 
or itiuking it. To t^e it up is a phrase, which, used em- 
phatically, is generally understood to mean quitting i course 
of depredation and wickedness. See Square and Do THE 
Thick. 
pYKE, A dog: also, a clown : a Yorkshire tyke. 



''AGABIES. Frolics, wild rambles. 

Vain-oloriovs, or Ostentatious Man. One who boasts 

without reason ; or, as the canters say, pisses more thun he 

V^ILENTINB. The first woman seen by a man, or man seen 
by a woman, on St. Valentine's day, the 14lh of Februafy, 
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tvben, it j; saxl, every bird chuses his maW for the cniiiing 
year. 

Vamp. To pawu niiy thing. 111 vamp it, and lip yoa tlw 

cole; HI pnwn it, and give you the money: alsoi to n6\, 

new dress, or rtib up uld hnla, shoes, or other weuiag 

iipparel: iibenbe, to put new feet to uld boots. { Ai^lllt^ 

pu more luirtit-ularly to a (juack bookseller, -'■f' 17*^ 

^ijn)' Vampbb. Stockings. - ' '■_. 

*■ -Van-. Madame Van. Str Madamk. 

' r Van-Neck. Miss or Mrs. Van-Neck ; a wotnnn with hrge 

breasts; a bushel biibby. 

Vardo. a waggon, 
i*tSit Vakdo-oill. a waggoner. 
^^ Vardy. To give ene"! variiy ; i. e. verdict, or «iiinioo. 

Varlets. Now rogues and rascals, fprmerly yeodien't 
servants. 

Vabment. (Whip and Camlridgt.) Niittj, dashit^ He 
is quite varment, he is quite Ibe ^. He sports a vi 
hat, eoat, Ac; he is dress-cd like a genllcTnan Jebti. 

Varment. Vermin. Low canl. 

Vei^vet. To tip the velvet; to put one's lougne bito 
woman's mquth. To be upon velvet; to have the bnt 
or u bet or u matdi. To the little •;entlenian in velvet, it. 
Ib'c raolc that threw up the hill Ihnt caused Crop (Kbg 
William's borse) to stuitible; a toast frequently drapli tiy 
the Tories and Catholics in Ireland. 

Venehadlb Monosyllable. Pudendam mvRtbre. 

Venus's Cubsk. The enviable disease. 

Vessels of Paper. Half a (]uarler of a sheet. 

Vicar of Bray. See Bray. 

Vice Admiral of the Narrow Seas, a drunkm 
fliat pisses under the table into bis companion's shoes. 

Vice Chancellor's Covrt. Creditor's Inst shift, fhf. 
Units, canl. 

Victualling Office. The stomneli. PugiHttie firm- 
uology. 

Vincent's Law. The art of cheating at cards, compoied ej 
the fullowing associates: bankers, those who play bonlvj 
the ^rij>e, he that betleth; and the peraon cheated, «M 
is styled the vincent; the gains ucquired, termage. 

VlXHN. A termagant : a\so, u she-fox, who, ivhea she 
cubs, \% re'uarkablj ficrcv. 

Unbbtty. To unlock. 

Unclr. Mine nncle's; a ueceasary-house. Ue^ is gow 
visit his unele; saying of one who leaves his wife soon >ft«C 
marriage. It likewise means a pawnbroker's: goods pawuMl 
are frequently said li> be at mine uncle's, or laid up iu | 
lu vender. 
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EfNDEB DUBBER. A lurnkey. 

Hnfobtunate Women. Prostitutes; so termeil by llic 

virtuous and conipassinnulc of their own sv%. 
Jngbateftu. Man. A iiar'on, who at least once a week 
' abuses his best benrfaclor, i. e. the Devil. 
JNOtfENTlJM AUREM. A bribe. Classic cant. 

RNicoRH- A cnach drawn by three horses. 
NiTED Kingdoms of SansSouci and Sans Six Sous. 
Riddunces of cares, and, ullimalely, of sixpences. Oif. 

* Univ. cant. 

TJnlicked Cub. A riidc uncouth young feUow. 

Bn-pallei>. One whose i'nm|«mions have all been either 
hanged or transported. 

ITNHinuBD. Undressed, or stripped. Unrig llie drab; strip 

' the wench. 

ITnthimqlgd. a man who has been robbed of his watch. 

JIntbuss. To nntruss a point; to let down one's breeches 
in order to ease one's self. Breeches were formerly tied 
with points, and were distributed to the boys every Whil 
Monday by the churchwardens of most of the parishes in 

■I London, under (he denomination of tags; these tags were 
worsteds of <lilTerent colours twisted up to a siie somewhat 
thicker than packthread, and tagged at both ends with tin. 
Laces were at the same time given to the girls. Obaotelr. 

XTntwisteu. Undone, ruined, done up. 

Toil.. A town. Cant. 

WowEL. A gamester who does not immediately pay his 
losings, is said to Towel the winner, by repeatini; the vowels, 
I O U, or perhaps from giving his note for the money 
according to the Irish form, where the acknowledgeiueiit 
of the debt is expressed by the letters I O U, whivh, the 
sum and name of the debtor being added, is deemed a 
sufficient security among gentlemen. 

TTpHiLLS. False dice that run high. 

TTp IN THE Stirruvs. Plenty of money. A fortunate man. 

VpFER Benjamin. A great coat. Cant. 

trppER Story, or Garret. Figuratively usetl to signify 
the bead. His upper story or garrets are unAiruished, i.e. 
he is an empty foolish fellow. 

Uppish. Testy, apt to take offence. 

Upright. Go upriglil; u word used by shoemakers, tailors, 
and their servants, when any money is given to make Ibem 
drink, and signifies. Bring it all out iu liquor, though the 
donor intended less, and expects change, nr some of his 
money to be returned. Thrre-jienny upright, .Sire Three- 
penny Upright. 

Upright Man. An upiigdt man signifies the chief or prin- 
■i)>al of a crew. The vilest, stoutest rogue in the jwek 
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ia generally clioscn to lliis post, and lias Ibe sole right la 
the first niglil's lodging with the dells, who afterwards tn 
used III commOQ among the tvhole fraternity. He carriu 
a short truncheon in his hand, which he calh hb filchauD, 
and has a larger share than ordinary of whatever is gaioed 
bj the society, lie often travels in company with thirty or 
forty males and females, abram men, and othen. ««r 
whom he presides arbitrarily. Sometimes the women and 
children, wlio are unable to truvel, or fatigued, are by 
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turns carried in panniers by a 
jades procured for that purpose. 

Upstarts. Persons lately raised l 
mean stations. 

Up the Spout. Having clothes or any other articles pledged 
at the pawnbroker's: in allusion to a long spout, througb 
which the articles, when redeemed, are conveyed from the 
top to the bottom of the house, in order to expedite businest. 

Up to Si-UM. To he flash. Cant. 

Up TO Snuff. Synonyrooua with the above |)braseiand ii 
often rendered more emphatic by such ai^juncts as, " Up 
to snuff and two-jtenny," " Up to snulf, and a |Milcb 
above it." Cant. 

Up TO TURiR Gossip. To be a match for one who aU< 
to cheat or deceive: to be o» a footing, or in t(M.ij 
I'll be up with them; I will repay in kind. 

Urchin. A child, a little fellow: also, a hedgebof;. 

Used tP. Killed; a military saying, originating | 
message sent by the late General Guise, on the expi 
at Carlhagena, where he desired the commander-iii-cliief 
to order him home more grenadiers, for those be had were 
all uxd up. 



WABLER. Foot wabler; a contemptuous tenn for 
soldier, frequently used by those of the cavalry. 

Wack. To share or divide any thing equally, as uiaek t%t 
blunt, divide the money, &g. 

Waddle. To go like a duck. To waddle out of 'Change 
Alley as a lame duck ; a term for one who has not been 
able to iiay his gaming debts, called his dillerences, on the 
Stock Exchange, and therefore absents himself from it. 

Wag. An arth frolicsome fellow. | 

Waggish. Arch, gamesome, frultcsome. 

Wagtail. A lewd woman. 
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IFaits. Musicians of llie lower order, wlio in most towns 
,play under the windows of the cliJef inhubitants ul mid- 

B night, ft short time before Christmas, for which thej col- 
lect a Chrislmas-bo.\ from house to house. They are suid 
|to derive their name of waits from being always in waiting 
Jo celebrate weddings and other joyous events happening 
within their district. 

Take, a couolry feast, comntonly 011 the anniversary of 
Jlie tutelar saint of the village, that is, the saint to whom 
,.lhe parish church is dedicated: also, a custom of watching 
the dead, called Laic Wake, in uhc both in Ireland and 
Wales, where the corpse is deposited under a table, 
with a pliite of salt ou its breast ; the table is covered 
. with Ui|uur of all sorts, and the guests, particularly the 
' younger part of them, amuse themselves with all kiuds of 
pastimes aud recreation : the consequence is generally more 
than replacing the departed friend. 
^Talker. A Dash exprcs>iiuii for telling a lie. 
Talking Distiller. One who curries the keg, i.e. a per- 
son who is very easy put out of his way: one soon afirorited 
without a cause. 

ALKiNC PouLTEBER. One who slculs fowls, and hawks 
them from door to door. 
Talking Stationer. A hnwker of pamphlets, &c. 
Talking thk Plank. A mode of dcstroyiug devoted 
persons or officers in a mutiny o^ >hip-bour(t, by blindfold- 
iDg them, and ubiigiog them to walk on a plank, laid over 
'1 the ship's side; by this means, as the mutineers suppose, 

avoiding the penalty of murder. 
Walking up against tiik Wall. To run up a score, 
which, in ale-houses, is commonly recorded with chalk on 
the walls of the bar. 
Wall. To walk or crawl up the wall; to be scored up at a 
public-house. Wall-ejed, having an eye with little or 
' DO sight, all white like a plastered wall. 
Wall-Floweks. Clothes exposed lo sale in the streets. 

Cant. 
JWanted. When any of the traps or runners have a private 
t information against a familtf perion, and are using means 
' < to apprehend the party, they say, such a one is wanled; 
'' and it becomes the latter, on receiving such intimation; to 
I r keep out of the way, until the stink is over, or until he or 
I she can find means to Mlash the biuineu through tlie medium 

of Mr. Palmer, or by some other means. 
Wap. To copulate, to beat. If !ihe wont wap for a winne, 
tet her trine for a make; if she won't lie with a man for a 
penny, let her hang for a hallpenny. Mnrt waji-apace : 
a woman of experience, or very expert at this sport. 
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JHfirPEii-KTKB. S«re-«y«). 

Vard. a wooian'swaK; lier commodity. 
fVAte HaWK. An rxcUmalion used by llilnes to iafotn 

Ifcrir cowMtnitr. ihjl somr poliee-offici-rs are at hand. 
I'Wakm. Rich, in good ciruuinttance^. To wumi, or give 
■• a man a wanning: t" '"p"' '"'"• Srr Chafeo. 

IfARMiyG-PAN. A hrgp tild-rusliiciiicd walcl). A Scolcli 



^iraniiiiii^inn : 



I remtile bnirrllow, , 



irAfeBE>'. Odc th'.tl i» secuTily for goods tnken upon credit 
^ by nlrvTa^nt young genllpmen. Cunny warrru; & girl't 
' bftirding-st-liool : also, a buwdy-Iiouse. 
tt*ST- An infi-clcd proslitutc, who, like a wa^p, carriei 1 
fasting in bcr (ail. 
^ITaspish. Peevish, spilcftil. 
WiSTE. House of wnstr: n tavern or alehouse, where idle 
F^pfopie wH'te l»olh tlieir time and money. 
VirrE-DUTT. Mr. Wuste-bult, the publican; it h obtpned 
^of most men when lliey conimenL-e ptibliciti.s, from llirir 
Pbabit of tlrinkiu).' with their cuslomers tn general, all sorl* 
■'©f liquors, that " they are little belter lh»u watte-butli." 
Waste of Kbadt. Includiug it in Hoyle'a dominions, a count 

of gBDibliiifr, loo-tdbles, &c. Oxf. Vniv. cant. 
Watch, Chain, and Seals. A sheep's liead and pluc fc. ,'^ 
WaTEK bewitched. Very weak puni^ti or beer. ^^^B 

Water-mill. The monosyllable. ^^^| 

Water of Life. Gin. ^^H 
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Watrrpad. One that rubs ships on the river Thaniei. 
Wateb Scrigeh, A doctor who prescribes from inspect 

the water of his patients. Ste Piss Prophet. 
Water Skbak. Rubbing; ships or vessela oit a navigable 

river, or canal, by getting on board unperceJveii, generally in 

llic night. 7i^e uialtr-mtak is bitely made a capital ofiVncc 
Wat^R Sneaksman. a man who steals from ships or cnft 

on the river. 
WAteRy-HEADED. Apt to shed tears. ' 

Wattles, Ears. Can*. 
Wear it. Among the flush people, is to by under Ihc 

stigma of having turned a nose. 
Weasel-faced. Thin, mengrc-fated. Weascl-gmied; ibin- 

bodied; a wcBsel is a thin long sUiidur itiiimal with a ttharp 

Wedding. The einptying of a necessnry -house, particularly 
in London. You huve been lit an Irish wedding, where 
Utuck eyi-3 are given instead of f;ivours ; said to any one 
«lio has a black eye. 
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EDGE. Silver pliitc, because melted by llic receivers ol' 
stolcu gooiU into wedges. Cant. 
JI^EED. Tu ]>iltiT or purloin a sDiall portion froni a large 

auantily of any tiling; oflpn done by yuung or timid depre- 
atoT9, ID tlie hope of cscdping detection, as, an appreotiec 
|, or shopman will weed his master's lob, tliat is, take small 
J, sums out of the till when upportuiiily oRers, wliidi sort of 
, pecnialion may be carried on with impunity for a lengtli of 
, time ; but experienced thieves sometimes think it gnod 
Judgement to weed a place, iu order that it may he goad 
again, perhaps, for a considerable length of time, m in the 
instance of a warehouse, or other dep6l for gooi]s, to 
which they may possess an easy access by means of a 
, false key i in Ibis case, by taking too grtatanoag at Arstt 
the proprietors ivuuld discover the deiiciency, Hnd take 
measures to prevent futnre depredation. To weed the noag 
^j is to embezzle part of the booty, unknown to your jtolt, 
,, before a division takes place, a teniplalioii agaiust which 
_,i very few of the famUi/ arc proof, if they can find an oppor- 
^ lunily, A Jiatk eove, on discovering a deficiency la his 
purse or property, which he cannot account for, will de- 
clare that lie. (or it. naming the article,) has been wedded 
L to the ruffian. 

MBBPiNG Cross. To comu home by Weeping-cross ; to repent. 
WEIGH Forty. A terra formerly used by tlie jiolice, who 
ar« as well versed in Jlath as the thieves themselves and of 
whom it is said, did often wink at depreilitlioDs of a petty 
nature, for which no reward would attach, and to let a 
thief reign unmolested till he commits a capital crime; 
they then grab him, and, on conviction, share (in many 
^ caaes) a reward of £40, or upwards; therefore those gentry 
, wnl say, Let him alone at present, we don't want him tilt 
q, he weighs kit weight, meauing, of course, forty poun<J». 
Well,. To divide unfairly. To conceal part. A cant 
phrase used by thieves, where one of the party conceals 
some of the booty, instead of dividing it fairly amongst 
his confederates. 
^ELL-UUNG. The bloweiiwiis uutis upon the kiddey because 
he is well-hung ; the giil is pleased with the youth because 
bis genitals arc large. 
Welsh Comb. The thumb and four lingers. 
^KLSH EjECrMEN.T. To uuroof the house, a method prac- 
, tised by landlords iu Wales to eject a hud tenant. 
|Welgh riDULE. The itch. See Scotch FiDDlb. 
iWelsu Mile. Like a Welsh mile, long and naiTOw. His 

story is hke u Welsh mile, long and tedious. 
'Welsh Rabbit, [i.e. a Wehh rare-bil.J Bread and cheese 
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tnaslcd. Six Rabbit. The Welsh are said to Iw so n- 
niarkably fond of cheese, that, in cases of difficulty, ihdr 
midnives apply a piece of toaslerl cheese Id Ihe jauua lilm 
lo attract and entice Ihc yo nog Taffy, wha, un smellir^it, 
makes most vigorous efforti to come forth. 

Webtminsteh Wedding, A match between a wliow mi 
» rogue. 

Wbt Parson. One who moistens his day freely, in ordei 
to make it stick together. 

Wet Quaker. One of that sect who has no objection to 
the spirit derived from wine. 

Wet-thbe-th BOUGH. Gin. Cant. 

Wetting THE Neck. A drunkard. Cant. 

Whack. A $hare of a booty obtained by fraud. A piddj 
whack; a stout brawney Irishman. 

Whapper. a large man or woman. 

Whp.EDLE. a sharper. To cut a wheedle; lo deco; bj 
fawning or insiDualion. Cant, 

WHBELBAHDtNTHBNlCK.Kegulardrinkingoverlhf Itrfltbunb. 

Whklp. An impudent whelp : a saucy boy. 

Whereas. To follow a whereas; to become a bankTii|>t, 
to figure amouE; princes and potentates; the notice gmi 
iu the gHitetlc that a commission of bankruptcy is iumd 
out against any trader, always beginaini; wiih the wonl 
Whereas. He will soon march in the rear of a wbernu. ' 
' Whet. A morning's draught, commonly while wine, sup- 
posed to whet or sharpen the appetite. 

WuiDDiNG. Talking slang. Scotch cant. 

Whids. Words. Cant. 

Whiddle. To t<-ll or discover. He whiddles ; be ]>eaclies. 
Hewtiiddles the whole scrap; be discovers all he kaotia. 
The cull whiddled because they would not lip him a snack; 
the fellow peached because they would not give him a sbarr. 
Tbey whiddle beef, and we must brush ; Ihcy cry out thieves, 
and we must make off. Cant. 

Whiddler. An informer, or one that betrays the aeereli 
of the gang. 

Whip-belly Vengeance, or pinch-gut vengeance, of which 
he that gets the most has the worst share. Weak or sow 
beer. 

Whip Jacks. The tenth order of the canting crow ; rogues 
who, having learned a few mi Iferms, beg with cuunl^lnt 
passes, pretending to be sailors shipwrecked on the oeigb- 
boiiring coast, and on their way to the port from whence 
they sailed. 

Whip off. To run away, to drink off greedily, to tnatch. 
He whipped away from home, went to the ale-houwi 
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lie whipped off a full laiikard, qikI, coming buck, whipped 
off H fellow's hat from his head. 

Whippeb-snapper. a diminutive fdlow. 

Whipshibk. Yorkshire. 

Wkipstbr. a aharp or subtle fellow. 

Whip the Cock. A piece of sport practised atwaket, borse- 
nces, atid fairs, in Leicestershire: a cock being tied or 
fasteued into a hat or basket, half a doiren carters blind- 
folded, and armed with their cart whips, are placed round i 
it, who, aAer being turned ihrice about, begin to whip the i 
cock, which if any one !>trikes do as to make it cry out, it 
becomes bis property ; the joke is, that, instead of whipiiing j 
the cock, they flog each other heartily. < 

Whipt-Stllabub. a flimsy frothy discourse or treatise, \ 
without solidity. i 

Whirlygigs, Testicles. 

Whiskeb. a great lie. 

Whiskbs Splitter. A man of intrigue. 

Whissin. a shallow brown drinking howl. 

Whisky, A malt spirit much drank in Ireland and Scotland : 
also, a one-horse chaise. S«Tin Whisky. 

Whistle. The throat. To wet one's whistle ; to drink. 

Whistling Shop, Rooms in the King's Bench and Fleet 
prisons where drams are privately sold. 

Whit. [i.e. WhilliNglan's.] Newgate, Cant. Five rum- 
padders are rubbed iu the darkmani out of the Wtiit, and 
are piked into the denseaville : tive highwaymen broke out 
of Newgale in the night, and are gone into the couulry. 

White Bait. Silver. Cant. i 

Whitechapel. Wbitechaiiel portion ; two smocka and what 
nature gave. Whilecbapel breed ; fat, ragged, aai> saucy. 
Ste St. Giles's Breed. Whitechapel beau; one who 
dresses with a needle and thread, and undresses with a knife. 
To play at whist Whitechapel fashion; i.e. aces and kings 
first. 

White Feather. He has a wliile feather ; he is a coward: 
an allusion to a game cock, which having a white Teatiier is 
a proof that be is not of the true game breed. Speaking of 
Randall, llie author of RandaU's Diaty says, 

•• He iievpr ytt bu sliown iu %ht I 

Tile loon-ahile/eatKer's damning Juule." 1 

Recounting a meeting at Belcher's, the nuthor of Crib't 
Memorial saya they were 

•• All ]ii(il)-l>rtd lieioes of iht ring, \ 

WlioM vFty i^oniinon would delight oci:, 
I Who, nan'd bcneslh llie Faiu;i('< wing, 

^liiiw nil liei/ealhm tiullhc ufiilr vnc" 
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hlTS Lib. a Imrmlcss lli^, one not told tvilli u raaliciviM 
I iuteiil, a lie laid In reconcile people at varinircc. 
JPHITE-LIVBRED. CnwarrfW, Dialicioua. 
White Riboin. Gin. 

i Serjeant. A ri»Ii fetched from tli« tavern or ale- 
le by Ills wife, is »atd to be arrested by the while $er> 



n big uitli cliild ia sutd to have » 



I Whi 

f Wh. 



ir> act of 



Swelling. A wt 
swelling. 
■E Taps. Geneva. 
_^ ED. One who hni taken the benefit of an act of 

r 'tnsolTency, to defraud his creditors, is said to liave bN> 
wliilewuslied. 

White WiNB. Gin. Cant. A name freqnenlty appl^ 
lop circles. 
ITE Wool, Geneva. 

ITHRH-Go-YE. A wife: wives being sometimes apt ti 
question their husbands whither they are going. ObsoMe. 
'hitting ton's College. Newgirte; built or rrpaired by 
the famous lord mayor of that nunie, 

Whore-Mongur. a m:in that keeps more than one mittmi. 
A vouulry geiilleman, who kept a I'emale friend, being re- 
proved by llie jiarton of the parish, and slylert a wliorc- 
niunger, asked the parson whether be had a cheese in bit 
house, and being unswered in the affirmative, ' PniTt* 
saytlie, 'does that one cheese make you a cheese-uiongM f" 

Whore Pipe. The lUj-ar-stiuk. 

Whore's Bibd. A debauched fellow, the largest of all birds. 
He iiagi more like a whore's bird than a canary bird ; said 
of one who has a strong manly voice. 

Whore's Curse. A piece of gold coin, value five sliitltngi 
and three pence, frequently given to women of the town by 
such as professed always tu give gold, and who, before the 
introdoclion of those pieces, always gave half n guinea. 

Whore's Kitlino, or Whore's Son. A bastard. 

Whow Ball. A milk-maid: from their frequent use of the 
word u-kow, til make the cow stand still in milking. Ball 
is the supposed name of the cow. Rural eant. 

WiBBLE. Bad drink. 

Wibling's Witch, The four of clubs; from one Janes 
Wibling, who, in the reign of King James I. grew rich bjf 
private gaming:, and was commonly observed to have that 
card, and never to lose a game but when he iiad it not. 

Wicket, A casement: also, a little door. 

Widow's Weeds. Mourninjj clothes of a peculiar fashion, 
denoting her state. A ^^rass widow; a discarded mistress. 
A widow bewitched ; a woniau whote hutibutid is abroad, 
and said, but nut uerluinly known, lo be dead. 
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Wife. A fetter 6xed to one leg. 

WiFB IN Water Colours. A mistress^ or concubine; 
water colours being, like their engagements, easily effaced 
or dissolved. 

WiOANowNS. A man wearing a lar^e wig. 

WiCSBY. Mr. Wigsby ; a man weanng a wig. 

WijLD Rogues. Rogues trained up to stealing from their 
cradles. 

Wild Squirt. A looseness. 

Wild-goose Chase. A tedious uncertain pursuit, like the 
following a flock of wild geese, who are remarkably shy. 

Willing Tit. A free horse, or a coming girl. 

Willow. Poor, and of no reputation. To wear the willow ; 
to be abandoned by a lover or mistress. 

Win. a penny. 

Wind. To raise the wind ; to procure money. 

Wind. A man transported for life : among the flash people 
it is termed, he is lagged for his wind. 

Winder. Transportation for life. The blowen has napped 
a winder for a lift ; the wench is transported for life for 
stealing in a shop. 

Winding-post (To nap the). To be transported. 

Wind-hill. The fundament. She has no fortune but her 
mills : i.e. she has nothing but her **** and ♦♦♦*. 

Windfall. A legacy, or any accidental accession of pro- 
perty. 

Windy. Foolish. A windy fellow ; a simple fellow. 

Wings. Arms. Sea term. 

Wink. To tip one the wink ; to give a signal by winking the 
eye. 

Winnings. Plunder, goods, or money acquired by theft. 

Winter Cricket. A tailor. 

Winter's Day. He b like a winter's day, short and nasty. 

Wipe. A blow, or reproach. Til give you a wipe on the 
chops. That story gave him a fine wipe : also, a hand- 
kerchief. 

WiP^* A handkerchief. Cant. 

Wipe Drawer. A pickpocket, one who steals handker- 
chiefs. He drew a broad, narrow, cam, or specked wiper; 
be picked a pocket of a broad, narrow, cambrick, or co- 
loured hanVlkerchief. 

Wise Men of Gotham. Gotham is a village in Nottingham- 
shire : its magistrates are said to have attempted to hedge in 
a cuckoo ; a bush, called the cuckoo's bush, is still shown in 
support of the tradition. A thousaud other ridiculous stories 
are told of the men of Gotham. 

Wiseacre. A foolish conceited fellow. 

R 
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Wiseacre's Hall. Gresliau College. 

WiSTY Castors. Heavy blows given by scientific pu^sU, 
tcntliiig lu take (he fight out of each other. LancaAht 
rani. A favourile phrase of Bob Gregson. 

WlTCHEB. Silver. Wilcher bubbur ; a silver bowl. Wil- 
cher tiller; a silver hilled sword. Witcher cully ; a silver- 
smith. 

Wobble, To boil. Pot wobbler; one who boils a pot. 

Woffle. To eat or to driiik. 

Wolf in the Stomach. A monstrous or canine iippetile. 

Wood. In a wood; bewildered, in a niane, in n peck of 
Ironbles, puxzlcd, or at a loss what course to lake in any 
business. To look over the wood ; to ascend the pnlpit, 
to preach: I shall look over the wood at St. Jamn's on 
Sunday next. To look Ihrongh Ihenood; to stand in the 
pillory. Up to the arms in wood ; in the pillory, 
■ iWoOD I'ECKEB. A by-slandcT, who Lets whilst another 
I v_ plays. 
I Woodcock. A tailor with a lon^ bill. 

Wooden Habeas. A enflin. A man who dies in prison is 
said to go out with a wuodeu hahea^. He weut out with a 
wooden liiibeiis ; i.e. his eolliti. 

Wooden Spoon. (Camhridgr.) The last junior optinte. 
Sec Wrangler, Optime. 

Wooden Horse. To ride the wooden horse was a miliUry 
punishment formerly in use. This horse consisted of two 
or more planks about ei^ht feet long, tixcd lordlier so as 
to form a sharp ridge or angle, which answered to the 
body of the horse. It was supported by four posts, about 
six feet long, for legs. A bead, neck, and luil, rudely cut 
in wood, were added, which completed the appearance of 
a horse. On Ibis sharp ridge delinquents were mounled, 
with their bunds lied behind Ihem ; anil to steady llieui (ns 
it WHS said), and lest Hie hurse should kick Iheni'off, one or 
more fjrelucks were tied to end) leg. In thi« siluiiliim they 
were sometimes condemned to sil fur an Lour or two j but, 
at length, it having been found to tujure the soldiers 
materially, and sometimes lu rupture Ihem, it was left off* 
about Ihe time of the accession of King George I. A 
wooden horse was standing in the Parade at Portsmouth as 
late as the year 1750. 

Wooden Ruff. The pillory. See Norway Neckloth. 

Wooden Sobtout. A eoflin. 

Woman oFTHETow^, or Woman of Pleasure. A pros* 
lilutc. 

Woman AND her Husband. A manicd couple, where tbe 
woman is bigger than her husband. 



or 41.1, WoCK. Soflkclinei applied lo a ft 
rani, wbo Kfint» mmm of ber uustcr's comnuiiMls. 



WooLBiBn. A Ukecp. raNf. 



rooL-GATHEKI?(G. Yoar wiU are sane a wool-gatberiBg ; 
stTing to aa abwnl man, one in a tcwrie, or absorlied in 
thought. 

WooLLEY Ckown. a soA'bea«led felkiw. 

Word Gkvbbeb^. Verbal critics: iintt, ai^o, persom nlw 
u>ip hard wnnb la iromitioa dticoursr. 

Word Pecker, a punster, one who plays apon wards. 

WoBD OF MotTTH. To diiub b^ wo(d of muulb; i.e. out uf 
the bovl or bollle, inUead of a gbsj. 

WosK. To work npoa any parlicvlar game, is to praclu*! 
groerjily tbat species of fi^nd or deprrdatioa ; as, be work» 
Mpou Ihe eraeki be folknri boine-breakiag. &c. A offru- 
drr baling brcn delected in tbe f<ry fact, particuUil^r b 
cases of cotnia^, colouring base metal, dec. it emphatically 
said to bave been grabbed al Mork, meaaing to implji, ibal 
IIm proof against him being m plaia, be has no ground of 
defence to set np. 

WoKK-SEKCH. A bedttead. CMut. 

World. All tbe «ort<{ and lus wtfe; every body, a greiit 
com|>any. 

Wranglers. At Cambridge, tbe firki clats (generally of 
twelve) at ibe annual esaminalion for a degree. There are 
three cla&ses of honours, wmiglrn, senior optimc*, and 
Junior optimes, Wraiiglet* are said to be born wilb golden 
spoons in Ifaeir mouths, Ibe w^uior uptimes with siher, and 
the junior with leaden oucs. Tbv last junior opiiwc is called 
tbe wooden spoon. Tbute wbo are nut ijuuliGed fur lionoun 
are either in Ibe gulf, (thai U, meiilutious, but nut deserving i 
of being in (be tbrvr fir*l classes,) or amoni; tbe oi TeU^t, 
the atang. Set ftvc a. Apostles. Ac. 

Wrap Kascal. \ red cloak: called, abo, a roquelairc. 

Wrinkle. A wrinble-beUinl wliure; one who hiu bad a 
number of baslanls : child- bearing Icavei wrinklea in a wo- 
man's belly. To lake tbe wrinkles out of any one's belly; 
to fill it 'out by a hearty meal. You have one wrinkle 
more in your »-«e ; i.e. you have une piece of knowledge 
more than you had. every fresh pk-ce of knowledge being 
supposed, by tbe vulgar ualundists, to add a wrinkle lo that 
part. 
' Wrinkle. To utUr a faJ»clioo<l. Cant. 
j WriNKLEB. a person jironc to Ijuig: such u cliaraclcr is 
I called, also, a sully, which i», jirobahly, an abbrevialiuii of , 
I Gulliver, and from hence, to gully atguiftes (u lie, or (leal 
■ in the marvellous. 
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Wry Mouth and a Pissen Pair op Breeches. Hang- 
ing. 
Wry Neck Day. Hanging day. 
, WvN. SetVfiV. 



XANTIPPE. The name of Sbcrates' wife; now umd lo&lg- 
uify H siircw, or scolding wife. 



YACK. A waUh. Obsohlr. 

Tapfling. Eating. Cant. 
I Yam. To ea( or stuff heariily, 

Yankey, ot Tan key Doodle. A booby, or country lonl: 
a name given to tbe Scm Englatidmen in Norlb America. 
A general appellation for an American. 

Yakmouth Capon. A red herring: Yarmouth being a fa- 
mous place tJLir curing herrings. 

Yarmouth Pye. A pye marie of berrings highly spiced, 
which the city of Norwich is, by charter, bounil to prescnl 
annually to tbe king. 

Yarn. Yarning, or spinning a yarn, is a favourite amusC' 
ment among flash people, signifying to relate their various 
adventures, enploils, and escapes, to each other. This is 
most common and gmttfying among persons in confinement 
or exile, to enliven a dull hour, and probably excite a secret 
hope of one day enjoying a repetition of their former plea- 
sures. See Boned. A person expert at telling these stories 
is said to spin a, fine yarn. A uian using a great deal of 
rhetoric, and exerting all his art to talk anoUier person out . 
of any thing he is intent upon, the latter will answer, ' Aje. 
aye, you can spin a good yarn, but it won't do ;' meanibg, 
all your eloquence will not have the desired efFecl. 

Yarum. Milk. Cant. 

Yea and Nay Man. A quaker, a simple fellow, one ttbo 
can only answer yes or no. 

Yellow. To look yellow; to be jealous. I happened to call 
on Mr. Green, who was out; on comiug home, and fitiding 
mc with his wife, he began to look confounded blue, and 
was, I thought, a little yellow. 

Yellow Belly. A native i>f tJic fens of Lincolnshire; an 
allusion to the eels caught there. 

Yellow Doys. Guineas. 
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TsLP. To cry out. Yelper; a town crier: also, one apt to 
make great complaints on trifling occasions. 

TJBLPBRS. Wild beasts. 

Test. A contraction of yesterday. 

Yoked* Married. A yoke; the quantum of labour per- 
formed at one spell by husbandmen, the day's work being 
divided in summer into three yokes. Kentish term, 

YoKUFF. A chest or box. 

York. To look at a person. Cant. 

Yorkshire Tyke. A Yorkshire clown. To come Yorkshire 

' over any one ; to cheat him. 

YoUKEL. A countryman. Cant, 

Young One. A familiar expression of contempt for another's 
ignoi^nce, as, ' ah ! I see you're a young one :' ' how d'ye 
do, young one V 

Yowl. To cry aloud, or howl. 



ZAD. Crooked, like the letter Z. He is a mere zad, or, 

perhaps, zed ; a description of a very crooked or deformed 

person. 
Zany. The jester, jack pudding, or merry andrew to a 

mountebank. 
Zedland. Great part of the west country, where the letter 

Z is substituted for S : as zee for see, zun for sun, &c. &c. 

This prevails through the counties of Devonshire, -Bdr>^* 

setshire, and Somersetshire. 
Zoc, or Soc. A blow. I gid him a zoc ; I gave him a blow. 

West country. 
ZoucH, or Slouch. A slovenly ungenteel man, one who 

has a stoop in his gait. A slouched hat; a hat with its 

brims let down, or uncocked. 
Zounds. An exclamation. An abbreviation of God's wounds. 



THE end. 
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